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Editor *s Preface. 




\HEJtady of biftory is fo a<haff^ 
' tageous^ and at the fame time fo 
delightful, that 'tis no wonder it 
^ has been cultivated hy the Jinejt 
fpirits inrall ages, ^he bijiory cf 
kingdoms and empires^ raifes ottr admiration^ 
hy the foJemnityy if I may fo call it, of th€ 
images y andfurnijhes one of the noblejl efiter-' 
tainments. Bnt at the fame time that it is fo 
well ftiited to delight the imagination ^ it yet 
is not fo apt to touch and affeB as the hi (lory 
of private men \ the reafon of which feems to 
bey that the perfonages in the former y are fn 
far above the common level y that we con/tder 
ourfdvesy in fome meafurCy as aliens to them ; 
whereas thofe who a£i in a lower fpherey are 
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looJCd upon by us as a kind cf relatives, from 
the Jimtlitude of conditions j whence we are 
more intimately mov^d 'ooith whatever concerns 
them. 

But as there is a difference between the he^ 
nejit which may he reafdfrom the hiflories cf 
kingdoms J and thofe of private perfons ; fo the 
advantage which may accrue from particular 
kiflories themf elves is holefsconjiderable. fhe 
fuhjeiis of fome cf thefe are fo triflingy and 
the manner in which they are writ, fo unna-- 
turaly that they only impofe upon the mindy 
and convey nothing fubfiantial : While thofe 
of a fuperior kind, as they treat of perfons 
whofe lives have been remarkable for extraor^ 
dinary circumfi antes ; fo they often ferve as 
an excellent leffon to all who are dejirous of 
avoiding thofe rocks on which others havefplit, 
and of meriting the highefi^ cbara&tr to 
which human nature can attain^ that "of wife 
tnen. 

T'hat the following piece mayjujily be ranked 
among the latter, will, I believe, be readily 
granted by all judicious readers, '^is the hi'' 
flpry of a man who was ai remarkable for the 
uninterrupted calamities of his life, as his 
father for his continual fucceffes. One, who 
t hough fon to a man, that from an obfcure con^^ 
dition, made his way to the throne, and main" 
tained him/elf peaceably in it \ was yet cx« 

|)Os'd 
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pos^d to all the rigours of fortune ; andfo har^ 
haroujly us*d by him who gave him birtt^ that 
he became one of his moji inveterate enemies^ 
4ifid went over to King Charles IL 

If any man had dperfeU knowledge of the 
world 'tis our author. Brought up, like ano^ 
ther Lemuel, under a mother^ s eye, 'xhofe 
vajl love for him y made her extremely folici^ 
tous to form his mind, and whofe large expe^ 
rience, capacity and underjlandingy enabled 
her to do it without any foreign affiftance ; the 
depravity of his fellow^creatures was flrong-' 
ly inculcated to him^ at an age when others 
amufe themfelves with trifies. ihefolitude he 
was brought up in; the excellent moral authors 
which his fond parent put into his hands ; 
and the judicious comment fhe made upon them 
gave a peculiar bent to Mr. Qevcland^i mind; 
JO thai when he came to enter ttpon the Stage 
ef the world, which be did with the utmofi 
relu&ance^ it appeared to him in a quite dif-' 
ferent light, from what it does to the rejt cf 
men. 

But as the relation which be gives of hie 
folitude is very extraordinary, and the employ^ 
wents of it inflrultive and entertaining ; fe 
when be leaves it, and comes fa ajfociate with 
mankind, he gives ajujt and natural defcrip^ 
tion efXhe diffidence which xi aim^ infe^ata- 
Wefrom tbe hejl and iwojf mjenuotts minAs 
\ -' a 3 ^^^ 
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a cmamfiancty which as it too often deprejprs 
them, fo it may teach others, who labour un- 
der any difficulty that way, tofet a proper va^- 
lue on their own talents ; and not fuff'er them^ 
fehes to be oversaw* d by the vain, the ig-^ 
norant, dndthenoify. 

^he treachery he afterwards met with, points 
eat to us, that we ought not t$ repofe too great 
a conjidtnce in any man, till we know him 
thoroughly i norfuffer ourfelves to be deluded 
by ajpecious appearance of friendpip. Hypo^ 
€rify, as it is a very odious vice, fo it is the 
m$ft apt to impofe upon us j for the mask it 
puts on, is often fo natural, and bears fo 
^great a refemblance to virtue, that the mofi 
' wary fometimes miftake the one for the (?- 
ther. 

fhe paffion he had for my lord Axminfter^^ 
daughter, is of the chaftefl, and at the fame 
time ef the mofi beautiful kind. Struck be- 
fore he was f enable of it, he has given fo lively 
a pi£fure of the rife and progrefs of it, that 
all who have ever been in love, mufl own it 
to bevaflfy tender and fkttural. ^he firuggles 
he had with himfelf when he Jirfl knew his 
diflemper, art fo delicately defcriVdi and the 
refolution he had hitherto Jhewn in combating 
bis inclinations, fo great, that we may 
Mfify/^ rf kirn with Adam in the Parailife 
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.Only weak 



Againft the Charm of Beauty's powerful 
Glance. 

His going over to king^ Charted II. and the 
particulars be gives (f Oliver'j private binary 
are very curious^ and bave '//// now been a 
fecret. Poffihly fome may doubt tbe veracity 
oftbem^ from OYisti* s/pecious indifference t9 
the fair jexy and the filence of bijiorians o» 
that head. But whoever conjiders bis deep 
difimutationy and tbeftrong reafons be bad to 
conceal bis amours^ will not wonder at their 
being known hitherto only to tbe parties con^ 
cern^d^ 

Jf any onepould accufe him of drawing bis 
fatber*,s character in too odious colours^ be 
tnufl call to mind tbe principles be bad im^ 
bib^d in his infant yearsy and the inhuman 
treatment he met with from him. That he 
agrees in this particular with tbe mofi celebrated 
Englifli bijlorians is well known. My lord 
Clarendon,, among others^ fays^ " i%at he 
^^ attempted thofe things ^hich no good man 

** dur^ bave ventured on No man^ 

** (fays his lord/hipy) with more wickednefs 
** eveir attempted any things or broaibX to ^^"^ 
t[ what he dejr^d more wicfcedlj*. 
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jIn objcBion may be made to Olivcr'j being 
tnetitioned as Speaker of the Houfc of Q)m- 
mons ; Jinee we don't fnd any fuch circtim^ 
fiance in hiftary. 7'his I my f elf hinted tofome 
perfons of diJUnStioVyWho ajfured mey that they 
kneWy by undoubted tradition y that Oliver had 
been nominated to this employment by feverai 
members upon a particular view ; but that be 
declined it, from a fenfe of his incapacity 
(notwithjianding his other great talent Sy) te 
Jill it with honour. 

fhe reader will very pofftbly be dejirous of 
knowing how theft papers came into my hands. 
^0 fatisfy his curiofityy I am to inform him^ 
that they were given me by Mr. Cleveland, 
the author'' s f on y a perfon advanced inyearsy 
whofpent the great eft part of his Ufe in foreign 
countries y a?}d lives /^(W/wKing-ftfcet, Weft- 
minftcr. Iftrft got a<tqtMihted with him about 
three years ^ago at Montpelier. His goodfenfcy 
experience and ajf ability^ gave me a very ad- 
vantageous idea of him ; whichy with fome 
unexpeifed favours he afterwards indulged mcy 
made me very dejirous of cultivating his friend" 
jhip. jifteffmeftuy in this city we returned to 
Paris, where we lodged in the fame houfe. fhere 
hejirft pew^d me his father* s Papers y which 
gave mefo mUchpkafure andfatisfa^ioHy that I 
was very urgent with fbimtohave themprintedy 
^^f/ua^^ci( tl^at they would he a v^ry accent- 
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able prefent to the public. He told mcy that 
the only objeSlion he had to' my proposal y was^ 
the confused method in which they were writf 
and the difficult task it would be to digefi \m 
infuch a manner y as might make them wor^ 
thy of appearing in the world ; efpecially as 
be was engaged in a tedious law fuitj which 
took up the gnatefi part of his time. I'his J 
obviated by a moaejt offer ofmyfirviccy which 
my good friend accepted ; and an ingenious 
French gentleman^ who underjtands the Eng- 
lifh tongue perfectly welly agreeing to Jhare 
with me in ity we methodized it in the man» 
tier in which it is now publifif dy without aU 
terittg a Jingle circum fiance in the whole work. 
Jfter we had finijh d ity Mr. Cleveland was 
phased to give us his approbation of the whole y 
and returning to England with me, he confent^ 
,€d readily to its publication. 

Some furprijing incidents which we meet 
with in the following JheetSy may perhaps in^ 
dine fome readers to doubt the truth of them. 
But bow many famous authors have been aC'- 
cus*d of 'writing untruths y which afterwards 
have been found to be matters offaif ? Pliny, 
the naturalijly fuff'er^d long under this afper^ 
/ton \ and the travels of Sir John Chardin 
were conjider^din the fame light by multitudes \ 
*till fever al perfons of undoubted credit^ n»V)0 
have/tnce vi/fPed the fame coawtrics^ aQUt« \^ 
cf'jbu veracity. We might e^tenA tfcis o\>p 
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vatioH to numbeflefs infianc^s^ if it were ne^ 
ceffary. 

fhe thitigs alout which Mr. Cleveland 
writes y did not happen fo many years ago but 
that there are perj&ns now living who remem-' 
her them, fthat the lord Axmmfter fufer^d 
under great misfortunes is well known : Not 
to mention that our author agrees in A great 
many particulars with the mojt authentic hi^ 
Jiorians j a circumjlance which adds no little 
weight to his tejlimony in general. 

T'he cave of Romney-Hole is well known 
to he of a prodigious extent. If it fhould he 
ask'dy how the fever al recejfes of it came not 
to be difcover^d before, I anjkoery that po/ftbly 
no one was ever reduced to the fame necejpty of 

. hiding himfelf in it, as the lord Axminftet 
and Mr. Cleveland; a circumflance which 
might prompt them to pierce further into it, 
than any other fer/on had done before. Cam- 
den //)f^)fe/>f p/ the fanwffs ?eak in Derby- 
Ihirc, faySy Sub hoc fpecus five fubterraneiis 

meatus magno. hiaru patct, multiplicef- 

que receflus habet. Wockcy-Hole, tfnder . 
Meiidip-Hills near Wells in Somerfetftire, 
is a vafl cavern y containing fpaciovs apart-- 
ments, fione wallsy labyrinths^ &c. fhc cave 
near Ryegace in Surrey, the retreat cf the 
Barons in the reign of king John, where we 

j^////l'e fl-e Jball in which thc) fat in council^ 

is 
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is affirmed by the inbahitants to have run four 
miles under ground ^ and to have heenfiopt up 
na longjinci by the falling in of the earth. 

the relation which Mr. Bridge, half --brother 
to our author f gives of the colony from Rochel, 
ivhich fettled near the ijland of St. Helena, is 
curious and furprijing. But are we to wonder 
that thofe people concealed themfehes fo care^ 
fully from the reft of the world ? Harrafs'd by 
a dreadful ftege^ /> which they fujfer^d the 
extremes of myery^ they well might tant af^^ 
ter fome afylum, there to live in full liberty ^ 
ana enjoy a freedom (f thinking agreeable to 
the diifates of their religion ; and having 
found fuch a one, what could be more natural 
than for them to wift) to live in it for ever, 
fecluded from all commerce with the reft of 
their- fellow creatures. 

If notwithjfanding what has been f aid, the 
reader flooula ftill fufpeS the truth of fome par-- 
ticulars, I yet am perfuaded he will not think 
bis time mtfpent in the perufal of this work ; 
fince, befides the agreeable turn of the inci^ 
dents I the manyfolid and mafterly refleSi^ 
ons which arefcatter^d up and down the work, 
afford a moft ufeful inftruRion to all who are 
defirous of it. Telemachus is well known to 
be afi^itious piece, but what book was ever 
more entertaining, or abounds with finer pre-- 
cepts for the c(mu0 of life ? 
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As I have heen ahfeM feme years frmn my 
native countryy pojibly the expre/^dn may noty 
in fome few places ^ be altogether fo corre^ 
as it ought to have been^ fot which I mufi 
defere the judicious reader'' s indulgence. 
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! Y Father's Name is fo well known in the 
World that I need not expatiate upon my 
Extradtion. There is no one but has 
heard the Charader of that cefcbnted 
Man, whofe Virtues, as well as Crimes* 
were, for feveral yean, the admliatm «S ii!\'Ewr«^- 
HiftorJaiM sn AiU divided with Rt^tA \» i^%"^«^ 
ia which tbey are to place hitn, atA ■<«\»\Nv« ^* "J" 
tobecoaedet'd a»aH«ro ot a TiftMU^ Wx. va^'^' 
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>t fopirar. be. xqxf be fet, they caanever fx>b Um 

'tiie unmomlity lie defervea under one of chefe 
eitlei. Thd* j am hii fon, I neverthelefi ihall relate 
nvith tbe' utmofl impartiality, fuch of hit Anions aa 
I siay have occafioa to mention. 

NoTWXTflsTAvpiN-o his afiOed zeal for reli' 
gton, he yet yM not inienfiUe to the pleafores of 
love. He had feveral children by his wife, and 
others by different miflrefles. 'Tis an aftonifhing cir- 
cumftance^ that the pofterity of fo formidable and 
wealthy a man, ihonld have been made the fport of 
fortune, and be moft of them reduced to an obfcure 
and mi&rable condition of life. Neverthelefs. if we 
except one of them who bore his name, and inherited 
an inconfiderable part of his wealth, which defcended 
to his fon« who now exercifes an employment of lit- 
tle ^gure in the civil government in London ; all the 
reil wece drpve from their native country at different 
times, and did not enjoy any part of their father's 
pofTcffions. My ill fate was fuch, that I was the moft 
unfortunate of them all« as the Reader will find in 
the following hifbry. 

Possibly it may be asked, what kind of plea- 
fure can an unhappy wretch take in awaking the re- 
membrance of hb paft misfortunes, fmce the relating 
them muft revive the idea of what was once fo tor- 
menting ? To this I anfwer, that none but a happy 
perfon can ask fuch a queflion, it being well knows 
to the unfortunate, that nothing can be a greater con- 
folation to a troubled mind, than the liberty of vent- 
ing its forroiy?. A miferable perfon idolizes his grief 
as much as a happy man does his pleafures. If fi- 
lencc and folitude are agreeable in affiidion, *tit be- 
caufe wc may retrace them calm and undifturb^d, and 
iiave the fati&fadion of breathing out our fighs with- 
out being interrupted. But a Aill greater confolation 
IS, the defcribing our misfortunes in writing. Paper« 
tho* it nay appear an infenfible confident, is not fb 
■a reality | it receives, as it were, a kind of warmth, 
*y ^n^bibing the imprdfions of a torturM heart ; it 
***■«« them up iSuthfwUy whca ike if^iv<tx% ^ x3m 
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memory fidl ; 'tis always ready to repitfent them i 
and this image not only feeds a foft and delightftl 
anxiety, but is alfo of ufe to jnftify ic This prie- 

\ mis^dy I here begin my Story. 

I My Mother's Name was Rkx^AtA CU^ilm/, flie 
was daoehter tt> one of the chief oiEcers that feper- 

, intended the palace of Hsmftm court. Her bauitf 
was fo engaging, that ChmrU* I. no iboner faw her 

i but he was imit. Few women aflume a haoghtjr 
air when a monarch addrefles them i my mother was 
proud that her charms had merited iuch notioe» and 
being of a canning and intriguing caft of mind* (he 
was i'eniible that in fuch unequal amours, where love 

:. mnft employ all its power to (horten the difiance of 
conditions, the fame beauties which captivate a lover's 
heart, are not always fufficient to 6c his conAancy 
and &ielity ; for which reafon ihe heighten'd her per- 
fonal charms with thofe of her mind. She enjoy'd 
his favour a confiderable time, if we confider the 
Hcklenefs of temper which was natural to that king ; 
but then it was too (hort to fatisfy her ambition, which 
was the predominant paiTion of her foul ; fo that the 
violence of that monarches flame beginning to abater 
ihe perhaps was more dejedled with her All than 
ihe had been elated with her rife. My mother had 
not firength of mind fufficient to fupprefs her di(^ 
contents ; when her iadifcreet complaints, and her 
pablick intimacy with feveral perfons who oppos'd 
the Royal Family, made her be foon confider'd as m 
declar'd Enemy to the king. Upon this her penfion 
was cut o£F, and ihe loft thofe remains of grandeur, (he, 
till then, by her artful management, had kept up. 
Mr. Cleveland^ her father, who was a zealous royal- 
ift, having ihut the door againft her, neceffity forc'd 
her to follow the fir ft advice which hatred had fug- 
gefied, that is, to throw herfelf ampng the king'a 
enemies. 

M T &ther made at that time a confiderable fi%^te 

among the rxa^conttnts. His good {cnk, V\\ ^tw* 

common ulents, his great veneration foi teVV^xoc^ ^^ 

iJ^gttlgf life be Ud, and above aO. ihft cxUWidlvDsarf 

. B •» - - "■ ^ 
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veal he difcover'd for his country^s wdfare, had galnM 
him the efteem of multitades in Landnt, a«d made 
tlT the Englijb coitiQder him as the defender of their 
laws, and the bulwark of their liberties. I cannot 
(ay whether he had then formM the ambitions defign 
which afterwards made fuch a noife in the world ; 
bat having openly profefs'd himfelf an enemy to the 
government, he had too mnch judgment not to know 
niat he might draw the greateft advantage from Mrs. 
Cliveland^% acquaintance. He knew her charader, 
and that (he had been let into the mod fecret trani^ 
actions of the court during her profperity. 'Twas 
my ftither (he addrefsM ; and he had received her in 
fuch a manner as very much footh*d her vanity ; for 
he prevented the unea(inefs of revealing her misfor- 
tunes to him, by- ofFering her not only his own puHe, 
but that of his friends ; and at the fame time, defirM 
(he would leave to him the making of her fi>rtune. 
He won her c;fteem and confidence to fuch a degree 
in this firll interview, that (he foon after confider*d 
him as her beft friend. When two nerfons of 3_jyf- 
fcrent fex have a greaj.fefen3IhTpTor eacH~^ber, it 
ibon improves to love. Their political converfations 
became not long after tender ones : They were mo- 
tnlly lUuck, and Mrs. Cleveland did not think it be- 
neath her to become the miilrefs of a man of my 
ftther*s charadler, tho* (he had been dear to a king. 

How EVER, her love produc'd an unexpedled e&d» 
which was of hiz\ confequence to her ambition. The 
world wink at certain foibles in a woman, when they 
(bem ennobled by the caufe from which they fpring. 
The honour of being dear in the af!e£tions of a mo- 
narch, ballances, in fome meafure^ the lofs of viriue. 
But if we except the exalted rife, which fooths our 
pride to that degree as to change our ideas in this 
manner ; mankind are univerfally agreed to condder, 
in a difadvantageous light, all fuch women as fufler 
themfelves to.be drawn away by the fuggeftions of a 
blind paiTion. I cannot even pardon this in my mo- 
ther, notwithflanding that I owe my birth to an im- 
j^xudence of this nature. She met ^uh. us Utx^e m- 



Mr. Clevblakv. (f 

diligence in London. All the perfons of difti&Qion 
whofe efteem ihe had till then prefenfed, dewived her 
of it, and likewife of their familiarity and friendihip f 
my hthtr himfelf no longer valued her, after (he had 
indulged all his defires, and thinking (he could be of 
no fixrther fcrvice to him, he treated her no otherwiiSi 
than as a common miftrefs. My mother was ytry much 
difgufled at this change, and it cur*d her of the pai^ 
fion ihe had entertained for my father. She had pride 
enough to leave her lover without breaking into re* 
proaches, and went to Hammirfmith, being then big 
with me. I don't know what views ihe had, or how 
Ihe thought to fubiiil ; however, my father did not 
forget her fo far, as not to fettle an honeft main* 
tenance on her. iHer misfortunes were of advantage 
to her, as they made her diftaile thofe things ihe had 
till then, been fo fond of; and ihe not only bid adieu 
both to Jove and ambition, but alfo to aU the in- 
nocent recreations which moft of her fex delight in. 
Accordinely ihe devoted herfelf to a ferious courfe of 
life ; ma£ fludy her darling employment, and afie» 
Ihe had broueht me into- the world, ihe took the ut- 
moft care of my infancy, and a&erwards of my cda»* 
cation. 

It will be impoffible for me to iet the wifdom and 
virtue of this excellent mother, in fo beautiful a light 
as it deierves. She was now no longer that licentious 
woman, who had been alternately a (lave to love and 
ambition ; for her thoughts were now as chafte and 
regular as her outward conduct. I was no fooner 
informed with fome little glimmering of reafon, but 
ihe herfelf undertook to ibape my manners, without 
having recourfe to mailers. She had got a collection 
of the moft approved authors of the lafl ages, and 
the bed tranilations of the works of the antients. 
She applied herfelf fo cloie to this ihidy for feveral '«^ - 
years, that without any knowledge of the Latin. 
tongue, ihe made a wonderful proerefs in hiilory. 
She had formed her tafte with equal fuccefs with re* 
gard to works of wit. The moment a piece was 
f ubliihedy ihe immediately perus'd U v<\\ih. ^ m<v:aV. 
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•ye, sndt declared either her approbation or ceatwx ^ 
in which circamfbuice only ihe correfponded widi 
the world. Bat the chief obje£l of her ftudy was 
moral philofophy, to which ihe made all the reft fob- 
lervient. The other fciences were but as fo many hand- 
xiaids ta attain perfection in that ; and (he confider'd 
them either as folid or trifling, according as they either 
jproinotcd or removed her from the knowledge of It* 
She had read the tranflations of all the philofophers 
antient and modern ; and had extracted from them,, 
with uncommon penetration, their moil jaft notions 
with regard to happinefs and truth. Of thefe ihe^ 
by her great ai&duity, had form'd a compleat fyftem,. 
the feveral parts of which were linkM together after a 
wonderful manner^ and reduc'd to a fmall number of 
clear and folid principles. This was her fevourite 
work, which fhe was for ever reading, and in this, 
file &id, file found as in a fruitful fpring, her fbengltli f 
^e motive of all her adions, confolation ; in a word, 
the foundation of her peace^ and the uninterrupted 
tranquility^ oi her mind. 

I WAs^ hardly leven j^ears old, when flie began 
to infpire me with a tafte for thofe ftudies which were 
fo dear to htr. She found me endued with a happy 
difpofition^ or rather flie infus'd it into me by her 
great care ,^ and the frequent repetition of her maxims. 
Hitherto I had not been in any company but her^s f 
for having defigned to mould and faihion my heart 
according to- her peculiar notions, ihe had fo that 
yeafon debarr^i me all the amufements of childnood, 
] was continually under her eye, and was us*d ta 
turn over the leaves of books before I was able ta 
Uh them. I could read at an age when mofl children 
begin to fpeak ; and the perpetual folitude in which- 
I was brought up, gave me a habit of thinking and 
refleding, at an age when we are ignorant of our 
own nature, and under what clafs of animals man 
is to be rank*d. I was not taught Latin ; that tongue, 
would my mother fay, is now ufeful to none but 
criticks or fchool-mafterd, all its beauties having been 
tranfplanted into the living languages by tranflation ; 

and 



atfd tfie tiih^ which a child employs in Ictming it^ 
may be fpent to better purpofe in informing the mino 
with folid knowledge. In a word, (he was very 
nnch prejudiced againft the ftudy of languages i» 
jfincn], and called them the confounders of reafon^ 
knd the defh^oyers of the judgment. Tlie multitude of 
fraces which fo many barbEirous and foreign words 
kavie in the brain of a child, create an irreparablo* 
confufion. Twould, would fhe fay, be a great mis- 
Jbrtune, were is impoffible to make a progrefs in ther 
icienees, without having devoted part of one*8 life ta 
the ftudy of languages > but fince we can do fo well 
without them, *ti8 very ridiculous to fiitigue the brain 
with fo ufelefs a burthen. Five or fix years of youth, 
^hich are fpetit in learning a little Latin, contribute 
very funtly, and after a remote manner, to condufk 
Jnan to hi» principal end, which is, the being wiftr 
and happy. We are nor, ikys (he, at that age, ta 
cultivate the memory, but the heart and the ra- 
tional ftculties i and on this the whole &bric of hap^ 
tinefs and virta<e depends. She therefore contented 
erfelf with teaching me my native tongue in its utmoft 
purity, as it is neceifary that a man of fome birth 
Mould exprefs his thoughts in a polite way both in* 
(peaking and writing. She alfo made me ftudy the 
French tongue, as though (he had forefeen that the 
planet under which I was born, had defign*d me for 
a life of trouble and anxiety. Poflibly, fays fhc,. 
you will one day be forc'd to leave your native coun- 
try, and therefore may have occafion for a language 
by which yon may make yourfelf undcrftood to fo- 
reigners, and there is not any one more univerfal 
than the French, 

Thus my firft years were fpent in a bare imita- 
tion of my mother's ftudies. I learnt the elements 
of the fciences, with the fame views as fhe did ; and 
applied my felf particularly to hiftory, which is th« 
pra£lic part of moral philofophy ; but at "the fame 
time did not negledl the fource of it ; for which pur- 
pofe I needed only to caft my eye on the comocn- 
dious fy^xxi' my mother had dx^iy^iLU'D \ ^\ ^^«^ 

J 
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book lying always open on my table, and I had trai^ 
Icrib'd it with my own hand. I compared the inci- 
dents I read in hiflory with her principles ; I judged 
of virtues and vices purfuant to her notions ; and whe- 
ther it were that (he had merely followed thofe na- 
tural dilates of virtue and integrity, which arc the 
fame in all men, when they arc wiUing to obferve 
and adl after their impulfes ; or that my con^ant 
living with her, and imbibine continually her in- 
flru£Uons, had given me the iame turn of thinking 
with her felf ; I felt the truth of her maxims, and 
found that the fentiments of my heart agreed exadUy 
with thofe laid down in her moral fyftem. 

Whilst we were thus leading a ftudioos and fo- 
Iltary life, our nnhappy country was torn to pieces 
by inteiline divifiona. My father, (for I call him 
by that name tho* I did not then know him to be 
fo] at the head of an army of furious mal-contents» 
had lighted up the fire of dlfcord throughout the 
whole ifland. Thefe, for feveral years hiad made 
dreadful havock, and the war ended with a crime of 
a blacker dye than the reft ; a crime which has not 
yet been diftinguifhed by a peculiar name, in any lan- 
guage ; the re^n of which undoubtedly is, becau(e 
no term can be found ftrong enough to ezprefs the 
villainy of it. I mean the murther of Charles the 
firft, our lawful fovereign. 

Alt HO* the great privacy in which we then lived 
had fecured us from the miferies of war, it yet was 
ijnpoifible for us not to hear of that fad cataftrophe. 
The cry of the blood of that good king reached 
heaven, and the deep groans of all true Engl^min, 
piercM to our retirement. My mother enquired into 
the particulars of that fatal attempt, and immediately 
related the whole to me ; and tho* (he had arm'd 
her breaft with philofophy, (he yet could not forbear 
hurfling into tears as ihe fpoke the following words. 
Liflen, my fon, (ays (he ; liflen to a (hd ftory that is 
not to be paralleird in hiftory. The king has loft 
Jbis head on a fcafibld, and your father^s guilt has 
lirougbt him to it, BieiTed God! fays ftve, \^x. not 
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thy vengetnce be proportion^ to this horrid crime 1 
at leaft let it not reach us ! As I had never before been 
feniible to the leaft uneafinefs, and my mother had aU 
ways appear*d as undifturbM as myfelf ; her tean, thm 
confiifion with which (he began tofpeak» and the nana 
of fiuher, which I had nerer heard before* made fo 
deep an impreffion upon ne, that I foil into a fwoon. 
Being recovered from it, I fix*d my eyes upon her 
as tho* I expeded the foouel of fo extraordinary a 
preamble. She then iatisned my anxious curidity, 
by informing me of her adventures, my binh» tho 
rank to which my fother had raifed himfelf, and what- 
ever ihe had h«ard from thofe who had related to 
her the trouUei oi Ei^Und, and the tiagkal end of 
our unhappy monarch. 

Tuo* I was but yoong» with regard to years, yet 
my mind was not fo. My mother had painted her 
fiory in the moft ftrong and lively coloors» and when 
ihe had ended it, I was fired with fnch a tranfport» 
as for fome time made me infonfible to what was 
doing round me. I was terrified, u it were» with 
the multitude of images which crooded in at once 
upon my brain. *Tis not but I had read of the 
overthrow of iiates, of troubles, and bloody wars ; 
but paft events, when barely told by an hiftorian, 
make but a foint impreffion on the mind. But here, 
methoughts, I iharM in the prefent revolution, in the 
perfon of my fother. The impulfes of nature dafh'd 
with the maxims I had imbib'd. I found ni^ fdf 
inclined to love him, and had an eameft deure to 
lee that great man, tho* at the fame infiant I detefted 
bim as a monfter that was guilty of the blackeft of 
all crimes, and his ufage of my mother compleated 
my averfion. Hitherto I had no other fontiments but 
thofo of natural reditude ; virtue and wifdom were 
the only objeds of my love and admiration, and I 
could not conceive it was poffible for a man to de- 
viate voluntarily from either of. them. Thus did I 
besin to defpife the man who gave me binVi> x!bt^ 
inmmt I waj told who he was ; and diic &«ax isajccw^ 
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t»f &dier was fnddenly united in my ima^naifiob witft 
the ideas of averfion and hatred. 

I MUST hav/tver do my mother this juftrce to fay, 
that the moment (he perceived my inclinations on 
this heady ihe did her utnfoft to eradicate them ; hot 
it is dificuh to e^fe impfeffions from a young inind-. 
HTwas to no porpofe that ihe employed the vtry 
viaxims which I had approvM fo much while (he in- 
fill'd them into me. We muft, fays fhe» abhor vii- 
hiny f but then we lire in fvch a world, that we 
are fometimes obliged to bear with it. This is par- 
ticdarly true with reeard to peifons to whom we are 
bound by the ties Otducy and refpeSt ; on chefe oc- 
cafionsy aU wte are allowed to dk> is to grieve for 
their guilt, and to pray to heaven for their reforma- 
tion i but be their crimes ever fo great, yet thefe 
can never authorife os to refbfe them what nature or 
ether duties may oblige us to fender them. She even 
gave me to underftand> that I ought for my own fake 
to think as ^vouraUe as poffible of thy father ; that 
I had nothing to hope for from any peHbn but him 9 
diat our moderate fubfiftenee depended wholly on his 
bomity ; that as the penfion fhe enjoyM was fettled 
•a her only, I fliould be in want of every thing after 
her death ; confequently, that it would be proper for 
me to addrefs him, in order that he might own me 
fbr his fon, and make my fortune. Notwithftanding, 
I was fully fenfible of the importaiVce of thefe reafons, 
diey yet couM not change my fentiments with regard 
to him. I fpent feveral years in retirement, and 
couM not be prevaiPd with to VtsLVt it, in order to 
folicite for advantages which I did not value, and 
would not owe to » man» whom I abhorr'd to con- 
fider as a fiither. Study and refle£lion hiad brought 
me to a fixM perfoafion, that felicity does not coniifl 
in affluence. Virtue, fays I, is independant on the 
goods of fortune ; and *tis fhe only forms the happi- 
Befs of the upright man. 

My mother had undoubtedly the fame fentiments 
€» that head, ftnce I had fuck'd in, aa it victe, mvci^ 
''uAlicr milk; but then Boii heightened t\i^iamx\k 



^%r 



Mr. Clivblav0. vi 



experience, end therefore confiderM diem in a 
jttft light. She was fenfible that the weakaeft and 
wants of the body, interfere perpetually with the 
tranquility which forms the happinefs of the fonl h 
that altho* philofophy curbs the paffions, it yet does 
not make as in{lniiu>le to the cravings of nature s 
that certain extremes of ill fortune difcoacert the wii^ 
man, and make him forgetfiil of his principles i in • 
word, that tho* a good man ought not te wifli to be ib 
much the minion of fortune, as to make him fwerver 
from the didlates of virtue f he yet ihoold endeavov 
to raife himfelf above penury and want, as thejr 
are known to daam all the faculties of the mind. 
This ihe inculcated fo often» and was fo vaftly nrgent 
with me, that I at laft confented to go to Lmdtm^ and 
wait upon my frther. He had then attainM the 
kighefl point of werldjy gloiy. All his enemies were 
dead or cruih'd ; the parliament confified wholly of 
his adherents, and all the military employments were 
filled with his creatures ; fo that no monarch's wa^ 
thority was ever eAabli&*d en a ftrongey feoiMh^iU' 

The modeil title of Itrd pnttB^ rf the €9mi\ mmfft^^ 

feem*d to fecure the duration of his power & becaoiis 
that the people, who are always impoM apon by ont^ 
fide^ were firmly perfuaded, that a man, who dif* 
covered fb mi^ moderation, coaldj«Qt.be prompted 
by any other motives than thofe of jbi^Aioantry's love, 
or any other views than the p<iblib;Utilicy. He was 
ai&ble, popular, belov'd by the gieatell part of his 
countrymen, and refpedled or drnded by foreigners. 
We were informed in Londm of thefe changes. My 
mother, who had long known his charadler, eafily 
faw through this difguife v but confining her thoughtt 
to her own bofom, fhe imagined that even his hypo- 
criiy might be of fome fervice to us. *Twas not 
probable he would be cruel to his children, when 
Be affeded to fhew fo much favour and indulgence 
to the public. She defired to be admitted to a pri' 
vate audience, and her reqaeft wsa \iiim^\>2»k>] ^g^x^*^ 
edi accordingly we were iiittod\iCft4 uv\a >x>a y>^^ 
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wben lie came alone a moment after into the cabinet 
wliere we waited for him. 

He knew my mother, tho* he had not fecn her 
fo many years ; and coming up to her in a very po- 
lite manner, he askM what fervice he coold do her. 
The fight of a man whom (he had once loy'd to 
fuch a degree as to facrifice every thing for his fake, 
made ib flrong an impreflion, that (he immediately 
burft into tears. He feem*d to be very much affbdted 
and again ofier'd her his fervice; (he told him at 
once, that (he had been happily delivered of the 
child which was the frait of their loves ; that (he had 
till then, brought him np in a reclofe way of liie, 
and had given him fuch an edncatron, as might make 
kim not altogether unworthy of fuch a fiiuer $ and 
that (he then took the liberty to prefent his fon to 
him, in order that he might reap the advantages he 
might naturally ezpeft from being fo nearly related 
to him. 

Quaver feem'd loft in thought for fome momenta 
upon hearing this, when changing countenance on a 
lt]dAfn« he lookM upon us with a haughty and con- 
temptuous eye. No, no, fays he, this artifice is too 
glaring i con£der how greatly you are obligM to my 
goodnefsy that I don^t infVantly pnnifh your impu- 
dence ; and take care not to reveal this piece of 
villainy to any perfon, as you wi(h not to be treated 
as you deferve. He had no fooner given us this 
cruel anfwer but he tumM away, and left us in the 
utmoft confufion and aftoni&ment, as the reader ma/ 
eafily fuppofe. 

You wott'd, madam, fays I to my ntother, put 
me upon this i you now fee whether I was not in 
the right in refufing at firft to comply with your de- 
iires. She was in fuch deep affli£tion, as deprived 
her of the power of making me an anfwer, when lean- 
ing upon my (houlder we left the apartments, and came 
into the ftreet, (he not being able to open her lips tUl 
that time. And now chance, or her own choice, brought 
us before the palace of Whiuhalif before which king 
Cbarle: had unhappily loft his head. There we fiopc 

amo< 
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ft moment, when her grief became on a fudden fo vio- 
lent, that being no longer able to ftand» fhe was obliged 
to iit down on a ftone bench that was fix*d in the 
wall. Here (he exclaimed for fome time againil the 
horrid injaitice of men, and her unhappy fate. I 
fympathiz*d with her complaints, and was now much 
more exafperated againft the author of oar misfor- 
tunes ; and how unnatural foever this might be, my 
reafon did not feem to condemn it. Whilft we were 
revolving thefe anxious thoughts, Fairfax^ the con« 
fident of my father*s fecrets, paft juft by us, as he 
was going into WhitehaJL He had feen my mother 
fo often in London that he foon recolkAed her ; and 
being very much furprizM to find her fitting there, 
he ftopt to pay her a civil compliment. Her grief 
was fo vifible, that he eafily perceived it, upon which 
he befought litT to acquaint him with the caufe of it ? 
and, as perfons when feizM with a deep affliction, are 
fcarce able to afifume a borrowM countenance, ihe 
opened her heart to him without the leaft referve. 
He liften*d to her attentively, and whether it were 
out of compaiSon, or a political view with regard to 
0/ivir*s intereft, he promised to adi fo zealoufly in 
her favour as might, he faid, perhaps be of the great* 
eft fervice to us both. Wait here for me, fays he, 
ril go back purpofcly to my ford prouaor, and in the 
mean while would have you flatter yourfelves with 
the hopes of my fucceeding. He left us^ when I 
begg'd my mother not to ftay j Why, fays I, fhou*d 
we expofe ourfelves a fecond time to the cruelty of a 
barbarous wretch, who is dead to all the fenfations of 
tendernefs and nature ? He indulges me a fevour in 
refufing to own me for his fon { and he takes from 
me the ihame of having fo criminal and contempti- 
ble a creature for my &ther. My mother was deaf 
to my intreaties, and we waited for Fairfaxes return, 
who prefently appeared with an air of iatis^ion* as 
made us believe he had met with fuccefs. He told us, 
his arguments h&d prevailed fo far with the freuaor^ 
as to make him think 'twa& a d\{kQiiO>axx.^\i\TSL\L^t. 
to own me. Hi% amour witii m m^xJwtx ^^& ^^^ 
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serially known, as well as the fruits of i( bdbre fiie 

withdrew to her folitade ; but the lift (he had finoe 
led, had removM all fufpicions of every kiiKl ; fb 
that Fair/ax, who was a very artful man, had taken 
advantage of my father*8 blind fide, and repreiented I 
Co him, that his cruelty to me would ruin the good 1 
opinion he had endeavoured to preferve in the world, 
with regard to his uprightnefs and humanity ; and 
thereupon defiled us to return with him to the palace. 
As we were going he acquainted her with a circum- 
fiance that had occafionM her being fo ill receivM by 
the prote£lor, which was, that he had that morning 
received a vi£t of much the fame nature with ours. 
Another of his miftrefies, whofe name was Mo/fy 
Bridge^ had waited upon him with a fon about my. 
age which (he had by him. The proteSor was vex'd 
CO fee her, being afraid left this fhould give the world, 
an unfavourable idea of his morals, and his confiifioa 
was very much increas*d when he found him&lf ad« 
drefsM about an afiair of the fame nature. 

Fairfax carried us to a more private apartment 
than that in which we had before been introduced ; 
and we had not been long in it, when my father came 
Co us. He now appeared with a calm and ferene 
countenance, and received us with great civility. Af- 
ter making a (hort ezcufe fcM- receiving us fo ill be- 
fore, he aSur*d my mother that he efleem^d her as 
much as he had ever done, and was willing to give 
her a proof of it. Then turning about to me, and 
calling me his dear fon ; depend upon it, fays he, 
ril be your friend, and make your fortune. While 
he faid this I continued with my eyes fix*d on the 
ground, and did not once open my lips ; nor was 
my heart fnfceptible of the tender emotions of nature. 
I recaird to my memory the murther of king Charles^ 
and fancied I faw the executioner covered with his 
innocent blood. I remembred all the torments my 
mother had fu^rM, and fancied I was fpeaking to 
her perfecutor ; I cal?d to mind with v/Vi2kX z. cow- 
tempeuous and in/tilting air he had ttcewt^ u* x)cv^ 
JSra time : la a word, his pcrfou feia'd x^ cott^^- 



Lwidi the idea I had entertained of hia, and I 
fomething in his air that terrified me % (ays, my 
ler to me ; &11 at your £ither*8 feet» embraoa 
I, and endeavour to make yourfelf worthy of liia 
I but I did not once fiir, upon which ihe toU 
that I was vaiUy modeft ; however, he took no 
uer of notice of what flie faid. After we had 
»urfed together, but in a cold and languid man- 
for fome minutes, he again fpoke, and proposed 
ing to my mother which he faid would bo of 
t advantage to us both. Vou mufl know, iayg 
that l*ve much at heart the colonies of Jammcm 
Niw-England ; now Til leave it to your choice to 
nd fetde in either of them ; and depend upon it 
vou, will amafs riches ; and the honours to which 
(hall be raisM, will far exceed your expeditions, 
int fome perfon on whom I may rely, to go up. 
he {pot, to fuperintend my a£irs there, and by 
means make his own fortune 1 both of you are 
proper for my purpofe, as you are fo nearly 
ea to me I and what I now ofier will be of fuch 
kin advantage to you, that you may now look 
I your buiinefs as done. Fairfax endeavoured to 
lade my mother, that the lord protiSor did her a 
icular &vour, in making her fuch a propofal ; and 
his preferring us to fo mamr who had foUicited 
hat employment, was a proof that he had a great 
lion for us, efpecially as he trufled us fo fiir, 
*11 be honoured and refpeded, fays he, and will 
lire great riches in a few years, at the end of 
:h you may return to Ef^iand, and enjoy them 
eace and tranquility. 

[y mother faw at once into the artifice of theft 
s, and though ihe was abfolutely determined not 
xept of them, fhe neverthelefs thought it would 
>f dangerous confequence to refufe them bluntly, 
indeed might eafily perceive, from the reception 
had met with a little before, that oat "(xtfiKCdJ^ 
obnoxious to my &ther, and thsLt.Yk\« ot\^ Nvc«t 
to remove us at a great diftance (tom. YkXm. ^Sti» 
ol/ Juui no manner of inol^Udi^ ^ %^ ^^ 
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Z^amatca ; and indeed what pleafure could a woman 
ope to enjoy, in thus going into a voluntary banifli- 
ment with a child of my age ? But then ihe was 
afraid that fomething worfe wou*d happen in cafe 
Ae refused ; (he therefore thanked him for the very 
handfome ofter he made us. 

Th is anfwer perfuaded my fether that (he would 
gratify his defire, and being unable to conceal the 
&tisj&diion it gave him, he embraced her, poflibly 
with Sincerity, beciufe he was overjoyM he hlad im- 
posed, as iie thought, upon her in that manner. 
After this, the only thing mentioned was the prepa- 
ration for, and time of our departure ; and he ex- 
prefs*d himfelf in fuch a manner, as though he was - 
now refolv'd not to fparc any expence, in order to 
make the voyage as agreeable to us as poflible. Hea- 
ven only knows in what manner he would have per- 
form'*d his promife ; but thofe my mother made 
him were ambiguous ; and when fhe thank*d him for 
his goodnefs, *twas 4ipon the fuppofition that he would 
give us fuch teflimonies of it, as fuited better with 
our inclinations. 

We retired foon after our havlne left him a di- 
redtion. I had not fpoke one word all the while, 
and my mother was angry with me for it i but I told 
her my thoughts without the leafl difgnife, and was 
very much furpriz'd to find her confent fo eafily to 
leave England, merely to go in purfuit of uncertain 
wealth in an unknown country. My mother told 
me the motives why fhe had «:quiefc*d fo eaiily in 
outward appearance^ and as I had no other reafon 
to difapprove this ofier, but the extreme contempt I 
had for riches ; fhe then related to me the feveral 
reiledlions fhe had made on my father^s propofal; 
that is, his indifierence for us both, and the defign 
he had to get rid of ns. My fimplicity and unex- 
perience had prevented my feeing fo far into that 
matter, and I found my averfion increafe. Such 
then, fays I, are the views my father had in making 
us thofe offers. Let us, continued I, fet out for Jme- 
^'^wi if it is a defart and uninhabited place, we fhall 
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be hx remov'd from the fociety of men ; and In cafe 
they all refemble him who juil now own*d me for 
his Ton, I deteft them. Whenever my mother heard 
me exclaim in this manner, ihe would always en« 
deavoor to foften my refentment. 1 fometimes would 
xeproach myfelf for it, as being unnatural ; but it 
was not in my power to fupprefs thefe fenfations^. 
and indeed I afterwards had reafon to hate mankind 
Aill more. ^ 

Bbporb we returned to Hamnurfmitb, in order 
to determine how we ihould adi in that afiair ; m/ 
mother thought proper to viiit a lady of her ac« 
quaintance in Londm^ who had the fame efteem fos 
her now, as when ihe was in her profperity. She 
had not indeed had the leaft correfpondence withr 
her iince her retirement ; but knowing her charafler^ 
ihe relied as much upon her fidelity as evtr. The 
name of this good friend was Mrs. Riding. She re« 
ceiv*d us with the atmoft demonilrations of joy ; but 
when my mother had revealed our troubles, and my 
father's propofal, ihe turn*d pale, as tho* ihe haidr 
heard fome fad accident. I really, fays ihe to. my 
mother, concluded you were dead ; and tht fatis-^ 
fadiion I had of feeing you again was fo gyeat, that 
I did not think proper to rufHe it with any melaa-* 
choly particulars ; but what you have now told me- 
obliges me to change the difcourfe,. and acquaint^ 
yqu with a moil tragical ilory. Be aifiirM, that, both^ 
YOU and your fon are undone, in. cafe you put the 
leail confidence in the pfott&or's promifes. Tm novir 
going to relate fuch a itory, as will plainly ftew the* 
danger you are in, and ferve as a meminto- to youw. 
She afterwards asked, whether ihe had never known/ 
Malfy Brit^if who had been one of my father's mii^ 
treiTes. I have not, fays my mother, but Fairfax 
mentioned her to me ; he told me, that flie was ta> 
wait on the protiShr this very day, with a fon ihe 
had by him. Fairfax ^ fays Mrs. Ridi/igf has imposed, 
upon ypvL ; I don't know what views he had ia- 
BCAtiooing that ttnf<MtaMte woman to yon, fovflA.^ 

C 
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luubeeft dead thefe fifteen yean, nor do I bdien 
that her fon it alife. Hearken to the fad relation. 

MtJfy BHiJFi wai a charmiDg creature, and of a 
moik amiable temper. She had fuiferM herielf to 
be iedaced by 0/fa//r*f hypocrify, when he was but 
Speaker of the houfe of commons. His paffion lor 
lier was not more lafting than that he finoe had for 
you. She, like you, was abandon*d by him when 
he found ihe was with child, and afterwards lao- 

fuiih^d her days away in obfcurity with the fruits of 
er unhappy love. Chance made me ilrike up an 
acquaintance with her, three or four years after OUver 
hsA tnm*d her off. He had already been -perfidious 
eo you, and as you difappeared about the fame time, 
'twas foppos*d you died of grief when you faw your- 
ielf def]pis*d ; or that you had crofs'd the feas, and 
were retir*d to fome neighbouring kingdom. I foon 
efteemM Ma/fy Briifge, ai^ we grew vafll^ intimate. 
I us*d to comfort her whenever ihe difcovered any 
oneafwefs at her being abandoned ; and tdd her,, 
that affiiirs would go better with her when her fon 
was big enough to appear before Oliver^ and, by his 
vreience, awake the tender aftflion he once had for 
iier. Young BrUge, fi>r his mother did not dare to 
let him go by his father's name, had a thoufand good 
qualities. His mother war uncommonly tender of 
him, and fhe approved of my motion of prefenting: 
him to his father, who could not, unlefs he were a> 
barbarian, refufe his afietSOon to fo amiable a child. 
We confulted together how (he might obtain a private 
interview of him ; and were of opinion, that the 
ihortefl and mofl commodious way would be, to en- 
gage him, if pofTible, to come to her houfe ; and L 
naturally (opposed he would not refiife fo fmall a fa- 
¥our to a perfon whom he once had thought worthy 
of his affeaion. She namM a day, and made her re- 

flatter, and fent it at a time when fhe heard' 
3ut little bufmefs upon his hands. He came 
e receipt of it, and I happened then to be 
Brklgfh. We had heightened the native 
sf her little fon^ with an innocent and be- 
coming. 
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eomisg drefi. The ttomenc I faw him wtlk in» I 
withdrew into the clofet, wheie I coald hear all the/ 
ikid. She ialuted him in filence, and with a modeft air ; 
tnd caUing.her <b» to her, (he prefented him to QUvtr 
with To mach tendemeG, as might have melted the' 
noil; obduiace heart ; Here, (ays (he, is the frait of 
cor loves. May he be fo happy as to pleafe his fa* 
ther, after the many tears and fighs he has coft his 
unhappy mother \ I jiidg*d by his ilownefs in anfwer- 
tne, that this onexpedled incident gave him fome 
pain. He knew nothing of Mrs. Bri^it having a 
ohild by him ; and as he had aflum'd a fpecious air 
of (andity, he was aftaid of Vitrf thing that might 
eontribate to leflen the opinion the worU enteruin*d 
of it. However, he, on this occa(ion, a6ted the part 
of a profound politician* He afibrM Mrs. Bridgi that 
he was vex*d to the fool he had been (b long igno- 
rant oi htx having fo dear a pledge of their loves >• 
he embraced both the mother and fon a hundred 
times ; talk*d to them in the moft tender and paflion^ 
ate terms, and protefted he was overjoyM to fee 
them : And after above an hour^s conver&tion, he pro* 
posM to take the child under his care ; and (aid, he 
mould love him as dearly as thofe he had by his 
wife, and pfovide as well for him. As for you Mrs. 
ttidgiy (ays he, with a feign*d tendernefs, Fm afraid* 
you*ve been in want of many things fince I had the 
unhappinefs of lofing your acquaintance. Til ufe my 
ntmoft endeavours to make you forget the paft, and 
will fettle a penfion of two hundred pounds a year 
npon you for life. Tho' Moltf Brit^e was always of 
fnch a nature, as to be eafily wrought upon by per- 
fuafion, 'twas yet with great reluctance that (he 
thought of letting her fon go from under her wing. 
She endeavoured to prevent it, by telling him^ that 
the child had been always usM to live with her s that 
BOthing in the world could be dearer to her ; that 
he woSd be brought up with greater care under her 
' eye, than in a fchool by ftrangers } that he was ^ a 
very delicate conftitution, and not yet old enough to 
be taken from^ his mother. However, (Mv«r wa» 
' V*' 
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fo urgent, and deluded herewith To many J&opes^ 
that me at lad yielded to his infiduous reafons. They 
agreed that he ihould fend for the child two days 
a^er, and that her penfion ihould begin frooL that 
time ; when embracing them both he went away. 

I MUST confefs that he had play'd his part fo 
tunningly, that I fcarce knew what anfwer to make 
Mrs. Bridge, when fhe ask*d my opinion of the mat^ 
ter. 0/kfer, fays I, may perhaps be fincere, which 
undoubtedly would be of the highed advantage to 
you ; but in cafe he ihould prove otherwife, you and 
your fon are to be pitied, for having, yielded fo io- 
confiderately to his deiires. She asked my opinion 
how to Z&. in this ai&ir, and whether there was any 
room to think that Oliver cpuld be fo unnatural as to 
harbour any cruel thoughts againil the child. I dare 
not, fays I, carry my fufpicions fo far ; but I advifc 
you to make diligent enquiry where he propofes to 
fend your fon» and not to depend wholly on other 
peoples care of him. The two days were now at 
an end, when on the morning of the third, a gentle* 
man of a veiy good afped alighted from a coach, 
and gave Mrs. Brii^e a letter from OlivefSy and, at 
the mme time, brought her part of her peniion. I 
was then with her, and indeed I fcarce left her a 
moment while this matter was carrying on. The 
latter coniided only, of a few civil ezprefiions, and a 
defire that ihe would deliver up her fon to the bearer. 
*Twas then poor Molly Bridge was oppreft with grief, 
and tortuFd with doubts. Mull ihe deliver up her 
fon to a ilranger ? Could ihe fufped barbarity in a 
father ? This affiiir indeed was of fo delicate a nature,, 
that I would willingly have wav'd giving my • opi- 
nion. She begg*d me to advife her; 1 anfwer'd, 
follow no body's counfel but your own, that you 
may'nt blame any of your friends, in cafe things 
ihould. not go right. However, if you ask my opi- 
nion i methinks 'twould be too late to break off your 
engagements with OHuer. He is a formidable man ; 
who knows Whether he would not have recourie to 
violence, and how would you be able to oppofe .it I 

Very 
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V«i7 poffibly yott and your fon would be more an- 
happy upon that account^ and your calamity greater. 
But then, when you do give up your fon into the 
handi of this ftrangeo let your fervant watch where 
he goes, and by £at means we fhall know where 
the child is to be, and what becomes of him. She 
approved the hint» and adied accordingly. Stus en- 
trufled the gentleman with her fon, whom we fol* 
lowed to the coach with tears ; and the pretty crea- 
ture, who was not yet of an age to fufpeft any 
danger, feem*d afieded with nothing but his mo- 
therms tears. 

I ss NT one of my own fervants after the coach. 
He was a cunning, but trufty fellow, who, at a mo- 
ment*s warning, could artfully execute a commiffion 
of this kind. We waited with the utmoft impatience 
for his return, which was m about two hours ; and 
as I had not concealed the leaft circumilance in this 
af&ir from him, in order to engaee him to exert 
himfelf the more in it ; he turned his eyes towards 
heaven at his coming into the room» fo that we 
plainly faw he had no good news to tell us. Speak, 
&ys I, at once, and don*t terrify us, unlefs you have 
juft reafons for it. Alafs ! madam, fays he, if what 
I am going to relate does not terrify you, *twill 
however excite your compaflion and melt your hearts i 
Vm fare it did mine. He then told us, with tears 
ki his eyes, that having followed the coach a long 
time. It ftopt at laft in a bye flreet ; that the gentle* 
man to whom little matter Briibt was delivered 
alighted out of the coach, and fending it away, car- 
ried him into a houfe, and (laid about half an hour 
in it. That afterwards a hackney coach was calPd, 
into which he put the innocent child, and afterwards 
ktpt into it himfelf; that the child did not feem 
to have any harm done him, but had been flript 
of his fine cloaths, and was dreft in tatters ; that the 
coach drove fome time towards WbiteChapf^l^ when 
the gentleman difcharg^d it, at a little diflance from 
an hofpital for poor children ; that he carried TfiA&&^ 
Bridge into it^ and as he* canft laaOs. fiVSew^'ox >^m^ 
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there was bo room to doabt bat he hftd kft Udl 
among the orphans ; that he did not dare to fxf 
any thing to the mafter of the hofpital^ w make the 
feaft enquiry without our Orders, for fear erf* taking 
a wrong flep. 

Mrs. Briibe was half dead when this news was 
told her, and I was very near as much aifedcd as 
herfdf : I told her, that ihe ought not to take oa 
fo much, fince ihe knew where her Ton was ^ that 
indeed, I couM not have thought Oliver wou'd hare 
been fo barbarous, but that *twas happy for her (ha 
bad ihis opportunity of finding him out, fince ihe 
would now no longer be deoeiv*d by his artifices ir 
diat as he couM not think we had difcovetM them, 
we might eafily prevent the ill coniequences which* 
might happen therefrom, by uking the child private- 
ly out of the hofpital, and that when his mother 
mould defire it ihe wou*d not be refilled ; however, 
that ihe ihould make this the lail expedient, in order 
that Orfver might never know he was again got into 
her hands ; that I myielf would underuke to do it,- 
and belie v'd I ihould certainly fucceed ; that I pro« 
misM to have him brought up with fo much care 
and fecrecy, in a farm of mine in Demnfinre^ that it 
would be morally impoflible for Oiivir to find him out y 
that in cafe the perfidious wretch ihould have the 
afiurance to vifit her again, ihe muit receive him hand- 
* fomely ; and not take the leafl notice of any thing; 
whether he had, or had not heard that ihe had founds 
her fon again, or ieem'd to have been informed of 
it ; but that 'twas not probable he ever would havr 
the impudence to come near her any more, in cafe 
he heard ihe had found out his baie artifice. 

Ha VI NO thus endeavoured to comfort her, I went- 
away in order to execute my defign, and was refolv^d 
to put myielf out of pain that night, and not fufibr^ 
poor little Bru^i to fpend it in the hofpital ; but juftc 
as I was going out, I faw OUver^s coach coming to- 
wards Mrs. Brii^z houfe. I did not doubt but he 
WBs come to pay her a vifit. He had h^d time to^ 
laArm- JuaUti^- by Jus agjmt, q{ tlsift te;^«^% c^^ v%& 

ifilu.^^9 



Mr. CtiV^BLAiriT.^ t% 

defi|ns, and probably was come to fee how &r k 
affiled her, and to remove all fafpidons. I went 
to her a moment, and mentioning the di&greeaUe 
fcene in which fhe was obligM to bear a part, I ex> 
horted her to (peak with the utmoft caution^ t 
thought it wou'd be proper not to go fiu- from her^ 
in oraer that my prefence might encoarage her. 
Otinfir came into the room, with as calm and uik 
difturbM an air, as if he had jaft done the moft vir« 
tuoos adion i bat I obferved at the fame time that 
he was furpriz*d to find me there, for he knew me. 
As his only aim was to conceal this |part of his Tik 
lainy, he wou*d not mention any thmg of what he 
had done before me ; and thereupon, defir*d me^ 
after we had exchanged a few words, to withdraw^ 
faying, he had fomething to tell MoBj^ Bru^i in pri» 
vate. Hearing this I ftept into the dofet, when the- 
fear I was under leafl he ftould get the iecret out 
of her, and again impofe upon her by his delufive 
arts, made me liften very attentively. He immediate- 
ly fpoke of her fon as a charmine little boy, and 
aflurM her that he lovM him with a paternal ten^ 
dernefs, and then gave her a chimerical account of 
the great care he had taken of him i and when he 
thought he had faid enough to fatisfy a mother*! 
tendernefs, he aiTur'd her with a foft tone of voice, 
that though he refolvM to do all that lav in hit 
power to make fo fweet a child^s fortune, nis a&ir» 
would not yet permit him to own him publickly for hit 
ion ; that he was obliged to ad veiy cautiomlv witk 
regard to the world ; that his afidion would nor 
be the lefs for its being a fecret ; that *twas not 
even neceifary for her to fee the child often ; but' 
that fhe might fometimes be gratified in that par- 
dcular, and, in the mean time, fhould rdv wholly 
on the great tendernefs he had for them botn. Poor 
Mo/fy Bridge conftrainM herfelf fo far as to thank 
him for his goodnefs, and to approve every thin^. 
he faid. He thought he had imi^^^di ^^t^ \ktx vo^ 
^is czfy manner, and left bet not^ tL\ ^^ Tfii»?| Vosfe- 
Sofe, without Imghingzi hctfim^\Vdti. _. 
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How was it poflibly for you, &ys I, wJ^ I 
came again into the room to that exodlcnt womani 
to preferve fo much ihvngth of mind, as to lifiea 
calmly to that horrible detail of knavery and ba^ 
barity f Pm fure that I myfelf could never have 
adted fuch a part, tho* I advised you to it ; but ihould 
at once have unmask*d the hypocrite, who ib vilely 
offends both againft heaven and mankind. How was 
it poflUble, for you, fays I, to contrad a tender in- 
timacy with a man of fo di^rent a caft of mind 
from yours ? alafs ! virtuous hearts never come to* 
gether ; a man of honour will be deceivM twenty 
times in the choice of a wife ; whilfl the mod amiable 
and per^ of our fex fell a prey to hypocrites and 
villains. I made Mrs. BrUge coniider, that iince 
OlhervfSLs capable of carrying his artifices fo hr, in 
an afiair of this nature, there was no doubt but he 
had it very much at heart ; and confequently would 
behighly exafperated againft me, in cafe he ihould hap- 
pen to difcover, that I had aflifled to ruin his meafures. 
'Tis not, fays I, that I defire to raife the merits 
of the fervice I intend to do you ^ but at the fame 
time that I do my utmoft to ferve you upon this oc- 
cafion, youMl give me leave to fet about it with the 
utmoft caution. In cafe I am fo happy as to get 
your fon out of the hofpital, you mud deprive your- 
lelf of the pleafure of feeing him, *till fueh time as 
he is got into Devonfiire, Til ^y in Loftdon fome 
time a^er he is gone down, and will feem to fhun 
you, as tho^ we were fallen out. Til afterwards fet out 
fbr my country houfe, and you may come privately 
after me whenever you think proper. She left the whole 
to my management. I embracM her tenderly at my 
taking leave, *tiU fuch time as I fhou'd fee her again 
in the country. She was fo opprefs*d with grief, 
that I took it for an ill omen, and left her with tears 
in my eyes, as tho* fomething had told me, this was* 
^e lafl time we fhou'd ever meet together. 

I w E N T immediately to the hofpital, and walkU 
in as tho* I came thither merely out of curiofity. 
I defured to be admitted to fee the children, and ibnd- 
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led the prettieU of chem» parpofdy that I might do 
the fame to little Mailer Bru^e without being taken 
notice of. At laft I fpy*d him, but in fuch a mife- 
rable diefs as quite melted me. I was going to de- 
fire the fuperintendanty who feem*d to be a man of no 
breeding, to deliver him to mes but obferving that 
he was withdrawn, and that only myfelf and my fer- 
vant were left in the midft of thefe little orphans ( 
I whifper*d to my man, that I believ*d we cou*d now 
carry off young Bridge unperceiv*d. Accordingly I bid 
him carry him to the door, and in cafe he found the 
way clear to go out with the child, and fiep into 
the coach that was waiting for me. I (lay*d a mo- 
xnent behind them, to fee whether they would not 
meet with any obllacle, and finding no body come, I 
went into the ftrcet, ftept into the coach and got off 
very happily. Tiiofe kind of nurferies were, at that 
time, in fuch difordcr, and the children were negledod 
to that degree, that 'twas no wonder I got fo eafily 
off with my prize. I went dire^Uy home, and 'twaa 
now evening, when I fent away the child with the 
fervant who had carried him off; and, at the fame 
time, wrote his mother word how I had fucceeded. 

I CONTINUED fome days in Londm, as was agreed 
upon between us, when giving her notice, by letter^ 
of the day I intended to fet out for the country, I ac- 
cordingly left the town. I concluded flie wodd not 
be long after me, but had fcarce been three days in 
Devonjhiriy when I recefved a letter from her, the 
contents of which were very melancholy. Oii*uir had 
been informed, but how (he Gou*d not tell, that his 
fon had been (lole away from the hofpital. As he did 
not doubt but fhe had a hand in it, he went to her 
in the iirft emotions of his rage ; and fo ^ from 
continuing in his former hypocritical fbain, he threat- 
ened to make her feel the moft dreadful dSk.&$ of his 
hatred, in cafe fhe refufed to deliver up her fon agani 
into his hands. She at firft vowed and protefled that 
fhe did not know what was become of him ; but - not 
being able to bear up long againft hv& xlbx^t^, ^Dis^ ^soiL- 
fcffed the whole to him. This ibicif \)ixa VoX^ ^^^ 
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higheft rage, and tho' fhe obftinatel/ refiuM to tell 
him whQ had been the agents on this occafion, he faf- 
pe^led I had a hand in it. He repeated his threats at 
his leaving her ; and by an outrage feldom heard of in 
a free country, he left two armM men to watch facr 
*till fuch time as he ihould examine farther into the 
affair. Mrs. Brti^e was not in a condition to oppoie 
his violence, no one living in the houfe bat herfelf 
and her maid ; by which means, fhe was confined it 
k, and had no opportunity of acquainting the neigh- 
bours with her diibrefs. But this was nothing to the 
evils that were prepared for her. The two fellows 
whom Oliver had left to guard her, were wicked Vil- 
lains, who, as they were in fo pretty a woman's cham- 
ber, did not let the night pafs without ofiering at fome- 
thing unworthy both of themfelves and their mafter. Thc7 
ufed violence both with the miilrefs and the maid; 
and dreading undoubtedly, after their committing fo 
vile an adion, the refentment of Oli'ver, whom they 
very poffibly might fuppofe not altogether fo wicked 
as themfelves ; they fled away the next morning to 
avoid the punifhment they might juiUy expe£l. Poor 
Mc/ijy in the deepeit transports of defpair to find her- 
felf thus difhonour'd, was going to kill herfelf ; hot 
had fo much prefence of mind as to acquaint me with 
the particulars of her fatal dedgn, before flie put it 
in execution ; and taking the opportunity of her maid*s 
carrying the letter to the poll- houfe, fhe tied her girdle 
about her neck, and, at once, put an end to her life 
and misfortunes. 

Not withstanding (he told me in her letter, that 
(he was re(blv*d to make away with herfelf, J :yct 
imaginM, that the great love fhe had for her fon, W911U 
prevail with her to live, notwithflanding her deep dOr 
fpair. She recommended him to my care in fuch firongy 
fuch moving terms, that I could not poffibly think wfi 
would lay violent Hands on herfelf, without embracing 
him, at leail, once more. I was every day in expe&h 
rJcn of her arrival, but I only faw her maid, who f^ 
ciu/ated me with the tragical Circamfta.iv«* oi W W' 
Jtrefs's death, and the confequenccs of it* ,, v 
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oner's dcfign in fetting a watch over her, was to 

Srevenc her fending me notice that his villainy was 
ifcoverM. After leaving her, he came to my houfr, 
probably in hopes of either bribing me by his pro* 
mifes, or deceiving me by his artilices. But hearing 
chat I was gone into the country fome days before* 
and being informed by difltrent perfons that I had 
broke off all acquainunce with her for feme time, he 
no longer fufpefted me. As it was late when he had 
made this enqairy, and that he depended upon the two 
fellows he had fet to watch her, he thought *twoald be 
time enough to vifit her the next day ; and going in 
the morning, he came to her houfe juft as the maid 
was retnm*d from the pod houfe. The wench, who 
had bore a part in this &ul adventure, and knew that 
Oliver was the firft caufe of it, buril into a flood of 
tears as foon as (he faw him, which farprizM him a 
little. She told him all that had happened, which 
feem*d to afKrd him ; when running up to her miftref^'a 
apartment, in order to give her fome confolation, how 
was he a^onifli'd to find her hanging. However, he 
kept the maid from crying our, and fbrcM her after- 
wards CO confent to affirm, that he had no hand in this 
&tal diiafter ; that *cwould be for her good as well as 
his, to keep it a fecret ; and to bribe her completely 
to his intereft he made her a very confiderable prefent. 
Upon this the unhappy Mrs. Briiige was buried private- 
ly, and her fatal end was conceaPd from the v^'orld. 
The maid knowing I had a great afieflion for her mi- 
ftrefs, fet out immediately for Denwr/^re, in order to 
acquaint me with what had happen*d. She did not 
know^what was become of young BHi/ge ; however, af- 
ter I had tryM her, and found her difcreet and faithful, I 
thought file might be of fervice in bringing him up» 
■The wench was overjoy'd at having this opportunity 
of di&overing the love fhe bore to her miil]efs*s me- 
-laory }^ apon which I took her in as a fervant, and put 
'.thiB^ild into her hands. As I fuppos*d all O^t. 4%^<i|p 
^imm nw9 over, I Ihould have left her aTvdxVfc Osi^C\xw 
^a^'.coaatry, and /wve retumM to Londm \ Wx. ^ \^^^ 
^fm^v'd from one of my relations, by n>iYAcV \ ^ 
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informM that O/iver was come to vifit me, and made 
mighty enquiry where I was, obligM me to change 
my refolution. He was now raisM to fo much power, 
that I did not doubt, iince he was capable of commit* 
ting the worft crimes with impunity, but he would in- 
fallibly be my ruin in cafe he fet about it ; and I was 
fo well acquainted with his chara^er, that I was ce^ 
tain he would attempt it, if he had the lead fufpicioa 
^of the prote£Uon I afforded to hb fon, and the great 
ihare I had in dlfconcerting all his meafures. As this 
Jaft reflection thisw me into a dilemma, I poffifal/ 
ihould have found it a difficult matter to Ax upon toy 
thing, had J not calPd to mind, that I myfelf was in 
pofieflion of what would in&llibly put an end to all 
my fears. My country houfe is iituated a&er a vetf I 
particular manner, being built on the borders of ZV 
'uoff^ire^ on that Me were *tis divided from Somerfe^rt 
hy high, rocky mountains. At the bottom of them lies 
a little valley, which is part of my eflate, whence fe- 
veral fubterraneous paflages reach to the very center 
i)f thofe mountains ; and as the place was uninhabited, 
it being barren, ''twould be fcarce poffible to meet with . 
a better afylum againfl violence and perfecution. Ac- 
cordingly I refolvcd to bring up poor little Btidgt in 
one of thefe caverns ; thinking this would fecure him 
from all the fearches that might be made ; and my(df 
from the artifices of Oli*ver, or the treachery of my 
fervants. I did not fufpcd either Mrs. Bridges maid or 
my own iervant, as they had been faithful hitherto : 
1 revealed my defign to them only, when finding them 
inclin'd to fecond me, I ordered y^wf'/ (for that was mf 
man*s name) to carry into the mod remote part of this 
% foiitude, all the furniture that might be necefiary for 
making it tcnantable. James was fo induilrious, that in 
£ve or fix days he built a little room, which he fiir- 
nifh'd in an humble, but ufeful manner. I had the CO- 
riofity to viiit it, and it pleafed me fo much, that, z% I 
had not taken much pleafure in converfilng with laano 
kind, 1 almoft took a refolution to fequefter myielf in 
kb alfo, and take upon me the care of young Bri^i% 
^■cat/ftQ. Hawcver, as it was not probable I could fif« 
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there as unfufpcdled as wou'd be neceflkry fbr the fafety 
both of the child and his governefs, I fent them away 
in the night time to their little hove], and bid Jamt» 
ftay in the houfe, in order that he might viiit them 
from time to time, and carry them neceilaries. I was 
very eafy in my mind after I had fettled matters in 
this happy manner, and then fet out for LtndoH, 

Being fenfible that Oliver v/zs of a revengeful tem- 
per, I was perfuaded, that he, at leaft by his agents 
and emiflaries, would have a watchful eye over all my 
a6ti0DS. Mo/fy Bridgets death wou*d have eafed me of 
all my fears, had I had to do with any other perfon bac 
him. His hatred ought to have been buried with that 
unhappy woman, and his hypocrify feem*d to have no- 
thing to fear from her. But I knew him too well to 
reft fecure on thofe falfe apipearances. I had Audied 
him long before, and was fenhble, that as he was inca- 
pable of being ever reconcil'd to thofe who had offend- 
ed him ; a perfon who had once had the ill fbrtane to 
oppofe or (Hfpleafe htm, was fure to be the everlafting 
object of his natred. All his impulfes were fo many 
violent paflions, the efiedl of which was (o much the 
more dangerous, as he difguifed them with the utmofl 
art. I therefore was wtty careful of my behaviour, and 
* affeded even not to have heard of Mrs. Bruh^% unhappy 
death. He lookM for an opportunity of feeing me, 
and having found more than one, I obfervM that he 
fludied my countenance and my eyu ; however, I 
was always on my guard both againft his looks and 
iniiduous quefHons ; and thought that the defence of inno* 
cence would allow me to employ difllmulation, or, in 
other words, thofe very weapons he endeavoured to turn 
againft me. 

So MB years pafs'd, when I imagined all his fufpicions ^ 
were remov'd. I ufed to go from time to time to my 
rural habitation in Devonjhirey where 'twas with great 
pleafure I faw young Bridge grow in flaturc. Tho*^ 
his governefs was not capable of giving him all thofe 
inftruAions which are proper to form the mind of a 
young man, fhe yet made him capable of receivinr 
them from another hand, by tCM;W^ \k\xcw V^ xtak 
D 3 "^^ 
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and write rery early. He became vafily fond of read- 
ing. The deep folitode he was in having given hia 
a ferioas and clofe way of thinking ; he made, meiely 
by the afliftance of books and his own reflefUonSyi 
furprizing progrefs in feveral parts of afefbl knowledge, 
lie feemM furpriz'd, as foon as reafon began to dawn ii 
iiim, to fee himfelf confined to a frightful cave, hx r^ 
mov'd from the correfpondence of other men. He had 
a confused idea of the things he had feen in his in&nqr; 
and knowing from books that the world was peoj^ 
with creatures like himfelf, he ufed often to ask his 
govemefs and me, why we made him fpend his dayi 
in fo odd a manner? I ufed to anfwer him, that we 
fbould not always immure him fo ; that he would thank 
us when I informed him of our reafons for it, which 1 
faid were very juft, and therefore he ought to comply 
with them for fome time. The fweetnefs of temper ttat 
was natural to him, and the folitary life he le^ flaade 
him patiently fubmit to this reftraint. But now, when 
I thought him of an age to be taken from under a go- 
vernefs's diredioo, and judicious enough to conceal 
the manner in which he had been brought up, I reMrcd 
to fend him to fchool, in order that he might be eds- 
cated regularljr* I fent him to Eaton^ after having in- 
culcated to him that he had feveral powerful enemio ; 
and that if lie had any regard to his own fafety, he 
would never telt any perfon in the world of his having 
lived in the cave, it being as much as his life was 
worth. And indeed, it was impofiible, in cafe fo odd aa 
accident was told, but feveral refledlions muft be made 
upon it, as would infallibly caufe the whole fecret to 
be difcovered. And now Oliver's power increafed every 
day, and his ambitious views began to difdofe them- 
ielves. He grew daily more hypocritical ; and tho* I 
was not certain that he had a deiign againfl my young 
pupirs life, yet as he had already a£led fo vile a part 
with regard to that unfortunate youth, I juftly fupposM 
he wouM never do him any good. 

Our intefline broils, and the beheading of king 
Charles J had now pav^d the way to Oliver's grandeur, 
who, tho* he had ufarp*d tlie fovereign power» he flill 

pre- 
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^1 preferv'd his outward appearance of fiuiAity, Atd cn- 
I deavour'd to make himfelf be confiderM as the reformer 
I of the religion and mannen of the people. I had 
^ flattcr'd myfelf at Rrik that the very reverfe wou'd have 
^ happened ; that is, as he had tlien fully gratified his 
, ambitious views, he would have thrown off the mask» 
and (how*d himfelf in the odious colours that were 
natural to him. I even hop'd that this change would 
have been advantageous to young Bri4g,ti however, I 
found the contrary, and that his abominable and un- 
interrupted hypocrify, dafh'd all my expedations i fo 
that now I thought only of fixing this unhappy youth 
in fome decent ftation of life» in order to acquit my- 
felf of what I believed I owed to the memory of his 
mother. After he had fpent fome years at Eaton ^ I 
took him from thence ; and finding him of an aee to 
covern himfelf, I told him whofe ion he was, and hit 
ieveral misfortunes, to which, he» 'dll then, was a Urang^. 
This produc*d an efied upon him quite difierent from 
what I expe^ed. He firft defired fome time to reflect 
on what I had told him ; and coming to me two days 
after, he beggM me to relate to him once more tho 
particular circumftances of his mother's death. As for 
my part, fays he, after I had gratifyM him in that 
particular, I don't fee any thing in what you now told 
me, that proves my father either wanted to kill me, or 
had any hand in my mothei's death. The reafon of 
his fending me to the hofpital, was purely to fecure his 
own reputation ; and poifibly he intended to uke me 
cue of it afterwards, and do fomething for mo. With 
regard to my mother, 'tis not probable that he (har*d 
in the guilt of thofe two wretches whom he had fee 
to watch her 1 or that he would have employ'd them 
had he thought them capable of perpetrating fo vil- 
lainous an aSion. I therefore, (ays he, can't think 
that my father hates me, or has a^y defign upon my 
life. I'm refolv'd to go to him, and declare that I am 
his fon. I'll promife not to difcover my birth, in cafe 
he does not think proper to have me reveal it ; but £ 
can never be brought to believe, that he will be of* 
fonded at my paying my refpe£ls to KLm» qx xJeiax Vw^ 
D 4 ^asw 
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can relbfe to pat me in fome poll, foitaUe to a perfoi 
who has the honour of being fo nearly related to him. 
In a wordy Bri^ was ambitious. The lefiedioa of 
OJiver's being his father had blinded him ; and his Un* 
experience not fofl^ing him to perceive the danger 
or it, he refolv'd to go to Loudon^ in fpight of all the 
arguments I could employ to difTuade him from it. I 
fet every engine at work for a week together to make 
him lay afide all thoughts of it ; but his obftiniacy made 
him look upon all my fears as unneceflary. 

I PITIED his fate» forefeeing all the misfortunes 
that would befall him, and burll into tears at his leav- 
ing me. I fent Jxtrms along with him, and repeated 
to him at his going away, that he was going to run 
himfelf into danger againfl my inclination. I ofl^^d 
to give him my company, and would at lead have pro- 
cured him ibme coniiderable perfons to introduce him to 
Olhjery who, very poffibly, would have been afhamM 
'to ufe his Ton ill, had any perfon been prefent at the 
Interview. But young Brtdgt difierM from me in opi- 
nion in this very particular ; his hopes being chiefly 
grounded on the private manner in which he fhould ad- 
Srefs his father. He will certainly, fays he, be afl^ded 
with my prefence, and immediately receive me with a 
paternal aifedtion, when I fhall have aiTured him that I 
am perfectly difcreet, and he fees that he will run no. 
hazard in being indulgent. In a word. Bridge left me, 
and I continued very uneafy for a week ; but was much 
more fo at the end of that time, for now James brought 
me news of his unhappy fate. Tho' the relation was 
made in very obfcure terms, he yet let me into fo much, 
as made it almoft certain that Bridge's end was very near 
as melancholy as that of his mother. Scarce was he 
got to London^ but he was impatient to make a vifit to 
his father. He went, and defir*d at once to be admitted. 
James had followM him to the door ; but he faw him 
come out of the apartment, furrounded with five or fix 
foldiers, who carried him to one of the ftrongeft goals 
in the city. 'Tis not known how he was ufed there, 
for Oli'ver has made himfelf fo formidable to his crea- 
tures, that they dare not reveal any of his fecrets. . 

James 
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James has been feveral times at the prifon gatea bot 
' was never aUow*d to fpeak to, or know what was be- 
come of him. He flew to tell me this, which threw 
me into the deeped affli^ion, when I fet out infiantly' 
for London^ in order, if poflible, to affift my late unhap- 
py friend*s Ton. I went immediately to the goal where 
he was confinM ; I fpoke to the turnkeys whom I at* 
tempted to gain over by prefents (not to give him his 
liberty, or me the iatis^dtion of feeing him ;) but bare-- 
ly to be inform*d where he was^ and the condition he 
was in. All this was to no puipofe, and the only an- 
fwer I was able to get out of thoie hard-hearted wretches 
was, that they were not allow*d to reveal the froti&or*» 
orders, nor what was become of their prifoner. Fm 
perfuaded that a fevere fentence pafsM upon unhappy 
JBri^e. I am certain of it, from the knowledge I 
have of his father's favage and inflexible temper i fuch 
are the paths by which this tyrant goes to ^loiy. After 
iiaving (hed the blood of his king to iatisfy his am- 
bition, he might well have fpilt that of his fon, to 
keep the people in the opinion of his continence and 
the fan^ity of his manners. 

Dread therefore, fays Mrs. Ridimy his cruelty and 
artifices, after having finifh'd her relation. The only- 
motive of my telling you this ftory, is, to jQiew hf 
other dangers, that which you yourfelf are in. I fee 
plainly, fays ihe, t\ito^ Fairfax's defign, in mentioning 
Molly Brli^i and her fon to you as living, and telling 
you they had waited upon Oliver that morning. *Twa8 
undoubtedly to hear whether you had not been ac- 
quainted with their ilory, in order to impofe on you 
the better. I in like manner guefs, why Oliver (when 
he refusM to, own his fon when you were firft admitted ;) 
went no farther than to command you, as you valued 
your life, not to give out that he was his child^ De^ 
pend that he would never have let you gone unmolefled 
out of his palace, had he thought he might have feiz*d 
you privately. But fearing in all probability that the 
arrening a woman and a you^ in that manner, would 
have difcover'd what he is fo defirous of concealing, he 
has taken a re&lution to rid Umfelf q{ 'v^'^ ^ ^'^'^ "^ 
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manner as may beft fiiit his purpofe. Don^t fancy tliat 
your meeting Fairfax a little after was owing to chance ; 
'*tJA manifeft that Olknr orderM him to follow you» af- 
ter haring concerted before-hand what the former flioiild 
iay to you. Heaven undoubtedly direded yonr fieps 
hither, purely that I might inform you what was fo 
neceflary for you to know. Make a proper advantage 
of thefe informations, and, at the fame time, take care 
that it does not turn to my prejudice. 

So important a iervioe merited our utmoft thanks, 
and accordingly we expreft oar gratitude to Mrs. JLiHiig 
in the ifarong^ terms poffible. Yon, £iys my mother, 
are our guardian angel. I now behold the prodigious 
fleepnefs of the precipice ; we were on the brink, and 
I muft confefs that my imprudence had like to have 
thrown us down it. But now that your prudence has 
pointed out the danger to os, your ^endihip mnft pre- 
lerve us from it, and we'll owe our lives to you. Good 
God ! iays ihe, opprcft with a variety of fean, do I 
reap no other fhnt than this, for having led a life of 
fo much innocence for thefe fifteen years laft paft? 
But if my former CTilt deferves to be puni(h*d with fo 
much rigour, in what has my unhappy fon ofiended? 
As I myfelf did not harbour one vile or vicious thought, 
I could fcarce think it was poffible for any man to be 
fo wkked as my father was reprefented. I refleded fe- 
rioafly on what I had heard, and adding thefe informations 
to what had been told me before, I ask'd myfelf, why 
the love and pradice of virtue were fo firongly incul- 
cated to us, fince it is of fo little advantage, and that 
the favours of fortune are indulged only to the guilty ? 
At lafi, my mother having intreated Mrs. Ridit^o tell 
OS what to do, that excellent friend told us plainly, 
that it would be dangerous for us either to accept or 
refufe my father*s o&rs ; that ihe believM the only 
way to fecure us would be to leave England^ or to con- 
ceal ourfelves in fome very remote part of it ; that 
either of thefe expedients would be attended with danger, 
fince we might depend upon being watch'd very nar- 
rowly ; however^ that we muft expcd (bmc teUcC from 
JicMven, which never intirely aVwuttdona t>it \T«i«»ax. 
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I rpoke. Madam, iays I to Mrt. Xidiwg^ whither can 
we retire with greater fafety than to that folitaiy grot- 
to, where yoa was fo generous as to bring up my br»> 
ther i 1 have a great inclination to live in Atch a retire- 
ment, ril fpend my whole life in it ; for if all men 
are like my father, there is no folitude, how difmal 
foever, which I would not preler to the correfpondenct 
cf fnch abominable creatures. My mother was pleaied 
with the hint, it being the (horteft way for ns to efcapc 
the greateft of all dangers. She propoaM it ferioufly to 
Mrs. Ridaig, who immediately agreed to it; and for 
fsar left deteys ihonld be of ill coofeqnence, we refohrM 
to (et oat a Uttlc after. Mrs. Ridtt^ advu*d nt not to 
return to Hammtrfmtb^ promifing; to take care of our 
goods, and to lodge them in fafe hands. She orderM 
Jamu to get a coach, which he did, and font him 
down wkh us to Divomflnrt^ where we arrived fiiic» 
Jamn carried ns immediately to the care oafcen bj 
any one. We entrcd it with a kind of horror } aad 
indeed the fitoaticm of it was fnch, that no one ooold 
Tiew it without being ftmck : But then, I wu over- 
joyM to find myfelf not onlv fecnrM from mf ftther^ 
hsitred, trat the very fight of the reft of mankind \ aad 
I now began to confider them as fo many enemiet aad 
perfecntors. We appointed Jtamt the days when he 
ihould come and attend upon as, and faring ns neceAr 
ries. He em ploy VI the firft days in raniifhing our 
room, which he did in a tolerable neat manner, and 
in procoring ns all the conveniencies which his raiftrefs*!B 
houfe could fumifii. He conveyed the furniture in the 
night time, but brought us chiefly books and candles ; 
for as our apartment was unenlightened by the fun, we 
were obligM to bum candle continually. 

We are fo happy, fays I to my mother, in the midft 
of our misfortunes, that the earth opens its bofom to us, 
to fcrcen us from the periecntions of mankind. She 
was more afHifled than I, and anfwer^d, Alas! when 
will it open itfelf, to receive me in my laft afylum f 
Something is ilill wanting to com^Vtxit \!ica S»:«^xa >x 
now indulges us. The earth opetCd \t^ \iQ»^^TBw v;^ ^^* 
why, did it not /hut that inftant, axA\i>M^ >aA %x ^w*"^ 
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I BNDEAVOUR^D to comfort her. We are not» hyt 
1, to hate life, for this you yonrfelf taught roe, bat the 
miferies it expofes us ta The lot of mankind would 
not be fevere, did they but make a proper advants^ 
of every thing that might contribute to their felicity. 

They trakc themfelves voluntarily wretched, by 
their mutual injuftice, their jealouf^s, averfions, and 
the other irregular impuliies of the foul. Were mankind 
not enflam'd with paifions, the world would be happy. 
Why mayn't we then be fo, as we meet with nothing 
here that oppofes it ; and fince we may continually em- 
ploy thofe fimple and innocent methods which nature 
indulges us here, to msJsjd ourfelves fo f Is not the con- 
templation of the unalterable principles of truth and 
virtue ; our own refie£Uons, the pleafure of committing 
them to paper ; and the communicating them to one 
another, a fource of felicity, for ever within ns ; and 
independent both on mankind whofe fociety we have 
abandoned, and fortune, whofe ficklenefs or whints we 
need not fear in this folitude ? The gloominefs of oar 
habitation may contribute to the tranquility of our minds^ 
fince our imaguiations will not be difturbM by tumult 
and hurry ; we ihall not dread thefe involuntary emo- 
tions, which are excited by the prefence of objeds, 
fince we fee but very few things in our dark manfion ; 
and may gain fuch an afcendant over our own minds» 
as not voluntarily to form any ufelefs wiihet. The bare 
confideration of thefe things, gives me an antepaft of 
that happinefs I hope to ta^ here. I am peifuaded, 
dear mother, fays I, that you will draw ftill greater 
confolation ^om your wifdom and virtue, as I am in« 
debted to you for that fmall portion I poiTefs of both» 
which, neverthelefs will make folitude vaiUy agreeable 
tome. 

My mother feem*d to liflen to this difcourfewitk 
pleafure, and told me, that ihe was overjoyed to find 
me of the fame turn of mind with herfelf, and that I an- 
fwer*d fo £iithfully all her hopes : And indeed, I did 
but repeat what fhe had fo often inculcated to me, 
when we livM in Hammer/mitb ; but then fhe faid that 
ihe was to be confider*d in a diftrent light from me. 
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1, fays iktf think as you do, and hare the iame ideas 
v^ith regard to wifdom and happineis i I view with 
the fame eye the ridiculous jpamons of siankind, and 
the obftacles which they themtelves oppofe to their own 
happinefs. *Ti8 they themfelves occafion the perpe- 
tual tumults which ruffle the foul ; nature did not make 
them to be unhappy, and they complain of her onjaft- 
ly. Why don*t thev follow her innocent dilates f 
She would undoubtedly point oat a phmi and fimplfl 
path, which they might follow with eafe Md pleafure^ 
and never deviate from. 

Nevertheless, it muft be own*d> that If it be 
eafy to lead a calm, unruffled life, by followmg the im* 
pulfes of nature, ^tis when (he has not been vitiated by 
the paflions. This drcumftance, fays ihe, relates to 
me, and will plainly difcover to you the di^renoe there 
is between as. 

You are young, and have been nars'd in a deep fo- 
•litude ; your heart was never aflail'd by any violent 
■pafflon, and your imagination has never received any 
traces, that might make too deep an imprefflon on your 
mind. Thus, as you ftill preferve the natural prin* 
ciples of innocence in all their parity, all your cravings 
are juft, and you are not fenfible to any thing internally, 
that dafhes with them. Add to this, the care I have 
taken to infpire you early with the mod perfedt maxims 
4^ virtue, and' to drengthen nature by education. In 
cafe fuch a mind as yours fhould find it difficult to at* 
tain Jiappinefs and peace, they then indeed might be 
confidei^d as mere ideal beings. 

fiuT now obierve how far I am from having fuch 
favourable difpofitlons within me. I was for feveral 
^years a prey .to a thoufand violent paflions { I was car- 
ried away with the ftream, and foliowM the moil per- 
nicious maxims. 'Twas rather defpair, than a prudent 
refoliition which made me retire to Hammir/mtb i and 
if I immediately after laid down the plan of a more 
regular life, I was not fo much prompted to it from a 
natural inclination, as forcM by a happy neceffity. I 
•confider'd, that as all my expe£UtiQn& Ni\tK Tt!^\\ \5^ 
the world were loA, I was b9und Xo f^ticw ^>^«t ^se^^:^ 
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and to feek eUewhere the pleafnres it lefiuTd me. Hea- 
ren darted a ny of light into my ibvl» wliich dxTcoverM 
to me the m(^ fccret receflet of mj hean ; I there- 
in diicoYer*d fome traces of thode bleffings you enjoy, 
^ome remains of reAitude, and love for tmth and vir- 
tiie ; but fuch weak« fuch disfigurM remains, that 
when I compared what they were, with what they oi^ht 
to have been« I was deeply afflided to think I £td 
fufler'd thofe rich gifts which nature had indnlgM me, 
to be fo much depraved and corrupted. I then ftw 
clearly what I had loft, and refolv*d to repair it to the ' 
beft of my power. But what an attempt was this ! and 
wliat pains and labour did I confider that fuch a task 
would coft me ! How many combats againil a mul- 
titude of vicious inclinations, which a long oblivion 
of myfelf had fufler'd to fpring up, and h^ infeded 
every part of my foul with their deftmfbve feed! 
What a courfe of flndy ! how many refledions ! what 
care ! after fo many efibrts, incei&ntly renewed, and re- 
folutely maintainM, how many vidories muft be won to 
make the conqueft complete ! However, { flattered myfelf 
that I had obtain*d it. I had imbibed philofbphy enough, 
not only to comfort me for all my pift afflidions ; but 
fufEcient, as I fancied, to fiirnifh me with confolation 
for futurity. You know the happy life I led in Ham- 
mirfmith ; alas f I was happy, had my felicity been lad- 
ing ; but I muft confefs that our misfortunes have fome- 
thing abated my conflancy. I don*t find that peace of 
foul which you feem to enjoy. My paft adjohsare 
forever prefent to my imagination; and in caie<likoQld 
have Hrength to fopport the remembrance, as IJiave 
done for this fortnight, I am afraid ^twill fail me when 
I refled on my prefent torments. Thus I juftiy wiifa to 
die ; not that J hate life, which is the gift of iicaven, 
but becaufe I fear, that the numberlefs anxieties with 
which it will be attended, will render it inibpport- 
able. 

I TOLD my mother, that afHidlions abated infen£bly ; 
but that on the contrary, wifdom and vistae ^te ^r^- 
mU/ incrta&ng. Hence, methinks, &.y%\, a.W\'f^ ^aA 
■^lar Awl cauanoi long be unliapCT* '^^^ ^^^ ^^ 
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two refoarcei wbkh are infidlible ; firft firom the nature 
of affiidioniv which it always to grow weaker ta(cD&- 
bly of themfelvef ; and fecondly, from that of the re- 
medies of wifdom, whofe flrengch and efficacy it con- 
tinually increafing. Befidet, if a fon*8 tendemeft and 
companion are capable of foothing a mother*t grief^ 1 
may give you fome little confolation. I have a father, bat 
he it a very cruel one. All the afieAion I ow*d him, 
at united to that I have for you ; and as for your an- 
guifhf I (hall tenderly fympathize with you in it. 

Tho* my mother had naturally a great firength of 
mind, and I was comforting her continually, ihe now 
led a languihing and melancholy life. Mn. RiiTiHg 
came on purpofe into the country to fee us, and finding 
her good friend very much chang*d, (hedefir*d her to 
leave the cave, and take the air a little abroad 1 but 
all htt arguments could not prevail with her to do it. 
*Tis indeed probable, hys ihe, that I (hall run no great 
risk in freouenting company, foice we may fuppofe 
that OihuT has given over all fearch of me : But what 
motive can I have to return into the world? I can- 
not flatter myfelf with the hopes of enjoying any plea- 
fure in it. I mud be obligM to get freih acquaintance, 
and lead a life I no ways love ; or if I go into it 
to fly the commerce of mankind, I ihall never do it 
fo t^tBxMy as in this gloomy grot. Here only, iays 
ihe, flill fpeaking to Mrs. RiMt^^ I enjoy the things I 
love, my fon's company, my books, my refledlions, 
and the pleafure of your converfation now and then. 
If I have any thine more to defire, fortune is too much 
my enemy to indulge it me. Let me, therefore, end 
my life here. I am already half buried, and therefoie 
fliall have lefi way to go to the grave. Mrs. RiJing 
oppoied her refolution, but to no purpofe ; and as I 
myfelf was well acquainted with her way of thinking, 
I did not therefore endeavour to divert her refolution, but 
contented myfelf with paying her, *cill fhc left the worlds 
all thofe duties a child owes to a tender parent* ^Ia 
died two years SLhcTf and repealed W \xi&r&^\^xo^ va 
sne M0 /be hy on her death-bed, TL\\\^i fei^ ^b» ^ 
me, M moment before flic expii«di v^ ^^ ^"bI^^ V^ 
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ritance I im allowM to leave you ; but yoa^II be rich 
enough in cafe you never erafe from your mind the 
love for virtue, with which I have endeavoured Cb in- 
fpireyou. Don*t regret the fortune which your birth 
ieem*d to promife you ; bewail only your £ither*s cradty 
who deprives you of it unjufUy. That circnaiftance 
which is his crime, has made lis both happy ^ for I 
fee by the tranquillity you difcover that you are truly 
ib; and notwithftanding that I have been in fo de- 
fponding a condition unce our laft misfortune, Jean 
afllire you, that there is no place in which I could 
fpend my days with greater (atis&^on than in this 
hermitage. Adieu, fays fhe, with a dying voice, I'll 
be buri^ in this place. Don't you leave it 'till your 
' fsixhtx is dead. She breath'd her laift. As I had no 
one here with me but James, he help'd ne to lay her 
in the grave, which was made in the vtry room where 
we always liv'd ; and this I did that (he might be ftill 
near me, and by that means influence, in fome mea- 
fure, all my thoughts and anions. This being done, 
I fent James to carry the melancholy news to Mrs. Ri- 
dings who was retum*d to London "about a fortnight be- 
fore. 

What refolution fbever I might have fliewn, when 
I loft my excellent mother, I yet was afterwards forc'd 
to give way to the tender irapulfes of nature ; and no 
fooner was I alone, but I ihed a flood of tears. How- 
ever I did not reproach myfelf for it as a wcakncfs. 
AUthofe fenfations, which are divided when a family 
is msmerous, becaufe we owe part of them to every re- 
lation in particular ; thofe fenfations, I fay, I unit^ in 
the perfon of my dear mother, who was to me as a 
whole Bimily. Our afl«dlion was no lefs cemented by 
blood, than by the conformity of our defires and incH* 
nations ; and confidering the light in which fhe taught 
sne to view things, the life (he gave me was not ner 
moft valuable gift. Philofophy therefore itfelf fug- 
gefled to me reafons why I fhould bewail her. But 
after thefe firil refledlions, which had her only for their 
oh/e6t, I began to confider the condVtvoti inviVvtf^ Cofc 
'^(f§y Jeff mei tho' I did not ihed xtw '^^'^^ ^^^>^;5 
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,fle6led on my own unhappy lot, I yet was very nnch. 
pcrplexM. What pleafurc focvcr I had hitherto taftci 
m my retirement, a kind of trembling which feix'd 
me when I caird to my mind that I was alone, made 
me fenfible that I owM my greateft iatisfediion to my 
mother*8 company. I was obliged to continue in this fo- 
litude, were it but merely in compliance with her laft 
requeft. Befides, where ihou'd I go, as I was deftitute 
of parents, relations and friends, Mrs. Riding excepted, 
who was the only friend I had in the world. I never 
had fpoke to any human creature, but (he and my mo- 
ther, except James and the maid who liv*d with ua 
in Hamnur/mith, But I neither grew weary of my te- 
cefs, nor aefir*d to quit it ; but then, in order to make 
it agreeable, I fhouM have enjoyM the company off 
fome perfoa in my mother's ilead, who like her, woa*d 
ha|ire fympathizM with me in my inclinations. I found, 
it ^vou*d be impoiTible for me to livt in it, in cafe I 
was denied this confolation. In thus examining my 
own heart, I found that my averfion to mankind was. 
not fo great as I imagined s or, at leaft, that J hated 
only their vices, iince I was difpofed to love any per^ 
fon who was as virtnoufly inclined as I was. I hence 
had a better opinion of myfelf ; for I mull confefs, that 
in reflecting on my own thoughts, I had more than^ 
once been difpleasM at myfelf for harbouring foma^ 
ideas which are not altogether fo confonant to that 
mildnefs, that humanity, which ought to be the fruit 
of true philofophy ; feveral maxims whereof I had ad- 
mired fo much m the courfe of my fludics. I was even 
terrified, for inftance, to find I had hated my fether to 
fuch a degree, as even to refufe any favours from him, 
in cafe he would have indulged me any. 1 began ta- 
be perfuaded, that in cafe I luited him, 'twas more his. 
fault than nodne ; and I found, by examining ftiU far-> 
ther into my own mind, that I could eafily have pre- 
vailed with myfelf to love him, had he been a maa 
of honour and integrity. *Tis impofiible to eK^tt.C^ \.Vl<^ 
fatisfedlion which mh difcovety gave mt, Wo^ Ivj^V 
7 am Dot a monger that abhors crtatAtt^ X^'tYiVOi^^^^ 
IJovcjomkiad^ I am caually feuSUlc %v ^iwyt V!^ "^ 
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Ay both to the right and left* that one cannot 
■nut the wonderful hand of nature in this place^ 
^ oiade» but for what ufe one cannot tell, & 
Qomber of fpacious apartments. However the 
is not fo wide in all places. Here we meet with 
of fallons and clofcts ; fome ire is fo many out- 
other apartments as large as the former ; and 
have none at all. 'Twas one of the latter fort 
^mes had fitted up for us, in one of the moil re- 
orners of the cave ; fo that as the outward air 
>ot eafily enter into it, we enjoy M a kind of pei- 
fpring. One day as I was examining fome 
^es, which excited my curiofity more than the 

ExeivM by the light of a candle which I held 
nd, letters cut in the rock. Curiofity incited 
cad them, and they were as follows. 
"^ce flbould hiing hither Jkme unbaffy nxttich ntlp 
*» a^/ufn ; let him he comforted lAihtn I ajfun kirn , 
f torments can ne*ver equal mine, nor his tears thofi 
ueffantly : Such is the nx.'ill of heaven, that appoint- 
ich man his deftiny, and nxhofe judgments ari ufSr 
hie. 

\ melancholy infcription gave rife to feveral re^ 
I. At firft I was perfuadcd it was writ by Bri^e^ 
d fpent fo many years in this gloomy place» 
juft rcafon to complain in fuch a manner againft 
as to imagine (he had never treated any perfbn 
uelly than himfelf. However, after calling to 
hat according to Mrs. Riding^s account, he had 
m to know his misfortunes till he was returned 
iton ; it was not probable he could have afflided 
to fuch a degree, in an age when he was al- 
' ignorant of his miferies ; or had he kno^n 
was too young to be fo (Irongly afl»6ted with 
I might naturally fuppofe that they were writ 
t other perfon ; for the cave in Ruwmey Hole is 
Jiown, though it lies in a defart place ; fome 
night poffibly have lived in it before we did^ 
appy perfons have frequendy a fimilitode of 
JonJy found one dimcxAty, viVi\Oti^wi&, "6^*^^ 
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fweets of fociety ; all I reqaire in it is viitae and 
tegrity 1 and I promife to beftow all my efleem ] 
even tendernefs, on thofe whom I (ball find endoed « 
thoTe qjualities. O heaven f fays I, wilt thou not thi 
fome virtaonsy fome ^ithfnl friend in my way, in wl 
bofom I may lodge all my fecreu ? I defire one 01 
bat one, fuch methinks as thou haft made me 1 
who is tender, fincere and generous; ble&M with 
cemment, and a taftc for the moft folid and fubl 
knowledge. In what part of the world foever I f 
licar of foch a man. Til fly to him the infiant t 
pointeft him out to me. 

I iNTiaTAiN*D myfelf for feveral days with cl 
thonghtiy when I began to consider that I was not fa 
to hi alone. However, I had no inclination to 
among crouds, fo far from it, that 'twas my utter a 
£on ; and I am perfuaded, that if at that time, w 
I had ieen fo few human creatures, I had happen*< 
be carried fuddenly into the midft of a multitude 
people, I ihou*d have fainted away uith fright 1 
indeed this had like to have happened to me in Z«i 
flreets, the only time I was ever in them with my i 
ther. However, the reader will find in the fequel, 1 
I was not of a fearful nature ; and indeed a proof o 
IS my daring to live alone in fo dreadful a cave, 
mother had (o little curiofity, and her indifierc 
en that article gave me {o little, that we never 
thought of examining the numberlefs windings and tt 
ings of our fabcerraneous habitation, but this I refol 
to do one day as I was alone. This gloomy plac< 
caird Rumnty Hok by the inhabitants who live in 
places adjacent to it. *Tis furrounded with wilds ; 
the entrance to it is at the bottom of a valley, whicl 
ib narrow, that 'tis almoft covered by a (Iream that if 
from the foot of the mountain juft by the mouth of 
cave. Its head had not yet been difcover'd, tho* 
may follow its courfe a confiderable way under 
snounuin. The rock which forms a natural arch 
fometimes fo near the ground, and the banks of 
&jTBm are fo heep in thofe places, that one ciinot 
^tAcr without dangtw. But this cave o^pero *^^« 
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and lofty both to the right and left, that one cannot 
I but admire the wonderful hand of nature in this place, 
I who has made, but for what ufe one cannot tell, & 
great nomber of fpacions apartments. However the 
grotto is not fo wide in all places. Here we meet with 
\ a kind of fkllons and clofets ; fome are as fo many out- 
I lets to other apartments as large as the former ; and 
others have none at all. *Twas one of the latter fort 
\ that Jamis had fitted up for us, in one of the mofl re- 
tired corners of the cave ; fo that as the outward air 
could not eafily enter into it, u-e enjoyM a kind of per- 
petual fpring. One day as I was examining fome 
deep places, which excited my curiofity more than (he 
refl, I perceivM by the light of a candle which I held 
in my hand, letters cut in the rock. Curlofity incited 
me to read them, and they were as follows. 

If chance Jbomid hting hither fime unhaffy nxretch ith 
nviuitj an af^um ; let him he comfortid iKhin 1 ajfun him^ 
thai his torments can ne^er equal mine^ nor his tears thsfi 
IJhed incejfantfy : Such is the tjuili of heaven, that appoint- 
ed to each man his defiiny, and inhofe judgments art ufi- 
fathomable. 

This melancholy infcription gave rife to feveral re^ 
fledions. At firft I was perfuaded it was writ by Bri^e, 
who had fpent fo many years in this gloomy p]ace» 
and had juft reafon to complain in fuch a manner againll 
fortune, as to imagine (he had never treated any perfoa 
more cruelly than himfelf. However, after calling to 
mind, that according to Mrs. Riding^ s account, he had 
not begun to know his misfortunes till he was returned 
^m Eaton ; it was not probable he could have afilided 
himfelf to fuch a degree, in an age when he was al- 
together ignorant of his miferies ; or had he known 
them, was too young to be fo (Irongly afiedled with 
them. I might naturally fuppofe that they were writ 
by fome other perfon ; for the cave in Rumney Hole is 
not unknown, though it lies in a defart place ; fome 
perfon might poffibly have lived in it before we did ; 
for unhappy perfons have frequently a fimilitude of 
thought, J only found one dimc\k\ty, viYi\cJ^^wa&, ^"Vc 
the letters feem^d to be lately engmV^*, ^AALgofc^Y^"^"^ 
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the time that Bridge and I had lived in this folkode, I 
could not, as the letters feemM fo frefhy fuppofe he had 
cut them. I went on reafoning in this manner^ and 
lookM on all fides, to fee whether I cou*d not find any 
other infcription which might give me fome light in- 
to this. My thoughts were employ M fo much here^ 
that I did not now take notice of the places I went 
thro\ in order to find my way back ; by which means, 
when I was for returning to my apartment, I knew not 
which way to turn me. I was now in the greateft 
perplexity, and immediately invoked heaven, which 
alone was able to lead me out of this labyrinth. I 
Vk'ent firft one way, then another ; fome had no outlets 
when I was obliged to return back ag^in ; others did but 
encreafe my anxiety, which, as they open'd feveral 
ways, I therefore did not know which to ftrike into. 
But the moil melancholly circumibince, was, that my 
candle was almoll burnt out ; and I knew that fhou*d it 
be extinguifh'd it would be impoffiblc for me to find my 
way. I was fenHble of the dreadful danger I wcas in, 
and muH confefs, that how little foever I might value 
life, it yet ilruck me prodigioufly, when I thought of 
my ending it in fo deplorable a manner. At lad, my 
candle went quite out ; but what words could defcribe 
the agonies I was in ! I loft all hopes of ever finding 
Tuy way, which it would be impoiTible for me to do 
In the dark ; befides, the danger I was now in bereaving 
me of motion, I was forced to flop, when I fet down 
upon the ground. All my reflections muft undoubtedly 
be fad and grievous ; but then I had none of thofe vio- 
lent ones which aflail perfons in defpair. I recovered by 
little and little from the terrors which had feizM me ; and 
calling up all thofe maxims of fortitude and refolu- 
tion which jphilofophy fuggefts, I prepared myfclf for 
death with tne utmofl refignacion. I fpcnt near twenty 
four hour: in this manner, and what is moft furprizing» 
I ilept fweetly a confiderable part of the time. A power 
more real than fortune, was then employing itfelf in 
SOY prefervation ; 'twas he, undoubtedly, who thus 
lockM up all my fenfes, in order to preferve me from 
becoming a prey to the moft gloomy reflexions, which 

joflibly 
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pofUbly would have kiird mc. I twak*d, when I wat 
in pretty near the fame frame of mind as when I firft 
fell afleep ; that is, I was at firft very much frighted, 
but afterwards I infenfibly arm*d my breaft with refo- 
lution againft impending death. I am truly, iays I« a 
child of the earth ; I came from it» I have liv'd in it» 
and I am now going to die in it. May it then imprifon 
me forever ! a confusM noife which I heard on a fud- 
den, put diefe reflexions out of my mind. I liilned 
to it, and as it was then but an eccho, I knew not what 
to afcribe it to. But now the found being more diflinft^ 
1 fiincied I heard fomebody walking. I got up, and 
without giving my felf time to make any farther re- 
flexions, I ran as fldl as my feet couM carry me ; (and 
as tho^ it had been by that impulfe which makes all 
creatures endeavour at their own prefervation) towards 
the place where I thought I heard the noife. Happily 
the ground was fmooth, and my feet met with nothing 
to flop thnn. I held out my hands to prevent my 
running mv head aeainfi the rock. After having gone 
about an hundred fleps, I fended I iiaw a little light. 
The cave had feveral windings in this place, when I 
followM this ray of hope that 7eem*d to grow brighter, 
and which now gave fo much light, iSkt I cou*d fee 
round me. I no longer heard the noife of feet, but as 
the light increas*d, I did not doubt but ^that in advanc- 
ing ferther, I ihould find wh« I ow*d my life to ; and 
indeed I was not mifUken, for I faw a man, a creature 
like my felf. What joy*muft this be to an unh(ippy 
wretch, who thought of nothing but dying ; and that 
too in a moft fatal and terrible manner. 

How EVE R, I was not yet quite out of my pain. This 
man who had ftopt upon my advancing towards him, 
was as much fri^hten*d as I was glad. He held a 
lighted torch in his hand, but fcarce had he difcover'd 
me when he put it out ; and probably fuppofing me a 
robber, or fome monflrous inhabitant of the cave, he 
continued filent and motionlefs in the dark, to avoid 
the danger he imagined himfelf in. I was now feiz*d 
again with all my former terrors ; and fo unhappy aa 
accident at the inflant I thought myftiVE ^>9X^l ^^x<s|^\^ 
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threw me Into an inexprefible cooftemation. I mut 
then, fays I, peri(h. O heaven ! thoa abtndoncft me, 
for now I have no ferther hopes. I was pcrfuaded, 
that what I had juft before feen was a mere illafion, i 
dream, the fport of fome malicious fpirit, purely to 
make my death dill more grievous, by feedine me with 
the fpecious hopes of deliverance. I nevertnelefs ad- 
vanced a few lleps, when thinking myfelf near tie 
place where I had perceivM the phantom which deluded 
me, I cry'd out with a mod lamentable tone of voice ; 
whofocver you are, whether a man charitable like my- 
felf, or fome hideous demon ; if you will not let me 
fee you, at leaft indulge me the fatis&flion of hearing 
you fpeak. Alas ! I beg but one word of confolation. 

I w A s fcarce able to pronounce thefe words ; for my 
running, and the fright I was in, had almoft taken 
away my breath ; I waited fome moments for an an- 
fwer, but receiv*d none. I then fpoke again in a me- 
lancholy tone ; If you are a man, why d'ye refu/e to 
anfvver me ? Can you be fo hard-hearted as to let me 
perifh in this dreadful place, if *tis in your power to take 
mc out of it ? What d'ye fear from an unhappy wretch 
whofe life is in your power, and who asks it of you 
as a favour ? The perfon then anfwef d, in a foft voice, 
that in cafe I had no evil deiign, he would do me all 
the fervice that lay in his power. I guefs'd that I 
was not above ten paces from the man who fpoke to me. 
I went nearer to him, and in order to excite him fiill 
more not to abandon me, I told him in few words, 
how I came to lofe myfelf, in this vail fubterraneous 
place. Give me your hand, fays hef,' we are not £sa 
ftom the mouth of it ; you 11 fee light in a moment. 
I foUow'd my kind deliverer, who indeed, l^ught me 
to it a little after, when alas ! I not long before thought 
I had loft it forever. 

I THANK*D heaven which undoubtedly firft wrought 
my deliverance, and then the inftrument it was pleas*d 
to employ in my prefervation. I ihank'd him with 
fo fincere and unaffe^ed an air, as feem*d to furprize my 
unknown friend, when looking dedfaftly upon me ; in 
fei fays he, you have no reafons which engage you 
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to conceal yoarfelf from ne, and what it was that 
brought yoa into this dreadful cave, I fhould be glad 
to hare my curiofity gratified in that refped. I was at 
firflin doubt what anfwer to make him« knowing in 
general* that moft men are perfidious, and that it was 
of the higheft importance not to difcover who I was. 
I conld not conceive what that man could be whom I had 
met alone, with a torch in his hand in the place where I 
}ivM, nor what defign he was come upon. My furprize too 
was very great, when I perceived as he ulk'd to me, 
that the roomh of the cave was ycry rnilike that by 
which I firft cntred it ; for inftead of the deep and 
narrow valley, I now fonnd myfelf on the fide of a 
mountain covered with trees. Finding myfelf then in 
an unknown place, with a perfon who was equally un- 
known to me ; the little correfpondence I had then with 
the world, infpir'd me at firft with doubts and fi»rs. 
1 only anfwer*d, that I was an unhappy young man, 
whofe birth and adUons were not worthy any man's 
curiofity. I thank vou, fays I, from my foul for the 
fervioe yoa have done me ; and in return, wifh yoa 
a better fiite than mine. I know not whether thefe 
words, or the fimplicity of my countenance and be- 
haviour, |;ave him an idea of me, different from what 
I defir'd him to entertain ; but taking me by the hand 
he begg'd me, at leaft, to tell him where I livM, an^ 
what Iintended to do. His preffing me fo much, threir 
me into fome perplexity, upon which I began to furvey 
Bim attentively. He was plainly dad, and his coun- 
tenance was pale and dejected ; but then a fweetnefs 
which appeared in his eyes, gave mc a great pleafure,. 
and I found that my heart was naturally inclined to 
wifh him well. You ask me, fays I, who I am, and 
you defire to know my habitation ; but let me firfl know 
who you are, and by what name I am to diflinguifh the 
curiofity you feem to have. Is it love or hatm ? Are 
vou one of thofe fincere and upright men, whofe num- 
oer is faid to be fo very fnudl ; or one of thofe per- 
fidious wretches whofe only aim is to ruin innocence ; 
wretches whofe malice I endeavour to fhun ? Tell me— ^ 
if yoa are the man I wifh you to \>^, ItEa^X^^^^sE^iCK^ 
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forcM to live in our cave, where I had the good ftrtoM 
to meet with him. 

I SUPPOSED 'twas his wife he (poke to, who u* 
fwer'd only by a figh. Wc (at dowD» whai he oidert 
the waiting-maid to give me fomethtng to eat, juftly fi^ 
poling I mull be hungry, after having fafted four and 
twenty hours. He then defir'd me to relate to his wife 
my own and my mother's misfortunes. The lady liftod 
to me with the deepeft attention, but I found by her 
deep fighSy that her breaft was very much tortur'd. 

The gentleman beckonM to me to follow him, when 
we left the room, and afterwards went out of the cafe. 
We walk'd for fome time without once opening our 
lips, in an open part of this defert mountain. *I is but 
juft, fays he, at IsJk to me, that I inform you who I 
am ; and return the confidence youVe put in me, by 
telling me your misfortunes. You was bom in- afflidi- 
on, and as you have always been in an unhappy con- 
dition, you cannot have a true idea of it. You pro- 
nounce the word unhappyw/s, without hardly knowing 
the figuification of it j and I plainly perceive, by your 
happy temper, that even this cave, and the dreadful 
horrors of it, rather incrcafd than leflen your tranquil- 
lity ; but 'tis the very reverfe with me. I was once the 
mod happy man breathing, and 'tis by an unparallel'd 
adventure that I am now reduc'd to live in fo gloomy 
a place. Every moment I fpend in it, is to me a rack- 
ing pain ; as it increafes the horror that is ever brood- 
ing over Kiy foul. Prepare your breaft to yield me the 
compafTion which my anguifh fo juftly merits. My 
fcory is fhort, but never fure was any one fo moamfbl. 
Thcfe words, which were fpoke with a moft melancholy 
tone of voice, and the efteem I had already for him, put 
me into the frame of mind he wilh'd I fhould hear him 
in, when he began his relation as follows : 

M Y name is vifcount Axminfier, I was bom in Eng- 
land^ but my father having been made governor of Fk- 
rida and Ne^M-England by queen EHzahetb, I crofs'd the 
feas in my infancy, and liv'd feveral years in that part 
of America. I was brought up here in the fame manner 

as 



i 
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ts I (hould have been in Europe, lAy father's mild id* 
miniilration, gain'd him the love of all the colony, and 
even of the favages, who alfo felt its happy inflaence. 
I alfo reap*d the benefit of it, by the love and efteem 
which every one difcover'd for me ; infomuch that I 
reignM, in fome meafure, over the place, fo kind, fo 
obedient were aU the people to me. Of this I had a 
thoufand teftimonies on different occafions, bat parti- 
cularly in an attempt on which all my happinels de- 
pended. I had made a voyage to the ifland of CuSa, 
upon account of the trade which we carried on with 
the Spaniards ; and had there feen the governor's daughter, 
caird There/a J^Jrpez^ whofe beauty havine infpirM me 
with a violent pamon, I on the other fide, nad the hap- 
pinefs of plealing her. I was returned from hence full 
of love, and determined to beg my father to let me re- 
turn fpeedily to Cuba, in order to wait upon the go- 
vernor, and to defire his daughter in marriage; and 
there's no doubt but he would have indulg*d her to my 
wiflics^ had not a war broke out between the Englljh and 
Spaniards^ which unhappily defeated all my meafures. 
However, as nothing was capable of diminifhing the paf- 
fion I had for her, I refolv'd, like a hot-headed young 
man, to make even the war fubfervient to my defires. 
I was thoroughly perfuaded of Donna ^hercfa^ tendernefs, 
and therefore did not doubt but I fhould engage her to 
leave her father and come along with me. The only 
difficulty, was, how to get at her, and carry her off. 
I rcveal'd my paffion and defign to fome young gentle- 
men of the befl families in the colony, but they heard 
me with an indifference which furprizM me very much. 
I wonder'd what could make them fo cold and indolent, 
in an affair which I had fo much at heart ; and it even 
troubled me fo much that I could not forbear reproach- 
ing them in the fharpefl manner. Some days after, 'twas 
found that the young men of the principal iRimilies^ and 
all who were judgM capable of undertaking a bold en- 
terprize had fled, as it were by confent, and were gone 
no body knew whither. They were near 200. We af- 
terwards heard, that having join'd themfelves to a like 
number of favages, they had got lo t)\^ ivi\^c\i^>axYW^ 
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harbour ; had feizM upon two Engli/h fhips which ky in 
it, and were fail'd away. My father was prodigioufly 
alarmM when he heard this news^ for the Spaniards had 
already committed fome hoftilities ; and now they were 
gone, *twas fcarce poilible for us to make a defence, and 
we were perfuaded they wouM never return again to the 
colony. We fpent about two months in this anxiety, 
but happily for us we continued unmolefled by the Spa- 
fiiards. In the mean time my father took all the care 
poflible for our fccurity. He order'd a little fort to be 
rais'd at the mouth of the river. I was fuperintending 
it with him, in order to hailen the work, when we fpy*d 
two fhips coming towards us with a very ^vourable 
wind. As we were too far from them to fee what flag 
they carried, our fear was equal to the danger we were 
in. We took up arms, and all thofe who were capable 
of making the leafl defence, refolv'd to oppofc the dc- 
fcent with the utmoft vigour. I'he two captains of the 
fhips which our young people had run away with were 
with us ; and they iirft difcover'd that 'twas their own 
veflcls which were failing towards the port. Though 
we were very joyful at this, it yet was dafh'd with fear, 
as we were intirely ignorant of the defign they came 
upon. 

In fine, when they were advanced near enough to be 
feen diHindly, we faw their decks crouded with our 
friends and countrymen, whoftretch'd out their hands to us* 
in token of peace and friendihip ; a little after, when they 
came afhore, my father received them with a fevere and 
difcontcnted air, when the chief of them advanced to- 
w.irds him in a fubmifTive manner, and ask*d pardon ; 
conte fling at the fame time the raihnefs of their conduft, 
whidi, they faid, cou'd not be juftified but by the mo- 
tives of i:, 'vi^ to do the governor's fon a piece of fer- 
vice. In a word, they, had attempted to carry offDof/fia 
T/jere/a, upon my acquainting them with my violent 
palfion for her ; had fucceeded in their enterprize, and 
brought away that charming woman. I was in fuch 
tranfporcs of joy, at what I heard, that I fell at my fa- 
ther's feet, and conjur'd him to forget what was pafl, 
ipd fuffcr me to run to my felicity. Where is ihc ? fays 
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t. My excellent friends, in what manner can I reward 
fo iignal a piece of fervice! They told me, that (he was 
in one of the cabbins alone, and was vaAIy melancholy ; 
they not having acquainted herVhither fhe was to go, 
in order that fhe might be agreeably furpriz'd when Ihe 
Found herfelf in my arms. How greatly focver 1 might 
rely on her afiedion, i yet was afraid that (he would be 
offended at her having been carried off fo fuddenly ; and 
confequently would look upon it as a want of love and 
efteem in me. For this rcafon I dreaded to come int> 
her prefence, and firft made them tell me in what man- 
ner it had been done ; in order that I might know v.ht- 
rher they had adled any thing that could juftly difpieaic 
ber. They told me, that they had carried heroff with- 
otit anv violence, as fhe was walking with her fntlier 
and a few ladies. Hearing this, 1 went aboard the (hip, 
gnd furpriz'd her prodigioufly by my prel'eiice. 'i here's 
no doubt but htr fears were entirely rcmov'd, when fl« 
faw a lover at her hex, whofe tendernefs and fidelity 
[he had fo often experienc*d ; but as ihe thought thu 
methods I had employed to get her, too rough and 
lot vtry common, ihe receiv'd me at firft with fomc 
M)ldnef8, and (aid, fhe did not imagine I fhould have 
smploy'd ftrangers to carry her off. I cleared myfclf lo 
ber, by explaining the whole myllery of the adventure, 
ind foon brought her to join with me in thanking hea- 
iren, for making us both thus happy in fo unexpected a 
manner. J conduced her to fhore. My father, who 
iuring this might poiTibly have been in doubt with him- 
felf how to behave towards ur, was determined, the 
moment he faw us, to give me leave to marry her. For 
ny fake he forgave the young gentlemen who had ex- 
!rted themfelves fo much for my fervice j and every one 
jcing overjoy 'd at my fuccefs, 1 was made happy a 
few days after, by the folemnization of our marriage. 

My pleafure incrcafed afterwards every day. I Joved 
ny amiable confort with the utmofl tendernefp, and had 
I daughter by her whom you jull now faw in the cave. 
Ne fpent feveral years happily in Florida *till my father 
lied, whom I pofTibly might have fuccceded in his go- 
rernment, had I been inclin*d to flay any longer in 
F 3 Anufuav 
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America ; but I had loDg before made a xefblutioii to go 
for Europe, the firfl opportunity that ihonld ofier k&lf, 
which my wife was no lefs defirous of than mylelf. ^• 
cordingly I put all I was worth in the world on board 
a ihip, and with my dear family , fet (ail for my nacire 
country. But do men know what they defire» when 
they propofe a fktis£adUon in what they niake choice of? 
thofe very things which they think will beft promote 
their happinefs, plunge them often into mifery. They 
quit a certain repofe, which they grow weary of through 
levity, and run after a ihadow that leads them to de- 
flrudlion. *Tis thus I myfelf contributed to ray own 
ruin, when I thought to increafe my felicity. I led a 
calm and eafy life in Florida ; I was efteem*d by my 
friends, and dear to my wife ; what occafion was theie 
for me to go to England, there to be opprefs'd with 
ihame and mifery, out of which I have never been able 
to extricate myfelf? 

I arrived in London about two years fince, when I 
found the government changed, and OUver'i authority 
£rmly eilabliih'd. How much compailion foever I might 
have for the fad fate of our unhappy king, and the vile 
treatment I heard he met with, I yet thought myfelf 
cblig'd to follow the flream, and fubmit with the reft 
to his tyranny. The firft thing I did was to lay oot 
part of my fortune in purchafing fome confiderable mi- 
nors in this county ; and this being done« I fetded in 
Lcndon, where, without intermeddling with publick tf- 
fairs, I confinM myfelf to the acquaintance of a few per« 
fons who had been my father's friends, and the company 
of my dear wife. We liv'd undiflurbM for fifteen monthi, 
but during this, villainy and fury were confpiring my 
ruin. Aberdeen, Oli'ver'B favourite and confident, hap* 
pened to fee my wife in a public fhew ; when burning 
with a brutal paflion, he endeavoured to get an oppor- 
tunity of vifiting her, and fet every engine at work to 
feduce her. She acquainted me with it. Htr love and 
her prudence prov*d iufficiently that her condu£l was per- 
fectly virtuous. But now Aberdeen growing flagrantly 
infolent, I thought proper to acquaint Oli<ver privately 
of it^ and begg*d him to check his favourite's infolence. 

OBver 
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Olvvit hoird me with an aflR^fted aftonifhment, and an- 
fwer^d, duit as he knew Ahurdttn to be a very difcreet 
man, he could fcarce believe him guilty of the villainy 
I chare'd him with ; that poffibly I might be too foon 
ihock*d in affiiirs of this nature \ that a man (hould not 
always judge from appearances, or yield too lightly to 
fiifpiciont ; and that he was almioft fure I had either been 
impoftd upon by falfe reports, or was deluded by jea- 
loofy. 'I don*t, fays I to him with great warmth, tell 
yon thitfe things from hearfay, but from what I myfelf 
have feen with my own eyes. Aberdeen was fo audacious 
as to come to my houfe, and even in the night time ; 
i was at home though he fuppos'd me abroad ; and had 
it not been out of refpefl to you, I (hould that inftant 
have pat it oat of his power ever to repeat his infolcnce. 
I conjure yoor highnefs, feys I, to put a flop to it in 
cafe he ever reaflumes to aft the fame part, or elfe give 
me leave to paaifli him. 

Wb were intemipted, and nothing came of my com- 
plaint j bot in the evening Aberdeen came up to me as I 
wa» taldng the air in a place of public refort. My lord, 
ikys he M^ mt. I Icnow that you have made feveral com* 
plaints agatBit me 1 poffibly I may have given you fome 
toalba for it^ inkTW never do any thing that can ofiend 
yo« more. 1 lorie upon wedlock as facred % and I there- 
Ibrt wiih that heaven may pnnifh me, if I had the leaft 
deign to injore you. I muft confefs that I lore your 
hAfi n^is either a madnefs, oradifeafe; bntlHl give 
you leave to puniih me with yojor qvyn band, if ever 
you find I pretend to any thing farther than the inno- 
cent deiire of feeing her. Don^ refufe me this fatisfa6li- 
en, and Indulge me your friendihip. A compliment of 
fo Angular a nature, ob]ig*d me to reflect fome time up- 
on what anfwer I ihould make him. I was fenfible that 
a man might be enflamM with a llrong nailion, and at 
the fame time, be virtuous enough to refift it ; but then 
I could not expeft fo much greatnefs of foid in an Aber^ 
Ann^ that is, in a man who is a ilave to a tyrant. Vir- 
tue is not acquir'd in a moment; and it muft have 
taken deep root in the foul before it can produce fuch 
cfiefts as may be infidlibly depended u^^. Usam ^x^^^ 

F4 iaw; 
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Abirdein be fo much devoted to OUvtr^ were there not 
a perfect funilitude in their inclinations ? I could not rdy 
upon either of them. However, as I was not willing 
to pafs for a whimfical or jealous husband, I anfwer'd 
him in a civil manner, that I could not be ofiended at 
any perfon for efteeming my wife ; but then that I thougbt 
him fo reafonable, as to know that ibme bounds were 
to be fet to an eileem of this kind. He appeared (atis- 
£ed, but how was I furprizM to fee him come to my 
houfe the very next day ; however I ufed him veiy 
handfomely, when, after we had talk*d together a mo- 
ment or two, he ask*d whether he might not have the 
honour to pay his refpefls to my wife. I did not deny 
him ; but as I had told her the night before what had 
paft between us, fhe reflisM to appear, upon pretence 
that fhe was out of order. He left me with an air of 
diflatis&dion, which however did not prevent his ^^ 
turning fome days after, and repeating his vifit ieveral 
times, tho^ he always met with the fame reception. At 
lafl, as this villain could no longer mask himielf, he 
took a moft horrid refolution, whidi brought him to a 
jufl death, and plung'd me into the depth of mifery. 

As toy wife took pleafure in public fhews, fhe os'd 
to be frequently a fpedator on thofe occafions. She was 
one day gone to one of thefe with fome ladies of her 
acquaintance, and I expeded her return at the ufual hoWt 
when one of my fervants came almofl out of breath, and 
told me that my coach had been flopt in the ftreet 5 that 
the traces had been cut, and his lady taken out by fe- 
veral men masked, who had inmiediately thruft her into 
^another coach, and made off. I was in fuch a rage 
when this was told me, that I rufh*d out of the houfe, 
but was met that inflant by the ladies who had been 
along with my wife. They were in a hackney coach, 
not having an opportunity of returning in mine. The 
tears which flood in their eyes, confirmed but too flrong- 
ly the fad news my fervant had brought roe. Cruel 
women ! fays I to them. With an air of diftradion, re- 
llore me, my wife \ I had entrufted you with her. Say- 
ing this I would have left them that inHanc, but they 
fiopt me, faying, I ihould foon • hear from her ; and 

that 
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that wKither foever thofe rafSani might carry her, they 
wcMild certainly be found out. And indeed, they had 
had fo much prefence of mind, as to bid my coachman 
fellow the coach in which his miftrefs was carried off; 
and this he did by getting upon one of the coach horfes, 
whofe traces, as I before obferv*d, had been cut: So 
that the very expedient which thofe villains had uken 
for their own fecurity, ferv*d to haften the difcovery, 
and the punifhment of their crime. Bat then this wu 
a feeble confolation, fince they had time enough to per- 
petrate their vilhuny I 

I CAMS back into the houfe, in order to wait for the 
coachnuui*s return, but in the mean time was tortured 
with a thou&nd tumultuous paflions, and unable to utter 
a fingle word. He returnM about an hour after, and 
told us he could not learn the names of the ruffians i 
however, that having followed them about a mile out 
of town, they had ftopt in a folitary place, and went 
into a houfe, which he had taken very exa£t notice of. 
This gave me fome hopes, and I eafily fupposM that no 
man but jfhrdeen could be capable of committing fb vile 
an aAion. I devoted him to all the furies in hell, and 
fwore I would murther him tho* he fliould run for (hek 
•ter to OHverU arms. I immediately caird all my friendi 
together, when about a dozen of us, all of them of the 
higheft quality, and private enemies to 0/rwrand his ad- 
herents, fet out With our fervants. 'Twas about ten a clock 
when we got to the houfe to which my coachman di- 
redUd us ; when I defir*d eight of my friends to furround 
it, fo that none might efcape. We then broke open the 
door, and I went in the fourth, fword in hand, firmly 
refolvM not to give quarter to any perfon. The firft 
thing I faw was a fervant who attempted to fly the mo- 
ment he faw me, but I llopt him, and cried in a farious 
tone ; Where is Aberdeen and lady Axminfter ? The fel- 
low fcign'd very cunningly to be furpriz'd, as tho' he 
had not known what I meant ; but my coachman, who 
followM me, having aflurM me that he knew him to be 
one of the raviihers, I tum'd the point of my fword to 
his breaft, and cry*d, fpeak f or you are a dead man. 
Hearing this he trembled^ and told me, that his mafter 
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was above ftairs with my wife. I uk*d Uiii if dcf 
were alone ; he anfwer^d, that they were ia bed to^^dier. 
In bed together f iaid I. Revenge^ revenge, my den 
friends ! Saying this I fell into a fwoon. My friends h^ 
pofing I had only fiiinted away, orderM my coachmu 
to take care of me, and flew to the room where the 
guilty Jberdeen was. He had heard the noife and beiag 
afraid, had barricaded the'door ; however *twaa infan^ 
\y forc*d open, the* he did his otmofl endeavours to keep 
them out. My friends did not kill him, bat diooglu 
proper to leave to me the choice of the death fae fhonld 
die. I ran up iburs a moment after, for I recovered 
prefently from the fwoon, and 'twas impoffihle bot I 
moil be more than ordinarily furious. I fbond j&er- 
detn kneeling down, and begging for life in the moft 
abject manner. I was going to Sab him in every part 
of his body, when one of my friends kept back my arm, 
and faid, that iince his life was in my hands, it would 
be proper to ask him ieveral queftions before I difpatch'd 
him. I ilopt. The confufion I was in took my fpeech 
from me, when I caft my eyes round to look fbr my 
wife, who was ftiU in bed. My fury, which had not 
vented itfelf on AhertUen^ was now directed wholly le 
Iter. I deceived my friends, who had no manner of dif- 
truft of what I meditated, and gave her feveral wonodf. 
This being done, fhe yet had fo much ftrength left, as 
to hold me fafl by the arm as I gave her the fourth 
ftab ; and even to draw me on the bed, when with a 
faint voice ihe calPd me her dear, but barbarous Junbaad^ 
My friends came up, and forced my fwoid ont xii ivf 
hand ; but my wife ftill held me izSi by the arm, aad 
reproachM me in the mofl tender manner with my cro- 
elty. I was in fuch didradlion, that I did not at firft 
hear what (he faid ; but the repeated proteihitions of her 
innocence, and the complaints ihe vented of the cruel 
death I made her fufier, which yet fhe faid fhe did freely, 
tho' it was fo unjnfl ; her languifhing ftghs, the tender 
name of husband, which ihe repeated a thoufand times, 
at lafl pierc'd my ears, and foon found their way to my 
heart. I then open'd my eyes, like one who was come 
out of a dream, when I beheld my unhappy wife« batb*d 

in 
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ixi her blood, which gufh*d out from every part : I (aw 
her pale and expiring, and her eyes ready to clofe them* 
felves forever ; and I the caufe of all this dreadful ca- 
lamity ! I did not fpeak a iingle word, or breathe one 
£gh ; for ^twas impoiTible, as lo many racking thoughts 
ru/h'd on my foul in an Inflant, for any one of them to 
break into expreflion. I turn'd to mv friends : Come, 
fays I to them> with an air of coldneis, which furpriz*d 
them ; make hafic, if it be pofiible, before I die, to fuc- 
cour her, and clear up thefe dreadfuly durk circumAances 
which terrify me fo much. Tell me, dear friends, fays 
J, in a low voice, and flaring wildly on them, whether 
you did not find her in bed with that villain ? Alas ! cries 
my agonizing wife, he forced me to it with a dagger. 
One of my friends faid to Jberdeen^ fpeak, perfidious vil- 
lain ! and let us into this whole fcene of wickedncfs. 
The wretch, who was frighted at the fight of fo many 
drawn fwords, and the terrors of an impending death, 
faid trembling, that he begged heaven, myfelf, and my 
wife, to fomve his crime ; that indeed he had employed 
the fironeefT violence to force her to yield to his cri- 
sninal defires ; but that he probably might merit com- 
paffion, if I would but call to mind that he was young ; 
had been precipitated by an unruly pafHon, and followed 
Oli'Oiit advice. All the company ihudder*d at the name. 
My friends, whom I had oefir'd to ^y without, came 
into the houfe, when they found no one made any re- 
fiibmce; and having only feizM fome oi AbirdtttC% fer- 
vants, whom they orderM ours to guard, they were come 
up after us ; fo that all of them were prefent when O/r- 
w^^% name was mentioned. There was not one of them 
but defir*d to hear Aberdeen explain himfelf farther, with 
regard to the jgreat intimacy that was between him and 
Oliver, He then rcveal'd to us his great injullice, his 
numberlefs crimes and iniquities, all which 1 omit as fo- 
reign to the prefent fubjeft. With regard to my wife, 
he repeated that he fliould never have attempted to get 
any favours from her by violence, had he not been fo- 
licited to it by Oliver ; that the tyrant, at the lame time 
that he gave me this advice, afTur^d him he had enjoy*d 
her more than once i but that befides the natural de- 

J 
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pravlty of his mind, two reafons had prompted him to 
a defign fo &tal to my honour and repofe ; that he bad 
been very much difgofled to find me, at my return fron 
Florida y fhun his prefence, and refufe to increafe the 
number of his flatterers ; that he had been no left af- 
fronted afterwards to hear me complain in fuch refdote 
terms about the infult which was ofierM my wife ; and 
believing therefore that I defpifed him, he had taken 
that opportunity to humble what he callM my pride and 
haughtinefs. 

After my friends had thus got a full confeffionof 
OIi<ver*s and Aberdeert% crimes, from the mouth of the 
latter, they askM me what they fhould do with him. 
Alas I fays I, you may revenge my caufe as you ihali 
think proper. But who among you will undertake to 
punifh me ? Am I lefs guilty than he is ? He has diftio- 
nour'd my wife ; and J, alas f have cruelly put her to 
death. We both of us deferve to die; I beg you to 
kill me. They endeavour'd to give me confolation, by 
reprefenting that after the fatal violence which had been 
offer'd to my wife, I perhaps ought not to confider her 
death as the greateft misfortune that could befal me; 
that I ought to thank heaven for having diicover^d her 
innocence to me ; and be lefs afHidted at a ieparation, to 
which I muft one day have been forc*d to fubmit, in 
what light foever I might confider myfelf; but which 
would be much more grievous, in cafe that dear objeft 
of my love and forrow (hould not happen to die. Yes, 
fays I to them, you tell me the light in which I am to 
confider my misfortune, but you muft firft endue me with 
ftrength fufiicient to bear up againft it. The moft ufe* 
ful affiftance you could lend me, would be to take away 
my life, at leaft, return me my fword ; Til foon find 
the only remedy to all my pains. They had the cruel 
regard to remove every thing from my fight that might 
heighten my defpair ; and obferving that the fight of 
Aberdeen fomented it, they confulted together in what 
manner they (hould rid themfelves of him, but none of 
them would undertake to kill him in cold blood. They 
debated whether it would not be better to let him die 
publickly by the hand of the executioner ; but fearing 

left 
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lift OUtfir (hould fcreen him from juftice, they it laft 
refolvM to carry him down, naked as he was, into the 
court-yard, and order our fervants to difpatch him before 
ua. 

Ih the mean time my wife^s woandt had been drefti 
but as fhe had loft a great quantity of blood, and there 
was no fien of life in her, I fuppofsM her to be dead. 
I was reiolvM to die alfo, and was confidering how I 
might elude the vigilance of fome of my friends, who 
watch'd me whilft the refl were punifhing Aberdeen, But 
as I was revolving all the circumilances of my ill fate, I 
recolle£ied that I ihould be but halt revenged by Aber- 
diit^^ death, fince Oli'ver was equally guilty. I con* 
tcmplated with pleafure on this thought, and immediate- 
ly refolvM to employ my life, which I was now dcter- 
minM to lofe, in punifhing the tyrant. 1 ihall, fays I» 
do my country fervice, by ridding it of a monfler who 
rules it with a rod of iron ; I (hall revenge my honour, 
the death of my fovcreign, and that of my wife. All 
England will join with me in my quaru:! ; Tm fure of 
being applauded by all good men ; in cafe I die in the 
attempt, I (hall at lead find a period to all my evils, 
which I now only wifh to prolong, merely upon thefe 
hopes. This refolution, which I engag'd myfelf to exe- 
cute hy a thousand oaths, difi^us'd in an iniiant fuch a 
tranquillity over my foul, as furpriz'd my friends. They 
enquir*d, but to no purpofe, into the caufe of this change ; 
but I would not let them into my dcfign ; not only be- 
caufe I was afraid led they (hould oppofe it, but from 
a kind of jealoufy, which made me wi(h that no one 
might (hare with me in the fame and danger of fo glo- 
rious an enterprize. 

Aberdeen was kill'd by this time, when we refolv'd to 
leave this unhallow*d place, and carry off my wife's bo- 
dy. My friends fnppos*d as I did, that (he was dead ; 
and having done all they could to recover her, they at 
laft perceiv'd that (he breath'd, tho' very faintly. Upon 
this they redoubled their care, when (he infenfibly got a 
little ftrength, and was able to open her eyes and throw 
them round her. I was for drawing near the bed, but 
was prevented \ not that my friends were afraid of my 
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doing her any mifchief, for now grief and pity work'd 
as ftrongly on my heart as fbry had done before. Dear, 
unhappy wife, fays I, you ftill breathe f you tetam back 
to life, only to feel all the horrors of your wretched 
fate ! Good providence, who reiloreft her to my arms, 
by what name am I to call the prefent thou now makeft 
me ? My friends debated together upon this unexpeded 
accident, which made it more difficult for us to get off; 
for my wife was too weak to be carried to London, or to 
bear the jolting of a coach. Happily we were juft by 
the Thames fide, when my lord Terwill, who was one of 
our affociates, proposed that we fhould carry her by wa- ^ 
ter to Kingfiofty where he had a country-houfe. As boats 
are very eafily had upon the river, he immediately fent 
two of his fervants to get one ready ; and thinking it 
not fafe to take watermen along with us, he offcr'd to 
row with fuch of our companions as were willing to go 
along with him. Accordingly thefe generous friends car- 
ried my wife in their arms to the river fide, when three 
of them agreed to conduft her, with my lord Terwiil, 
to King Jf on. I faw them fet out, intending to return to 
London, to carry my daughter out of it before night. In 
the morning I went back to Aberdeen^ houfe, with the 
friends who daid behind, in order to fee what might 
have been the confequences of this fatal adventure. 'Tis 
certain that we fhould have nothing to fear under a good 
and upright adminiflration : For Aberdeen's crime was of 
fuch a nature, that the injurM perfon had a jufl right to 
punifh it ; but Oliver's condu£i was not to be judged by the 
principles of equity. He was prodigioufly fond of Aber- 
deeny and had been let into his black defign, whence we 
could not doubt but he would endeavour to revenge his 
death ; and that he would be fo cunning in his hypocrify, 
as to work his revenge under the colour of juflice. 'Twould 
have griev'd me to the foul had the eleven noblemen who 
fo kindly affifted me, brought themfelves into any danger. 
Js there no pofTibility, fays I, of concealing this aflion 
from the world ? We are in a lone houfe, and 'tis plain 
Aberdeen had hir*d it, on purpofe to put his execrable de- 
^n in execution ; not a foul but thofe in the houfe have 
^boL us ; his death muft needs be known, but who wilf 



Mr. Clitslavd. 63 

be aUe to tell in what manner it happened, or who 
ftruck the blow ? At leaft OHwr can fofped no one bat 
me ; and aa for myfelf, I don*t dread either his hatred 
or revenge. My anxiety is wholly for yon my worthy 
fiiendy who have fo mneroufly expofed yourfelves to 
ftich dangers fbr my fiiKe. They thank'd me for the re« 
gaid I had fbr them ; and the' they were difposM to con- 
tinue their fervice with the fame vigoar, they never- 
theleis approved of the meafures I had intended to take fbr 
ttitlt fafety. ^Twas not impoflible to keep the whole a fe- 
cret, they were pretty fure that their fervants would be 
faithful ; and the only difficulty was to prevent thofe of 
Aberdeen hotOi betraying us. We had confined them toge- 
ther in a room, they Ming four in number, who had all 
niliiled in forcing away my wife. They are guilty, fays 
one of my firiends ; and as there^s no country in the 
world where they would not be put to death, would it 
be unjnfl in us to punifh them with our own hands ? 
'Twotdd be doing fervice to mankind to rid the world 
of four fnch villains. How barbarous focver this refo- 
lution might appear to me when it was fir(l ftarted, I 
nevertheleis approv*d it^ becaufie 'twas on this that the 
fafety of xsky friends depended. Accordingly thefe 
wretches had the fam^ fate with their mafter. They 
being thus difpatch*d, ^e made our fervants dig a large 
pit, and buri«i the five bodies in it ; and having wa(h*d 
out every drop of blood we could meet with, we lock'd 
up all the doors of the houfe very carefully, and fet out 
for London, 

I IMMEDIATELY fen t my daughter to Kingfton^ un- 
der the guard of a faithful fervant. I alfo fent thither 
my money and jewels. As for myfelf, who was me- 
ditating upon things of the higheft importance, I flay'd 
in London ; and pretending to go into the country the 
next morning, I only changed my lodging, in order to 
fecure myfelf from the fearch which I expedled would 
be made after me. I ijpent the firft day in enquiring 
what had been the confequenoe oi Aberdeen^ ^ vanifhing 
away fo fuddenly, Oliver was perhaps the only perfon 
that guefs*d the fate which was really befallen him; how- 
ever, he difgais'd his thoughts and fttf);ifiiQix% m ^ v^ 
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litick manner which I had not forefeen. He feemM to 
believe, as was the common report, that his fitvonrite 
had either left the kingdom privately, or been mnrthei'd 
by fome fecret enemy. I neverthelefs heard, that he had 
been tampering with my fenrants, and had fet every en- 
gine at work in order to know what was become of my 
wife. I fpent a week without feeing one of my friends, i 
was firmly determin*d to murther the tyrant, and thought 
of nothing but how I might difpatch him. *Twas no 
very eafy matter to get accefs to him, and he had lately 
changM his condu^ and behaviour. Inftead of that po- 
pular air which he had afliunM during the firft years of 
his adminidration, he was now gloomy, morofe, and al- 
moft inacceflible. He even was fufpicious of his own 
guards, and fo great was his groveling timidity, that he 
always usM to be fhavM by his own relations, not daring 
to truft any other perfon. I remembred how diflicult a 
matter I had found it to get accefs, when I complain'd 
to him about Aberdeen ; and was perfuaded, that as he 
fufpeded me guilty of his. death, he would never fufitrr 
me to approach his perfon ; and confequently that I 
mull find out ibme extraordinary expedient to make my 
way to him. I had heard that he intended to fpend 
part of the fummer at Windfar. I therefore went thi- 
ther, in hopes of meeting more eafily with an opporto^ 
nity of killing him there, than in Lmdan. Olimtr ar« 
riv'd a little after me. 

I LAY very dofe, having only a faithful and xefolote 
fervant, to whom I had confided my defign, and who 
was determined to hazard his life to ferve me ; him I 
made ufe of to inform me of all my enemy's naotions. 
I drew up feveral fchemes, but could not put one of 
them in execution, becaufe the fufpicious tyrant was 
grown furprizingly fickle in his refolutions. The per- 
petual dread he was under, made him a6t quite di&rently 
at night from what he had proposed in the morning ; pro- 
bably in the view of difcovering all the defigns which 
he juftly imagin*d were carrying on againil his life; 
However, I was one day informed, that he was gone to 
hunt in the foreft, upon which I got on horfebaoc, if^ 
two piUols in my nolfters, and rode in fearch of Jhioft. 
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avoided mixing with the rpoitTmen, and hovering 
ontinually about him, I a( laft faw him ftrike alone 
own by a long range of trees, in order to intercept a 
kag wiuch the hunters were purfuing. I crof&'d the 
vay and came up with him. The horfe he rode upoa 
vas as fleet as the wind. He had no piftoh, fo that I 
night ytty eaflly have at once pnt an end to his life and 
arimes \ bat in this moment I fo eagerly wi(h*d for, £ 
lid not forefee that generofity would prevail rver my ha- 
a'ed I for I was aiham'd to murther in cold blood, an 
enemy who was unable to make any defence, or divide 
the danger with me. However, I took a piilol out, and 
ftopt him, when he plainly perceived that I had a de- 
fign opon his life, which made him turn pale and trem- 
bw. Tyrant, fays 1 to him, with a furious tone of 
voice, where aie thy weapons ? Scarce was he able to 
anfwer me that he hiad none ; and that he thought me 
too generoDS to kill a man who was unable to make the 
leaH oppoiition ; when givins him one of my piftols,. 
Now, fays I, defend yourfelf ; and, if you can, take 
away my life, fince you have robbM me of my honour 
and repofe. I ftrnck my horfe gently, in order to re- 
tire a little way from him ; when he that indant clap- 
ping fpurs to has horfe, flew with prodigious fpeed, and 
as he ran, let All the piilol I had given him. I was 
fo exafperated at his cowardly artifice, that I purfu'd 
and fir*d at him ; but the fury I was in prevented my 
taking good aim. The report of the piflol broughc 
fome of the fportfmen up, for which rcafon I was forc'd 
to make off thro' the forefl, and had the good fortune 
ta get at a confiderable diilance, before the guards had 
orders to porfue me. 

So great was my anguifh at the ill fuccefs of my at- 
tempt, that I believe 1 Ihould have killM myfclf, had 
not the thoughts of my wife and daughter prevailed with 
me not to abandon life, in fpight of the refolution I 
had made to put an end to it. Since their leaving me, 
my lord Tirwili had often wrote to me about them. He 
acquainted me, that the furgcon was of opinion, the 
wounds which my wife had received were not mortal ; 
bot then he feid, that ihe had loA fo much bloody that 
G V'^i 
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he believed it woald be impoffible for her «ver to le- 
cover ; not to mention that the deep grief flie was in, 
rcnder*d the remedies which were applied ineffs&al. 
He faid fhe begg*d roe to come to her, and fee her 
breathe her lafl ; fince that my long abfence, gave Iki 
but too great reafon to think Ilook*d upon her as gn3- 
tyy and that therefore (he was now become the objed of 
my hate. I was prodigiouily flrack with this rep ro a c h ; 
for heaven is my witnefs, that fo iax from loving her 
lefs, fhe had never been dearer to me, thaa after de 
cruel outrage fhe hstd fa&rM. Abtri€ir^% crime append 
to me fo great a myilery of horror, that I did aU that 
lay in my power to fupprefs the thoughts of it ; but dm 
I was for ever refleding with pleafore on my <tear wife's 
innocence. I reprefented to myfelf her criet» and her 
tears ; and with what bravery fhe had refitted an vsk- 
mous ravifher, who had forc*d her either to gtatify his 
brutal defiresy or make choice of death. And I, in a 
barbarous tranfport had puni(h*d her fbr a crime whid 
another had committed. What a reward was this, for 
her great virtue and the flruggles ihe made ! No, ftjs 
I to myfelf, I wont love her \t,h upon that aocoant 
Her innocent charms have indeed been the prey to a 
perfidious adulterer, but then he cou*d not either kftn 
or corrupt them. How nnhappy would be the lot of 
a virtuous woman, did the opinion of her honour 4^ 
pend upon the violence of an abominable wretch, who, 
whenever he pleafed, cou*d cover her with (hame and 
infamy I A diftindtion mufl be made between onhtppt- 
nefs and guilt. A husband of good fenfe will never po- 
xiifh any crimes in his wife, but fuch as refult from a 
vicious inclination. My afiedlion for my wife was fb 
far from decreafing, that nothing but the moft inveterate 
hatred to Oliver ^ could have kept me fo long from fee- 
ing her ; or rather my hatred to that tyrant, was bat 
an efFeft of my great love for her 5 fince there was no- 
thing I fo ardently defired as to revenge her. At my 
going out of the forefl I made towards Kingfitm^ and rid 
all the way on a full gallop. Being arrivM, I went to ny 
lord Ter-wilPfi with great privacy ; for as Oiiver^s hatred 
now no longer wanted a handle, I did not dori>t bat 

he'd 
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lie'd order the ilrickeft fearch to be mide after me ; and 
I oxpeded to be treated in the moft cruel manner, in 
cafe I fhou*d be fo unfortunate as to fall into his hands. 
Indeed my lord Ttrwill receiv*d advice from London the 
^ext day, that the tymnt returned to it inftantly after 4 
that the terror with which he was feizM was fo vifible^ 
that even his friends laugh'd at his cowardice ; that he 
•had given orders I fhould be fearch*d for in all pUccs ; 
«iid had even gone fo far, as to mention the death I 
ihould foftr. 

*TwAs dark when I arrived at Kingfion^ fo that I eafi- 
]y got over the bridge and through the town without 
being taken notice of. I came in privately to my lord 
^€rvMU\ and happening luckily to find his lordfhip at 
home, I informed him how neceflary it was for me to 
be conceal'dy even from his fervants. He carried me to 
my wife's apartment. The eftedt which my prefence 
produced on her^ was fo vaftly melting, that I can ne- 
* ver think of it without feme emotion. She lifted up 
her hands and eyes to heaven. Do I then, fays (he, b^ 
dewing her &ce with her tears, behold him once more ? 
No, he does not hate me, fince he is fo kind as to let 
me fee him again. Alas! fays fhe, wherefore fliould 
you hate me \ I had undoubtedly offended heaven which 
has been thus cruel to me $ but you, whom I have al* 
ways lov'd dearer than myfelf ; you, the joy of my 
lieart, and my dear husband, how have I incurred your 
hatred? I feel thxt death is going to lay his icy hand 
upon me, and I don't deiire heaven to prolong my life ; 
but if Imuftdie without your love, I am then to bid adieu 
to all hopes of happinefs in another life, for felicity can 
never begin by defpair. She pronounced thefe words 
with fo mournful a voice and air, that my lord Termjill^ 
who alfo flood by her bedfide, and fuppos'd, as ihe did, 
that the violence, which had been offerM her, had turn'd 
my love to liatred, cou*d not forbear exclaiming againft 
my cruelty and injuflice. Why could not they both fee 
to the bottom of my foul ! Oh ! with what pangs was it 
tortur'd ! I fell upon my knees in filcnce, before the 
perfon that was dearer to me than life ; and reclining 
my head on this bed of grtef^ I was for fome time loft 

" ' Vsk 
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in the croud of reiledions which my forrows fugge&d. 
I rofe ap, but *twas to groan aloud with as mnch vio- 
lence as I had done in fecret. Dreadful god 1 fays i ; 
how is it poflible for man to refpedl thy decrees, when 
they feem to interfere with juflice^ and that he feels fock 
fatal, fuch bloody efk&s from them I I broke into a 
thou£ind exprefiions equally injurious to the deity ; bat 
the tendernefs which was natural to me, abating inicD- 
£bly the violence of my tranfports, my cheeks were 
foon bathM in tears. I now did nothing but weep and 
£gh, and fpent the whole night by my wife*8 bedfide, 
fometimes in bewailing her wretched fate and mine; 
at other times in making the flrongeil proteflations of 
loving her eternally ; but at the fame time was as deeply 
afilidted and as inconfolable as herfelf. 

The unhappy pofture of my affairs would not allow 
ine to ftay long in Kingfton^ where I every moment 
ran the risk of being difcovered. My lord Tertvil/pTdi 
me, but to no purpofe, to flay in his houfe, for fear I 
fhould expofe myfelf to greater danger by going out. I 
had defign'd to conceal mytelf in thefe parts ; but tho' 
I had not yet thought of retiring into this cave, I knew 
that I might fafely ihelter myfelf in feveral places ia 
my own eflate, part of which confifts of feveral barren 
mountains. I went thither travelling only in the night, 
in order to pitch upon the mod fecure retreat, and dif- 
covered myfelf to none but the renter of a pari(h which 
belongs to me ; a man of great integrity and good fenfe, 
whofe advice has fince been of great fervice to me. 
'Twas he who Arft told me of this deep folitude, and 
prompted me to go and live in it. He knew it better 
by tradition than experience. A little after we vifited its 
feveral recefles, when I found fo many commodious 
places, made as it were on purpofe by the hand of na- 
ture, to ferve as a lad living refuge for a miferable wretch 
that I immediately refoIv*d to make choice of one of 
them for my habitation. The parfon undertook to 
get it fitted up privately, and 'twas refolv'd that I in the 
mean time ihou*d return to Kingfioriy in order to fetch 
my wife and daughter, whom I determined to carry into 
my recefs. I deSr'd the parfon to get two of the grottot 

fur- 
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ftniidied 1 one of whiieh it that I ctrried 700 into Crft, 
lud the other that which lies fiirther op, where yom 
ikw my wife and daughter. This is a dooble fccority to 
«i. I live in the mtf which is a fort of Tantgaant, 
where! foperintend all lefteem ralutble in the world. 
Tlie paribn was fo affidaons in this affiiir that my apart- 
ments were tenantable in a few days ; fo that arriving 
with my fittle fiunily whom I brought in a litter (ob- 
fienring always to travel in the night) I fbnnd the habl* 
tation prepaid for our reception. We have livM above five 
jnonths in it, and been viiited hitherto only by two or 
three of my moft fiuthiiil friends, who came porpofely 
Irom Lmifm with my lord TiMnill, in order to rarnim 
me with many .things I wanted, and to do me feveral 
liriendly offices. We are attended upon by two afitdion- 
site fenrants 1 a woman who is always with my wife and 
daughter 1 ajid a man fervant who lives in my grotto, 
smd goes vftry night to the parfon, to fetch us necefla- 
rm. Yoo will naturally fuppofe that our occupations 
stre of a mehncholy kind, and fuitable to our condition 
and the place we inhabit. Yon faw my wife. She 
has not yet been able to recover her drength 1 and her 
conftitution has been ytry much weakened by her wounds, 
and the great quantity of blood (be loft. She is for ever 
pale and languifhing, and her forrows make her pinp 
away fenfibly, fo tmit I am afraid I fhall not enjoy her 
much longer. My daughter grows up amid her mothers's 
inceflant nghs and tears. My poor girl, whofe birth, 
and, if a mther may be allowed to (ay it, whofe num- 
berlefs good qualities, feem'd to promife her happiaefs, 
was doom'd, almoft at her birth, to fufier all the rigours 
of ftte. As for myfelf, who perpetually mix with my 
own pangs, thofe of two perfons who are fo dear to me, 
I fhail not pretend to tell yon what torments I fuffer. 
Heaven is witnefs to them, and knows how long they 
'Will laft ; and has undoubtedly been fo gracious as to en- 
due me with fortitude fufficient to refift their violence, 
fince I have been able to bear up fo Ions under them; 
However, I will be fo ingenuous as to tell you, I have 
not always the refolution I zSkGi to difcover outwardly. 
1 have a thouiand timea been torn to pieces by a mofi: 
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deep deTpAir, tnd nothing lefi than a fitperior pcmer, 
could hare enabled me to oppofe its violence, i dftea 
read. Reading frequently foftens the moft Tiolent Ar- 
rows I feel, and changes them into a gentle melancholy 
which makes me reliih folitode. In thofe momealt, 
whenever I fet my foot out of the cave, eveiy ofcjed his 
« gloomy afpe£t ; fb that my anguifh feenu to diftie 
atfelf over all nature, and I £uicy £at every thing roond, 
fympathizes with me in my afflidions. This fight givo 
rife to reflexions that encreafe my grief. I xetnm b 
tny living grave ; ramble over its vail retreats ; engiave 
sny misfortunes on the haideft rocks, and water the let- 
ters with my tears. ^Tis furprifing, finoe yoaVe liv*d £) 
long in this place, that you have not yet fonnd any of 
thofe hd monuments. Tliis is to me a ddightibl ez- 
ercife, and my anguiifa feems to foften when I exprefs it 
in this manner. I then return to my wifie's apartment, 
where I comfort her and infirudi my daughter ; and wiih 
£be may inherit all her mother^s virtues, but oot meet 
with her ill fortune. Thus have I fpent near £x months 
in this defert. As the meeting you, fays my lord Jx- 
tamfiiTy fttipriz'd, and even put me into fome fear at 
£rft ; I now look upon it as a freih teftimony of the 
protedion which heaven indulges me, who will not have 
me die here with grief, fince it was fo gracious, as to 
dired my fleps to fo worthy a man as you appear to be. 
I THANKED his lordihip for the good opinion he en- 
tertained of me, and aflur'd him, I would endeavour to 
preferve him in it. As for probity and integrity, thofe 
fays I, you (ball always meet with in me ; but Tm afraid 
that fuch a nobleman as you, who have been us'd to 
the politenefs of courts, will not be aUe to relifh my 
plain, and poffibly my fomewhat rufiick carriage. Mind 
me, fays I, with my ufual bluntnefs, I've heard my mo- 
ther fay a thoufand times, and have read in the greateft 
author^, that nothing can be more dangerous than a po- 
lite knave ; becauie he is able to aiTume all the appear- 
ances of virtue, at the fame time that he has not fo much 
as one good quality. I am very for, fays I, from enter- 
taining this opinion of you ; but in cafe you defirewe 
ihould become friends, you muft promiic sever to do^ 

ccive 
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ceive me. He anfwer'd in fhe moil conrtooot manner, 
that he pronifed sever to iropofe upon me ; and that I 
might eaiiiy jadge, by the freedom with which he had 
openM Jiimfeif to me ; that he had not only difcovePd 
my franknefs, bat that \was the fole motive of his fuing 
for my friendfliip. Yoa then» fays 1» are juft fuch a 
fnend as I begg'd heaven to indulge me : His name be 
praisM for it f my heart told me you were an upright 
man the inftant I ftw you. I in retam promiie, that 
you fhall always find me feithful and fincere, and ready 
to ferve yoa to the utmoft of my power. He co«*d not 
forbear fmiling at the candid and aiedionate tone In 
fvhich I ponouncM thoTe words ; when embracing me 
tenderly, ha affnr'd me that 1 was alfo joft fuch a man at he 
wiftied fbr, to k^ve and eftcem like a brother ; that as 
*twas probaUe oor captivity would end at the lame 
time, fince it was owing to a like caufe, he therefore 
woiild have me blend, as it were, my fortune with his ; 
when he pramifed to love me, and to do me all the fer- 
vice that lay in his power, with the fame seal that I 
had o&red mine. Nothing in the world cou'd have gi- 
ven me fb much pleafure, as the happinefs I thou^c 
woa*d accrue to »e from this promife. My joy was fo 
natural and vifible in my countenance, that it had the 
power of foothing his deep pangs ; and he himfelf own^d 
to me, that hii heart was greatly eaied ; for which, he 
iaid, he was wholly obliged to me. We continued our 
difoourfe, and the converiacion increafed our firil warmth 
of «ileem and mutual friendfhip, by the iatisfaAion I 
tailed when I found he ]ov*d learning ; and by that, 
which he on the other fide felt, when he perceivM I ; 
was more versed in the fciences, than people at my ag« 

fnerally are. Neverthelefs he thought me older than ^ 
really was; the ierious occupations in which I had 
been employed, had given a lolid turn to my features. 
He expreft his furprize to hear I was but fixtcen, and 
was pleasM to fay, That I was perhaps a fmgle inftance 
of wifdom and maturity at fuch an age. 

As it drew towards night, I hinted to him thedifE- 
cnlty I (hould have, to find out that part of the cave 
which ai^wer'd to my dwelling. He defirM me to ftay 

i 
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with him *till next morning ; bat the fear I was under 
of making yames vaAly nneafy, in cafe I ihoold be ab- 
fent two (kys together, made me infift upon retoming 
the fame Evening. The vifcount knew no more than 
xnyfelf in what part the little valley which belong*d to 
Mrs. Ridifig lay ; moreover as he had gone a great way 
into the cave, he happened to ask me whether J could re- 
coUeSt fome remarkable place, where he poffibly might 
have been. I then mentioned the river to him, but he 
knew nothing of it. I recalFd to my Memory the in- 
infcription I had feen in the Rock ; and which I had not 
snention'd to him while he fpoke, for fear of interrupt- 
ing his dory. I repeated part of it which I had got by 
heart ; when telling me that he knew the way perfedly 
to that place, and I on the other fide, goring him that 
I could eafily find my way from thenbe^t^ the grotto, he 
offer'd to condud me to it that inftant. 

Accordingly he called his fervant, whom I had 
not yet feen, and having order'd him to light up a great 
torch, and to walk before us, we ftruck into the wind- 
ings of our gloomy habitation. We got in about half 
an hour*8 time to the infcription, and the vifcount fhew'd 
me feveral others in the way, which were equally efied- 
ing. When I knew where I was, I entreated him to re- 
turn back, but he had the civility to conduft me to my 
apartment. I deiirM him, when we were come near it, 
to give me leave to go a little before him, in order to 
fee whether any thing particular had happened in my 
abfence. I found the door (hut, tho* I had left it open, 
and fupposM James had done it ; but how great was my 
furprize, juH as I open'd it, to hear the voices of two 
perfons who were talking together witk heat. I liilned, 
and found 'twas Mrs. Riding who was exclaiming againft 
James for his negligence, to which fhe afcrib*d my de- 
ftru^lion, looking upon me as loft. She was juft come 
from London, I did not think proper to let her knisw I 
was fo near her, 'till I firft acquainted my lord Axminfier 
of it. Accordingly I went back to him, and he leem'd 
very unwilling to appear before a ftranger : However, af- 
ter I had let him into Mrs. Ridings charader, and told 
him that I ow*d my lif^ to her^ he confented to go into 

my 
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my grotto. We knockM at the door, ome in, and Hie 
was overjoyM to fee me. I then told her all that had 
happened, and my good fortune in meeting with the lord 
Axminfter^ who had fav'd my life, and had indulged me 
fomcthing more valuable, his fricndfliip I mean. Mrs. 
Riding was very much furpriz'd to find a man of his qua- 
lity in fo deplorable a condition. She had heard the ad- 
venture which obliged him to conceal himpjlf; but then 
fhc was perfuaded, with Oliver, and the reft of the king- 
doniy that he had crofs^d tiie (cas. 'i'his generous wo- 
man gave him fuch unaffldlcd marks of rcfpecl, and 
compaflion for his ill fortune, as gain'd his heart at once. 
He cmbrac'd me with tears in his eyes, r.r.d faiJ, that 
he had gainM as much as I had done by iii^ rwiiior my 
life ; fince with my friendfhip, he acquiiM ihr.t ot fa 
amiable a lady. He did not icrupic to tell licr, he alfo 
livM in the cave"; he even mcntionM his wife ami daui:i;!j- 
ter to her; and bcgg'd, in caic flie thought it couUl Iks 
done with fecrecy enough, to come and divert fomcti::ics 
with her converiation and prc.'cnce, two unfortun.-.tc pcr- 
fons, who, for fix months, had been denied all coircf- 
pondence with the living. 

Mas. Riding was in the ulmofl artcnifhment, to hear 
that my lord Axmtnjler, his lady and daughter, had f})cnt 
fix months in this dreadful retirement. 'Iho' thisnohie- 
snan had a confiderable ellate that join'd almoft to licr':^, 
fhe yet had never feen him, becaufe he generally rcfidcd 
in London, But her generofity, which inclin'd her to be 
a friend to all in dillrefs, foon aftcdcd her llrongly for 
the misfortunes of that unhappy family. She told the 
vifcount that fhe was impatient to fee his lady and daugh- 
ter, and defir'd to have this (aiisfadlion that very even- 
ing ; but he entreated her to put off the vifit 'till next 
night, in order that he might prepare them for it. As 
for myfelf, who was to live hereafter, in great famili- 
arity with him, I fhould have begg'd him to let me wait 
upon him back, had not Mrs. Riding hinted that (lie want- 
ed to have a little private difcourfe with me ; anl defir'd 
me to lie at home that night, upon which my lord Ax*^ 
mnfter took his leave. 
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Being now alone with Mrs. Riding, we fell into- one 
Df thofe difcourfes in which there is more cordiality and 
tcndcmefs than wit. I had not feen her fince my mo- 
ther's death, fhe having been detained in London by urgent 
bufinefs. This was the firft time (he came to the grave 
of her dear friend, to pay her the laft duties of elleem 
and friendfhip. I before obferv'd, that I had buried her 
in the middle of the room, and James had already fliew'd 
' it her. She took me by the hand, and carrying me up 
to it, this then, fays fhe, is the place where you have 
thought fit to lay the remains of your unhappy mother ; 
•tis here, that conftancy, integrity, good-nature; all the 
perfedllons of body, and virtues of the foul, are buried 
with that dear woman. The ground fhould here produce 
the fwcetell flowers only, and exhale the moft fragrant 
vapours. "Heavens ! fays ihe, with her eyes ftill rais'd, 
thou furely mud bellow the noblcft rewards on virtue 
hereafter, fince thou takcft fo little care of it here be- 
Ipw I What other conftrudlion can we put upon thy juf- 
tice ? She now undoubtedly leads a life of greater feli- 
city ; thou crowned her in thy bofom ; 'tis in that fource 
of glory and felicity, that my dear friend at laft taftes 
the fweets of an everlafiing repofe ; after having been fo 
long the objcdi of mankind's malice, and the fport of 
thine and her enemies.' May therefore her happincfs be 
now the care of thy love, and the work of thy power. 
And you, fays ihe, in direding herfelf tome, you, who 
have furvived her, perhaps to go through a longer fcries 
cf mii fortunes, what willies Ihall my friendfhip form for 
your v/elfare? Shall I wifli you affluence, which your 
mother's example and inftrudions have taught you to de- 
fpife ? And, indeed, this would ill anfwer her views and 
your own. What fate foever heaven may decree you, 
may you be as good as fhe I This is the fincere wifh of 
my heart. 

After thefe tefli monies of her tendemefs and love, 
Mrs. Riding fat down to di(coi:rfe with me upon fubjeds 
of a lefs melancholy nature. She obferv'd tc^'^fne, thaj 
(ho' her principal wifh was that I might tread in my mo- 
ther's fleps, flie yet was of opinion that I ought not ab- 
UUii;^]/ to negle^ the making m^ fortune i that as I 
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was now my own mailer, I ought to hy down fevcral 
wife maxims for my future beiiaviour ; liiat indeed 
Uwould not be prudent for me to appear abroad while 
my father was living ; tho', (ays (lie, 'tis not (o danger- 
ous now you are left alone, as when your mother was 
Jiving ; but then that I might be fafc tho' J retired from 
my foHtude ; and that (ht: had thought cf an expedient, 
which (he advibM me tolilkn to, which wa^, that I lliould 
leave the kingdom, and fly to Chat la U. our lawful fo- 
vereign, and offer him my fcr^'icc : 'I'ljat by talking up 
arms for him, and (baring in his quarrel, heaven itfclf 
would give me an opportunity of revenging my father'^ 
cruelty ; that the Englijb would at laft open their eyes, 
and return to their allegiance ; that the ufurpatioii lavM 
end fome time or other, cither by the overthrow or death 
of Oliver ; that then it would be of the highcil advan* 
tagc to me, to have an opportunity of returning to £«;^- 
/tf;r^with the knowledge of my fovcreign, and the merit 
of having engagM in his caufe ; that Ihe would under- 
take to equip me out, when I (hould make fuch a figure 
as would be no difgracc to his train ; that it would be 
ncccflfary for me to determine fpccdily, btaiufc of a ru- 
mour that a general peace would be proclaim'd all over 
Europe ; and therefore (he bcliovM it would be beft for 
me to wait upon his majclly, and oiler him my fervicc 
before the war was ended ; that in caic I rcliQi'd her pro- 
pofal, (he would get every thing ready for my embark- 
ing before the week was out. 

IwAS fo far from being plcas'd with this propofal, 
that I thought it a dreadful one. This fuddcn tranfition 
from the folitude in which I had always liv'd, to a mi- 
litary and court life, raisM fuch thoughts in mc as almoll 
made me tremble. 1 did not conceal my anxiety from 
Mrs. Riding, 1 may, fays 1 to her, confefs the truth to 
you without blufiiing, (incc you know fo well the way 
in which I have been brought up. I have conversed 
with hardly two men in my life. What an odd figure 
iliall I make in an army or a court, fmce I'm fo unus'd 
to both ? 'Tis not that I fmd myfelf want either courage 
or rcfolution ; but the life I have hitherto led, makes 
mc altogether unfit for the commeccQ oC \J\^n4^\\^« '\^^ 
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converfation, fays I, which I have to day had with my 
lord Axminftevy has fhewn me the ridiculoufnefs of* my 
own carriage, by the vaft difference there is between hii 
and mine. Mrs. Riding fmil'd to hear me fay this, and 
anfwcrM, that indeed there was fomething wanting to 
give me the air of a gentleman ; but that a little ufe 
would make me completely fo. However, I could not 
promife to follow her fcheme, without firll taking fome 
time to re fled on it, which I did all that night. My 
lord Axminjler return'd to my grotto the next morning, 
and as 1 was not yet determined, his prefence gave xne 
the greateft pleafure. 1 difcover'd the perplexity J was 
in, and beg^'d him to tell me fmcerely the opinion he 
had of my perfonal qualities, and my difpofition with 
regard to a public way of life. He thought this an odd 
queliion ; but alter laughing modcftly at my fimpHcity ; 
I fliould, fays he, imjx)re upon you, were 1 to aiTure you 
there was not ftill iomething wanting, in order for your 
appearing in the world with fome diltindlion. The vir- 
tues you have iludicd, are very little regarded by thofc 
who don't pcflcfs them ; and even thoi'c who do love 
them, aic net pleat'd when they are favage and aufiere. 
1 hey m.ifl be adapted to the weaknefs and depravity of 
mankind. _Yuu are, fays he, naturally fweet-temper'd 
and humane ; what I myfelf have feen of you plainly 
proves, you to be fo ; but then you pofhbly exprefs your 
integrity in too plain a manner. You have formM a 
juft idea of men, in luppcfmg them in general wicked 
and deceitful ; but then you ought to conceal this opi- 
nion in the moll retir'd recefTes of your heart, and ufe 
it ci'.ly to regulate your adlions by. He gave me an in- 
llance of this, from the manner in which I had deiired 
his friencfliip the night before. You firft, fays he, diP 
covcrM a certain fear and diftruft which were fomething 
fhoLking ; when flying immediately to its oppofltc, you 
gave yourfelf up without referve, upon the bare afliu*' 
ancc wiiich 1 gave you of my iincerity. There yott 
was guilty at one and the fame time of a doable exccfi* 
The i'ormer might have difgufled any perfon but fflCy 
and^ have occafion'd fuch an anfwer as would not have 
^IcaiPii yoM, By the fecond yoa ran the hazard of your 
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life, by difcovering too eafily who you were. As I my- 
fclf have added fomc experience to my natural fincerity, 
J immediately faw into your fou), and therefore did not 
fcruple to open myfelf to you with the utmofl freedom } 
cipccially alter I had heard the relation of your*s and your 
inother^s misfortunes. But what I did with difcernmentf 
was done by you in a ra(h and imprudent manner. I 
embracM my good friend tenderly, and thanked him for 
his very feafonable advice. How much more, fays I, 
ihall I want, before I ihall be fitted for the fociety of 
mankind ? And yet Mrs. Riding would have me go to 
king Cbar/ij^s court. I then told him the difcourfe (he 
had with me, and the propofal (he made. He was very 
much'furpriz'd at it. The truth was, that the love fhe 
had for* me, made her confider my defeats in too fa- 
vourable a light. This fhe herfelf confcli>*d to the vif- 
count, when he, at my requeil, difcoursM with her on 
chat fubjed. And, indeed, I myfelf have often wonder- 
ed, in recolleding my fimplicity, and I may fay the ruf- 
ticity of my behaviour, that the gentlewoman above- 
mention'd, who as polite and witty as fhe was good-na- 
tur'd, fhould have pointed out to me a way of life, for 
which I was fo unfit. Nor can I more eafily compre- 
hendy how it was pofllble for my mother, who had been 
brought up in courts, and wanted none of thofe quali- 
ties which render a woman amiable, fince fhe had me- 
rited the love of a monarch, fhould have fo far neglcd- 
cd fo eflential a part of education ; but the flrong paiEon 
ihe had for fludy, made her look with indifference upon ' 
every thing that was not relative to it. Probably ihe 
had flattered herfelf, that time and ipportunities would 
infenfibly teach me what fhe judg'd unneceffiuy for my 
infancy. All her care was to infpire me with the moft 
folid principles of virtue, and the unalterable precepts of 
reafon and wifdom. The reader will find in the fequel, 
that her pains were not altogether thrown away ; at 
leaft if we may depend on the teflimony of a great king, 
who afterwards honoured me with the title of philo- 
fopher. » 

Mr lord Axminfter having thus, like a true friend, con< 
'firmM me in the diffidence I had of m^&\i \ \ ^^\ic^>^^^ 
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}iim to continue his goodncfs, and to make all my errct* 
fubfervient to my initruftion, by reproving me for them. 
I am greatly miflaken, fays I, if I am not endued with 
virtuous principles ; all 1 wanted was a good friend to di- 
redl them. As to my outward behaviour, this I can 

form from a jufl pattern, I mean your's . His lord- 

ihip promised to comply with my defires. I proposed, in 
order that I might have the fatisfaflion of feeing him al- 
ways, to permit me to leave my grot, and carry my fiir- 
niture into his ; which he corrfented to with joy. This 
was done that very afternoon, after James had brought 
me my meal as ufual. The vifcount at my defire took 
part of a frugal repad with me, and we afterwards wait- 
ed for Mrs. Ridings who promised to return to the cave. 

She came at midnight, which ihe always did in or- 
der to avoid the fufpicion of her fcrvants. We then fct 
out towards my lady Jxminfter^s apartment. In the way, 
I renewed the difcourfe I had had with her the night be- 
fore ; and defirM the vifcount to give us his thoughts of 
her propofal, which he did freely. She confeft, that 
ihe had not duly weighed the reafons which might 
prompt me not to go ; and fhe was afionifh*d at my lotd 
Axminfier\ goodnefs, who condefcended to adi the part 
of a preceptor with regard to me. This generous friend, 
who was refolv'd to be ufeful to nie'in every refped, 
ask'd her, whether fhe cou'd procure us a horfe, a' pair 
of files, and feveral other polite inflruments, whofe ofes 
he intended to teach me. She promised to get them, 
and accordingly we had them a few days after ; fo chat 
hy this nobleman*s generofaty, I was as well inflrufied, 
in the moH dreary and dreadful folitude, as I cou*d have 
been in cities by the moft eminent maflert. 

We got to my lady's chamber, who had been told 
that we were to viiit her, and had been alfo let into Mrs. 
Ridin^% charadler. Very little ceremony was made, for 
virtuous hearts foon put a reciprocal confidence in one 
another, which grows upinftantly into friendihip. My lady 
was indifpofed as ufual ; and as our converfation was ten- 
der and affeilionate, 'twas at the fame time melancholy. 
*Twas impoffible for my lord to be fo calm and eafy in 
. liis dear confort's company as he fometimes was out of 

its. 
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jt ; nor couM we fee him griev'd, without being nfHi^cd 
at it. He took Mrs. Riding afidei and, as he migiit 
cafily perceive that fhe was a woman of good fcnlc and 
expehence, he ask'd her what fhe thought of his wife's 
iealth. She told him fmcercly, that (lie was afraid her 
weaknefs would be fatal ; and that tho' fhe did not know 
the caufe of her indifpofition, fhe yet judged it mortal ; 
but added, that a more commodious rcfidencc, or at lead 
a more healthy air, might make lier a little better ; and 
at the fame time, offered my lord her houi'e, and us*d 
the mofl preffrng inftanccs. He did not fccm averfc to 
the propofal ; as 'twould be no difficult matter to carry 
her ladyfhip thither in a coach, and pretend (lie was a 
friend of Mrs Riding^s^ who was come from London, 
The only difficulty was to get the afllidcd la«l>'^ conlcnt, 
who was fo vattly fond of her hulxind, tliat flie did not 
car« to have him a moment out of hrr fighc. 

This the vifcount knew very well, and he even Wcls 
afraid of making her iuch a propofal, lefl it fhould giVe 
Jier fi)me uneafmefs. However, he did do it; but then , 
what dread was he under lefl it fhould give her pain! 
She at firft anfwer'd no otherwife than by a flood of tears, 
with which fhe bedew'd his hand, that was clafpt in her's. 
Qne would have thought that her grief could not vent 
ilfelf any otherway ; but at lafl fhe broke out into the 
mofb tender complaints. Alas ' fays fhe, you have a de- 
fign againft my life, and I find you are weary of me. 
Heaven, fays fhe, is going to call me to himfelf ; why 
are you weary \ But a few moments longer and you'll be 
rid of me forever. We cou'd not forbear weeping to 
fee her ftfl-flowing tears ; and my lord, who was as 
much afiedled as fhe, and all of us together, was fix'd 
like a flatue to fee and hear her. Mrs. Riding, who was 
the innocent caufe of this trouble and perplexity, bcgg'd 
her ladyfhip's pardon for it, and bcfought her to afcribc 
the warmth fhe tiad fliewn to the fincere defire oi fcrving 
her. 

This vifit was ncverthelefs of more than one advan- 
tage. Firfl, it was a frefh remedy to the vifcount^s me- 
lancholy, by Mrs. Riding^s agreeable convtrfation ; and 
gave hi3 lady an opportunity of getting fevcral afHitances, 
H 4 ^^ 
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the could not fo eafily procure before. Mrs. RiMiig fel* 
dom let a night pafs without vifiting them in the fame 
manner, or lending them whatever fhe thought might 
bed contribute to their health and confolation. As for 
myklf, whole friendfhip for my lord jixminfttr increased 
daily, I alfo receivM continually frefh teflimonies of hit 
goodnefs, fo that we were infcparable. He was as affi- 
duous as ever in inilru£ling me ; fo that in a few months I 
made a greater progrefs than gentlemen commonly make 
in a year. I myfelf perceiv'd a fenfible difference in my 
air and carriage ; and though ftudy was always my dar- 
ling employment, I neverthelefs laid afidc my books 
with pleafure to go to my new exercifes. I learnM to 
ride, rnd to fight with di£ rent weapons ; I acquired a 
graceful prefcncc ; grew polite and obliging ; and I fbaod 
daily, that the mofl folid fciences, and even virtue itfelf, 
require fome embellifhment, when they arc not hcight- 
ned by a certain grace, and an air of politenefs which 
cnly make them amiable and engaging. 

A NEW revolution which happened in my mind, con- 
tributed very much to the fuccefs of my illuflrious pre- 
ceptor. This is a circumflance of my life I mufl explain 
with the utmofl care ; becaufe, how trifling foever it 
may have been originally, it yet afterwards gave rife to 
events of fo confiderable a nature, that they compofe 
the moft afledling part of my flory. 

I liv'd in fo femiliar a manner with my lord Ase* 
rtinjler and his lady, that I did not fo much confider my- 
felf a flranger, as their fon. The days paft, either in 
receiving my lord's inflrudtions ; in diverting my lady 
with fome good book, or in giving her amiable daugh- 
ter fuch a tinflure of the fciences as was fuitable to her 
fex and tender age. Her name was France^ j my lord 
ufed to call her his little Fanny, This young lady had 
a furprizing love for knowledge. She was but ten years 
of age ; but nothing opens the mind fo much as advcr- 
fity. Her penetration was fo great, that fhc at once en- 
tered into the fenfe of my inllruftions and the fubjefts 
fhe read ; and committed nothing to memory, till after 
file had digefted it by the molt fcrious reflcdions, and 
would have refus'd to be inllrudled in any thing fhe 

did 
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-did not underfiand. By this means, as all her ideas were 
clear and well connected, (he thereby attaint a juft turn 
of thinking, and a furprizing focilicy of expreflion. As 
I admired her natural talents, fo 1 did my utmoft to cul- 
tivate them. Nature had made her of a moll amiable 
temper, and furprizingly grateful ; and therefore ihe fet 
the higheft value on the care I took of her inilrudlion* 
She exprefsM her gratitude every moment, bv her inno- 
cent carefles, and her kind and tender thanfcs. I ufed 
to give her feveral leiTons a day ; and tho* a girl of ten 
years of age, is, as it were, no longer a child ; I ufed 
to fondle her, not thinking it would be attended with any 
confcquences. I wou'd frequently fit her on my knee ; ' 
embrace her with the ucmoll unapprchcnfive and ingenu- 
ous innocence ; and this 1 did for a confidcrable time, 
Vfithout once confidcring what 1 was about. But in the 
mean time, a fecrct fire was lighted up in my veins ; a 
'fire I felt before I knew the nature of it. The firft idea 
I had of it, was from a kind of trembling which feiz*d 
Be whenever flie appeared, and which was afterwards 
' ang'd to a delightful fenfation, when J fet her apon my 
^ fence. I cou'd not refolve with myfclf to leave her when 
Jfhe was thns fitting in this tender poflure. I ufed to bring 
\Jier near my heart, naturally as it were, and without re- 
f4edUon j when mcthoughts it openM itfclf to receive the 
charming creature, and cIo&*d mournfully always when fhe 
>jvent away. Whenever I ufed to make her read any 
t]uiig ■ before me, I infenfibly loll the attention I ufed to 
»|;ive to books. I was lofl in thought, out of which I 
ywou'd recover, and not know what I was refle£ling on.' 
(I nfed to catch myfelf, as it were, with my eyes gazing 
'l)anguiihingly upon her, when I wouM immediately cslH 
iliem on the ground in a kind ofconfufion ; and I after- 
" wards ufed to aok myfclf, with a fort of aftoninimcnt, 
what cou'd have occafion'd it. A little after, 1 couM not 
jfJir a flep out of the cave, but her lovM image was ever 
.1 prefent to my imagination. I ufed to fee her in my 
' dreams ; was full of her when I waked, and burnt with 
impatience to return to her ; and then I liflen'd atten- 
tively to every thing fhe faid. Her voice would excite 
the lame emotion in me, and every thing fhe touched 
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fcem'd to have acquir'd a new quality. In a word» love 
lias not one fymptom, but it appearM in me, before I 
difcover'd that I was really the prey of that violent di- 
ilemper. 'Twas not but I had read, as well as heard, 
that there was a pailion which went by that name ; that 
it was dangerous ; and that a perfon is often attacked by 
it without having forfeen it, or being able to guani 
againfl it ; but ab fenfations are not reprefented by ideas, 
experience was neceffary to me before I cou'd know 
them. This I acquir'd at a time when nothing could in- 
terfere more with my intereft and repofe. 

I DO NT pretend to make a merit of my ftrugglei 
arid the ilrong refiflance I made ; but will confefs nam- 
rally, that if love is a blemifh to wifdom, I hav« unde' 
fervedly had the title of philofopher beilow'd upon me, 
and been reputed virtuous. That paffion got poiTeflioi 
of my heart by a kind of furprize, but I was not at all 
terrified at it. I was perfuaded according to the princ^ 
pies of my mother's philofophy, that when the fimpJd 
emotions of nature are uncorrupted by vicious habit^ 
they can in no manner be criminal ; and need not be l^. 
prefs'd, but only regulated by reafon. So far therefiMf 
fxom reproaching myfelf with weaknefs, or being afliain'^^ 
at my defeat, I confefs I fancied myfelf happy in tM 
change I felt. The reader need only confider the war 
in which 1 had been brought up. My whole life haf 
been fpent in foHtude, and my heart had been fo infenfe 
ble to emotions, that I fcarce perceived I had any. Studj 
has fweets, but then they are of a melancholy and oni' 
form call. I had even tailed the tenderneiies of nature 
imperfedly, for my mother was philofophical even in 
carefTes and afledion. I couM rank myfelf among thC 
number of thofe unhappy children, whofe parents \ai 
never affjrded them one fmile. Nothing therefore cou*4 
equal the thirft with which my hea/t imbib'd the firft 
fenfations of love. O God! fays I, after iome reflet 
ons which reveal'd to me the true Hate of my fool, I. 
know not what lot thou intended me ; but what I now 
feel cannot either be the efFeft of thy hatred, or an evil 
augury ; 'tis happinefs itfelf which feems to difflife itfelf 
|u a fudden over my heart. How could I then be ignon 
* rant 
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rant Hill now, that I was fufceptible of fo much felicity ; 
and wherefore do mankind exclaim fo much againll na» 
turc ? However, fays I to myfelf, let me behave pru- 
dently in my paffion. Love is vaftly delightful ; I have 
the ilrongeft prooB of it ; *cis an innocent paffion, at 
JeaH ^tis (o in me, who never fought to give it birth ; 
and have hitherto led fo virtuous a life, tint there is no- 
thing in my heart which flowed from a bad principle. 
But we are told that *tis a dangerous paflion, and hat 
need of being rellrain*d continually ; that in cafe it is 
not curbM after this manner, it lulls virtue to flcep in- 
fenfibly, at the fame time that there feems to be the ut- 
moft harmony between them ; and at lail betrays and 
tuins her. Let me therefore not abandon myfelf to it 
but with the utmoft precaution. The firft fhall be, to 
govern it always with the (Iridlcd care, iince *tis fo nc- 
cefiary. This, fays I, will be very eafy ; for of what 
advantage would my mother*s lludy and inftru^on be to 
me, if they did not enable me to have fome command 
over myfelf? I fhall inceflantly find weapons wherewith 
to combat love, in my books, my refledlions, and the 
refUtude of m/foul. Study, if pofTible, fhalt make mr 
wife, and love fhall make me happy. Another caution 
I (hall obferve, which poflibly may alone fecure me from 
all diilmfis, is to make an ingenuous confeflion of thi 
ilate of my heart to lord Axminfier, He is fond of hi: 
daughter, he loves me ; he is experienced both in thi 
world and in love ; his counfels fhall fhape my condu€ 
and the impulfes of my heart. 

Such were my firfl refolves. — I revolv*d them agaii 
in my mind after I had fbrm'd them, and they appear% 
to me prudent and virtuous ; at leafl I was fure thej 
were (incere. After this, I no longer dreaded my paflion 
and thereupon ran to my lady's chamber, in order to fcaf 
my eyes with the fight of the obje£l I adorM. I fan 
cied, that after this examination of my thoughts, 1 
jQiouM not be in fuch perplexity upon her account, but 
ihouM fondle her with greater liberty than ever. I came 

in But though I now began to know by experience 

what a fcnfation of love was, I yet was ignorant of the 
odd efiEbfis of that paflion. The open and familiar air 
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with which I intended to addrefs my amiable Fantr^, aban- 
doned me when I was come up to her, and that ihe dart- 
ed her eyes upon me. I trembled and continued dui|^b; 
and was unable to get the better of the fear which 
now feizM me. I intended to fondle her as ufual, but 
I was not bold enough to do it, and my arms refusM to 
obey me. She perceiv'd by my eyes that I was in con- 
fufion, when, poflibly afcribing it to fome uneafinefs up- 
on my fpirits, Ihe herfelf came to divert me by her ca- 
reffes ; but the moment her hand touch'd mine, my 
cheeks were inflantly flufh'd with an unufual red, as tho' 
it had been the involuntary effedl of fhame.— I then 
difengag'd myfelf from her with more refpe^ and rc- 
ferve than fhe had hitherto found in me, and this made 
her ask me the caufe of that apparent coldnefs, which 
ihe indeed took for melancholy : But when fhe faw mc 
as.much embarrafiM in my anfwer^ as in my gefture$« it 
furpriz'd her very much. 

Greatly aflonifhM at .what had then happen^ to 
me, I refolv'd to go a httle after, and walk alone at the 
jnouth of the cave, in order to enquire into my own 
jnind, and the reafon of fo great a revolution within me. 
.Am I, fays I to myfelfj already cured of Ir ^ Ts this die 
paiEon I diought fo ardent and tender, and whence I 
••thought to taftc fo many fweets ? So far, fays I, from j 
loving Faring, I certainly hate her ; for nothing but ha- ' 
.tred could occasion thofe conflraints, and the emodon I 
;felt in her prefence. I'm quite of a different nature from 
other men ; I'm a mpnfter, as I thought myfelf for- 
'Xnerly ; for 'tis not natural for a man thus to change his 
ilove inflantly into hatred. I then began to recoiled the 
idea I formerly had of my own charader, and I com- 
, plained much more of nature than of fortune ; but after 
.all my complaints, I did not yet find that I had lefs in- 
ch* ation to go to mifs Fanny ; fo far from it, that my 
he .t flew towards her ; it accus'd me for having left 
her fo abruptly, and difcovering fo little gratitude for 
thz obliging uneafinefs fhe feem'd to be under for fear 
J ihould be fick. I refolv'd (uddenly to return to her 
chamber, to throw myfelf at Viet feet, ^.TA^s\^% ^coa^ \K«t 
thoufand times. I ran witliout cvv\xv^ift>|fe\i vaftRVft^*-- 
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^ amine thcb ndur (eniktionsy or asking myfelf why I waa 

1^ rather fiur throwing myfelf at her feet, than embracing 

f her as afnal i but fpying the vjlcoanc, who was come 

from taking the air a little out of the cave, and returning 

into it, I. ¥^ obliged to go to him. 

This meeting with him did not gire me any OO' 

^ eafinefi» tho* it prevented me from following the didatea 

1 of my heart. The moment I faw him, i refolv'd to 

reveal to him the ftate of my heart as I had before pro*' 

pos^d. I walked up, and defired him to take a tttrn 

with me* which he confented to. But as I was going to 

open my Lips, my voice forfook me on a fudden, and- 

i"' I found myfelf almoft as unable to fpeak, as when I waa 

I with my charming mifs Fanny, My lord, fancying by 

f my air that I had fomething to communicate to him, 

lookM upon me ftedfaiily , as tho' my filence had furpriz*d 

'l him.\ "Twas impoflible forme to forbear blufhing; and 

^ not having boldnefs enough to fpcak, I breath*d ibme in* 

TolmitBry ughs which betrayed my uneafinefs. His lord- 

{hip ask*d me haflily what ailM mc Nothing, fays 

1, with a melancholy tone. He urgM me to explain my- 
felf farther, but to no purpofe. 1 then aiTumM a more 
chearftil air, but *twas purely to make him believe that 
^ I intended to talk only of indifferent matters. He rt* 
•' turn'd into the cave, and I llaid a n^oment without, in 
order to queftion myfelf on this incident, the caufe of 
which I knew not, nor did 1 even know what name to 
diflinguiih it by. Was ever any thing fo unaccountablei 
iays I ? Wherefore did nature give me a tongue but to 
exprefs myfelf? Who hindred me to open my mouth! 
Did I not beg my lord to Hop, purpofely to mentioil 
[ my love to him? At lad, by examining all the recefletf 
■ of my Heart, methoughts I difcover'd that *twas bafhfuK 
xiefs had kept mcfrom fpeaking; and this circumllanci 
gave me fomc light into the emotions 1 had felt wher 
mifs Fannys prefence. Let me, fays I, now have recouHV 
to my maxim: If all the fenfations I naturally feel an 
r^fonable and virtuous, this too muft arile from a jui^ 
caufe which I muft endeavour to &ti& qnx. \ tca^' v 
dioa&ad ReBediom in fearching for tVi\% c»N&t \ ^tA tsc 
jmnd, mOm Ame Time that U boaftft^ ^iM^^xxcsd^^' 
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pHcity, did not, if I may be allow'd to fay it, want pene- 
tration. I at laft difcoverM, that the modefly which 
feized me when I attempted to explain myfelf to lord 
Axminftevy was not only juft ; but the ^9k.^y tho' in a 
dark and confus'd manner, of a principle of reafon and 
equity, which I ought to have follow'd alio, had I before 
confider'd it more attentively. In a word, I was ftruck 
at the great difpro portion there was between the vifcount's 
fortune and mine. He was by his birth, and rank, in- 
finitely fuperior to me. 1 fhoald not have been his equal, 
liad my mother been lawfully married to Qli'veri much 
iefs was I fo, as fhe was but his miitrefs. 'Tis true, in- 
deed, that we were aflbciates in ill fortune ; but the point 
which made the difference between us, was attached to 
our perfons. 'Twas my grofs credulity had impos'd upon 
me, by making me only confider his goodnefs and friend- 
Ihip, and not refled on the inequality of our conditions. 
To the fame caufe I afcrib'd my baihfulnefs with regard 
to his daughter, that is, to a fecret and natural awe which 
an exalted birth claims ; and which I could not forbear 
fhewing at the inftant I was going to offend againft it, 
by revealing my paflion to her in an abrupt and grofs 
Bianner. 1 poffibly was miftaken with regard to her, or 
at lead I afcrib'd my filence to part of the caufe only, 
when I imputed it merely to the awe which the greatnefs 
of her birth had infpir'd ; for there's no doubt but tender- 
nefs had a very great (hare in it. But tho' I was then 
able to argue juftly on order and rank, I was fo great a 
novice in love matters, as not to know that a real paflion 
infpires a greater awe for a beloved fhepherdefs, than 
noblenefs of blood for the mod auguft princefs in the 
world. 

This difco very occafion'd a great change in my for- 
mer notions. It firft made me doubt whether the paflion 
- I then felt was not repugnant to order, and confequently 
to virtue. Fixt as I was in my principles, I fhould in- 
fallibly have attempted to get the better of my paflion, 
had I believed it would have been impoflible for me to 
indulge it without guilt. But after a mature examination, 
I thought that as the rights and privileges of nature were 
fuperiox to all oth^a, they coofi^aently oaght to triompb' 
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^rrtt tbem all; that love is one of the moft facred, fince 
it is, as it were» the foul of every thing that ezifb ; and 
therefore, all that reafon, or that order which mankind 
have eftablifhM among themfelves could do on this occa- 
fion, was to forbid certain effedis of it, but not condemn 
the principles on which it was grounded. On thefe 
feondations I rerolv*d not to oppoic my inclinations for 
mifs Fanny^ but to make my paflion lubfervient to my 
happinefs ; and at the fame time made the flrongeft vow 
to heaven, never to a£t in any manner that was repug- 
nant to order, or could make me criminal. I refolvml 
to adihere fted&iUy to thefe refolutions. I was too un- 
flLilfd in the natuj^e of the heart, to foreiee the druggies 
which my conftancy in obfcrving them would one day 
cofb me ; bat my bare knowing my duty, was fufficienC 
to determine me to follow it immediately. 

Tmb firft effcdt of my refolves, was, to make me more 
Tt[ttv*d and circumfped in my behaviour, both towards 
my ;k>rd Axminfier and his amiable daughter. According 
to the plan I had laid down, his lordihip could never dif- 
cover 1 had the leall tendcrnefs for her; and I was not to 
reveal them to the dear creature herfelf any other wife, 
than by my aifiduity and iervices ; fervices poflibly more 
zealous than thofe which are offer'd by an indifferent 
heart ; bat at the fame time more difguis'd than thofe of 
a lover who has room to indulge his hopes. I condemned 
my tongue to an everlalling filcncc ; and what I had 
felt within me, made me believe it would be no difiicult 
tafk io\ me to bridle it. I returned to the cave after 
having fbrtifyM myfelf by thefe reafons, and immediately 
began the rigorous pradtice. I approachM mifs Fanny 
with lefs confufion than I had done an hour before, but 
with a more composed and ferious air. 1 was no longer 
fo exceedingly familiar with her, fo that my carcfles 
feem*d to have chang'd their nature no lefs than my 
thoughts, and that I could no longer look upon them as 
innocent. I grew more defirous of inilrudjng her, but 
my aFidaity in that affair could not betray thecaufe of it, 
bwaufe it was natural for my lord to confider it as an 
ciisd; of my gratitude lor the fovours he had indulgM me. 
iiow«v«r# « he had a great pea«ua^Qu> ?s^4^ x2ca\ \ ^\!k. 
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the other .fide was not cunning enough to afiume that 
cafy air, without which 'tis impoti^blc to aft a borrowed 
partlprg; the conltiaint I was under plainly fhew'd, 
that I huibourM fomething more than ordinary in my 
foul. He was urgent wiih me to reveal my thoughts to 
him ; he prelbM me in fo tender a manner, that he had 
like to have forced my lecret from me more than once. 
However, 1 had fo m^ch ihength of mind as to refill his 
folicitations. I obferv'd the fame conduft for almofl a 
year together. I faw my dear Fanny continually ; I ad- 
mirM her charms, and devoted myielf to the pleafure of 
loving her in fecret; and the only mark I gave her of 
my love, was to difcontinue thofe which friendfhip 
prompted me to bcftow. 

But now the death of my lady verified Mrs. Ridin£z 
predidlion. Heaven indulged her a favour in ending her 
iuffcrings ; nor was it a leis one to the vifcount ; for the 
perpetual anguifli of a woman that was fo dear to him, 
made life a burthen to him ; and indeed, he hardly had 
a moment's eafe. Neverthelefs, he was as much afflidled 
for her lofs, as if all his happinefs had fled away with 
her J inlbmuch that he was a long time inconfoJable; 
'till at lall, by the good OfRces of Mrs. Ridings mifs 
Fanny, and my ccnilant care to divert him, we inlenfibly 
foothM the agonies of his foul, and made him confent 
to live. Mrs. Riding, in order to his entire recovery, 
begg'd him to leave that gloomy habitation, where he 
fpent fo many melancholy days. She did not advife 
him to return to London, or to think cf flaying in Eng- 
land ; for as O/i-ver had not ftifled his rcfentment, the 
vilcount was in as much danger as ever. That he 
ilay*d in Evghmd, after his attacking Olrcer in Windfor 
forcll, was purely for his lady's iake, who was not in a 
condition to follow him ; Mrs. Ridmg preft him to leave 
a place, which was as unfuitable to his mind as fortune. 
' I fhall, fays that worthy friend, thereby lofe what I 
hold moft dear; but fince'tis for your's and Mr. CUnje- 
land\ advantage, I muft fubmit. I muft give your lord- 
Ihip the fame advice I did to Mr. CUnjeland about a Year 
^gQ% that is, to go for France^ where 'tis aflur'd king 
^^Smlu is at prefent. His xnajeiiy will be very muck 
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^easM with two luch illuftrioos fervants, and yo^i will 
meet at leaft with an agreeable afylum. My lord jfx* 
Wttnfitr did not much relilh this propofal at firfl ; ibr the 
ayeriion he hod to life made him wifh to end it in the 
■gloomy folitude, where the remains of his dear conforc 
weredepoiited. As for myfelf, whofe utmoft defire was 
to enjoy my lord and his daughtcr*s company, I did noC 
value whither I went, fo 'twas to follow thofe two per- 
fons who were fo dear to me. I left his lordfhip to dif- 
courfe upon this aflair with Mrs. Ridings who, at laii, 
won him over to her ientiment& » but then, by r . inex- 
peded return, he preft her to leave England wit)* . He 
reprefented to her, that as fhc ai>hor*d OUvtr i$ ty- 
ranny fo much, our unhappy country ought to bt as in- 
different to her, as it was to us. Go, fays he, into 
France^ and there wait 'till fuch time as heaven (hall in- 
dulge our countrymen, a more jull, and thereby a moi^ 
l&appy government. Whatever fortune we meet with in 
that kingdom, you (linll divide it with us. You (hail be 
a mother to my daughter, and I (hall always have the 
deepeft fenfe of the inellimable benefits my unhappy fa- 
mily has received from your indulgence. I joined with 
his lordfliip in his folicitations, when after having ma- 
turely weigh'd matters for feme days fhe agreed to ac^ 
company us. We now only prepared for our departure, 
and Mrs. Riding fent James to hire cabins for us in the 
firft (hip that (hould fail for France. One happcn'd to lie 
tt Tof/banif about two miles from ^jr^/^r. We applau^'i- 
ed James'^ prudence in going diredlly to that little port, 
as we (hou'd thereby be the better fecur'd againll tJie 
fearch of Olhverh emiflaries. My lord Axminfter and* 
Mrs. Riding fent their jewels, {sfr. on boird; and all 
things were fo happily difpos'd, that we were ready to fet 
out a few days after, when we got on board without the 
lead obitacle. Thus was our refolution put in exccutioa 
almoA as foon as it had been concerted. 

End of the Firft Booh 
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J W A S with forac regfct tliat we abandioii!d 

our dear cave ; the rnanCon, indeed, of 

our Soirowa ; but at the fame time tht afy- 

lum of our mi^fortunesi %uA where wc had 

11 V* J in fo much fccurity. The vifcounc 

and 1 left hvo monumenEs in it, the remembrance of 

which would bcas lading^ as our lives ; for he had bvried 

lift lady there, and I my mother. We did not leave this 

dttcxt p/«cc without bcdcwinz tlicit ^i^iNt* ^vx>dl «« 
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and recommending to the guardian afige1«, who 
ote^led us fo long in ir, to uatch over their re- 
and keep them from being profanM by llic im- , 

Cain repeat ir, n otwith (landing the deep fenfe I -j 

the vifcount's favour?, which determined me ab- jj 
i to follow him whithcH'oever he (houM go; and 
hflanding the viuL'nt palTion I hnd for his daughter, 
made the attending upon her fo delightful, 1 yet 
not bear up againlt the deep anguiih which feiz'd > 
; day we left i?»;R«/v //9/r. I might n iturally haire * 
ed this to rcfuit from the imprefllon which the 
kts of the new courfe of life [ was going to lead 
ade upon me ; but by examining more n:irrow}/ 
he difpoficion of my mind, methoughcs there 
I to be i'omething in this of a more ferious turn 
mere chimera of my imagination. 'Twas not a 
cial forrow, which, in an inllant, arifes and dies 

I was oppreft with grief, and look'd, with .1 deep 
ypL the calm abode I was going to quit, like a ma- ! 
vho is obliged to leave the harbour in tempelluous i. 
?r, and thtreforc cafls a wiftiful eye towards the 
before he turns himfelf to the wide- extended ^ 

where j>erhaps he is to fuffer ihipwrecle. My X- 
d begun too unhappily, for me to hope that for- 
vould ever indulge me her fmiles. My mothcr'a 
)!e, and that of the vifcount, which was flil! before 
es, augur'd too fatally of my fate. In general, I 
thoufand times more reafon to fear mifchance, thfin 
pe any good. Whither am I going? In what 

On what hope? Such were the qucllions I was 
ually asking myfelf the day we fet out and could 
ive myfelf one fati.faftory anfwer. I de|)ended 
on my lord Axminjier'i alliilance, but then, were 
)pes bttter grounded than mine ? The reader may 
that thofe reflections were not fuggefted by expe- 
; they were the refult of the (olid turn of mind 
received from nature ; and which made me at leafi: 
on poflibility, in thoic things which 1 did not know m 
caJJ/, becaui'c I had never conveii'AmO^m^ K^wi .1 
r«. If 'tis you, Q he»von» {«y^l, tbtas. wsi^i^ft!^ 
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I W A S with forae regret that we abandoned 
our dear cave ; the manfion, indeed, of 
our Sorrows ; but at the fame time the afy- 
lum of our misfortunes, and where we had 
liv*d in fo much fecurity. The vifcount 
and 1 left two monuments in it, the remembrance of 
which would beas lading^ as our lives ;. for he had buried 
lis lady there, and I my mother. Wc did not leave this 
Atktt f lace without bedewing their graves with our 
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Mfetrs; and recommending to the guardian angds, who- 
; iMid i»x>teded us fo long in it, to watch over their rc- 
"-^tins, and keep them from being profan'd by the im- 
(ions. 

I A <» A IN repeat it, notwithftanding the deep fenfe I 
had of the vifcount^s favours, which determined me ab- 
felately to follow him whithcrfoever he (hould go ; and^ 
notwithftanding the violent paffion I had for his daughter, 
which made the attending upon her fo delightful, 1 yet 
could not bear np againlt the deep anguifh which feiz^d 
me the day we \txi Rummy Holt. I mi^t naturally have 
fnppoftd this to refult from the impreflion which the 
thoughts of the new courfe of life I was going to lead 
Kad made upon me ; but by examining more narrow)/ 
into the difpofition of my mind, methoughcs there 
ieemed to be fomething in this of a more ferious turn 
than a mere chimera of my imagination. *Twas not a 
fuperfidal forrow, which, in an inilant, arifes and dito 
away. I wa? oppreil with grief, and looked, wifh a deep ' 
£gh, on the calm abode I was going to quit, like a ma- 
riner who is obliged to leav£ the harbour in tempeftuoas 
weather, and therefore cafls a wiftiful eye towards the * 
' fliore, . before he turns himfelf to the wide-extended 
©ceanv where perhaps he is to fuffer Ihipwreck. My 
life had begun too unhappily, for me to hope that for^ 
tune would ever indulge nve her fmiles. My^ mother's 
example, and that of the vifcount, which was ftill before ' 
my eyes, augurM too fatally of my fate. In general, £ 
had a thoufand times more realbn to fear mifchance, than 
te hope any good. Whither am f going? In what 
view ?. On what hope ? Such were the queftions I was 
continually asking rayfelf the day we fet out. and could 
not give myfelf one fati'»faftory anfwer. I depended 
firmly on my lord Axminfter% alfillance, but then, were 
his hopes better grounded than mine ? The reader may 
gueis that thofe reftedions were not fuggeftcd by expe- 
rience ; they were the refult of the lolid turn of mind 
I had received from nature ; and which made me at leafi: 
argne on poflibility, in thofe things which 1 did not knovv 
pia^cally, becaufe i had never conversed with my fellow 
' acauuea^ I£ .'tis^jrou^ O hesuren^ fay% £^ «tat qaSmol 
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thefe refle£lions, who thus makeft me prefage the troubles 
with which I am threatened ; enforce, at leaft, thy dic- 
tates with thy fuccour ; and do not expofe me to evils 
which exceed the little ftrength thou haft endued me with. 
I know that reafon and integrity are thy gift, and 1 hope 
to give thee a faithful account of them. If I have need 
of any thing ferther, I muft owe it to thee, and 'tis to 
thee whom 1 implore to beftow it. 

I WAS wholly fix'd in this meditation all the way I 
went to l^Qpfham, A moment after our arrival we went 
on board and fet fail. The vefiel on which we embark'd 
belongM to the city of Naniz, and was to put in at Brefi, 
where we intended to land. The wind continued hit for 
a good part of the day, when it chopp'd about on a fud- 
den, and blew fo hard, that the failors were afraid of a 
dreadful llorm. Such was the firft favour which fortune 
referved for me. As the captain appeared to be a very civil 
man we did not fcruple to acquaint him with my lord Jx- 
mi»Jier^s quality ; and his lordfhip received a thoufand 
teilimonies of refpedt and kindnefs upon that account, 
fo that when he perceiv'd we were in fome danger, he 
came and deiired my lord and his company, to go to the 
fafeft part of the Ihip, where he himfelf placed us. 
We continued in it about two hours. The dreadful noife 
of the waves, and the toffing of the ftiip, gave us reafon 
to believe that we were in the greateft danger. But the 
paffion of love prevailed in me over that of fear ; for the 
only uneafmefs I felt was left fome difafter should happen 
to mifs Fanny, who was half dead with fright, nor was 
Mrs. Riding under lefs terrors. My lord endeavoured 
to encourage them by his exhortations ; and as for my 
own part, I was revolving the danger in my mind, 
and conlidering how I mfght beft affifl the objeft of my 
afFeftions. As I was viewing the cabin we were in, I 
' perceiv'd a long rope, which immediately recall'd to my 
mind a ftory J had read, of a man who had fav'd his 
wife's life by fuch an Tnftrument, when they were going 
to be (hipwreck'd. I took it up carelefly, and put it into 
^ y pocket, when the captain came In a moment after, 
^i told the vifcount, with dread in his countenance, 
^ ^mt were all loft > that it would be impoflible ibr the 
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,ihip to bear up ten minutes longer againd the dorm, and 

■ therefore that we muft eiUier prepare to die, or tliink of 

.defending ourfelves by fome brave refolution. Mrs. Ri- 

jdiffg And mifs Fanpty fainted away at hearing this; when, 

fays the captain, I have but one word more to fay to you ; 

. one of my boats (and I have but another) are at your^s and 
your £imily*s fervice ; my lieutenant (hall go in her with 
you ; (he is already let down into the fea, fo make hafte 
and doh*t lofe a moment. Immediately the vifcount or- 
der'd his man and yamis to take Mrs. Ridings who 

' was very heavy, in their arms, and put her in the 
•boat; and he himfelf was for taking up his daughter, but I 
had got her in my arms. For God's fake, fays I, let me 

. ^rim fo I do but fave her. He endeavoured, but to no 

'purpofe, to take her from me, when I flew upon 
deck, Mid fure nothing was ever lighter in my hands. 

' Tho* the (hip tofs*d with fo much violence, I neverthe* 
lefs let hw diown fafe in the boat. My lord came in a 
moment after, when we were eleven in company, viz. 
the lieutenant, two failors, our own fervants, and two 
women who attended upon mifs Fanny and Mrs. Riding, 
The impetuous waves drove us in a moment at a confider- 
able diftance from the (hip. We had no other light than 
that of a candle which was put in a broken lanthorn. The 
wind rag*d with the utmoft Fury, fo that we were cover'd 
tytry moment with the waves, which flew at a prodi- 

' digiotts height above our heads, and then came tumbling 
upon us. I would not let mifs Fanny go out of my 
arms, notwithilanding all my lord could do, but clafp'd 
her, as a tender mother does her beft: belov'd babe. I 
now regarded neither refpcdl or decorum, and could liflen 
only to love. She was not yet recovered from her 
fwoon; or in cafe fhe revived a moment, Ihe immediate- 
ly fainted away again at the thoughts of the danger flie 
was in. As the (lorm did not feem to abate, I refolv'd to 
employ the rope I had got, to the ufe I had intended it ; 
and heaven, fure, infpired me with that thought, for 
otherwife my amiable Fanny and myfelf had been loft; 
I tied her faft about the body with one end of the rope ; 
pat it round my own'; and then faflened the other end 
totheboat ; So that between the end of \>bt x^^h^VCvOgi. i 
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was fix*d to the boat, and that part which held me &fi, 
there was about the length of five or fix foot ; and. 
about as much between my dear Fanny and I. The 
reader will eafily imagine why I managed the rope in tlm 
manner. Scarce had I tied my knots, and made them very 
tight, when a dreadful wave, by givir^ a violent fhock 
to the boat,, put out our candle. Mrs. Ridingh waiting* 
maid fiew* towards roe, in the utmoil fright, when the 
tofiing of the boat puihing her forward, fhe fell into the 
fea, and drew poor mifs Fanny and I after her. We fell in 
fuddenly, and 'twas fo pitchy dark, that our companions 
did not mifs us immediately, fo that we took in large 
draughts of the fait water. The waiting-woman went to 
the bottom. As for myfelf, I for fome time loft my 
fenfes ; but the continual tofllng of the boat, .to^which I 
was tied fail, and its jirking me fometimes above the \ 
water, at every blad that made it go fafler ; thefe, I %, 
brought me at lafl to myfelf. I then opened my eyes, 
but could not fee any thing ; and what is almoft incredible, 
I found, that notwithftanding I was dragg'd into the fea ; 
notwithflanding.the violence of the waves and the lofs of 
my Senfes, I yet ftill held my dear, dear Fanny, clafpM 
in my arms ; which I yet could fcarce believe, and could 
not be perfuaded of it, 'till feveral circumftances proved 
it to be fo. I now colleded all my ftrength of body 
and mind, in order to refill the waves, whofe impetuofity 
• increas'd. Sometimes I found myfelf upon the Sur&ce of 
the water, and fufpended, as it were, by the rope, be- 
tween the bo t and the fea ; then I had an opportunity of 
taking breath, and would raife mifs fWmr/ up, as well as 
I could, in order that fhe might fiiare the blefiing Wilh 
me. The next moment, I was buried as it were under a 
mountain of waves, which roird over me; and I was \ 
forc'd, notwithllanding all my ftruggle, to drink large 
quantities of the brine. I endeavoured to call aloud, in 
order that thofe in the boat might hear me; buttl^ 
waves made fo prodigious a noife, that a thunder-cli^ 
^would hardly have been heard. It would have been im* 
^Ktlfjble for me to have refilled, or the rope not to break, 
^tf theilorm continued as xloVenx ioi&,^\YCBL<^ \s^t^^x^ 

» >BNfc 
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bttt the wind fell about day -break, and the waves grew 
fiillinfcnfibly. 

We were abfolutely given over for loft. My lord Jx- 
minfter was inconfoleajble to think his daughter was 
drown'd; and fo far from rejoicing that the danger was 
over, he begged heaven to bury him in a watry grave 
'alfo. As the light increased, he threw his eyes al) over 
the fea, in the difmal hopes of, atleaft, Spying our bo- 
dies floating on the water. Notwithftanding the deplo- 
rable condition I was in, I yet coukl fee him (landiiYg 
upright in the boat, and looking about for us. I endea- 
vourM to call out, but my Voice was gone. Befides, the 
water was fo thick,, and mix*d with fo miKh fand, that 
tW he hod imagined we were near him, and reidy 
for affiftance, he yet could hardly have perceived u;;, *Cfll 
iiich time as the (hades were entirely difpcUM. I thought 
feveral times of holding out my hands. '1 he lieutenan 
was the £rft that fpyM me; when immediately ilouping 
in hopes of reaching me with his hand, he was furprizV 
to fee a cord flretch*d out, which feemed to have fomt 
thing at the end of it. He then drew it, and havin 
brought me, with very little difficulty, near the boat, b 
foon took me and my dear charge in. I'his was done ; 
inftantaneoufly, that my lord Axminfter^ whofcback w 
turned to us, and was viewing tlie Tea on the other fid 
had not time to fee what was done. The lieutenant cr> 
out: My lord! Heaven reilorcs you your daught 
A^'ofts can never exprefs my lord Axminfier'^ furpriae ; 
did not know whether he ought to believe his eyes, r 
how to explain fuch a miracle. However, as he was ; 

^fure that (he was alive, he did not yet dare to nbanc 
himfelf to the tranfports"X)f joy. He was at firft for tak 
her in his arms ; and tho* I lay along in the boat, I 
clafp^d her ilill faft in my arms. He had a very h 
matter to loofe her from me ; for as all my fpirits w 
hurried to thofe parts of the body which held her, 
nerves had contracted fuch a (lifFhefs, thnt they were 
moft inflexible for i'ome time. Mi(.*> Favny was compi 

I ly in a fwoon ; I indeed (liH had my i'cnfes a little 'aJL 

/' me, when I was iirft taken into the bo?LX; \»ax. \ ^<iww 
them. However we were both rt;v W d m ^ xa>as2Kw^ 
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time than one would have imagined, when I openM my 
eyes, and the firfl thing I then defired to know^ was, 
whether mifs Fanny was living or dead. 

My lord flood by me when I ask*d the queftion ; for 
his friendihip made him divide his care equally between 
his daughter and me. He told me that he had difcover*d 
fome fy mptoms of life, and hop'd fhe would do well. 
She indeed reviv'd by litde and litde, after (he had been 
made to throw up the fait water fhe had fwallow'd. The 
fea was now fo fmooth, that we were no longer in dan- 
ger; and we difcovered the coaft of Froftce much nearer 
to us than the lieutenant had imagined. He then order- 
ed the failors to row as fail as they could to the land 
that lay neareft us. Being very well acquainted with 
thefe feas, he knew we were not far from the port of 
Fe/camp in Normandy, upon which he ordered our men 
to make for that place. 

We foon got fight of the fleeples of the town, but un- 
ijiappily the tide was beginning to ebb. As the river was 
.very narrow, and the current very rapid, we ran the 
hazard of being kept four or five hours longer out at fea ; 
a misfortune which gave my lord Axminfier the utmoft 
,pain, not fo much thro* fear of meeting with freih 
.dangers, but becaufe he was unprovided of every thing 
that might contribute to the recovery of his daughter. 
> Whilll he was encouraging the failors to row fafl, in or- 
der to conquer the violence of the fire im, we dilcover'd 
a little vefiel coming out of the livtr, which feemed to 
■be making towards us as fafl as pofTible. She advanced 
with fo much fpeed, that flie was immediately up with 
us. At her approach, v^e fancied we faw our captain in 
Jier, and indeed 'twas he himfelf, who was got aboard 
another vcfiel. He told us, that he faw his own fink, 
when getting into the long-boat viith the eight fail- 
ors who were in the vefTel with him, he had been car- 
.ried io Fefcamp by the fame wind which had blown us 
.thither. His generofity and great regard for my lord 
;jAxmlnfier, had engaged him to go aboard the firfl fhip 
.that came in his way ; and to come and fee whether we< 
■fere Aill in a condition to receive any aMance fromj 
^ hiiDJl 
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Him. We got on bo&rd of ^ixn, and landed a little 
alter. 

We (hed teAn of joy to think we had again recovered 
^ lAidy which -we before had fo much dcfpair'd of. Mift 
? ^mrand Mrs. RUitig were but half recovered from their 
iftight and weaknefs, fo that they were carried in chairs 
tD the inn. I had ftrengch enough to go thither on foot ; 
bat going to bed a little after 1 came thither, it was im- 
poflible ior me to get out of it for a fortnight. I'he 
two ladies kept theirs a. long. At lad, having, by the 
goodnefs of providence, recovered our flrength, we be- 
gan to difcourfe on the ilate of our affain, and the for- 
tune we were to expe£l. We had not only fufl^rM by 
the fright, but were almofl as great lofers as the captain, 
who had loft half of what he was worth in the world by 
the fhipwreck. Among the feveral valuable things the 
ivifcount and Mrs. Riding had brought aboard with them, 
^ty had fav*d only their r^ady money and fome jeweh, 
^>art of which they had had the forefight to put into their 
;pocket8 at the beginning of the dorm, and to give the 
Teft to their fervants. We had neither moveables, cloaths 
<ir linnen. The^vifcount was of opinion that we (hould 
go immediately to Roartj there to equip ourfclves, and 
enquirte where king Charles was at that time. Accord- 
ingly we fet out for that city, where being arrived, we 
met with a great number of Englifljtneny who had left 
their native country with the king, and waited with the 
utmoft impatience for his redoration. Thefe told us 
whatever we deiired to know with regard to the figure 
his majefly then made, and confequently what we were 
to expert from him. That unhappy monarch had very 
little for himfelf, and we were told that he had hardly as 
many attendants as an ordinary gentleman ; that indeed 
he had more when he was in Parii^ or at the neighbour- 
ing courts; but that in his Journey from one p!acc to 
another, to fue for (iiccour of different-princes, he feldom 
was attended by more than two or three fervants ; that 
the little money he had, obligM him to make this mean 
figure ; that if we had any to offer his majefly or were 
willing to follow him at our own expence, he pofhbly 
would be very glad -to fee Us; but that if ««<kiign'd to 
Vol, I. . K V^^ 
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fnbfift upon his liberality, they advfs'd us to la^y afide 
the thoughts of a long journey, as it would be entirely 
/ruitlefs. They told us farther, that they believed he 
was gone towards the frontiers of Spain, where a treaty 
^f peace was to be negociated between Cardinal Masca^ 
fine and Don Le^is de Earo ; that we had two hundred 
leagues to go at leaft ; and that 'twas our bufinefs to con« 
/ider whether we were in a condition to undertake fuch a 
journey upon fuch flender hopes. 

My lord Axminfier had not difcover'd himfclf to thofe 
Avho gave him this advice, no otherwife than as an ^ng* 
Jijh gentleman that had been banifh'd his country for ad- 
Jiering to the king. He thank'd them, and explained 
himfelf no farther ; but this, fo far from damping hift 
defign, made him on the contrary think, that if there 
were, for a nobleman like himfelf, any moments more 
favourable than the reft to infmuate himfclf into his fo- 
vereign's fricndfhip, he could not wifh for a happier 
conjunftion of circumftanccs than thofe which prefented 
themfelves. Notwithflanding the great lofs he had fufi 
tained by the fhipwreck, he had ftill a large fum of mo- 
iiey left ; and then he expefted very considerable remit- 
tances from my lord Ter^illy to whom he had writ be^ 
fore we fet fail ; and defired him to take care of his af- 
fairs as he had done hitherto. How was it poflible for 
him to fpend his wealth more glorioufiy than in his fof 
vereign's fervice ? 1 even perceiv'd that this reflexion gave 
him an air of fatisfatftion J had never feen'till now. Hecr- 
dercd our cloaths^ which he had already befpoke, and 9 
coach and faddle horfcs to be got ready with all poflible 
difpatch. His dcfign was to go through France^ rather 
than by fca ; the lacter was the fliorteft, but mifs Fannj 
and Mrs. Killing did not care to expofe themfelves fo foon 
to dangers they had but juft before efcap'd. 

Wh I lst the vi.counc was buficd in Boan in preparing 
his equipage, I was not idle. The walking up and down 
;a great city, and mi.^ing with fo many people, was fo 
new to mc, that 1 let few days pafs without giving my- 
felf this divcrfion, which, at the fame time that it grati- 
£c(J my curiofity, contributed to rcxy m^tMOA^iTv, I talk*d 

1//r/ic/if pretty fluently, haYii\gkaiux.\\.^io\a tsv^ vcfeMq. 
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Tlie firfi uTe I made of it out of the vifcoonf s prefence^ 
MM among fome fhopkeepers, to whom I eot myfelf 
'condudted, in order to purchafe feveral things I hadocca* 
J fion for. I knew, in general, that there were a great 
iimmber of thefe officious perfons in cities, who colledled 
great quantities of all thofe things which mankind ufe out 
. oJF neceffity, or to feed their luxury ; and that thofe mea 
were always ready to diftribute them for money, whereby 
Idiey got a coniiderable profit, which I thought but juft. 
ladmirM as I came into a femous toylhop, the order and 
variety of trinkets of all kinds difpersM up and down it. 
As I referrM all things to my principles of generofity and 
jl^ce, I could not but have fome refped tor the mailer 
of the fhop, when I confider'd how great a friend he 
*waa to fociety, fincc he took fo much pains to affiH all 
irho had recourfe to him. How, fays 1 to myfelf, fhalll 
Itpay fudi (er vices ? My admiration Aill increasM, when 
I obferv*d the kind eagernefs with which he offcr'd mo 
t:9tTy thing in his fhop; and in how polite a manner he 
prefented me whatever I might have occafion for; fo that 
one wouM have thought he divined my wants and inclina- 
tions. Cafes of inilruments, knives, boxes of all forts i 
a thoufand pretty knicknacks, the bare fight of which 
pleas'd me very much. I received them from his hands 
as he ofSbrM them ; askM him their ufes, which he ex- 
plained to me immediately with a great volubility of 
tongue ; and laid them down by me while he was reach- 
ing more. In fine, as I was not weary either of feeing or 
hearing him talk, he askM me if I pleas'd to take all 
the things in his fhop. I threw my eyes round again i 
faw a great quantity, and confider'd with myfelf whe- 
ther 1 (hould take fo many things, which were more for 
beauty tiian ufe. At lad, I reflefled it would be rude to 
refufe what was fo kindly ofFcr'd me. His generofity was 
fo vifible in his eyes, and lips, that I was even afraidi 
he wou'd have foicM me to accept of the trinkets ^fva///,: 
and purely out of kindnefs, upon which I inftantly told ' 
him, that I accepted of all, but then that ^ was but juil 
he ihould receive a confideration for them. As I am an 
honeft man, fays he, the lowed price is ten pUloles i I 
ihouldl^C a&aid heaven would puniihmei were I to im: 
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pofe upon a young gentleman^ efpecially a ibreigner. 
This made me again admire his uprighcnefsy whengtving 
him the money he ask*d, I left him with a thouland tefti- 
monies of a fiocere friendlhip. Janus^ who attendeil 
upoQ me, tookiip all the trinkets. I know not whether 
\\vasu>ttCof refped, or from fome other motive, that he 
.^(fgAiifed his fentiments; i^ut having obferv'd tohima* 
uuf.weie cpming back, that men had more probity than 
one wouM at £ril imagine; and that 1 myfelf had then 
found an inftance of it ; the only anfwer he made was, 
that *twas fomctimes met with, and «ven among trades- 

J FouN-D my lord Axminfier and Mrs. hiding at hone 
at. my return, when I -prefently (hewed them the things 
1 hrd <bGught, and told them wnat I thought of the ci- 
vil ihopkeeper to. whom my good fortune .had direded 
roe. I prais'd him in fuch unafFedled terms, that they 
lookM at one another and fmiPd, beirg as much fur- 
prizM at my dfcourfe as they were at the multitude of 
trifles I fhew'd them. The vifcount afk'd, what they 
coll me ? f anfw^r^d ten pidoles, but he would fcarce be- 
lieve me. I aflured him that they might be worth 
more, but that they certainly were iiot of lefs value, 
fince the pcrfon who fold them me, had «i£ired me fo on 
his word and honour. However, it was fo plain they 
were not worth a third part of that lum, that my lord, 
who uiu'd not but know the amount of my purfe, fince 
he bi^nklf Jiad given it me, defircd me to let him fee 
what nionty -{ had left. Poflibly, fays he to me, you 
forgot the value of the coin, tho* 1 taught it you before 
you v/ent out. You fancy only youVe paid more than 
ycu have done; upon tiiif^ counting over my money, he 
found that- the toyman had taken fifteen piilolcs inftead 
of ten, whence he took occafic^, not to reproach me 
for buying thofe trifles, wjiich he knew I defpis'd as 
much as he did ; but to inftrudi me va a thouiand particu- 
lars which ar^ not learnt in books. — : — rj could hardly be- 
Mnre I had b««n fo grofly impofed upon, when, fays 
^^brdfhip, don't blufh at it ; your ignorance is in one 
" ^lefs fhnmeful, with regard to youj tiian with re- 
■o thofe who may deceive you; became you don't 
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lArff rofty and have not yet had an opportunity of know- 
ing men. *ris the unhappinefi, fays he with great wif- 
dom, and fcandal of mankind, that in order to live a- 
mong them, one rouft be obliged to fltidy other thingi 
than virtue, and principles difTcrent from thofe of inn'j- 
eence. 'Tis not enough for a juil man to pity and de*- 
^ife thofe of a different charadler from himfelf, bur he 
nfutl learn to defend himfelf aguinft their anifices. Ai 
there is a fcience by which we are tanght to do good to 
others, there is another which inRru& us to avoid the 
injury they may do us. You want tlie latter, but a liide 
experience will foon inftru^ you in it. I anfwei*d, I 
was not vex'd merely at my being invposM upon, but for 
havi*.g been deceivM by a falfe appearance of goodnri's 
and virtue. You^ll often be fo, ihys he, if ycni always 
judge of things at firA fight. The fcience I hinted ci 
you, and which will be fu advantageous, confids wholly 
either in diftinguifhing appearances, that are frequently 
dectfitfbl, or at leall in oblerving a reafonable dillruft with 
regard to thofe perfons whole dedgns we have not had 
time toreasamine. How artfully foever vice may difguife 
herfelf, yeta juft and attentive eye will foon fee through 
it. She has very few marks in common with virtue; 
and *ti8 no difficult matter to difcover the difHrcnce. 
The vifcount added, that the precepts he then mentioned 
were general, and relative to all mankind ; but that there 
were others which related to dealers, that were eafier to 
foHow; that fraud and over-reaching were now fo much 
pra£lib*d' by thofe kind of people, that they were no 
longer dangerous j that fhopkeepcr and cheat being i^- 
nonymous terms, no man had any dealings with them, 
but prepared hhnfelf ngiinfl their frauds ; and that ns 
eveiy one was informed of their deceit, no man could be 
itivoluntarily impofed upon* This Advice was of the' 
highell advantage to mc, ] meeting daily with a thoufand 
occafions to apply it. 7 ho' I was fimple enough to be 
impofed upon once, yet heaven had given me fo much 
fenfe as not to fufFer myfclf to be deceived twice ; for the 
fefledions I made on whatever happcnM to me, ferv'd^ 
as fo many precepts for my future conduA. 

K 3 Vf\TV% 
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With regard to the five piftoles I had given over and 
above the price I had agreed for, as 'twas but an cnor 
m counting, my lord AxmiKJier did not doubt but the toy- 
jnan would immediately return me the overplus ;. and 
thereupon he advifed me to go to him, which 1 did ac- 
cordingly ; but tlie only fatisfadion I could get from him 
was, an abundance of frefli compliments. He afTored 
mc, that he had not taken a ^rthing more than his doe; 
and that we had both calculated fo exaAly, that *twas 
impcffible for us to have made fo great a miftake. 

i ho' I every day found, that 'twas neceflary for mc 
to fiequent company, and even to be fometimes impofed 
upon, I nevcrthelefs felt a kind of fhamc whenever this 
happenM to me in any cccafion I hadnot forefeen. JThc 
viJcount, who look'd upon me as his fon, and would 
h.;ve bten £l:ul to find me ridoffcvcral thingi, not alto- 
gether i"o iuitable to ray ideas, or proper for my beha- 
viour, urg'd me often to go abroad, and fee every thing 
that was remarkable in the city. He advisM me to m- 
iinuate myfclf into company, and took a pleafure in 
hearing the obfervations I ufcd to make upon every 
thing. He ilaid in Roan longer than he intended upon 
that account As he did not underftand Fr^/ff^, he told 
me he could npt know the country any othcrwife than by 
the account I gave l.im of it ; when defiring me to ac- 
quaint him with the moil trifling particulars 1 had taken 
notice of, he pretended to receive as a favour, what he 
did purely to do me fervice. Tho' he had not the leaft 
fufpicion that I loved his charming daughter, he yetob- 
fcrv'd, that the refpedl I difcoverM for her, made me 
pay the highcll regard to all he faid ; he alfo made this 
fiibfervient to the change he vviftiM to fee in me. He bid 
her to rally me agreeably, whenever I (hould happen to 
do a fjlly thing before her ; and indeed Mifs Faring play'd 
her part to a miracle. I could not at firft conceive what 
was her def gn ; and being furpriz'd to fee fo great a 
ch:in^e in Jier, with regard to me, I confider'd for fe- 
vciai Jays wlKit could be the caufe of it. At laft, I 
thought I had found it out ; for I flattered myfelf, that 
the dtfire fhc had of obeying her father's commands, 
which i look'd upon as her chief view, was heightened 
^^- by 



Mr. C L E V E L A JTlX 103 

hy a fccrct gratitude (he entertained for the great care 
I had taken of her,* which was the reafon why flvc 
wifti'd to have me polifti'd as foon as I was capable of 
behig fo. This was fuch an incitement, that I was more 
eager than ever to improve myfelf ; and accordingly T 
got myfelf introduced to the chief pcrfons in the city, by 
Ibme Englijhmeny who were acquainted with them. Here 
I not only met with models, by which I might improve 
myfelf in thofe things I already had a tindure of; but a 
numberlcfs multitude of objcds that were new to me, 
and which afforded both diverfion and inftruftion. 

The Frenchy 'tis certain, arc very polite, particularly 
to foreigners, but I cannot tell how to dtfinc their po- 
litenefs with propriety. It not only confilh in their 
outward behaviour, which is gractiul and kind ; but 
they even afFeft to infufc it into their thoughts ; or, at 
leaft, in a certain manner of cxprcfiing them which is 
peqjliar to thcmfelves. Were all the protcllaiions of 
friendfhip and elleem which arc made in France fincere ; 
that people ought to be confider'd as a focicty of chofen 
men, who poffcfs the moft amiable qualities of the foul 
in an eminent degree, unfullicd with any of thofe vices 
which are common to the reft of the world. Scarce was 
I introduced into one of the bed families by one of my 
countrymen, but the utmoll civility was fhcw*d me, 
upon the bare recommendation of my being an Englijb- 
man and Oliver*s fon. J was afl-:\l how long I had been 
in Roan; and they no fooner heard that 1 had been a 
fortnight in it, but they were very angry J had conceal- 
ed myfelf from them fb long. That I ouj»ht to have 
fcnt word of my arrival to all the confidcrablc men in 
the city, when they would have vifued mc firft. VVh.it 
a misfortune is it, faid they, we did not know a }icr{on 
of fo much merit fooner ! They made mc fuch olleis of 
fervice, as would have put me above want as long as 1 
liv'd, had they been faithful in executing them. I'hcy 
admir'd my agreable mcin ; and as I made no manner 
of -anfwer to thefe compliments which pourM in upon 
me, three or four ladies, who feem'd to be the moft di- 
ftinguifhed of the company, difcours'd a long time on 
the excellent qualities I poftclVd, tho' they certainly had 
K 4 ^'^^ 
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not had time enough to find one, whether I had on& 
Confoanded with this profiifion of ciyilities, I atlaft 
cxprefsM the deep fenfe I had of them, when inme- 
diactly my wit and good fenie was admir'd, tho* I.had 
faid the mod trifling things, and the four ladies again 
cxpatiiited on my praife, and were as laviih of their com- 
pliments as before. 

I MUST confe^,. that as they fpoke with a ferious aifr 
and fecmM to be perlons of fome diftindion, who had 
no motives which might prompt them to deceive mcy. 
^was with great pleafure I heard mvfelf applauded by fo 
many pretty women. I was even perfuaded, that nature 
had given me qualltiet I till then had been a flranger to^ 
and by that means I was for fome moments impofed opoa 
by felf-Iove ; but it happened very luckily, that another 
Xidy in the city, who was come to vifit the miftrefsof 
vhe hoofe, came into the room, when all the company 
*>,ot up to receive her i and while they were making their 
compliments, I heard one of the four ladies above-men!- 
tioned, whifper to the perfon who fat next toher, and 
cry, what a filly fellow this Engli/hman is ! This threw 
me into fo much coafofion, that I blufhM prodigipuflfy 
which fhe did not perceive ; and what is fUlT more 
ftrange, is> that (he immediately after began to praife 
me to the ikies to the lady who came in laft. J was fo 
highly oiFended at her hypocrify, that I was then going 
highly to reproach her for it in. the fevereil terms ; bot 
a moment or two's refleflion chang.'d ray refolution, 
when I only accused myfelf for my fimpiicity ;. and knew 
then better than ever, that the words and a£Uons of men 
can feldom be depended tipon, fince they are naturally {q 
perfidious, that they*ll frequently deceive, when it is of 
no Advantage to them« 

HowEVBR,! was revenged before the vifit was ended. 
1 had not once opened my Mps all the time the conver- 
iation had turned on the merits I pofiefsM, and afterwards 
on ^(hions and fuch kind of topics. But now a ferious 
teflef^ion which a well-bred man in company made, 
poilibly withdefign, gave occafion to their difcourfing on 
nobler fubjeds. I infenfibly firugglcd with my natural 
baihfuhiefs, and explained, my thoughts fo well, as ta 

drajvt 
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Fraw-att^ntiOBs* when J- encouraged myfelf To much by 
ontinuing tofpeak, that I at laS began to make fome 
igure in the convtrration> by recolleding of feveral 
ina paf&ges I had read, and the aflillance of my own 
vfledlions. I found that the company heard me witli 
>leafure, when eaAing my eyes every now and then on 
Jie lady who had rallied, rather than applauded me ; I 
had the latis£Ei£^ibn to find that (he looked upon me with 
I kind of admiration and aftoniihment. The utmoft 
fieftintonies of efleem, more fmcere than the former, were 
bcwn-me at leaving the company, but I had rery little 
regard* to them ; my integrity not permitting me to do- 
light in the conounendations which were bcHowed upon 
me, tho* 1 poffibly deferved them ; finco they had been 
indulged, me in as liberal a manner at a time when they 
wevt periaoded'I did>not deferve them. 

My lord Axmin/ier(eenLed vailly pleafed at this adveiv- 
tore J and indeed, 'twas of the utmoft advantage to me. 
The e£brti I had made to fpeak without heiitation,. began 
to in/pire me with a boldnefs I *till then had been infenfi* 
Ue to ; and this gpive me the utmoft fatisfiidkion. I had 
been Very much vexed ever fince my arrival in France^ 
jhat is fince I began to converfe with men, to find myfelf 
in a certain confifion when among them, which 1 yet 
could not get over, tho* the converfation held ever fo 
bng. My timid nature appeared in my ewmtenance^ 
Ihd in every motion. 'Twas not that I was afraid ; fo 
Gur from it, I was firm and refolute, and preferv'd a 
great prefence of ntind ; but the circumftance which 
gave me pain, was, that though I thought pretty juftly 
on all occafions, I yet could not heighten my expreflion 
with that free and difengaged air, which fo ftrongly en- 
forces wifdom and good fenfe. In cafe I conversed with 
a perfon of no fenfe, I inftantly difcovered his incapacity^ 
ind the fuperiority I had over him, and yet I was con- 
ftrainM ; I could hardly open my lips before him, or 
even look him in the &ce. I was diiconcerted with the 
leaft motion he made, and trembled,- at.it were, before 
him ; tho', at the fame time, I did myfelf juftice in my 
own mind; and confiderM him ia the contemptible light 
in which he ought to be placM« Thanks to the- raillery 



fo$ The LiF« (f 

I fuffer'd In Roan, I almoil got the better of this weak- 
Aefs in a little time* 'Tis not without reafon that I take 
notice of this incident, and the feveral circamHances of 
it ; for an intelligent reader wou'd undoubtedly aik, how 
it were poflible for me to difcover fo much refolution as 
he will £nd me informed with in the fequel, had I not 
acquainted him how, by infenfible degrees, I triumph*d 
over my natural weaknefs and timidity. 

Miss F/z/r;?y was very affifling in curing me ofthefe 
childifh imperfedtions ; for I no fooner faw that (he dif- > 
coverM and condemned them, but I immediately refolved 
to combat them, and I always came ofFvidorious. She 
employed fo much art on thefe occafions, and her indina- 
tion feconded fo well her father*s commands, that I mn& 
afcribe to her the quick improvement I made. My 
warmth increas'd very much by a happy circumftancc, 
ivhich gave occasion to what I may call the happinefs of 
my life; for though it was the fource of numberlefs 
(roubles and crofies, yet thefe are not to be comparM to 
^e exquifite delight to which it gave occafion. 

My love for mifs Fanny had hitherto kept itfelf within 
the bounds I had fet to it in Rumney-Hok, Not. a mo- 
ment pafsM but I felt I lov'd her, and her image followed 
me wherever I went. I had always paid my devotioffs- 
as afliduoufly a? the moft tender lover cou*d have done, 
but had not yet broke my paffion to her. I did not 
know what ihe thought of the great change that was 
wrought in me, iince my leaving Rumney-Hole, She alfo 
was grown more referv'd, but at the fame time feem'd ta 
be as much my fi*iend as ever. She was fenfible how 
much ihe had been obliged to me at fea, and acknow- 
ledged with joy, that Ihe ow'd her life to my care. Her 
father us'd often to put her in mind of this, and would 
tell her, that (he ought to love me as a fecond father ; 
fince there is little difference between giving a perfon 
life, and faving him from death. Ah ! fays I in my 
own mind, when he us'd to tell her of this ; may fhe 
rather confider me as a tender lover ! I am not for a re- 
lation, which will allow another to fhare her heart with 
^e. However, I did not dare to form the lead hopes, 
h/fii lefs could I prefume to accviaiui V^w ^Vi^tw m^t 
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tviflies. *Tis true, indeed, that I was not tortured 
by the pangs of abfence, for (he was inceflantly with me > 
nor needed 1 to fear her coldnefs or difdain, being furc 
of her fi-iendfhlp, if I was not of her love. Thus I was 
•as eafy as 'twas poffible for a man to be, who has no rea- 
fon to complain of any rigours, and yet does not enjoy 
*what his heart languiihes after. 

Such were my thoughts, when I was the laughing 
fiock of the {our French ladies above-mention*d; which, 
though it gave me the greateft uneafinefs at firft, did not 
yet prevent my returning to the aflembly the next day. 
The company confiilcd of the very fame perfons, who 
FCceivM me as politely as they had done the day before. 
The fuccefs which my boldnefs had then met with, in- 
fpir*d me now with greater ; and I fliarM fo much in the 
•greable part of the converfation, that I was certain that 
the ladies had a pretty favourable opinion of my talents, 
tnd receivM, before the day was ended, the ftrongeft 
ftfliirance of it. The charader of the Frntch ladies, ac- 
cording to the befl obfervations I could make during my 
little fcay in France, is made up of extremes. They are 
not for a medium in any thing ; for they muft either 
defpifc or efleem, cenfure or applaud, love or hate. They 
lally moil unmercifully,, and are eagle-ey'd in difcovering 
the ridicule of perfons they don't love. They have need 
of all their politenefs, which is in fome meafure natural 
to them, to fupprefs the violent itch they have to laugh, 
rally, and throw out their witty jefts, which are always 
fmarter when utter'd by a pretty mouth. On the other 
fide, if they love a perfon, they are fure to extend their 
indulgence to them even to blindnefs. Every thing they 
cfteem is chang'd into virtues and perfedlions. They are 
tender and paiHonate ; they praife, they approve and 
admire ; in a word, their underdanding is always 
regulated by the heart, and their heart is never moderate 
in its fenfations. One of the four ladies who had rallied 
me the night before, the very one who calPd me filly 
fellow, feem'd highly delighted with me. This I might 
have obferv'd, before I left the company, had I been ca- 
pable of making fuch obfervations ; but looking m^tl 
her continual glances, and the affutwi^^^ Qi^^^«3Dk^V\0Bw 
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ihe found an opportunity of making me In private, f^ 
mere civility ; I retarn'd home without Teeming to take 
particnlar notice of it. Several weeks pafs^d, daring 
which I frequented the aflembly regularly, when the ci- 
vilities of that lady, her glances and encomhims, in- 
creased every day j but they had no other cffe£t upon me, 
than to make me forget fhe had ever rallied me. At laH, 
as 1 was one day ulking with my lordy a*' fervsttit came 
and brought me a letter. I walkM out and took it ; zni 
asJie went away inftantly, and did not fay it required 
ae immediate anfwer, I retum'd to my lord and open'd 
k^fore him. His lordfhip was as curious to know the 
contents of it as my felf. Jt^id not contain above four 
or five lines, and the import of it, was, to dtGiiK me to go 
Ihat evening to a certain phce mentionM in the letter? 
where a perfon, whom I poflibly mig^t not think un» 
worthy of my eftcem, would be proud of oflfering theirs'. 
I explained the fenfe of thefe words to my lord, who 
wifh'dmejoy of my good fortune rand overjoy 'd at this 
adventure, which he ^ncied would contribute fUll mort 
to my improvement in politenefs, he advis^ ' me to be 
punAual to the affignation. I anfwerM that I did not inf 
tend to&il. Mifs Fannys who was prefent when this was 
faid, did not feem to take the leaft notice of it ; but hef 
£ither going away a little after, and leaving me alone 
with her, flie continued filent, contrary to her ufual 
cuftom ; upon which I fell a laughing, and cry'd, that 
I thought myfelf a very happy fellow in having had axl 
opportunity of pleafing a French lady. Mifs anfwer*d 
with an air of fearfulnefs : Are you then refoIvM to love 
that lady, and to go to the place fhe has appointed ? 
The tone of voice in which fhe fpoke this gave me fome 
emotion. I look'd upon her, when our eyes met ; and 
by an emotion, which is better felt than expreft, we con- 
tinued for fome time cafting the moil languifhing glances 
upon one another ; when,.atlaft, fhebluih'd, and threw 
her eyes downward, as tho' fhe was afham'd fhe-had let 
me fee fo much. But now being prodigioufly mov'dy Itofe 
up without faying a word, and tore the letter into a thtK^ 
fand pieces. We continued filent till my lord's return,' 
J|||uch was a little after,' when he > was forpriz'd to ie« 
^^' the 
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tjhe torn pieces fcacterM about the room. Is this, fsiys 
he, the value you fet upon a lady's favours ?'I anfwer^d, 
(hat 'I had changed my refolurion with regard to the 
affignationj or jather, as I had no inclination to embark 
in a love intrigue, I therefore did not deiign to favour 
the advances of the unknown lady ; but his lordfhip 
infiiied 'upon hh fird advice, and gave me all the 
leafons which, abftradted from love, might induce me 
to comply, i told him that I could never prevail 
with mylelf to do it, arid accordingly did not go out all 
that day. 

I WAS too watchful overall mifs Fanny* i motions, not 
to perceive that (he was fatist.ed with my condu^, and 
knew'perfe^lywell the meaning of thisfacrifice ; but this 
did not give me greater aiTuranccs, or make melcfs re^pc6l- 
fill with regard to her. 'Twas enough for me that I 
Jiad difcoverM a glimpfe of hope in her eyes ; and had 
reafonto believe (he was fenfiblel had fomeafleAion for 
Act. She cannot, fays I to myfeJf, but perceive my afli- 
duities, whenever I pour out my foul before her j (he 
'explains them, and poflibly is fo good as to (lamp them 
with her approbation. Who knows whut happincfs love 
as ttill in (lore for me ? Were not tho'fe glances The (hot 
.the other day, infinitely beyond my cxpc«ftations? I will 
never fue for any favours at her hands ; refpcft commands 
me to be eternally filcnt ; but in cafe heaven infpires her 
with fome little kindnefs for me, why (hould I not en- 
^deavour to make myfelf worthy of it? Could my lord 
himfelf condemn fentiments, fopure, fo regular as mine f 
That pa(fion muft be very per fcil which docs not dread 
a* father's examination, and at the fame time is fo timid 
and tefpcdlful, as not to have courage to difcover itfelf to 
the obje6^ from which it arifes. I again rcfolv*d to keep 
.all my dedres within the bounds of innocence. 

'Before the day was ended, I had fome light into 
the letter which was fent me, and the charadler of the 
writer. Being come to the a(rembly at the ufual hour, I 
obferv*d that there was one lady wanting, who us'd al- 
ways to give us her company ; when word was brought 
ne, that a perfon of my acquaintance, who was at the 
«ioQr> defir'd to fpeak with me. I went down, and found 
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the Englijb gentleman who firft introduced me into that 
houfe, when he defired me to follow him to a bye-place 
where he had a word or two to fay to me in private. 
Being come, I waited for his fpeaking. I am, fays Ke, 
fent upon an odd kind of commiffion. You cannot but 
remember a lady whom you have fometimes feen in the 
affembly ; a tall, well Ihap'd, agreable Brunette^ who 
ogled you fo much, that you mult have taken notice of 
her. She is my friend ; and I am come hither to com- 
plain, in her name, of an injury (he fays you have done 
her. In a word, fays he, interrupting himfelf, I am 
perfuaded fhe loves you dearly, and is defirous that £ 
fhould bring you together: For upon pretence of having 
been injur'd by you, which yet (he did not explain j flie 
was urgent with me to bring you to her houfe, ami en- 
gage you to make her fome fatisfadion. 

I EASILY guefs'd the injury fhe complain'dof. How- 
ever, I was fo difcreet as not to tell my friend that a letr 
ter had been fent me, which I was perfuaded came from 
her ; and as I had not the leaft intention to have any cor- 
refpondence with her, I defir'd him to make my excufes 
to her, in cafe I had really offended a lady, for whom I 
had the utmoft refpe^l ; but this would not fatisfy my 
friend, who told me, that he had promised to bring me 
along with him ; and therefore, fays he, I mull keep it, 
otherwife our countrymen will pafs for a fet of rude peo- 
ple. He faid fo much, that he at laft prevail'd with me 
to go, when he informed me in the way, that the lady in 
queftion was the relidl of a counfellor belonging to the 
parliament, who had left her a good eftate. As he was 
not unacquainted with my birth and circumflances, which 
1 had not the fame reafons to conceal as my lord Jxmith 
fier^ he thought friendfhip obliged him to advife me, to 

make a proper advantage of the love fhe had for me • 

We came into the houfe, which was very neat and well 
furnifh'd. As my friend was every day there, he thought 
Jie might introduce me without fending up his nnme, 
when a confus'd noife we heard in the anti chambers, 
made us flop a moment in order to lillen. We thtn 
heard two perfons talking in an angry voice. Curiofity 
prompted him to advance farther^ in order to hear better ; 

v/hca 
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when he fancied that he heard his own name mentioned^' 
After having flood about halfa quarter of an hour, he 
retumM to me, thanking heaven for direding his fteps 
thither fo opportunely, iince he had overheard a barba** 
rbus deii^n tliat was forming againfl his life. Let us« 
(ays he, leave the place immediately j Til never fet my 
fiK>t more in this houfe, and am vaflly forry I ever 
brought you into it. 

As we were going away he then told me his real name« 
ivhich was the lord Omerfon, He had been three months 
in RooHf and had been forced to fly from England^ in or* 
der to avoid my father's refentments, whom he had. 
mortally offended. No one in this city knew his name 
m his quality, except this lady, whofe brother he had 
^D at London, and whofe name was Lallin. My lord 
Omirfon had brought letters of recommendation from him 
to his fider; and coming to Roan, had contracted fo 
dofe an intimacy with her, that he did not fcruple to 
confide all his fecrets to her. He had indeed no reafoii 
.CO fufpeCt Mrs. Lallin, who was a generous and fmcere 
woman i but her brother was a treacherous villain, who 
was endeavouring to build his fortune on my lord Omer^ 
Jkn^s ruin. When he was afTur'd by his filler's letters of 
his lordfhip's aiTival at Roan^ he infmuated himfelf fo 
well into the Engli/h court, that he got accefs to my fa* 
ther, to whom he immediately told the place whither 
xay lord was fled for refuge ; and engag'd to deliver him 
up to the ufurper, for the reward of four thoufand pounds 
ilerling. 'Tis well known, that my father was impla- 
cable in his refentments i he liflen'd to Lallin, but being 
defirous of knowing whither my lord was retir'd, and 
what methods Lallin intended to employ to decoy him 
out of it, he form'd a plan of a much more extenfive 
nature. Zf«//;Vs defign was only to return to France^ 
and to feize my lord Omerfon privately, after having 
communicated his villainy to fome captain of an Englifo 
yefTel, of which there are always great numbers lying in 
the port of Roan. 'Twould not have been a difficult mat- 
tfer for him to convey that nobleman on board one of 
them, and to confine him privately in one of the cabbins. 
i/ly &ther approved of his fcheme* and being perfuaded 
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hy Ldiliftt that It inlght eafily bepdt'inexecuti6ti;1fe 
itnagin'd he could, with^the fame .eafe> get a dozen of 
his molt inveterate enemies, who were in this city, car* 
lied off at the fame time. This he rereaPd to LaiKn, 
who immediately applauded his horrid projeft, undoubt- 
edly in the hopes i>f a greater reward. Thus, what had 
at firft been contrived only by a private villain, was made 
a confiderable enterprize, by the part which Olhuer was 
overjoyed to adl in it. Lallin^ to make the fuccefs of it 
infallible, told my father that it would be dangerous to 
employ a common captain ; not to mention the difficulty 
there would be of confining and guarding fo many pcr- 

''fons in a Imail merchant-man, which generally has not 
above half a dozen hands on board. He therefore pro- 

' pofed, that he (hould fend purpofely out of the ^ams, 
two of the largell (hips that could go from the Seine to 
Roan i and at the fame time that they loaded them with 
* goods, to cover their defign; they fliould put a* confider- 
able number of bold and intrepid foldiers, in failors ha- , 

• bits, on board ; who might not only ferve as a guard i 
crver them, but alio help to feizi them, one after an- ' 
other, and bring them to the iiiips. My father look- 

'ing upon this projed to be very feafible, he fecretly pre- 
pared every thing that might be proper for putting it in 
execution. The two fhips fail'd out of the port of Lon- 
don^ and Lallin fet out for Diepe; in order that he might 
get to Roan before they arrived thither; and he was come 
to this city the very day that my lord Omer/on carried mc 
to his filler's. 

My lord hadjuftly confider'das a particular indulgence 
of heaven, his good fortune, in overhearing part of the 
plot. He had been let into fo much of it, as had juftly 
alarm'd him ; and tho' he had reafon to believe, by the 
objections Mrs. La//inmzdcto her brother's (cheme, that 
ihe did not approve it ; he yet could not now think of 

•either of them but with the utmoft horror. After we 
had talk'd about an hour at my lo.-d's lodgings, I was 
going to take leave of him, in order to acquaint my 
Jvrd Jxmhjier with it ; and lord Omerfim to take fuch 

meafures as might fccure him from t\vt twaXvcfe oi\sc& w«.- 
itiJes; wien a fcrvant of lAxi. LaIK»t*^^txA^vCcw^TDA- 
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fage from his miftrefs, who, he (aid, defirM to fpeak with 
hh Jordfhip that moment. My lord was in doubt whnt 
to rhink of it, and took it at firft for a trick of LaiU», in 
Emfei* Co get him into his clutches. However, having 
:onfider*d that he was arrived bat the fame day, and that 
the ihip wei^ not yet come to Roan, he thought there 
nras no danger ; but hopM he might difcover fome new ' 
:ircumftance that might be of advanUge to him, when 
be ask'd me if I car*d to go along with him. I cbuU 
Dot in honour refufe it, were it only to fuccour him rn cafe 
of any villainy. Accordingly wc went, and found Mrs. 
LaUtn, who was waiting for him witii the utmoft impa- 
tience ; for her brother had left her a moment before, and 
(he had fent to my lord Omerfin^ to inform his lordHiip 
9f the great danger he was in. She did not exped to fee 
ne ar that time ; and tho' ihe fecmcd' to be mightily 
p1eas*d at it, (he yet defired I would give her leave to 
Ijxak a word or two to my lord in private ; but hia 
lordihip anfwer*d, that he did not conceal any thing front ■ 
ney and therefore die might fay any thing before mel 
This perplex'd* her very much^ knowing 1 was OZr^rr's 
fon ; but hi3 lorddilp having afTurM her in general, that 
ihertcednot have the lead fufpicion of me, tho' my fa- 
ther were concerned in it ; (he related to him in the mod 
fincere manner, the motive of her brother's voyage, and 
the feveral particulars which my lord had heard but im-' 
perfectly. I did all that lay in my power, fays Ifue, to 
make him lay afide his black defign, and reproached 
liim for it in the {(tszxz^ terms ; which exafpcrated him 
fo much, that he fwore he would murthermc in cafe 1 be- 
txzy^^ him ; but tho', fays (he,, he were to execute his 
menaces, they yet (hall not prevent me doing all that lay^ 
in my power to prevent fo horrid a dedgn ; nor from - 
exerting myfelf for your lord(hip, in fuch a manner as* 
honour and friendfhip may require; 

My lord hearing Mrs. Lallim dfefiver' herfelf in this- 
noble, this generous manner, immediately ftifled the 
Refentments he had entertained againft her. He gave 
her a thoufand thanks, and making as tho* we had not 
over-heard' her brothers difcoorfe, he got from her own 
mouth whattvcxihixkU might be ntccfioiTN (qi W\Ss»w;\Vi« 
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As he was not the only perfon mentioned in the black 
fcene, he ask'd whether Ihe knew the names of all the 
p^rfons whom Oli^ver had order'd her brother to carry off. 
She nam'd feme of them to him, and among the reft 
my lord Axminftcr, I ihudder'd when I heard the name, 
and could not think how it were poffible for my fathfer to 
£nd out his lordihip was got to RoaUy efpecially as he had 
taken the utmoft care to difguife his name, and faw very 
little company. I then did not doubt but I was nam'd 
among the re II ; and am ftill perfuaded, that Mrs. LaU 
lit! foibore mentioning my name, purely that fhe might 
not frighten me. I ask'd her whether 'twas publickly 
known that my lord Axminfier was in Roan ? She an- 
fwer'd that every body knew it j and my lord Omerfai 
affur'd me of the fame thing ; but upon my feeming fur- 
priz'd that he had not hinted it to me before, he told me 
that he had forbore to do i: out of civility, being not 
willing to undeceive my lord in the opinion he had that 
no one knew of his being in the city. We debated a 
confiderable time on the meafures we fhould take for our 
common fafety. The fliortefl . way would have been to 
impeach Lairtn who would certainly have been punifli'd 
for his villainy ; but we were oblig'd for his iifter's fake, 
to a6l very cautioufly in that matter, and thereupon re- 
fclv'd to debate further on it, with the reft of our coun- 
trymen who were included in this horrid fentence. 

BfFORE I left Mrs. Lallin, I took fome notice of 
the letter {he had fent to me the night before, which my 
lord OmeyfoH obferving, he withdrew for a moment. She 
complained of the difregard I had fliewn for her efteem^ 
when I affur'd her that no one had a deeper fenfe of her 
great merit than myfelf ; but without explaining the na- 
ture of my engagements,. I told her with my ufual free- 
dom, that J had already form'd fuch ftrong ties, as made 
it impoflible for me to devate myfelf to her fervice. The 
refpeiSlful and unaffeded air with which I fpoke thofc 
words made an imprefiion on her. I will, fays Ihe, be 
fo impirtial to myfelf, as to own that I don't deferve you 
fhould abandon another for my fake ; but you might as 
well have told me this yellerday. Don't you think that it 
xnuft be fome pain to a v^oman to make certain advances ; 

and 
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and is not a man oblig'd to return, at lead, a civil an- 
fwer on thefe occafions ? This reproach appcarM to me 
fo frank and ingenuous, that laccus'd myfelf for anfwering 
her fo bluntly, and begging her to continue the indulging 
me her efleem, I affurM her I would endeavour always 
to deferve it. My lord Omer/on returning pretty foon af- 
terwards, we left her ; and an unhappy accident which 
happened to her afterwards prevented my feeing her for 
fomc time. 'Twas rude in me, fays he, as we were going 
away, to interrupt the converfation you were juft got into 
with that pretty lady ; but the apprehenflons I was under 
left her brother fhould put his vile deiign in execution » 
would not fuHer me to day any longer. I was not fo 
uneafy merely for my own fake, but there arc twenty 
Worthy men expos'd to the fame danger. His lordlhip 
refolved to defire them all to meet at lord Axminjler'^, in 
order that we might take a refolution in common ; and 
hecaird at his own lodgings to order his fervant to give 
them all notice, which being done he went iiome with 
zne. 

My lord Axminfter was prodigioufly furpriz'd to hear^ 
that not only every one in this city knew his name, but 
alfo that Oli'ver had heard he had been a month in Roan ;' 
and was much more fo, wlicn my lord Omerfoit, whom 
he did not know in London, and had t-kcn for a private 
gentleman \nRoany told his namcandthc fubjeftof his vifit. 
In the fifft emotions of his rage, he vented fome impre- 
cations againft Oli'ver^s tyranny ; and this continuation 
of his ill fortune recalling to his remembrance the many 
torments he had AiiFcr'd, rcplung'd him in fo deep a mc- 
lancholly, that I fcarce remember to have ever fmce 
feen him difcover the leaft token of joy. Seven or eight 
Englijh gentlemen whom my lord Omer/on had font to, 
coming fooner than wc expefted, we acquainted them 
with the danger which threaten'd us j when we were fo 
unanimoufly of opinion, that it was abfolutely neceffary 
to feize Lallin, that my lord Omer/on could fcarce prevail 
with us to fearch for fomc other expedient. He expatiated 
on his filler's generofity, to whom we all ow'd our lives ; 
when at laft 'twas agreed, thit for the honour of the 
EfigUfilf nation w€ fhould not do any thing that-look'd like 

ingratitude; 
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ingratitude ;- fince fhe herfelf, and her whole family^ 
which was very confiderable, muft have ihar*d in her bro^ 
ther*s ignominy. My lord Axminfier proposed an eafy 
expedient, which was, that we fhould leave i^oaxr; bat 
the majority were againft it, becaufe of the many friends 
they had in that city. Sir WiUiam Cromfy^ who wa» 
in the afTembly, proposM the only method that. was ap- 
prov*d of by all ; *viz, that we fhould fpread publickly 
the deiign of Oliver; making as tho' we had received 
advice to that purpofe from Londm^. and not to take zxif. 
notice of LalUn^s being in the fecret. *Twas plain that 
the difcovery of this villainous defign would prevent its* 
being put in execution ; and that then each of us might 
take care to provide for his own fafety» Weall agrecd- 
to this refolution, which met with fuccefs, except, that it* 
afterwards occaiion'd a fatal accident, that gave us aiortal 
uneaTmefs. 

The governor of Roan having heard by the- report^ 
that was fpread, and which was alfo confirmed by- thee 
Englijh^ of the bold defiga that was carrying on againft 
usy gave orders that all foreign veilels which lay in the 
harbour and at the mouth of the river, fhould be exadly^ 
fearch'd ; and at the fame time afTur'd all the EngU/hmiH 
who were in the city, that they might depend upon his 
eileem and protection. The citizens were exafperated 
when they heard we were threatened to be taken away 
by force out of their city ; and this lefledlion heighten- 
ing the afFiCUon which the French have for foreigners, 

*' there was not one of them but of}er*d to defend us ; if 
we except that villain Lallin^ who was enrag'd to fee the 
care which was now taken for our fafety. Tho^ we had 
concealed his name with the utmoft fecrecy, he could not 
perfuade himfelf that we had difcoverM his villainy, but 
we mull at the fame time be told that he-had contrived it. 
As he did not know, whom to fufpe6t but hi» Mer, he 
accused her with having^betrayM him; and being tran- 
/ported with rage, caus'd undoubtedly by the dread he 
was under of punifhment,.or the grief to fee all his-hopes 
fruflrated \ he gave her a flab which had like to have 

proved mortal. Having done this,, he left the cit|f and 
j&rf Diffe, wierc he had vk^« ^oq4 fciva»R \ja tasti 



^'^^i^ 



^wftb a ytSA which was joft railiag for intUmi^ oa which 
fta goc aboardir and by that means fcraenVi himfelf from 
ji^ce. 

f Thb unhapp^aocidenC which had'be&Uen this gentle- - 
l|Kmian being known foon after» the caufe of it was not 
jconceal'd, and indeed (he herfelf told it to all thofe who 
€ame to enquire about it. All the Engli/Bh who* were 
then in Rom^ thoughrthemfelves obligM to difcover the 
iteep fenfe they had of their obligations to her i but I did 
mot fee her for fome time, becauie we left the city a few 
^ys after ihe was wounded. Being got to Bd^nm^ we 
jcceived a letter from my lord Omirfin, who informed oe 
mf her recovery,. and thecondufionof that fttal adventure. 
The two ihips arrived in the harbour of Roan^ and *twas 
ittipoffible but they mqft be di(cover*di The governor 
kad the two captains arretted : but as they denied their 
having any fuch commiflion as they were charged with i 
sud there were not proofs fufficient to prove it, he was 
tfhIigM to fet them at liberty. The French minifler com^ 
plain'd thereof to the protestor i but *twas to no pur- 
poft» for he denied his having ever had a hand in it. 
. This incident) made my lord Jicminftir refolve t6 
leave Xmw immediatriy, which we did accordingly af- 
ter having been about fix weeks in it. As we heard 
from all parts, that king Cbaries was gone to the fron« 
tiers of Spain^ we fet out direAly thither ; and met with 
&ch good horfes, that we gofr to our journey's end almoft 
at foon as we could have done by fea with the mod fa* 
Tourable wind ; fo that the reader will fuppofe we made 
kut a very ihort ftay in the cities thro' which we pad. 

In our journey, I faw but few which could be com- 
pared to Roan^ either for extent, or number of inhabi<^ 
tants ; and I met with hardly any thing in thefe that/rais*d 
my admiration. Tho' I had lived but fo fhort »'time in 
Roofty it yet had enlargM my underflanding, and'eiven 
inch a turn to my behaviour, that I began to think and 
foeak like the reft of my fellow creatures. The only 
fircumftance that ftruck. me was, not my meeting daily 
with new yices, which were entirely repugnant to my 
principles i I knew that they fprang from. tSe dft'omV:) 
wiuchM mtunl to man h and JfoaiML xVu ^t t>S&^ ^ 
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it might vary infinitely, according to the difierent places 
and occafions ; but I could not but wonder, that in the dis- 
tance only of two hundred leagues, there fhould be fo 
great a difference in the carriage, the drefs, and langaage 
of a people who arefubjeds to the fame monarch, profefs 
the fame religion, and fubmit to the fame laws, 1 could 
not make myfelf be underflood in the Provinces- of Net- 
mandy^ du Maine^ Poictou^ and feveral others i and I had 
cccafion to ask in twcry village thro* which I pafl, whe- 
ther I was yet in Franccy tho* I fpoke the language with 
great propriety ; fo much the jargon varied every mo- 
ment. One may obferve fome difference on this head 
even in towns. If we except perfons of a certain rank 
and education ih the feveral cities of this great kingdom 
through which I pafl,^ all the reft are fo many rnftics, 
whofe language is continually varying ; and who difler as 
much in talle from the polite perfons abovementioned, as 
they do in drefs ; fo that the few only are true French- 
men, who prefide over the reft, and are diftinguifh*d from 
thofe whom we call the common people. 

Being 2inWd2itBayonney we enquired, as we had al- 
ways done, for the bell Inn in the town, and the firft 
thing we heard at our alighting from our horfes, was, 
that the king of England had been two days in that place. 
Illuftrious monarch ! fays Ay lord Axminfter^ when he 
heard this ; in what a low condition art thou, at the 
fame time that thy throne and thy palaces are fill'd 
by rebels and wicked wretches ! His majefty \Cas incog'* 
nito in this place, and he had fcarce a larger train than 
my lord Axminflery who had hired a valet de chambre 
and four men«fervants in Roan, We repos'd ourfelves but 
a moment after our journey, for my lord had a ftrong 
defire to wait upon his majefty, who gave him immediate 
audience. His majefty had never fecn him before, my 
lord not having left America^ 'till after the murther of 
the king his father. I was with my lord Axminfier, 
Notwithftanding all the experience I had acquired in Roan 
and our journey, I could not fupprefs a kind of trembling 
which feized me, as I came near the king's apartment. 
This was not fo much fear, as a confus'd fenfation of re- 
{ped, tendernefs^ and compaftion united ; for I refleded 

at 
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at one and at the fame time on his greatnefs and ill fortune. 
,1 now found fome remains of the impreflion which his 
Cither's fatal death had made on me, when I heard my 
mother relate it. fiefides, I had that idea of majifty ' 
which a young man firil forms of himfelf, who has never 
been in the royal prefence ; and I entred his apartment 
with the iame awe as into a church. He was Handing 
and talking with two EngUJh gentlemen his attendanu ; 
hisfweetand amiable countenance encourag*d me at once ;- 
but at the fame time I obferv'd a melancholy in his eyes, 
which undoubtedly was owing to his reflcf^ing continual- 
ly on his royal father's fuiferings and his own. 

My lord Axminfter fell at his majeily's feet» who 
nis'd him up and embraced him, My lord, fays he, 
with the utmoft fwcctnefs and grace, we know one ano- 
ther only by name ; but if your attachment to my pcrfoa 
18 equal to the eflcem I have for you, from the relation 
I have had of your great merit, we fhall foon be friends. 
I' have,, fays his majcfty, heard part of your fufFerings; 
and I often wonder'd, as you left London above a year 
ago, that you did not ihelter yourfelfwith me. If you 
are now come upon that defign, you may depend that Til 
endeavour to make your afTyium as agreeable as poifible. 
My lord Jxminjler anfwer'd this obliging compliment in 
a refpedlful manner, and told his majelty that it had not 
been in his power to wait upon him fooner ; and then 
declaring the great impatience he had to fee his majefty, 
he at the fame time afliir'd him that his life and fortune 
were at his fervice, whom he look'd upon as his only 
lawful fovereign. Alas I my lord, fays his majefty, 
with a figh i with what pleafure could I lay down my 
own to deliver unhappy England from tyranny! When- 
will my fubjedls open their eyes, and recognize a king who 
would employ the lall drop of blood to make them hap- 
py ! But I look upon the arrival of worthy men like you 
as a happy omen. But the misfortunes of our kingdoms,- 
and our own are not yet pafl a remedy. Upon this my 
' lord Axminfter told him a thoufand particulars ; and his 
jnajefty heard with the utmoil aftonifliment the danger 
to which he had been expob'd in Roan, King Charles 
haduxiec with feveral of the faiAe nature ; and he afiur'd 

u« 
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osthathc (houldtnoire'diairoiiteiiave'&Uena.prey tovil- 
Jany and treafon, had'he not been preferv*cl by tile imme- 
diate indulgence of heairrti. After having convers*d for 
a confidenible time;' he'^faid to my lord in the mofir 
obliging 'manner, that, as he was but jiiil arrived, he 
jnuft neceffarily want to fepofe himfelf 5' atid that there- 
fore he advis'd him* to take a little reft, and defer their 
talking of more important matters till another opportuni- 
ty. Before I left the apartment I fell at his majeftyV 
feet. This, fays my lord Jxminfier, is a young man, 
who is one of your zealous adherents, tho* he be fon to 
the ufurper. Oliver's fon I fays the king with a kind of 
horror : Yes, fays my lord ; but a fon worthy of a better 
fether, and fuch a one as I could wi(h to be blefs'd with j 
faying which he gave his majefty a fhort relation of mine 
and my mother's ftory, and he lifttted to it* with- theut- 
moft attention; 

My lord had fcarce ended, when the king a!k*3 my 
'mother's name. The vifcount had forbore mentioning 
it, becaufe as* (he had beeir the late king's miftrefs for 
fome time, he thought it not proper to recal it to his fon*s 
Teijembrance ; but his majefty being urgent with him, 
he anfwer'd that her name was Cle*veland. Good hea- 
vens ! fays the king, what's that I hear? I really had 
fome notion of this. Let fomcbody fly and call old Mr. 
ClenjeUnd 9 Tm fure he will be overjoy'd at this news; 
and accordingly one of the gentlemen went and call'd 
my grandfather, who was one of his majefty's attendants. 

• Whilft they were gone to call hinf, his majefty told \xt 
that my grandfather had adber'd io iiiviolably to himrevef 
fince his royal father's death, that he did not believe he 
had a more faithful fervant; that he took a great plea- 
furein telling him, and hearing him relate ftories of paft 
times ; but tha( he had not entertained him fo often with 
any thing, as the amours of his daughter with the late 
king ; the ill fortune ftie had to lofe his favour, and to 
be forc'd to ingratiate herfelf with Oli*ver y the endea- 
vours fhe had made, but all to no purpofe, to get' admit* 
tance again, into her Other's houfe; and the forrow intd 
which he was afterwards plunged for ufmg her fo cruelly, 

when after haviag loft all hh oxYvw 0\\\^w.ii, Va <»N5^ va 
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mind that (he only furvivM ; that he had afterwards 
fearchM for her every wliere; but that being never 
able to find his dear daughter, he liad inccflantly re- 
proached himfelf with her ruin, which he look'd upon as 
a barbarous and unnatural adtion. Whilll the king was 
telling us this, Mr. C/e^'^Ai/;^came into the apartment 
where we were, but without telling him that any Gran- 
gers were arrivM. I felt an unufual emotion at the iighc 
of the old gentleman, when I fix'd my eyes ftedfalkly 
upon him, and had not my refpc^ for the king chcck'd 
me, I ihould have run and embracM him. Clcnjeland^ 
fays the king, what will you give me if I rellorc your 
daughter to you? Alas( iir fays he to me, with the tears 
flanding in his eyes, heaven has not rcfervM (o much 
happinefs for my old age. I can't fay, continu'd his 
majclly, that Til rellore herfclf to you ; but then I can 
a perfon who very much rcfembles, and is nearly related 
to her. Turn about fays his majcfty, and embrace that 
young man, who is her fon by Oliver, As the name of 
his daughter fecm'dto have made a tender impreilion on 
Mr. Cle^eland^ that of the ufurper immediately dellroy'd 
It ; fo that inllead of embracing me, he flew off at a di- 
ftauce, when he gizM upon me attentively. The king 
feem'd to be plcasM at viewing the attitude he was in, 
•for he had one foot forward, and his whole body re/l- 
ed on his other leg, which was drawn back ; his eyes were 
ftaring wide upon mc ; but he did not feem to be movM, 
fo that one would have thought his heart was hardiied 
by looking at me. But now he began to lofcn a little, 
and I could fee the tears ftcal foftly down his checks, 
when my anxiety and blufliing began to melt him. Your 
majelly, fays he, (turning about to the King, and after- 
wards throwing himfelf about my neck) will give me 
leave to embrace him. He is fon to the abominable 
wretch who put my Ibvereign to death, but then he is 
the fonalfo of my dearell daughter. Jf he has receiv'J 
ill blood from his father, he fliall (hed it in his king'b de- 
fence. Will you not, fays he, clafping me fall, my dear 
fon ? Won't you love him whom heaven has a!jj\jQv^\itd 
ioTyom]!iwh\ /bvereign, and (hed 0\q\^^ ^'t^^ ^S.^^^^«lt 
blood in his caufe^ 
Vol. I. M ^^ 
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An indifferent fpedlator, if 'twas poffible for any one 
to be fuch in To tender a fcene, would have found it a 
difficult matter, to judge, from Mr. Cle<ueland*s l<Joks 
and expreffions, whether he was fonder of his fovereign or 
his grandfon. He was half a quarter of an hour in thefd 
emotions, fometimes calling his eyes on the king, and 
befeechinghim to have fome eAeem for me ; and at others 
dircding his glances to me, to conjure me -never to fwerve 
in the duty 1 owed the bell of fovereigns. The king 
v/as fo delighted to hear him talk, that nothing could 
have prompted , his majefly to make him change the dif- 
courfe, but the fear he, was under, lefl fuch flrong emo- 
tions fhould prove of dangerous confequcnce to a perfon 
of fo advahc'd an age. He then afTurM him that he would 
take the utmoft care of me^ and ufe me like his own 
child. 

We now feem'd to be among our acquaintance in 
Bayofine, Mr. Ck'veland vf^% overjoy*d to fee himfelf live 
again, as it were, in his grandfon ; ncr"^ was my lord 
Jxminfter lefs ovcrjoy'd with his majefty's converfation, 
which he was frequently indulg'dwlth. He always attend- 
ed upon him when he went to the conferences, or made 
private vifits to cardinal Mazarine, who was look'd upon 
as the direttor of all the affairs of Europe, I was equally 
ignorant with the public, of the particulars of their con- 
ferences and debates : But as the mod able Doliticians 
fometimes let drop fome diflant hints of the buSnefs they 
are upon j I remember I have often heard the king com- 
plain equally of France and Spain ; and fay, that tho* 
both thofe crowns behav'd very differently towards hiin» 
they yet agreed in one point, which was to adl very 
coldly in his interefl. France treated him, in oacwaid 
appearance, with great kindnefs and refped. Every one 
pittied his dillrefs ; the French made him very coniidera- 
ble prefents privately, and when he was at Paris they 
paid him all imaginable honours ; but then, at the fame 
time, the queen and the cardinal were in perfedl harmo- 
ny with his enemies. They had declared war againil 
^a//i in concert with Oliver^ and 'twas to pleafe him 
that the French fleet had beat t\ve\t tT\eta\^^ vwxJafc Ikewm 
and taken Dunkirk : They tadxtco^tvvj2^\im ^.% ^awSs^L 
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protedlor of the commonwealth of England ; and fenc 

amba/Tadors to him and receivM his. Spain adtcd in a 

fluite different manner. At the fame time that they af- 

teOitd to be wholly indifferent with regard to the Engltfi^ 

affairs and the king's interell, they ofier'd underhand to 

reftore him to his kingdom ; but then 'twas on fuch hard 

and difadvanugeous conditions, that he plainly fawthey 

were not touchM with his misfortunes, and confiderM 

nothing but their own intereft. Don Lenjuis de Haro, 

who flighted him fo far outwardly, that he did not even 

depute a gentleman to him, yet at the fame time carried 

on a private correfpondence with him, by which he was 

every day making new propofals ; but thefe were fo un- 

reafonable, that the king often complain'd of them as of 

fo many infults. I'hcy requir'd no lefs than, that the 

king fhould abandon to Sfain^ all the Engli/h dominions 

in South- America \ and not only give up Dunkirk after his 

refloration, but afTiii the Spaniards in recovering all the 

French conquefls in Flanders. Don Lewis put an end to 

his ridiculous felicitations, after the treaty of peace, and 

the marriage was concluded between Le^vis XIV. and 

the Infanta of Spain ; and this being done, pleafure was 

much more attended to than bufmefs. 

In the mean time, the continual converfations which 
my lord Axminfler had with his majefty, gave rife to a 
thought which the king imagined would be of great fer- 
vice to him. He knew the figure this lord and his father 
had made in America^ and how dear they were to the 
inhabitants. The great fettlements which the Englijh 
have in thofe parts, make a confiderable part of the 
ftrength of their kingdom ; 'tis the foundation of their 
traffick, and confcquently of their riches. The king 
form'd thereupon a defign offending my lord Axminfi^r 
thither, in order to endeavour to make all thofe return 
to their allegiance, who had any refpcft for their lawful 
fovereign. My lord thought this projedl very feafible ; 
and fo far from having a reludlance to attempt it, he was 
as much prompted to it by inclination, as by the fubmif- 
fioD he owM to his (bvereign's comma^tid^. K^xsx ^<^ 
dread fai reverfes of fortune* he V\ad mtl vjyx^c^vcv Euyo^« 
- nothing bound bita to it but hh ixdH iox ^^ ^t>W\^» 
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the king. America would be a large field for him to ex- 
ercife it in ; and he hoped that the fight of a region 
where he had fpentfomany happy years, would conduce 
to give his mind a chearful turn, • and erafe feveral 
gloomy ideas from his foul, which would always cleave 
to him fo long as he fhould be near England, I was im- 
mediately told this refolution, and it threw me into the 
utmoft perplexity, for I forefaw all the difficulties I 
flaould infallibly meet with, either from Mr. Cle^elandy 
who now lovM me fo much that he would never confent 
to my going with lord Axminfler\ or from my own 
heart, which would flill lefs permit me to abandon mifs 
Tanny^ the idol of my afitf Aions ; or to go at any di- 
ftance from her father, my tender and dearly beloved 
protestor. 

The oppofition which I had forefeen, began the -mo- 
ment Mr. Cleveland heard of my l6rd'8 voyage ; for no 
fooner was he informed of it, but he came running to 
me in the utmoft confufion. I imagine, fays he, that 
you don't intend to leave Europe, My lord has aded 
the J at of a father to you till now, but now I-am to 
take his place; and, befides you cannot have forgot what 
the king promifed you. He fpoke thefe words in fo 
flrong, fo afFcftionate a manner, that I could not anfwer 
him, for fear of making him uneafy. He looked upon 
my filence as a mark that I confented ; and was fo over- 
joyed at it, that he gave out, I was going to leaVc my 
lord AxminJIery in order to follow king Charles to Flan- 
derf. I fpent fome hours in confidering what to do, 
which making me melancholy, I went to mifs Fannfi 
apartment, in order to chear my mind. The coldnefs 
and indifFcrence with which ihe heard fomc general 
queftions I nuide with .regard to her father's voyage, 
plainly difcovered that (he had fome uneafinefs upon her 
fpirits. 1 afk'd her whether fomething had not chagrin'd 
her, lut ihe anfwer'd in fuch an ambiguous manner as 
made the whole a myftery. Mrs. Ridifigy who was pre- 
fent, fecm'd to be no lefs troubled. As we ftill lodg'd 
in the Inn at Bayonne, and that the great number of tra- 
vellers, made us very much ftraitned with regard to room, 
■ "'^^eaerall/ fpent the day in the apartment of ourla- 
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dies. My lord came in the inflant their kind of fullen 
humour was goin? to make me leave it« when he men- 
tion*d the king's departure, which was put ofFto the next 
week ; and then turning about to me, he afk'd me whe- 
ther I was preparing to ^How him. 'J his queflion fpoke 
with fuch an air as feemM to denote that we were to be 
certainly feparated ; and with fuch a tone, that one would 
have thought him glad of it, threw me into fo deep a 
melancholy, that I could not utter a word. My lord 
looked upon the perplexity I was in, as an cfFcfl of the 
confufion I was under, for having concerted upon fuch a 
thing without acquainting him with it ; and afterwards 
changing the difcourfe, he went out without faying a 
word more, which put me to fo much pain, that I could 

not forbear dropping a tear 1 find then, fays I to^ 

mifs Fa/gf^f that my lord is weary of me ; he had better, 
fays I with great warmth, (notconfidering that Mrs. Ri- 
Mng was prcfcnt) kill mc than force me to abandon you. 
Thefc words, tho' fpoke at random, were ncverthelefs in- 
telligible enough. Mrs. Ridir^ was fo much furpriz'd, 
and mifs Fanny in fo much confufion, th^t (he bludrd ; 
opon which I rofe up, rcfolving to go and mufe upon my 
aneafinefs alone. 

Mrs. Riding followM me. You feem, fays (he, tak- 
ing me into another room, to be quite changed ; I al- 
ways thought you prudent and rational, and iiippofcd 
that you wanted only a little knowledge of the world to 
complete you; but To far from it, that fcarce have you 
began to acquire a little, but your wifdom abandons you 
at once. Permit me, fays (he, to take once raore'the 
liberty of declaring what I think of you. Firll, *tis a 
breach of gratitude and integrity in you, in agreeing to 
leave my lord without giving him fome notice of it. 
Secondly, can any thing be fo horrible, or fo repugnant 
to the principles youiiave always profef&*d, to have not 
only concealM from us your amorous intrigue in Roan ; 
but proteded before my lord and his daughter, that you 
was abfolutcly refolvM not to have any correfpondcnce 
with the lady who writ to you, at the fame time that 
you had promi:)M to marry her. What name will you 
M 3 ©v« 
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give to To infidious, (o hypocritical a condudl ? My lord 
and mifs Fataty had once the higheft value for yoa, but 
now they are quite changed. As for myfelf, who lov^d 
you with the tendernefs of a mother, I muft confefs *tis 
very much leiTen'd, tho^ I could have wiih*d to love you 
as long as 1 liv'd. 

Had I not the utmod refped for Mrs. Riditig^ Ifhould 
have immediately told her that (he talked madly, for I 
did not underfland a word fhe faid. I forbore preparing 
my reader for this incident, purpofely that he might be 
as much furpriz'd at the reading of it, as I was when I 
began to hear it ; but I'll now relate in few words the 
circumllance which gave rife to it» for fear, left my 
poilponing it fhoUld make my relation not altogether (o 
intelligible. 

Mrs. Lallin, whom I had quite forgot at my leaving 
Foan, and befides, had never carried on any correfpon- 
dence with her, for which I had occaiion to reproach 
myfelf ; fhe, I fay, had not forgot me in my abfence. 
I Aiall henceforward call her by her brother's name, pur- 
pofely to conceal, as I have done before, that of her late 
hufband, who was of one of the mod difUngqifhed &milies 
in Roan. This lady put fuch a conflrudion as was moft 
favourable to her wifhes, to the plain and honeft anfwer 
I had made her when fhe reproached me ; but her being 
wounded, which happened two days after I had vifited 
her with my lord Omerfon^ prevented her revealing hcr- 
felf further to me, before my fettingout.. She was not 
even informed of it, *till fuch time as her wounds began 
to heal, when fhe was vifited by feveral EitgUJh gentlemen. 
How much foever fhe might refent my going away with- 
out taking leave of her, fhe imputed it to the neceflity I 
was under of following my lord Jxminfter ; and fhe fo 
far difclofed her mind to my lord Omerfony that fhe hint- 
ed to him, fhe fhould not be unwilling to be my wifc- 
My lord Omer/on, who had fome love for me ; and not 
being acquainted with my unhappy circum (lances, 
thought this would be an advantageous match for me, 
did all that lay in his power to confirm her in that refo- 
lation. He flatter'd her daWy vj\t\v \.\v^ \vo^v v>aax I 
JSioald return to Roan \\ii\i t\ve kvtv^-, ^ii \i^ ^t^xaSS&^ 
M X ^^ 
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her, in my name, the utmoft gratitude, in lequital of 
the favours fhe was pleasM to indulge me. And, in- 
deed, he depended fo much on my confent, ^t in his 
letter to my lord Axminfttr^ he mentioned Mrs. LalUn 
and I, as allotted for one another \ and as two perfons 
who waited only for the nuptial ceremony, being alrea- 
dy united by the flrongeft ties of love and eileem. 

This letter came the fame day, when Mr. Cltviland 
bad imaginM, by my filence, that I was refolv'd not to 
go to the Wefi-lndm. At his going out of my room, he 
round lord Axminfter reading it i and making it a kind 
<|f punflilio of honour to take me, as it were out of his 
bands 1 he told him in a very blunt manner, that I was 
refolvM to follow the kifig into Flanders, My lord had, 
an he imagined, juft reafons to be offended at my ingra- 
titode » and indeed I was more obliged to him than to 
any other perfon living, nor only for his former favours, 
bot for thofe he intended to indulge me ; his refentmenc 
therefore was proportionable tu his kindneiles. His 
Iprdihip had immediately told the whoie to Mrs. Ri- 
ibig and mifs Tann^^ and they both had condemned me s 
bat as frien^fhip dill pleaded in my favour, my lord 
went out to look for me, and give me an opportunity ot 
coming, at lead, to fome expllination ; now it fo hap- 
pened, chat I came into his daughter's apartment unob* 
ferv*d by him; but he coming a moment after me, and 
iieeing that I not only perfifted in concealing the pretend- 
ad deiign of my marriag/with Mrs. Lallin\ but even my 
fapposM intention of going along with the king, which 
his lord (hip fancied I conceaPd purpofely from him \ 
he therefore had left the room with much greater difguft 
than before. 

Thb reader may judge I was vaftly uneafy, to hear 
Mrs. Riding reproach mc in this (harp, but obfcure nnn- 
ner. I was altogether as ignorant of what had pall r.t 
Roan^ as I was of the report of my departure wliich 
my grandfather had fpread abroad ; fo that I gazM fov 
fome time upon Mrs. Ridings without being able to an- 
fwer a word. At laft my innocence givinjj me courage, 
I xo\6 her {he \vou\d have no occafiotv x.o crcv>^Q>j Vii^t ^^♦ 
qaeacc to make me fcnfiblc of my £aL\)\u/u\ ^fe '^^ w;^^ 
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tell me of any I had committed : However, I was oblig'd 
to put a thoufand queftions to her, before I could prevail 
with her to explain the Whole to me, which ihe did at 
laft, when fhe told mc all the crimes I was accused of, 
and the perfons who accused mc. Tho' I was vaftly well 
pleas'd to find myfelf innocent of them all, 1 yet was 
very much affli£^ed to think my lord could fo much as 
fufpeft me to be ungrateful; or that my charming niifs 
Famy could have a notion that it were poffible fpr me to 
love any perfon fo much as herfelf. Heavens I fays I, 
how unhappy is an upright and generous heart, when it 
has no other way of difcovering its fincerity but bywords; 
that is to fay, by an expedient which ingratitude abufes,. 
and which perfidy may render fubfervient to its vile por- 
pofes? As for my pretended amour with Mrs. Lallint 
fays I to Mrs. Ridings gazing at the fame time upon her 
with an air of melancholy, as we are now fo fer from 
Roafty I can juftify myfelf nootherwifc than by my cries, 
and the fincerity of my afpeft. As my lord thought me 
fo vile as to difguife my fentiments in fo odious a manner^ 
he undoubtedly will be perfuaded that I (hall employ un- 
truths to clear myfelf. I therefore don*t fee how it will 
be poffible for me to redore myfelf to the good opinion 
he once entertained of me. With regard to my following 
his majelly, this is a falfe flory I can eafily deflroy ; ana 
had any perfon but Mr. Cien}eland fpread it almoad, I 
fhould have callM him a liar to his ^ce. Heavens I fays I, 
obferving that my uneafmefs began to foften Mrs. Ri»' 
dwg, I again invoke thy fuccour : Why doft thou not 
difcover my innocence fmce thou had form'd me fincere 
and incapable of diflimulation ? 

Mrs. Ridings who knew me too well to doubt the 
truth of my affeverations, immediately refum'd the good 
opinion fhe had before entertained of me ; and thereupon 
told me that fhe would immediately go and undeceive my 
lord Axminfier and his daughter. Jf mifs Fanny^ fays I, 
in a fudden tranfport, thinks me guilty, I am the mofl 
unhappy wretch breathing. Mrs. Riding had not forgot 
the words I had faid to mifs Fanny a quarter of an hour 
' ' \i but the words I fpoke lafl, letting her at once 
\ fecrets of my foul, fhe ask*d me why I dreaded 

fo 
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fo much to difpleafe mifs Fanny, I myfelf was fenfible 
that I had difcoverM too much, but then I had nooccafion 
to repent my having done it, as Mrs. Riding had always 
us*d me with a mother's tendemefs i fo far from it, that 
I was glad I had found fuch an opportunity, of difclofmg 
to her the genuine fentiments of my heart. I then told 
her that mifs Fanny was very dear to me, and how much 
I had endeavoured to hide it from her, which made her 
fmile. You're a pretty philofopher, fays ihe : Take care, 
or wifdom will be fliipwreckM on the (helves of love. I 
€onjur'd her to tell me fincerely what ihe thought of this 
matter. Mrs. Riding was a woman of admirable fenfe. 
.Let virtue, fays Aie, be always dear to you ; and never 
diftmft either love or fortune : This was all I was able to 
get out of her. 

Wb afterwards returned to mifs Fanny*s chamber, 
when the fight of that dear creature awaken'd the anguifli 
I had juft before felt. 'Twas either this, or a kind of 
fatis&dion I found in myfelf, for having reveal'd my 
paffion to Mrs. Ridif^, that made me fall at her feet, 
and continue filent for fome time, whilll Mrs. Riding 
undertook myjuftification. Mifs Ffl»«y fcem'd overjoy 'd 
to find me innocent when ihe had fo litde expeded it. I 
then to6k an opportunity of faying many tender things, 
with regard to the anguiih, which the bare reflexion of 
her coldnefs made me feel. I was melted to tears, and 
forgetting infenfibly all my refolves, I took her hand, 
and kiifing it in the moft tender manner, vow'd to love 
her fo long as I had life. I had no fooner fpoke thefe 
words, but reflediing on the words which had dropt from 
me, I lookM wiihfully at her, and trembled at the fame 
time. This threw her into fome confuiion. I have faid 
too much, fays I, cailing down my eyes ; but as you have 
now got my fecret from me, you may pronounce whether 
J am to live or die. She continued dumb for a moment, 
when turning to Mrs. Ridings ihe askM her, with a lan- 
guiihing air, what anfwer ihe ihould make me. I fee 
plainly, fays that lady, who had fome reafons not to 
difapprove our amour, that you had taken your refolutioa 
before you ask'd my advice. Anfwer him as your heart 
didlates; that is, that you are far from hating him. 
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Mzy, fays (he, your afiedUon be reciprocal^ fo long as 
each of yoa fhall deferve it I Love, fince you are in the 
blooming ieafon of life ; heaven approves it, and my 
lord will not be difpleas'd at it. 

I WAS fo much furprizM, and at the fame time fo over- 
joy 'd at what I heard, that fure reality never appear^ to 
me fo much like a dream. Even the emotions which 
my heart then felt, feem'd diflerent from thofe we are fcn- 
fible to when awake. 'Twas fomething rocthonghts 
that was above nature ; fomething more than mortals 

are capable of feeling ; 'Twas O 'tis inexpreffible f 

But.never was I before or fince blefsM with fo a delicioot 
a moment. I again catch*d hold of my dear, dear 
Fofmfs hands ; aiKl in a tranfport which I exprefs'd only 
by my Tears, I kifs'd them a thoufand times, nor did 
ihe once endeavour to pull tnem from me. I rofe up 
with the fame tranfport, and embraced Mrs. Ridh^i 
when I bcggM her to confirm the happy approbation 
ihe had indulged me, and to tell me whether (he believed 
ray lord would be favourable to my wiflies. She anfwer'd, 
that perhaps (he had done wrong in difcovering her 
thoughts at once to us, but that fhe neverthelefs did not 
repent of it ; that it would be proper for mifs Fannjf and 
I to fet our minds at eafe, *till fuch time as fhe had an 
opportunity of refuming the difcourfe about me, which 
fhe had with my lord the night before j that this noble- 
bleman, the firft time he fpake to her of his voyage to 
America, askM her whether ihe was inclined to' go along 
with him ; that upon her anfwering fhe would willingly 
follow him all the world over, he had ask'd her whether 
fhe believ'd I was willing to go along with them ; that 
as (he did not know my inclinations on that head, and 
therefore could not determine, (he had offcr'd to found 
me in caf:; his lordfhip thought proper ; but he defired 
her only to mention the voyage to me, in order to fee how 
I would take it ; that from what he had obferved, he be- 
liev'd I was in love with his daughter ; and that as he 
had the utmoft affedlion for me, he would willingly mar- 
ry his daughter to me, and take me along with him to 
^/Mj||||g|^ot then he was refolved I (hould be prompted 
to^^^^^riination ; that he had dcfured her, without 

"1 
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mentioning the circumftancesabove-mentionedy to endea- 
vour to difcover my real intentions, and how far I might 
efleem him and his daughter. Thus, fays (he, when I 
aiTurM you that my lord would not condemn your pa ffion, 
*ti8 plain I had the jufteft reafoni for averting it ; nor 
have I broke my word with his lordlhip, in revealing 
what he intends to do for you, fince I did not do it» *tiU 
I was before aiTurM that you loved mifs Fanny, 

However', I (hould be forry to deprive him of the 
fatis^Aion which he propos*J, in acquainting you with 
it himfelf ; and therefore you mud pretend to Know no- 
thing of the matter, when he informs you of it. TU 
go, lays (he, and wait upon hit lordihip 1 and will endea- 
voar to- remove the ill impreflkms which your grandfa- 
ther and my lord Omerfin^s letter have made upon him 
to your prejudice 1 and afterwards inform him, that you 
have as high a value for him and his daughter, as he 
thought you had, Go, fays J, in the raptures of joy and 
admiration, good madam 1 and afTure my lord that hear 
ven cannot make a man happier than 1 fhall think my- 
felf, in cafe he indulges my paflion for his inchanting 
daughter. 

I WAS now alone with my dear creature. Her con- 
fofion and mine were equal for a few moments % but as it 
was owing to the perplexity we were in, it foon gave 
way to the moil pafHonate and tender difcourfe. 7'hofe 
treafures of love which filence and conftraint had fo 
long confined in our hearts, now no longer fear*d to un- 
fold themfclves in full liberty. 

' My lovely Famiy indulged me fuch confeOfions that I 
thought myfclf more than bicft ; and yet at the fame 
time I Teemed not fitisfied, fo eager I was to have tlicm 
repeated. I told her the rife of my paflion, its cfR:6ts, 
my timid and awful hopes ; the defign I had either to 
conceal them fo long as I liv'd, or to wait for feme for- 
tuitous circumdances which I could not forefee, and had 
fcarce the boldnefs to wi(h for. I feemed fatisfied with 
my tenderncfTes, even when awe confin'd it in the molt 
fccret reccfTes of my heart : I'o what a height of happi- 
nefs did I fee myfelf inflantly raifed, by Mifs Fanny af- 
furing me that I was dear to her \ by the liberty I was 
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allow'd of breathing my paflion, and the hopes I flatter'd 
myfelf with, of one day fatisfying it. My joy was 
not only above expreffion, but even the extent of my 
ideas. Fortune which had ib long perfecuted me ; 
heaven, which hitherto had treated me with rigour; 
love, friendfhip; in fhort, every thing feemed to unite to 
refcue me from a ftate of mifery, and raife me to a 
condition that kings might envy. Heaven ! would I 
frequently fay in tranfport, I did not befeech thee to in- 
dulge me fo much ; thou poureft out felicity with too 
liberal a hand ; leiTen thy beneficence ; my joys are fo 
great that they opprefs me. And the next moment 
changing my wifhes, I would befeech it, to increafe my 
&lidty, if 'twere poffible, and make it for ever thus ex- 
quifite. 

My charmer anfwered me with fuch an air of fatis- 
fadlion, as fhewM (he was pleas'd at What (he heard. She 
fpake but very little ; but I knew her fo well, that I was 
highly delighted that (he approved of my care(res. Tho* 
her glances were Ycry referv'd, they yet were pafiionate ; 
but every time (he £xM her eyes upon me, my heart was 
on fire, and I felt fome emotion I had not before been, 
ienfible to. She thank'd providence that I lov*d her as 
well as (he wi(h'd I (hould ; and a(rured me in the moft 
modeft manner, that in cafe I were really the man I en- 
deavoured to perfuade her I was, we then (hould be an 
inftance of a perfedt pa(rion ; and, as far as lay in her 
power, of eternal conilancy and fidelity. 

A WHILE after Mrs. Riding brought us joyful news. 
*Twill neither, faid (he at her coming in, be my lord's 
fault or mine, if you are not the happieft couple upon 
earth. You will be married before we leave Bayonne^ 
and my lord a(rur'd me, that it would be as fatisfadory 
to him as to either of you. She added, that he had 
waited upon the king to defire his confent to our mar- 
riage, aijd to do fomething for me. My lord him- 
felf came a quarter of an hour after, and difcover'd 
fo much joy and fatisfadlion in his countenance, that I 
did not doubt but his majedy had granted his requeft. 
rbe £r/i tedimoaks he now ^avc mt o^ \v\^ ^\\^tv&to^^ 
u his embracing and calling mc Vkvs ^t^x ^^xw\ ^Vvc». 
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taking his daughter and I by the hand, and carrying us 
to the king's apartment ; I now, fays he, prefent my 
two children to your majcfty. I can hardly fay which is 
dearell to mc ; and 'tis in onki- chat I may now be no long- 
er obligM to make any diftercncc between thtm, that I 
am refolved to unite them together fo clofc, that ihcy may 
henceforward be but one. Wc king told him, that he 
fymp^thizM with us in the joy we felt, and as an inllance 
of the eileem he had for mc, he .vould begin by knight- 
ing me, which he did immediately with the ufual cere- 
monies. Thib is the firll Hep, fays the Icing, as he was 
performing the ceremony ; you are but young, and there- 
fore I dcfire that the hopes of my railing you to greater ho- 
nours, may, for <6me time, excite you to atchicve fuch 
actions as may make you worthy of them ,• and I give 
you my royal word, that your fervices (hall be rewarded 
' fer beyond your expectations. My lord, fays his ma- 
jefty, has informed me that you intend to accompany him 
. to the Weft-Indies. Go, and be afTur'd that your king 
will remember you both. This prince had fomeihing 
fo mild and engaging in his air and behaviour, as is rarely 
met with in a Ibvcreign ; and my lord was receivM daily 
with the highcll tcftiinonies of his clleem and confidence. 
He was fo very impatient to fet out for America in order 
to ferve his majcfty, that he befought him ro give leave 
that we might be married in his prefence, in order that 
we might embark, before he left the city. The king 
granted his requeft, and appointed the next day for our 
marriage. ' Tho' 'twould have been impoflibic to have 
made very grand preparations for it in fo fhorta time, yet 
hismajeftyand my lord would have had itfolemniz'd in a 
fplendid manner, had not heaven frown'd upon us, and 
difappointed all our hopes; but now I was going to fee 
a new face of things and fate had not declared itfelf, 
with regard to me, 'till this inilant. 

The reader has found by the foregoing account of my 
life that it was not yet abfolutely unhappy. Fortune in- 
deed had perfecuted me aim oft from my birth, but then 
I had not been very much affedkcd by it, I K^dt^^'«vik.- 
mod mide ill fortune habitual to mt, 'uW \ \it^T\. \si\s? 
McqusLinted with my lord Axminfift^ >n\i^& ^QiiKi^^:K1 ^^' 
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allow'd of breathing my paflion, and the hopes I flatter'd 
myfelf with, of one day fatisfying it. My joy was 
not only above expreflion, but even the extent of my 
ideas. Fortune which had fo long perfecuted me; 
heaven, which hitherto had treated me with rigour; 
love, friendfliip; in fhort, every thing feemed to unite to 
refcue me from a ftate of mifery, and raifc me to a 
condition that kings might envy. Heaven ! would I 
frequently fay in tranfport, I did not befeech thee to in- 
dulge me fo much ; thou poureft out felicity with too 
liberal a hand ; leiTen thy beneficence ; my joys are fo 
great that they opprefs me. And the next moment 
changing my wifhes, I would befeech it, to increafe my 
&lidty, if *twere pofliblej and make it for ever thus ex- 
quifite. 

My charmer anfwered me with fuch an air of fatis- 
fadlion, as fhewM (he was pleas'd at what (he heard. She 
fpake but very little ; but I knew her fo well, that I was 
highly delighted that (he approved of my care(res. Tho* 
her glances were very referv'd, they yet were pafiionate ; 
but every time (he £xM her eyes upon me, my heart was 
on £re, and I felt fome emotion I had not before been, 
ienfible to. She thankM providence that I lov*d her as 
well as (he wi(h'd I (hould ; and a(rured me in the mod 
modeft manner, that in cafe I were really the man I en- 
deavoured to perfuade her I was, we then (hould be an 
inftance of a perfedt pa(rion ; and, as far as lay in her 
power, of eternal conftancy and fidelity. 

A WHILE after Mrs. Riding brought us joyful news. 
*Twill neither, faid (he at her coming in, be my lord's 
fault or mine, if you are not the happieft couple upon 
earth. You will be married before we leave Bayonne^ 
and my lord a(rurM me, that it would be as fatisfiadory 
to him as to either of you. She added, that he had 
waited upon the king to defire his confent to our mar- 
riage, aijd to do fomething for me. My lord him- 
ielf came a quarter of an hour after, and difcoverM 
fo much joy and fatisfadlion in his countenance, that I 
did not doubt but his majcdy had granted his requeft. 
7^he £r/i teHimoaics he now ^avc me o^ \v\^ ^\\^tv&ML^^ 
1^435 ^i5 e/nbracine and calling mc Vu& ^t^x ^QXL\^Vt». 
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taking his daughter and I by the hand, and carrying us 
to the king's apartment ; 1 now, fays he, prefcnt my 
two children to your majclly. I can hardly fay which is 
dearell to mc ; and 'tis in nidcr that I may now be no long- 
er obligM to make any diftercncc bccuccn thim, that I 
am refolved to unite them together fo clofc, that ihcy may 
henceforward be but one. J'he king told him, that he 
fymp^thizM with us in the joy we felt, and as an inllance 
of the eileem he had for mc, he .vould begin by knight- 
ing me, which he did immediately with the ufual cere- 
monies. Thib is the firll Hep, fays the king, as he was 
performing the ceremony ; you art but young, and there- 
fore I defire that the hopes of my raifmg you to greater ho- 
nours, may, for <bme time, excite you to atchicve fuch 
actions as may make you worthy of them ; and I give 
you my royal word, that your fcrvices (hall be rewardctl 
■ for beyond your expe6lations. My lord, fays his ma- 
jefty, has inform'd me that you intend to accompany him 
to the Wefl'lndUs. Go, and be afTur'd that your king 
will remember you both. 7'his prince had fomeihing 
fo mild and engaging in his air and behaviour, as is rarely 
met with in a Ibvereign ; and my lord was receiv'd daily 
with the highcrt tcftiinonies of his eileem and confidence. 
He was fo very impatient to fet out for America in order 
to ferve his majcfty, that he befought him ro give leave 
that we might be married in his prefence, in order that 
we might embark, before he left the city. The king 
granted his rcqueft, and appointed the next day for our 
marriage. 'Tho' 'twould have been impoflible to have 
made very grand preparations for it in fo fhorta time, yet 
hismajeftyand my lord would have had itfolemniz'd in a 
fplendid manner, had not heaven frown'd upon us, and 
difappointcd all our hopes; but now I was going to fee 
a new face of things and fate had not declared itfelf, 
with regard to me, 'till this inibnt. 

The reader has found by the foregoing account of my 
life that it was not yet abfolutely unhappy. Fortune in- 
deed had perfecuted me almofl from my birth, but then 
I had not been very much affedked by it, I K^dt^^«tv7i^.- 
mod miile 111 fortune habitual to mt, 'u\\ \ \it^T\. \si\s>^ 
McqusLiated with my lord Axminfitr^ >n\iq& ^CiiKi'^'^'KI ^' 
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frlendihip had made life very agreeaUe; batn 
for his daughter had done dill more, for it had m 
happy. My marriage with her the next morning wi 
to complete my wiSies. Thus I had ho room I 
plain of what was pad, as I found myfelf in fuch 
as gave me a juft reafon to be joyful. How dark 
futurity might be, it would have been unjuft in me 
pe£l it, fmce my happinefs was now going to be eft: 
on the mod folid foundation. In a word, I was (i 
with my condition ; my foul was at eafe, or at le 
fenfible to nothing but the mod delightful emotic 
Nevertheless, all thisedifice of happinefs ai 
quillity, was an illuiionof the fancy, which had rofc 
grees, and was now to vanifh away in an inilant. M 
was writ in the blacked page of the book of fate ; a 
followed by a multitude of dreadful fentences, w 
was to fubmit to, one after another. My good 
had endeavoured to get them repealed, but in vain i 
was able to do in eighteen years, was to fufpend the 
cution. O heaven ! who has given me fortitude to 1: 
under them, endue me now with ftrength fufiicien 
call them to my memory I 'Twas with the utmoft 
gles that I drove them from my imagination, v 
was writing the firfl part of my life ; but I find n 
rows return, and they now croud, as it were, umc 
pen, as the reader will find in the fequel. 
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I A M now entering upon the relation of my 

nuxnberlefs misfortunes ; a relation that will 

draw tears from my eyes, as well as thofe 

of my readers. This refledlion will admi- 

niHer fome confolation to me as I write, 

fince I (hall excite the pity of the tender-hearted, whom 

I (hall leave to judge of my diflrefs. But I muft intreat 

them not to judge (o much of my gtiei ixoiCL t^^ ^.^^ax« 

jmces of it, as from what they tYvtnddvt;^ \a:^^ V^ 
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iSiat is to fay, that in cafe they find I po^efs a greater 
outward refolution and drength of mind in my afflidion 
than they themfelyes could be capable of, I don't defire 
them to form an idea of me from thofe deceitful appear- 
ances. And indeed, the courage and unalterable con- 
ftancy I difcover'd throughout the whole feries of my 
misfortunes, gave occafion to my being called the philo- 
fopher. 'Twas fuppos'd, that my evennefs of temper, 
and the apparent ferenity of my mind, under the moft 
cruel reveries of fortune, mull be the efFedls of a more 
than ordinary virtue. Thefe were honour'd with the 
name of philofophy ; a pompous name, that has coll me 
dear i and certainly thofe who gave it me were unac- 
quainted with the receffes of my heart. It mull be con- 
fefs'd that I drew from philofophy all the fuccour it was 
capable of adminiftring ; it threw a light all over my un- 
dertakings, regulated my exterior behaviour, fupported 
my prudence, furnifhed me with confolation againlF dc- 
fpair ; but then, it cou'd never lefTen my inward anguiHu 
nor hinder me from proving, that a philofopher is al- 
ways a man internally. I will now difplay the unhappy 
feries of my adventures, whether tender or tragical : 
but all of them fo fad and affeding, that 1 am perliaaded 
they mu ft excite the compaflion of my readers. 

The king having confented to my marriage, and my 
lord difcovering as much eagernefs as I did to have it 
compleated, one would have thought that nothing could 
happen in four and twenty hours to traverib what was 
expedled with fo much pleafure. I fperit part of the 
afternoon in difcourfing with mifs Fanny, and the reft in 
rcfleding on theunexpeded good fortune which raifed me 
in an inftant to the higheft felicity. However, at the 
fame time that I thus gave myfelf up to the moft delight- 
ful reflexions, J yet kept fuch a guard upon my temper 
as fometimcs to intermix fome ferious thoughts with 
tlicm, to which a long habit of meditating had accuf- 
tomcd me. Now, faid I to myfelf, all my defires, and 
the feveral plans I had laid down, are finiftied. 

I WISHED that love might make me happy ; the in- 
ftant is now approaching in which I am to be fo, and 
my heart is fo agreeably fill'd, that 1 plainly perceive I 

had 
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had not propofed a &]fe happinefs to myfclf. But I had 
another objedl in view, and what was it ? To labour in- 
ceflantly to attain wifdom by fludy and reflexion : ] have 
not deviated from thofe paths on this occafion, i^nd am re- 
tdved never to do it. But now my condition will be changed , 
and therefore I mufl govern myfelf by other maxims. 
TW wifdom be always the fame, icyctafTumes a different 
flupein the various (lations of life. J have already had 
tn opportunity of making remarks fufHcient on that va- 
riety of conditions and duties, to form fuch a plan as 
nay fuit the (lation of life into which I am now going to 
cater. Let me endeavour to make love and wifdom go hand 
io hand, fo far as this is poifible ; and thereupon I afluall/ 
made, 1 don't fay a feries of occupations, for 1 could 
not fo far forefee what was to happen as to be certain 
that I (hould be at liberty to follow them ; but a fyllem of 
new principles, which I thought fuited in general to 
the flate into which I was then going to enter, and 
whereto I needed only apply asthediflcrcntcircumflances 
iriight require. I was in this ferious turn of thought, 
when word was brought that my lord defired earneflly to 
fpeak with mc. 

Twas y«/«« who brought me word of it, who ap- 
pearM with fuch an air of melancholy, as made me fup- 
pofc he brought me ill news. He did not wait for my 
enquiring his mefTage, but told me at once, that in 
cafe my marriage was not entirely broke oiF, it was 
at leafl fufj^ended 'till we (hould be got to Roan, at 
the requeft of Mr. Cleveland^ who had thrown hini- 
felf at the king's feet, in order to beg it might be de- 
ferred ; and humbly requeued it as the higheil favour 
that could be done him. This is all, fays James to me, 
I've heard, but my lord will acquaint you further. 
Hearing this, I went immediately to his lordfhip, who 
feemed vexed and in a mufing pollure. Your grand- 
father, fays he, as I came in, is a brute, and nothing 
but his advanced age, and the rt-fpedt I have for his 
majerty, could have kept njc from treating him as he de- 
ferves. At the fame time Ik- infuriu'd lat, that Mr. 
Clenteland had reproach'd him with ua ^ir of conrcmpt, 
.for pretending to give liis ilt\iigtnci ty inv in joiirri .ge. 

Vol, I. W sMl^lv^^^ 
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without acquainting him with it, and to carry me with 
him to Amtrica ; that he had told him in a very rude 
manner, that *cwouId be in vain for him to flatter himfelf 
ivith the hopes of doing it, ficce he hud obtained orders 
from his majefty to the contrary ; that he liimfelf was 
come to acquaint me with them in the king*s name, and 
to forbid him to think of marrying his daughter before 
}ie arrived at Rsan^ thro* which his majefty intended to 
pafs in his way to TUnders^ and whither we were ordrrfd 
to follow him. Exafperated, fays my lord, at his rude 
way of addrefling me, I could not forbear ihcwing fome • 
refentment upon that account, and gave him to under- 
fiand, that your marrying into my family was £ir from be- 
ing a difhonour. Upon this, he had the impudence to re- 
f roach me withmy wife^ unhappy adventure, with which 
unthinkingly acquainted his majefty, who, as I fuppofe, 
let him into that fecrct. ] muft confcfs to you, continued 
the vifcount, that had he not immediately left the roonii 
after having infulted me in this manner, nothin^n the 
world couM have checked the violence of fliy fiidden J 
rage. However, I went no farther, after his leaving Ine, '^ 
than barely to complain to the king of it, who ordered 
him to come and beg my pardon; which he did : Sue 
then he repeated the order he gave of fufpcilding your 
marriage, upon pretence that it might be done more con* 
▼eniently at Roan ; and that J ihouM afterwards meet 
with a fhip in Ha^redt Grace which wou'd Ctrry roe near- 
er to our colonies in America^ than that which is ready to 
fct fail from Bayonne, My lord Axminjitr wai afterwards 
fo ingenuous as to own, that he had made^i falfe ftep 
in propofing my marriage to the king without acquaint- 
ing Mr. CU've!andw4\\\i it firft ; and he afcribcd his oppo- 
Ation wholly to the anger with which he was enflam'd 
eo fee himfclf defpifcd ^ he affur'd me, with his ufual tender- 
^efs, that for my fake he would lay afide his refentments. 
jfele even advifed me to reconcile myfelf to my grandfather ' 
9)y my lubnriiflive behaviour, well knowing that his favour 
-*would be of the higheft advantage to me. 

UPON this advice I immediately waited upon him, 
^?^? *'^J.<'F"n-'inded me very fcvcrely for ufing him fo 
dilrcfp4:£ifully i and having fev\)efoi^ mtNi^^dutv and 
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afiedlion which I owed him as beine his grandfon, he af- 
terwards declared to me, with a (cverc tone of voice,, 
the authority which he, as my grand&ther, had over 
both my perfon and condudl. 1 did not ofitr to argue 
with him in the leall, but only took notice of the honour 
and advantage which woQ*d accrue to me by marrying in* 
to my lord Axminfttr^^ £imily. We were very amicable 
*tili our departure ; nor did he once give me the Icaft 
hint of the cruel defign he was then meditating. 

As I had no reafon to fufpcfi any thing of that na- 
ture, I confol'd myfclf at my Fann^\ feet, for the delay 
which prevented my enjoying the utmoA of my wifhes. 
My lord himfclfwas fo far from fufpc^ing Mr. C/rv/- 
Umih deiign, that he made no fcruple of being reconciPdr 
and treating him as a friend. We left Bayonne^ and ar- 
riv*d at Rmm^ a moment after the king^ who received 
the greateft honours in that city, and had a noble palace 
appointed for him to lodge in. My lord took up his 
quarters again at the fame inn with us, which was a very 
jjreat mortification to Mr. Cleveland^ who fuppofed I 
^pottld devote myfelf to him, and had even provided me 
IP apartment in the king*s palace. A report being imme- 
diately fpread of our return with that prince, we were 
vifited by my lord Omerfin and other friends, who thought 
they fliould pleafe me in congratulating me upon my be- 
ing dill fo much in Mrs. Lallinn favour. My lord Omerfin 
was very urgent with me to vifit that lady immediately ^ 
bat how did I furprize him, when I acquainted him witb 
the engagements that were between mifs Fann^ and my- 
iisif, and the ho[)es I had of marrying her very quickly f 
There was no room to think that Mrs. /»«///», who un- 
doubtedly had heard of my amour, would have ftill loved 
me, had they left her at liberty to rcflc£l that my ingrati- 
tude to her made me unworthy of it ; but her ill fate and 
mine made her lillen too heedlefsly to the deftrudive ad- 
vice which was her ruin, and had like to have proved 
mine. 

Mr. Ckvtlani% real deiign in getting the king to put 
off our marriage, was purely that he might have an oppor- 
tunity of breaking itofi^ entirely % not but th^t he look'd 
tpon my lord Jxminfiir^^ daug)iter at a v^i^ ^d^i^x^^^"^ 
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match for me, and confequently it muft footh his ambi- 
tion ; but he loved me fo tenderly that he could not bear 
the thoughts of my going into America, He confidcr'd 
me as the only furviving perfon of his family ; and he was 
of fo advanced an age, that he cou*d not hope to live *cill 
I returned from that part of the world. He was abfo- 
Jutely determined to get me into the houfhold, in order 
that I might be always near him ; but he never com* 
municated his defign to me 'till the day after our arrival 
at Roan, I fpoke in fuch terms as plainly (hewM I had 
the dcepeft fenfe of his affedtion, but afterwards ex- 
prefs'd with fo much warmth my engagements with my 
lord and mifs Fanny, as plainly (hewed I (hould never 
give my confent to be difengaged from them. He was 
informed a little after of the paifion Mrs. Lallin had for 
me, which was enough to make him attempt a new 
artifice, that fucceeded but too well. He got himfelf in- 
troduced to her, and faying he was my grandfather, he 
thanked her for bellowing her affedlion on me. She did not 
difguife her thoughts at this overture,' and even exprefs'd 
fome uneafinefs to think I fhould (light her. Upon hear- 
ing which, my grandfather offered toufehis endeavours 
to make me confider her charms in a due light, and the 
value of her affe£lion . He gave her to underftand, that 
provided (he would but lend him a little afiifiance, he 
had thought of a fcheme which would infallibly difen- 
gage me from her rival ; for (he before had heard that 
there was fuch a one, and that this was the caufe of my 
coldnefs to her. He wrought fo far on her mind, that 
after having perfuaded her that her reputation wou'd not 
fuflfer by it, and that he would let no one but the king of 
England into the fecret, that he engaged her to feign I 
had promisM her marriage, and befeech the king to em- 
ploy his authority in order to force me to complete it. 
No one was let into the plot but my lord Omerfon and a 
few Engltjh gentlemen, who willingly join*d in it, as well 
from the remembrance of the many obligations they 
owed her, as that they were overjoyed to fee her fovour 
onr nation fo much. Mr. Cleveland was likewife fo 
canning as to get me to write my name upon a piece of 

paper 
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paper that very day, upon fome triRing pretence which 
1 was not aware of, over which he drew a promife in due 
form ; and this being done, he put the authentic inftru- 
ment into Mrs. LaUitt's hands. 

In the mean time, I was urgent with my lord Axmrn- 
fiir to have our marriage concluded ; but he juAly an- 
fwerM, that as the king had forbid it, he did not dare to 
proce^ fo far without fH-fl obuining his leave. This in- 
deed was properly my bufmefs, and therefore I u-aited 
upon his roajefty, who the moment he faw me guefb*d 
what I was come about, and without making the leaft 
objedlion, told me that he gave me his con fen t, provided 
my Xoidi'Axminfter and Mr. C/n//J^«^ approved it. I 
was afraid that the latter wouM not ; which his mnjcAy 
perceiving, told me he would fend for him imnwdiatcly, 
m order to know his refolution on that head. Mr. 
C/M/r/^uu/ appeared, and was fo far from refufmg his con- 
fent, that he congratulated me on the lovelinefs of Mifs 
jFtfwry^s perfon, at the fame time calling her my bride. 
Hearing this, I left the apartments in an extafy of joy, 
and went and acquainted the vifcount^s family with tlie 
occafion of it. Some time after, an order was brought 
me to return to the palace. At my coming in, his ma- 
jelly, who now wore a different afpcft, held a paper in 
his hand. He bid me advance forward, and (hewing me 
my name written at the bottom of it, he asked me, with 
an air of feverity, whether 'twas my hand. It was im- 
poffible for me not to know it ; upon which J anfwer'd, 
that it really was, but that I could not comprehend how 
It came into his majefly's hands. I fuppofc, fays the 
king, that it furprizcs you ; however, your owning it is 
fomething. He afterwards asked mc fevcral qucflions 
concerning my intimacy with Mrs. Lallin^ and the rea- 
fons which had induced me to abandon her, after having 
promifed her marriage in fo folemn a manner. I cou'd 
not anfwer clearly to thefe queAions, which were fo 
dark with regard to me ; and my furprize refemblcd un- 
doubtedly the confufion of a guilty perfcn. The kinz 
was highly offended at my iilence, which he confider'd 
as obftmacy ; upon which he fpoke in the mod harih 
lermaj and ordered nvc^to be arreiled in his own palace. 

Mr, 
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he heard of the afiair between Mrs. Lattin and me. Be 
aiTurM, fays he, that whatever may be the refult of it, 
ic is a blot that will for ever exclude you from the hopes 
of marrying mifs Fatimf \ and this reafon continued Mr. 
Cletnlandj with a kind of indifiercnce, is one of the 
ftrongeft which prompted me to tell you, that you ought 
for your own fake to embrace the happy opportunity 
which Mrs. Lallin is fo good as to indulge to you. 

This malicious refledlion made the deepeft impreffion 
upon me, for I found it but too well grounded, when be- 
ginning to confider the unhappy accident which had be- 
hillen me, as the ruin of my love, I was immediately 
Uruck with the deepeft fenfations of grief. My cruel 
grandfather was overjoy'd to fee his tendemefs and aficc- 
tion produce fo ftrange an ef&d ; he had then brought 
me to that frame of mind he deiir*d ; that is to fay, made 
me almofl dead to the hopes of ever enjoying my dear 
Fanny, and the confidence I had in my lord Axmtnfitii 
friendfhip. This he perceivM, and thereupon was fo 
barbarous as to leave me immediately, on purpofe to give 
the poifon time to operate, and fpread with all its viru- 
lence. I conjur'd him at his leaving me, not to forget ac- 
quainting my lord Axminfier with my confinement, which 
he promifed to do, but then the manner he did it in prov*d 
fatal to me, and was the moll dangerous of all his artifices. 

I CONTINUED alone opprelb'd with inexpreffible grief, 
and figur'd to myfelf the great afloniftimcnt my lord and 
mifs Fanr^ would be in, when they were told the falfe 
reafons of his majefly's difpleafure, and of my confine- 
ment. I mull naturally expedl they would both hate 
and defpife me. What a difadvantageous idea muft they 
form to themfelves with regard to my chara^cr \ I had 
been fo happy as to perfuade them of my innocence in 
BayonK€y but this lalt accident revived the former, and 
they would now believe me capable, not only of im- 
pofing upon them, but of heightening my knavery with 
perjury and hypocrify : I was therefore upon the point 
of lofing what I valued moil dear, his lordfhip's eileem 
and mils Fanny z love. I loil them by a horrid piece of 
jbeachery, which at the fame time deilroy'd my reputa- 
tfon^ and^ to add to my unhappinefs^ I was not allowed 
^ to 
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o defend and dear myfelf ; and indeed, my enemies em- 
doy*d all thoie moments I fpcnt in tears in endeavouring 
p ruin me. Mr. Cltvtland waited upon my lord Axmin- 
Idt the inilant after he left me» but did not inform him 
if my misfortune, he knowing it before, when finding 
hat he could fcarce prevail with himfelf to think me 
;ailty, he employed every argument to deftroy thoIc 
^nd inclinations, which dill pleaded in my favour. He 
Nretended that *twas with grief he told his lordlhip, he 
vas but too firmly perfuadcd I was guilty of the odious 
;heat that was laid to my Charge. He confefs'd to his * 
i>rd(hip, that Ik; thought himfelf obliged to make fonr; 
uecufes to him on that head, and that this was the on« 
y motive of his waiting upon him. He fecmed aflonilh''.! 
30 think that a man of my years, and with fo fair an 
Mtfide of honour and integrity, could be capable of r.d- 
iog fo vile a part. I could never have belicv'd ii^ favi 
be, in opening the inflrument which he had got out of 
Jie king's hands, were it not fign'd by himfelf Here 
CIS ; and indeed he has not aiTurance enough to deny his 
iwn hand-writing. A circumllance which comforts nii: 
% that he feems willing to comply with his mnjdly's 
lommands, who is determined to force him to perfonu 
Jie concrad. 

Mv lord was a man of fenfe and experience, who had 
TproachM me a hundred times for my credulity, and had 
fvcn leflcn'd it, by Ilrongly inculcating to me the depra- 
nvf of mankind, and the fufpicion which a prudent 
nan who lives in the world ought to guard himfelf with. 
However, he was impos'd upon by my enemies and his 
t)wn : The accufation appear'd to him fo well grounded, 
chat he even did not fo much as defire to fee me, in order 
to enquire into it. He knew that Mrs. Lallin had com- 
plaiu'd to the king, and had left the contrail in his hands ; 
Le faw it in Mr. ChvchincTs poflcflion, and he knew my 
hand, which alone was more than enough to perfuade 
him fully of my guilt. He now confidered nie only iis 
an ungrateful and perlidious wretch, and thought that the 
bell way of revenging himfelf would be to abandon me 
entirely, and to enjoin his daughter to forget me fojL 
ever. As the fole motive of his Hay 2lX Roan\;^^\^«^ 

Vol. I. O 
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dcr to fee her married to me, he refolved to leave it the 
moment he heard a vefTel-was ready. For that porpofe 
he fent immediately to Ha-vre de Grace ^ and a (hip hap- 
pening to lie there, which was to fail in five or fix Dayi 
for Martinicoy he refolved to go on board her. He took 
but a s^ry ihort leave, and was invefted with the title of 
governor-general of the EngUJh colonies in America^ and 
having received the laft orders from his majefty, he fct 
Jail with his daughter and Mrs. Riding. His retinue con- 
filled only of his fcrvantf, and five or fix Englijh gcnd^ 
men, who had left their native country, and followed 
his fortune. 

Whilst my ill ftar was thus preparing the moft tor- 
menting fubjefts of anxiety, Mr. Cleveland changed his 
behaviour to me, and the place of my confinement; the 
coRilancy with which he faw I lov'd my Fanny making 
him apprehcnfive that I Ihould endeavour to elope, and 
afterwards find out expedients to clear myfelf to Of 
Iv^rd Axminfter ; he had therefore thought proper to * 
move mc to a ftronger place, not only to prevent my 
c reaping, but even to keep me in the dark, as to mf 
lord's and his daughter's departure. He had in all pro- 
bability taken this refolution in concert with Mrs. Lallin^ 
Ijnce her houfe was made my prifon. He eafily prevailM 
with the king to leave me entirely to his difpofal. A 
wcaknefs which cleaved to his majefly fo long as he liv'd 
was, to let himfelf be almofl entirely governed by thofc 
who had once gained an afcendant over him. I yw 
therefore carried that evening to Mrs. LallitCs houfe, and 
confined a clofe prifoner, and I was convey 'd with fo 
n^uch privacy, that 'twas impoffible for me to know 
V* here I was. There I met with handfome, and even 
fplcndid treatment ; but no Perfon was admitted to me 
lor fomc days, except Mr. Cleveland, who us'd to come 
iiiiu i'pcnd part of the afternoons with me. I conjured 
him over and over to tell me what this unaccountable pro- 
cedure would end in, or at lead, to let me know how 
matters ilood with my lord Axminjier 2Xidi mifs Fannf. To 
the iiril qucilion he anfwcr'd, that they only obey'd the 
kinj;'s orders, and he had not yet been able to know di- 
redly what the king intended to do in the a&ir. That 

with 



Mr. Cleveland^ 147 

mnA regard to my lord and his daughter he a/Tared nie» 
M he had done the firft day of my confinement, tliat I 
cauld not jufUy flatter myCclf any longer with the hopes 
oT becoming his fon-in-law. However, notwithllanding 
tbe inexpreiiible uneafmefs which the continual repeti- 
tion of this anfwer gave me, I yet had fome little hopes 
l^ft. I was fenfible of his lordfhip's goodncfs, and relied 
Birongly on his daughter's tenderncfs. 'I'hcrc was no 
room to fuppofe that I fhould be iniprifoncd for lilc ; and 
I only wifh'd for a moment's Liberty, in order to go i;ni 
Undeceive tbofe twoperlbns for whom I had the higJ.cit 
value. J flattcr'd myfelf with the hopes that my inno- 
cence would triumph over all Mrs. La/Hu's arts ; lur 
bitherto I had fufpeAed her only ; and was fo/ar from 
liarbouring the Icail fufpicion with regard to Mr. C/t-rt,- 
iimd, and being moreover perfuaded that he Jiad the 
ijkighelt value for me, I imr.gin'd he was very near as 
■anuch troubled at my confinement as I was myfolf. 

But now the millakc I was under was going to clear 
up. Mr. Cie^'eland came and told me the day my lord 
Axminfier was to leave France : A fatal day I whciicc I 
ought to date the beginning of my deplorable adven- 
tures. I was revolving the moil gloomy thoughts in my 
mind, when Mr. Cle^veland came with fuch an air of 
fktisiaAion, as made me flatter myfelf that he brought 
good news. You fhall, fays he, enjoy your Liberty 
whenever you think proper j his majtlly coiifcnts to it, 
becaufe he now hopes that, as my lord ^/vW^Ar and his 
daughter are gone ^ox America, you'll no long^-r I'ciuple 
to marry Mrs. Lullin, lie was going to embrace nic as 
Ufual, but did not perceive that this dreadful relation de- 
prived me of all my faculties, and that I was hardly able 
to fupport m)rclf. Alas I lays I, in a quite dilllMcnt 
tone, let me alone ; don't you perceive that youVc cru- 
elly kill'd me, and th.it i can fcarce breathe I and indeed 
1 turn'd "fo p:ile, tlinc he thought I was going to faint 
away ; However, 1 refused the aflillance he otrlr'd mc, 
and cry'd, as I inifli*d him from me, let mc alone ; I 
hate every thing that would keep me from dying. Jf 
my lord and Fantiy are gone, I've then quite loll their 
cftcem and afFcdion, two bleffings I cannot poffibly ouit- 
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live ; upon which I fat down, and would neither look 
upon, nor hear him fpeak. 

His tender nefs for me, which was beyond all expref- 
(io;i, was truly alarmM when he found me obflinately fi- 
lent, and in fuch a pofture as made him doubt whether my 
life were not in danger. He callM the fervants immedi- 
ately to my affiftance, when Mrs. Laliln came runniog 
in before any of them appear'd. If all my fecultiw 
were before fufpended, I recovered them the inflant I 
faw her, when 1 broke into the moll injurious reproaches, 
and caird her by all the odious names i could think of. 
She had a real afiediion for me, and I am obliged to 
own, that tho* (he had been fo weak as to fecond Mr. 
CL^velatid's defign, (he neverthelefs was generous and 
cijuitable. She was fo ftrongly affcded with my rc- 
proaches^ that burflin^ into a flood of tears, ihe tum*d 
about to my grandfather, and exdaimM bitterly at the 
icandalous affair he had engaged her in. Her complaints 
and the cxcufes fhe made me, let me into the whole ar- 
liiice; and 'twas here that being then more certain than 
ever of my ruin, of my being 6etray*d and defpisMby 
my lord A.-tminJiery and abandoned by my dear Faun^^ 
that I fainted away at Mrs. LallitPs feet. 

This fliock'd her fo much, that after having ufed 
all her endeavours to revive me, fhe defirM Mr. C/kv- 
la?7i{ to leave her houfe, and never to fet his foot in it 
any more. He thought himfelf obliged to fubmit for a 
moment, and accordingly went away, and left me alone 
with her : But now the tears which ftrcam'd from her 
eyes, and her tender excufes, perfuaded me that (he rc- 
penicJ of what fhe had done. Alas ( faid I, I forgive 
ycu, and I fee but too plainly that you were feducM to 
be fnllrumental to my ruin ; but if you have really 
done this, there is yet a way left for you to make W 
forget the injury I have received at your hands, which 
is, to procure me the liberty of leaving this city. I am 
now in your houfe, as I may eafily judge by the Y^oids 
youjufl now fpoke to Mr. Cleveland: Open the door to 
V?e, and then, fo far from confidering you as rov en?- ' 
b/, I ihall think I owe my life to your goodnefs. She 
^''\ht n«icura]Iy fuppofe t\\ail \\\^t4 xo b^ telew'd» only 
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:tbat I might be tt liberty to follow my lord Jxminftrr 
<ftnd his daughter. Bat as my flieht interfcrM fo much 
with the paflion ihe had for me, ine anfwer'd with down- 
caft ty^%t that (he expedled I fhould have made a quite 
different return for the great regret fhe had fhewn for 
giving me fo much uneannefs ; that indeed ihe had been 
made to a6l a part quite oppofue to her charaAer and 
inclination in being drawn into the cruel plot whicli 
had occafioned my confinement % however, that ilic 
Could not repent ihe had torn me from a rival who 
had never lov*d me fo tenderly as herfelf; that as 
neither her perfon nor her fortune were coniempcible, 
Ihe offerM me both of them, and was perfuaded, ili.ic 
when once I (hould be acquainted with the inward ic- 
oeflei of her heart, I ihould not repent of my con- 
qiieft over it. She heightened thcfe words with a thou- 
.nnd tender glances, and with all that a modell woman 
can employ to move the brcail of the man Hie Iove:>. 
My temper was fuch, that this ingenuous freedom whs 
Aiore capable of making an impreiUon on my heart than 
all the arts of cunning and deceit. I told her this with - 
out the lead difguife ; afTur'd her, that I would again 
cfieem her, and that were I free, I Ihould very probi- 
\Ay have been fenfible to emotions of a more tender na- 
ture. But> faid I, I idolize this rival you would fup- 
plant : I had the happinefs of being dear to her, and *cis 
ypo have torn me from her heart ; nothing (hall prevent 
my flying after her, to juftify myfelf to the dear crea< 
tore and die at her feet. If you, (aid I again, are ten- 
der and generous, indulge me that liberty ; this is the 
only tellimony I defire of your affedlion, or that I can 
be ienfible of. After reflecting a moment on this pro- 

Sofal, I cannot, fays (he, let you go away in th*? con 
ition you are now in ; you are in want of evtiiy tiling', 
and 1 love you too well to fee you fct out with out thoie 
things which will be neceflary for your voya(>,e. Cjive 
.me leave, fays fhe, now to make you an offer : Let nic 
'go along with you ; Pli fell my eibte, and thence raiiA 
a fum that will make you happy, in what pare focvcr 
pf the world you may happen to be cad. Struck with 
.fo extraordinary a propofal, I difcover'd the utmoll ado- 
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nifhmcnt at it : Alas ! fays I, what hopes wouM yoo 
thence feed yourfelf with ? Do you, Madam, confidcr 
that 'twill be impoffible for me ever to be your's, and 
that you'd certainly undertake the voyage to no pur- 
pofe ? She protefted that fhe only defir'd to go along widi 
Die: However, don't think, fays (he, but that I have 
feme reafons to make you this odd offer. There are 
two very flrong ones, abftradled from the love I have 
for you ; one is, the lofs of my reputation, which it 
will be impoifible for me ever to recover, except I mar- 
ry you ; for not with (landing the folemn promifes which 
Mr. Cleveland made me, the whole city is inform'd of 
the ileps I have taken (by his perfuafion) to break off' 
your marriage with my lord Jxmiitfter'z daughter ; and 
*tis known that you are .now adually confined in my 
houfe, tho' I took the utmoft care to prevent it. I am 
now become the jefl of all companies ; but this I look'd 
upon as a trifle fo long as I had hopes of being your's ; 
marriage would have wip'd off the (lain ; but if you ab- 
iolutely refufe to confent to it, it will- be impoffible fbi 
me to live any longer in this city, where I am certainly 
difhonour'd to all intents and purpofes. Another rea- 
fon, fays fhe, which is equally flrong, is, my brothfcr^ 
continual threats ; he is highly exafperated againft ine, 
ever fince he fufpeded I betrayed him, and would hv9t 
quite difpatch'd me, had he not thought the wound h^ 
gave me before his fetting out mortal : He has heard of 
my recovery, and the clofe correfpondence I have fince 
carried on with his enemies. I receive letters every jtoft 
from him, full of the mofl cutting reproaches, and the 
moft dreadful oaths, by which he protefts he'll one day or 
other kill me with his own hand. I know his temper, and 
that he is capable of perpetrating fo cruel an adion ; and 
3 don*t doubt but he'll be doubly enrag'd when he hears 
of this lall adventure : I am therefore, fays fhe, equally 
cblig'd, for the fake of my honour, and the fafe^y of 
my own life, to leave Roan. With whom then can I 
fly with greater pleafurethan with you ? In cafe my ten- 
dernefs and afTiduity fhould be able to gain me your 
heart, 'twill be happy for me that I folio w'd you, and 
fou will then grant me wh?Lt you refufe me here. On 
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rtic other fide, if you ftill continue con Hani to my K rt? 
Axminjler'% daughter, let fne go with you to licr ; IM 

r'ove your innocence to that happy woman, and then 
hope the fervice I fhall have done you will cngnijc hc-r 
father to protedl me. After faying this, (lie dciirM mc 
to give her my opinion of the matter. 

'Tis certain, that how extravagant focvcr this fro- 
pofal fccm'd at firft, it now appearM in a quite difilrti.t 
light : My own iniercll fcenrd to require 1 ihculd coii- 
fent to it ; for (he had reafon to obfervc that I was i:n- 
provided with every thing : Mr. Ck^cland v::i% the only 
perfon from whom I could cxpcdl the fcvcral things r.f- 
ceflary for this voyage, and 'tis plain I could not hope 
for any afli (lance from him on this occafion. liowcvci , 
the view of furnifhing myfelf with ncccllarics, was r.o: 
barely fufficient to prompt me to accept of Mrs. L/i.V.//s 
offer ; for I forcfaw that the advantage I might reap, wiiii 
regard to her clearing me to my lord and Jiiifb Fumrv, would 
not perhaps balance the ill cffc6i her prefence migiit occafi- 
on, as it would make them think fhe had folIowM me pure 
ly out of love. J made thisobjediiontoher, buiflicaniw.r- 
ed it only by her tears, and by reprefcnting to mt* liiai 1<» 
weak a reafon ihould not make me refufe to indulge lier 
a favour which would at once fecure both her happi- 
nefs and hier life. I granted her rcquelK and heaven ir, 
witnefs that I was not prompted to confent to it from 
any other motives than thofe of humanity and tendcr- 
iiefs, which melted mc at the fight of her misfortunes, 
and made me wifli I could afilft all the unfortunate. 

The only thing now to be done was, to raife a fum 
of money, and to keep our departure a fecret. Mrs. 
Lal/ift told me, that in a city like Roati fhe could, in an 
hour's time, turn all her cftate into ready money. And in • 
deed, Ihe went out that moment, and got bills to ilic 
value of a hundred thoufand crowns. Slie did not \vron[;; 
any perfon by this, fincc flic made over to them lands ol 
a much greater value. She fpent the rell of the day in 
privately getting a coach for us, in order to go to tlit 
port, where wc ilatter'd ourfelvcs we fliould find a vcITcl 
jull ready to fet fail. She entruHcd no one with this ie- 
crctbut a man and maid-fer\'ant of Ker^s > wvd \n^ "^^^, 
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pofed to fet out the next night. Mr. Cleveland came 
and vifited me that day, tho' Mrs. LaUim had defir'd 
never to fee him more : He was farprizM to fee me more 
chearful than ufual ; and as he had left me a few hours 
before alone with Mrs. LalHn^ he imputed this alteration 
to the converfation I had had with her ; when imagin- 
ing that fhe poflibly. had made fome conqaeft over my 
heart, it pleasM him fo mach, that he promisM to pro* 
cure me my liberty the next morning. Before he left 
me, I artfolly enquired of him the courfe my lord Ax- 
minfter had taken, and where the king had ordered 
him to make the firft attempt. He told me» that his 
lordlhip was gone diredlly for Mart'mic9^ he not meeting 
with a veflel that conid carry him to any place nearer 
our colonies ; from thence he was to go to Jamaica^ 
or New-England^ as opportunity might offer, for his mak- 
ing for either of thofe places with eafe and expedition. 

Night being come, and Mrs. Lalhn being equally 
free with myfelf, we left the houfe, bringing away fe- 
veral trunks, and our two fervants, and went on foot to 
the city gate, where the coach was waiting for us. Wc 
arrived happily at the port by four in the morning : 1 
immediately enquired for a Veffel that was ready to iail 
for the American illands, and was told, that the laJd which 
was to make the voyage that ytzr had fet (ail fbme days 
before, which was that my lord Axmnfier was gone 
aboard of. We confider*d whether wc fhonid go to 
jRochely when fome EngUJh people, who happened to be 
in the port, advised us, as the iafefl and moft expeditious 
way, to go for England^ and told us we ihould not fail 
meeting with a veiTcl for our purpofe, fhips being conti- 
nually going out of the names for thofe parts. Mrs. 
LaBn was afraid left her brother fhould difcover her, and 
I too had my own apprehenfions. However, as we 
had the greateft danger to fear from frame ^ we embarked 
©n board the firft Ihip that failed for England^ where we 
arrived in lefs than eight and forty hours ; and, by the 
mofl happy turn of fortune, as we thought, met, ju(]t 
as we were going to land, with a man of war that was 
then fetting fail for Jamaica^ and accordingly wc went 
«n ho^ix^ without going alhore. The captain was mi^K- 
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tily pleasM to take us in, as we appeared to be perfoni 
of feme diftindlion. In four days we loft fight of Eih 
rofe, 

I MUST confefsy that in the xnidft of my anxiety, 
r \was yet a great pleafure to me to think that I was daily 
coming nearer to my dear mifs Fanny^ and did not for 
fome time reflect that both my lord and his amiable 
daughter were exafperated againft me to fuch a degree 
that they had left Europi without taking the lead no- 
. tice of me. So far from confidering this circumftance, 
I fancied that we (hould be equally delighted to fee each 
other, and that the pleafure of finding me follow them 
to jfmirica, would rellore me to their love and efteem. I 
mention this fhort-liv'd joy, and which too was purely 
ideal, becaufe *tis the lafl I ever tafted that was uncm- 
bitter*d with forrow ; for now my misfortunes were be* 
gun, and if heaven was to change them, 'twas only to 
make them ftill more grievous : If it had yet any pleafure 
in ftore for me, it was to be tum*d to forrow ; and from 
an odd turn of hte, fo unaccountable a felicity awaited 
xne as was deftin*d to plunge me into the deepeft diilreiles ; 
a felicity that could not be extreme without being accom- 
panied with infupportable torments. 

Thb firft days on board a ihip are fpent in getting ac- 
quaintance. I became very intimate with the captain, 
whoie name was Mr. Jolm Wills, who appeared to be a 
man of great honour and generofity, two drcumftances 
ivhich above all others were moft capable of making mo 
efteem him. I ftudied him before I admitted him to an 
intimate familiarity^ and was perfnaded, after I had fbl- 
lowM all the nuxims that prudence fuggdkd on this occa- 
sion, that I might chufe him for my friend. I never 
could be brought to believe, even after he had adled a 
moft vile part, that I was miflaken in my judgment, and 
that he was naturally a villain. When I firft became ac- 
quainted with him he was an upright and iincereman, and 
this I am flill perfuaded of; but into what iniquity will 
not our paiTions lead us when we abandon ourfelves blind- 
ly to their condudt ! He betrayM me, he expob'd mc to 
inexpreflible misfortunes, and yet I have fuch an af- 
ccndant over my refentments, that I forgive him. He 
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abus'd my confidence, to ruin the moft amiable man 1 1 
living; a man who was my deareft friend. I have left 
heaven to revenge the injury that was done me, but can- 
not forbear wifhing to fee its vengeance break forth. 

We had foon contrafted fo ftrifl an intimacy, that all 
the time I did not employ in reading or converfing with 
Mrs. Lallifiy I fpent with him. He reyeal'd to me the 
mod hidden receffes of his heart: All his af&irs, not 
excepting thofe of his family concerns, his pleafurcs and 
his pains, were lodg*d in my bofom, as in the fandluary 
of friendfhip. I did not at firft open myfelf to him 
with fo little refcrve, not having forgot my lord Axminfltr\ 
precepts, nor the things I had lately experienc'd. How- 
ever, finding him to be of a ferious and folid turn of 
mind, I did not fcruple, after we had been on board a 
few weeks, to inform him who I was, and to let him into 
part of my ftory. He received the fecrets I cntniftcd 
him with as I had done his, that is, in feeming flrongly 
afiedled with what I told him, and in repeating his afTor- 
ance of loving me as long as he liv*d. Hitherto T had 
let him into thofe particulars of my life in which I my- 
felf only was concerned, but had not once opened my lip 
either about my lord Axminfier or Mrs. Lallin^ well 
knowing that a man of honour is to tiake a wide difier- 
cnce between his own fecrets and thofe of his friends. 
But as it was impoffible bat my father muft fometimes 
be mentioned in converfation, he was fo fer finom appear- 
ing a zealous ftickler for the ProteSior^ that he,on the con- 
trary feemed to deplore, with all good EngUJhmen^ the 
miferiesof our unhappy country; I. was pleafed to find 
in him thefe fentiments ; and after a greater familiarity 
had confirm'd me in the good opinion I had entertained 
of him, I imagined it might be^polfiblc for me to win 
him over to kingC^^r/?/s intereil, and confequently thofe 
of my lord Axminfier ; and my firft overtures prov'd fo 
fucccfsful, that I did not doubt but I had made an entire 
conqueft. I told him the fecret of my lord's voyage, 
upon his giving me his word and oath that he would ne- 
ver reveal it, and he engaged to get into his lordfhip's 
acquaintance as foon as he fliould meet with an opportn- 
oit/: His perfon, his fliip, in fhort, every thing he 
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kad in the world fhould be at my lord's ftrvice, and he 

even wiih'd he could go and take him in at MartiniLOi 

mnd faid he would have done it, had he not been afraid 

'^twould prejudice the king's afFairs, which he now began 

'to coniider as his own. fiut having no pretence to go fo 

.-far out of his courfc, he reiblved, in concert with mc» 

•that in cafe the vifcount did not go immediately for Ja- 

maica^ we then would fit out a vefTcl from that iflaml 

under a ftiew of trade, which fhould take his Icrthhip in, 

^nd bring him to us. I again repent, thr.t captain Jnils 

was finccrc in his rcfolutions, and therefore tho' the con- 

fidence I plac'd in him prov'd unlucky, it ye: was neither 

light or imprudent. 

All this time Mrs. Lallhi feemed very cafy, and mv 
cfteem for her was very much increafed, from the t:r.\; 
of our becoming aflbciates in diflrefs. I admired her 
wit, her complacency and politenefs ; and notwithlland- 
ing fhe lov*d me as dearly as ever, flie now thought th-? 
vtmoftfhe cou*d hope for from me was my fricndftiip and 
pcfpeft. I had fo often afTur'd her, that I fhou u for Cr':r 
love my lord AiCfinvJierh daughter, that fhe feemed to 
Jiave refign'd all her prctenfions to me, and difcovei\i her 
-pafflon no t>therwife, than by her continual aiTiduity and 
'^cofhplaifance ; in a word, fte obfcrv'd the promife fhe 
■ihad made me at Roan to a tittle. Sihe had appeared lovely 
' in the eyes of captain Wills ; and indeed, fhe was too 
'faeaatifbl for a mariner. Perhaps he thought fo at firll ; 
■foDP he. had hitherto bchav'd in the mofl refpcAful manner, 
and we united our endeavours to teach Mrs. Lallin Englijh^ 
which ihc would abfolutely want in Jofnalca. But now 
liis- familiarity growing infenfibly into paffion, his beha- 
viour, with regard to *^er, wasfo chang'd, that fhe one day 
■was forced to compla..i to me about it. I had now fo high 
■a value for Mrs. Lallift that I wou'd have run all hazards to 
fecure her from an infult, and therefore mentioned the af- 
fair very ferioufly to capt. Wills, who did not fecm to take 
umbrage at what I faid, bnt turned certain, not altogether 
•decent cxprcfGons he made ufe of into raillery ; and afllir- 
'ing me that he had the highcft efleem for her, he behnv'd 
for fome days with greater refcrve. Elowever, at the fame 
time that he ftcnf d to a£l more cautioufly with re^atd to her ^ 
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lie grew more cool to me. Mrs. Lal/ix told me one 
day, with tears in her eyes, that captain Wills had bedi 
very inqaifitive, with regard to the mi€t intimacy he ob' 
ferved to be between us ; and that fhe having told him I 
was her nephew, as had been agreed upon between as 
at our going on aboard, he (hook his head^ and told her 
that he knew a great many relations, who, in reality^ 
were as little fo as Mrs. La/Hn and I ; and that in a^e 
ihe were my aunt in that fenfe, he hoped fhe wou'd at 
leafi be fo good as to become his couiin. He has, fays 
ihe, fince repeated his infolence, and gave me to un- 
derfland that every woman who ventures herfelf on board 
a ihip, ought to indulge fome favours to the captain. 

I cou*o not comprehend how it was pomble for a 
man who appeared fo generous and polite, to forget him- 
felf fo hi, and therefore hinted it to him a fecond time< 
He had fcarce patience to hear me out, but blundy 
told me, that I had for fome time given myfelf fuch ain 
as though I were mailer of the fhip, but that I fhouM do 
well to remember that he was mine. My matter I fays I 
to him, no, captain Pf^Us, you are my friend ; yoa aie 
a man of honour, whom I fincerely love and refped ; 
but then I muft defire you to confider, that- yoa have no 
authority over either my aunt or me. I had no fooner 
fpoke thefe words, but he left me, without once opening 
his lips. As for myfelf, I behaved towards him as be- - 
fore ; but it was eafy to be perceivM by his follennefs 
and continual mufing, that he was meditating upon feme- 
thing very particular. 

We had now been about fix weeks at fssL, and fo fir 
from meeting with tempeftuous weather, we had been 
becalm'd for near a fortnight, which had retarded oor 
courfe very much. Onei'^morning we 'fpy'd a fail, crofs« 
ing juft by us, within cannot fhot. She bore Engli/h co- 
lours, and our captain feeing her veer'd the fails, in or- 
der to go on board her. Coming up with her that In- 
ilant, he orderM the long-boat to be put out ; upon 
which I offer'd to wait on him, but he refiis'd. I ima- 
gined that he only wanted to enquire hOw things flood 

thofe feas, and whither the other captain was bound. 

^fd Aot Aay above a c^uarter of an hour on boards 
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Ifilxen I faw him return with fome perfons from the other 
lhip» and thefe I fuppos*d to be fome of his countrymen, 
whom he was bringing on board his own veilel by way 
tX compliment. They got into the ihip, and the firil 
thing captain Wills did, was to uke me by the collar, 
i^nd cry that he arrefted me in the protedbr^s name, and 
that of the parliament. Immediately he gave orders for 
my being bound, at which I was fo furprizM that 1 could 
npt fpeak a fingle word. And this being done, I was 
that mftaot put into the longboat, and carried on board 
tbe other (hip. This was done fo fudddenly, that 1 had 
ftarce time to fee Mrs. LalUn^ who held out her hands 
to me, and broke into the moft lamentable cries at the 
fi^ht, and at the (ame time to think of what would be- 
come of her. 

. I WAS immediately put down into the hold, where I 
WIS left bound. I continued alone *till the two fliips had 
wrigh*d anchor. 'Twas manifeft that captain Wills was 
a yiTlain, who had delivered me up as an enemy to the 
protedor ; and that his love for Mrs. Lallin had prompt- 
ed him to this vile adion. The 6rft emotions of my 
compaffion arofe for that unhappy lady. How unhappy 
faid I, mufl (he be, to fee herfelf under the abfolute 
comniand of a wretch who has perpejtrated fo black an 
ai£Uon ! I invoked heaven, which alone was able to pro- 
tect her. I had not voluntarily contributed to her mif- 
fortunes ; but then I was forced to confefs that I was 
the firft caufe of them. She wou'd have lived peace- 
ably in Roan^ had ihe never known me ; or at lea&, (he 
' wou*d not have exposed herfelf to dangers upon the 
fea, which probably were now impending. My obli- 
gations to her gave me as much uneafmefs as cou'd 
have arofe from remorfe, had I really been the cau(e of 
her ruin. 

But now what muft Ij whofe thoughts were thus 
employed in bewailing the ill fate of others, think of 
myfelf ? I was betray'd by a perfidious wretch ; into 
whofe hands had he delivered me ? My chains pbinly 
ihew*d I was look'd upon as a traitor ; and I had reafon 
to believe that I was to be carried to England, I fuppos*d 
that the (hip I was on board of wa^boMiA&x^JcL^^^'^'^^xs.^ 
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-and that the perfidious Wills had given the captain fixk 
inftru6tions as would complete my ruin. I ezpeM 1 
death, and what was much more grievous, that I flxxU ' 
never be able to recover my lord Axminjlerh eftecm, and I 
my ever dear mifs Fannfs love, before that fatal day hap* { 
pen'd. They'll never, faid I, hear of this fad cata-l 
llrophe, and in cafe they do, they won't pity me. Howl 
can I flatter myfelf fo fer as to think they'll ever be 1 
inform'd of my innocence ! How cruel foever thefc re- 
fledlions might be, they yet were infinitely lefs grievoui 
than thofe which arofe a moment after in my mind. I 
confider'd, that Wills's treachery would not extend bardy 
to me ; and that a villain being always completely fo, 
he would certainly involve my lord Axminfter in my 
ruin. This thought rufh'd in fo fuddenly upon my 
mind, and in fo dreadful a fhape, that it caufed a kind 
of filence in my foul, afnd damp'd all my faculties. I 
was £x*d in fuch deep aftonifhment, that I was altoge- 
ther immoveable. O abominable crime ! O deep affli&i- 
on ! cried I ; IVe betray'd my dear patron, my father, 
my benefaftor ; I've betray'd my adorable Fanny^ Mrs. 
Riding ; the only perfons upon earth I ought to love 
and refpedl. My indifcreet conduct will coft them their 
lives. Alas ! 'tis I only who now deferve death 5 if it 
be not to atone for my guilt, at leaft let me die to remove 
my fname and infamy from my own eyes. I continued 
above a quarter of an hour in this dreadful anxiety, and 
even hated myfelf. I wifhed to be in London ^ and that 
the executioner was putting an end to all my misfortunes. 
Nor indeed was it poflible for any man's fate to be more 
wretched than mine : I was expos'd a third time to be 
accufed of perfidy, a thing my very nature abhorr'd. My 
falfe or involuntary crimes^roduced the fameeffedl as tho' 
they were real ones, and had been perpetrated defigncd- 
Jy. The mod invetrate enemy the vilcount and his daugh- 
ter had in the world cou'd not have ruined them more ef- 
fcdlually than I had done. And yet what in the world 
cou'd be more dear and valuable to me than thofe two ami- 
able perfons ? For whom cou'd I with fo much plcafure 
have laid down my life as for them ? The one had ufed me 

with 



Mr, Cleveland. 159 

^th the tendernefs of a &ther, and the other was the 
Ipl of my heart. Alas ! there once was a time when I 
ji^a allowed to think I was dear to them. 
: I KNOW not whither thofe dreadful reflcdlions wou'd 
Ikve carried me, had not the captain vifitcd me about 
Bi hour after they had weighed anchor, and the fliip 
Pnis fteering her courfe. At his coming down, he told 
"jc he had been very impatient to hear from my own 
louthy whether thofe things which captain Wills ac- 
'fed me of were true or not. Don't be dejefted, fays he, 
u*ve fellen into better hands than you imagine ; but 
I defire you to be fincere in what I wou*d know 
cm you. A requeft made with fo much warmth, put 
leinto a frcih dilemma. I was afraid he would be 
Dgry in cafe I did not inform him of every particular 
jSrhich the treacherous captain Wills might have let him 
mto; and I 'was flill more perplexed, left in my en- 
wivours to gratify him I fhould difcover fcveral circum- 
Auces with regard to my lord Axmiujler and myfclf, 
which Wills might poflibly not have told him. I ob- 
served indeed in his countenance, and the tone of his 
Toice, fomething vaftly engaging, which feem'd to 
fpeak him a man of honour ; but how could I hence- 
forwards rely on outfide and flicw, after having been 
fo vilely betray'd by captain Wills f I reflefted on thofe 
circumiUnces almoll at one and the fame time, when I 
refolved to be fmcerc even in the mod minute circum- 
ftances which related to myfclf, and not once to men- 
tion my lord Axminfier or his dcfigns, unlefs the queQi- 
ons he ask'd me might force mc to it. I begun by 
telling him plainly, that I was Oli*ver^s fon, but an 
unhappy one, whom my father had refus'd to own, 
and even abandoned before my birth. I fct his cruelty 
in the ilrongell light, to juftify an averfion which was as 
natural in me as tendernefs h in other fons. I related 
my mother's misfortunes to him, and her melancholy 
end ; and as my heart had not been able to recover from 
the grief with which it was feizcd a moment before, 
the remembrance of my dear mother melted me fo much 
that I burft into tears. I interrupted my relation to 

wipe 
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wipe them away» and afterwards raifing my eyes to tKe 
captain, I was furpriz'd to perceive that he himfelf cry*d 
as he look'd at me. I afcribed his tears to his compaf- 
fion. May heaven, Tays I, reward that generous pity 
which makes you take To great a ihare in my pains ( I 
was going to refume my Hory ; flop, amiable young 
man, fays he, with a voice interrupted with fighs, flop. 
Let me firfl take ofF thofe manacles which fuit ill with 
your hands ; Tm heartily forry you have worn them fo 
long. Saying this, he himfelf, took them off, and take- 
ing me by the hand, he led me into his own cabbin, when 
he (hut the door, and fet me down by him. 

He appeared abfent in thought, and fix*d his eyes 
iiedfafUy upon me for fome moments. His iighs plain- 
ly revealM his inward anxiety. Acquaint me, ikys he, 
more fully with your flory, and by what caprice of for* 
tune the firft flages of your life happened to bear fo great 
a refemblance to thofe of mine. You are Oliver's fon, 
you fay, but what was the name of your mother, who 
fuffer'd fo much from your father's cruelty and injuftice? 
I anfwered that her name was Cleveland, Alas ! fays 
he, I never heard of it. You won't wonder at it when 
J inform you in what manner I was brought up. But 
furely you cannot but have heard of MoUy Bridge and 
\i€t unhappy fon. My aftonifhment, and the anfwer I 
made, gave him inmiediately to underlland that I was 
informed both of his name and misfortunes. Molly Bri^e^ 
fays I, that lived in Rumney Marjh^ and was brought up 
by Mrs. Riding ; you fee him before you, fays he, em- 
bracing me tenderly, I am he. I took him in my 
arms, dear captain Bridge, faid J, how good is heaven 
to me, in making me find a friend in the very man to 
whom I was deliver'd as an enemy I How are the black 
defigns of that villain Wills now fruftrated ! But I mull 
beg you to inform me how isitpofTiblefor you to be alive, 
fince Mrs. Riding believed you dead, and fo often told 
me your fad flory ? He promis'd to inform me how hea- 
ven had wrought a miracle in his favour ; but rejoice at 
it, fays he, only as I am this day fo happy as to be of 
iirvkc to ;oii, for life h uov^ ^o ^x<;xx ^ W\dtu to 



M". Clbvblakd. i6i 

It I cannot look upon my being prefcrvM as a 
efs. 

then pref&M me to acquiint him with the prelent 
my a&irs, and the reafon why captain If'iJls had 
into his hands, in order to be carried to England. 
liverM up to Oliver, I related in few words my 
timacy with my lord Axminfttr^ and the motives 
liad engaged me to follow him to America, I 
n that the nobleman abovemention*d had orders 
le king to engage the colonies, if po^le, to re- 
their allegiance ; that as I was a true royaliil, I 
leavour*d to gain over captain tf^Us to that party, 
d met with niccefs ; but that his violent tSe£)dr 
ft lady who was under my protedion, had drawa 
ne his utmoft hatred, and prompted him to 
ry. I afterwards let him into Mn. LaUuft cha* 
and the numberlefs obligations I ow*d her, which 
1 him with fuch an averfion for captain WiUs^ that 
lediately told me he was vtry forry his (hip was 
a condition to attack a man of war. This 
tion gave me the utmoft pain, for my only aim 
ng him this circumflance, was in order to engage 
refcue Mrs. Laliin, 1 even was again urgei^ 
im to attempt fomethin^ for ber fake ; but t^ 
that he had no cannon on boEnl, tho' his veifll 
:en^ for a thirty gun ihip, and had but fev^ 
-ms, all 1 BouM then do was to bewail the fate 
: unfortunate woman, and pray to heaven for her 
ince. Providence was fo good as to indulge in 
neafure my Kquell. The bad condition of my 
^s ihip made me ftill nnore curious to know hie 
ires, and whither he was bound ; which he related 
ws : 

<kL L not repeat the particulars of my /irll misfoiv 
and thofe of my mother, fince Mrs. Ridi^ has 
'd you of them > but fhall date my relation from 
vifit I made our father, or rather tyrant. I was 
as to perfuade myfelf, notwithllanding what Mrs. 
inculcated to the contrary, that it was impofl!- 
a parent ta fupprefs all the tender ilbnfatiotA ^C 
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aature. I thought he could not be juftly accufe 

mother's unfortunate death ; and fuppofing he 1: 

any (hare in it, I did not think this cou'd difp^ 

fufiiciently from paying him the duties which as 

owed him ; nor hinder me from expecting to be 

by him with a paternal indulgence. I even e 

that the refolution I had taken of vifiting him 

ly, before I toldpublickly how nearly I was re) 

£im, wou'd prejudice him in tay favour. U] 

fuppofition^ I waited on him ; and pretending th 

2 fecrfit to communicate, I was immediately inti 

He was alone, and I was going to throw myfel 

feet,, when my eagemefs to do it made him fan( 

had a defign upon his life ; upon which he call\ 

guards and commanded them to feize me. h 

them.fearch me in his prefence, to fee whethei 

any arms about me ;. a ceremony I had fubmitte 

fore I was admitted into his apartment. Finding 

fafe, he ordered the guards to withdraw ; and 

np to him a fecond time, in order to throw myfe 

feet, when I told him with a modefl: affurance, 

lives wJiich had prompted me to addrefs bin 

Sooner had I mentioned my mother's name, but 

ly perceiv'd by his countenance that it gave hi 

uneafinefs. He threw his eyes round to fee if 

had heard me ; when coming up to me, and ta! 

By the arm. Wretch I fays he, thou deferveft d 

prefuming to adi fo villainous a part. As 

young I forgive thee, but will know who has 

thee; In the mean time, beware how thoa l 

any pecfoa of the affront thou hafl put upon me, 

wiiheft not to die in the midft of torments. I 

his guards a. fecond time, and commanded a 

them to carry me to the flrongell prifon in the 

trembled when I left the apartments, for his e 

the tone of his voice terrified me no lefs i 

threats. 

Ai' my firft coming into Jail, I was left in o 
common rooms of it ; but fca^e had I been 
hour,^ when a frefh order came for my being co 
on^ o£ iu darjkeft dungeons^ where I was 1( 
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boars without feeing one human creature. The little 

fiiftenance that was allowed me was let down by a rope, 

through a hole in the ceiling. I expe£lcd death ever/ 

■loment, tho* I was confcious of my innocence, and had 

certainly nothing to reproach myfelf with. Brute crea- 

lares, faid I to myfelf, in the bittemefs of my foul ; fa-^ 

Tflge bealte are tender to their young, and I am fen to a 

Sian who condemns me cruelly to die, bccaufe I dare 

prefume to call him father ! I recolledled Mrs. Riding^s 

pdvice, and reproachM myfelf for being fo prefumptu- 

bufly filly as to negledk it. I invoked my mothcr^s 

Mioft to my ailiftance, and with tears begg*d her to par* 

3on me for not taking warning by her untimely end. In 

Une, after having fpent a week in this mifcrable place, £ 

"WES taken out of it, and carried into a large room^ 

where two perfons, who appeared to be men of diftinc- 

.liOjA, were waiting for me. They enquired very art- 

* Mly where I had been brought up, and the perfons who 

had taken care of my education. I had too great a foul 

. to be'tray Mrs. Riding, They judg'd by my obftinate 

fiknce, and my refolution when they threatened me, that , 

'twould be but loft labour to urge me farther. I fup- 

-pofe they had orders only to frighten me. One of 

them told me, that I ihould immediately be fet at liberty,. 

and that the protestor was fo gracious as to give me 

my life ; but that in cafe I prefumM to repeat the infult 

en his highnefs, I might cxpedl the moft dreadful punifli' 

,Bient that could poffibly be inflidled ; but they neither 

told me my crime, nor the outrage I had committed in 

mnrd to the lord protestor. 

.■ /But now I was taken out of prifon : The liberty 
with which I had been flattered was, my being carried 
immediately on board a fhip which was going to fail 
forthwith for iVfo;//, where a colony was then raifing. I was 
indeed neither manacled nor fettered, but then 1 was put 
among a company of miferable wretches, the greateft 
part whereof had been condemned for different crimes 
to the fame punifhment with myfelf. I was now obliged 
to change my drefs, and put on one fuitable to my pre- 
fent condition. Words can never exprefs how greatly I 
was dej(»6led, I was wholly unacquainted with xny fate, 

P 2 \ 



I beard the companions of my ill fortune fpeak of Nrvk 
as a fmall ifland that was barren and uninhabited, where 
we were to be ufedas flaves, and to plough the ground. 
So mean an employment made me wiih for death, as the 
fule remedy for all my evils. I fpent day after day 
in fighing in fome corner of the ihip ; and I feldom 
JQin'd in converfation with thofe fellows, tho* it was im- 
pof&ble for me to avoid their company. 

I CANNOT fay whether *twas in a ratural way, or 
by the miraculous aMance of heaven, that I fuddeoly 
perceived a glimpfe of hopes in the midd of my dtftrefs. 
What I am now going to relate is fo furprizing, that you*U 
liardly believe me on my bare word : Nothiug but your 
jneeting my ihip in this vail ocean, and the telHnony of 
the failors, wik be able to remove your incredulity at 
£rfl ; afterwards, in cafe you continue a confiderable time 
with me, and we are fo happy as to find out what I have 
heen three months in fearch of, the fight of the wonden 
you will thea fee, will fully juflify me in every parti- 
cular. 

In the mean time I grew fo melancholy, that it woald 
liave been impoflible for me to live had it continued. One 
dey as I was alone^ and eafing my forrows by fhedding 
tears> an old woman I had hitherto taking no notice of, 
came up to me in a very civil manner. She was not 
dieft after the EngUJh fafhion, and tho* fhe fpoke our 
language with propriety, one could neverthelefs perceive 
that fhe was a foreigner. There was fomething amiable 
in her bsxy, tho' time had made deep furrows in it f and 
her eyes difcover'd fome remains of that fprightly iat 
which feems to be of the fame fubftance with the foul, 
01 at leafl of that which comes nearefl to it. I was fa 
fliuck with her, that tho' fhe was in a mean drefs, I 
rofe up, out of civility, when fhe fpoke to me. She then 
ask'd me why I cry'd ; when I anfwer'd in the mofl 
moving manner, that I was an unfortunate young man, 
the fport of fortune,, and the refufe of nature ; and that 
the' I were to fhed never fo many tears, my misfor- 
lanes would require more. I have obferved you, (ays 
Br» for fome days with the utmofl attention, and was 
^■nzed to. fee yoa fo greatly dejeAed» The company^ 

and 
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mkT the drefs you are in Teem very unfaitable to you : 
Reveal your woes to me, and I pofliUy may be of fervke 
to you, in cafe I am not miftaken in the opinion I have 
of you. Alas ! {3Ly$ I, my misfortunes are not of fach 
a nature as to force a blufii from me : Wou*d to heaven 
they did not give me fo much anxiety ! But the barba- 
rous wretches who fentenced me to banifhment, threaten 
to kill me in cafe I dare reveal their injuftice. Thus 
am 1 obliged to fuffer evils undeferved, and be even 
denied the confolation of bewailing them. What you 
BOW tell me, fays the old woman, only heightens my 
coriofity : If you were not born, as one would imagine 
you were not by your outward appearance, to this mi- 
Ibrable condition, and have not committed any adlion 
lor which yon juilly deferve to be fentenced to it, I 
look upon yott to be worthy of the utmoft compaflion. 
These words footh^d my forrows fo agreeably, that 
I lefdved to fupprefs thofe fears which prompted me to 
conceal my fad (lory, and accordingly 1 related to this 
charitable comforter my feveral misfortunes, and even 
ckofe of my mother. SHe difcoveFd the Itrongeil emo- 
tions of pity and aftonifhment as (he liften'd, and when- 
I had done, only exhorted me to arm my breaft with 
courage and refolution, and that I might depend upon 
receiving unexpected relief from her. She then left me 
•wkhout faying more. I was very curious to know wha 
file was ; and enquiring, all I could learn was, that (he 
was a foreigner, who had agreed with the captain of the 
flup to carry her to the ifland of St. Helena, where the 
veuel was to touch. I difcours'd with her the next and 
the following days, and (he came regularly to the place 
where I tts*d to (land. Her converfation was always pru- 
defit and modeft, and Ac made me often repeat my (lory, 
and took a pleafure in hearing the moll minute particulars 
of it. The circumftance (he lillened to with the grcateft 
pleafure was, my long retirement in Rumney-Marjh. She 
ask^d me whether I could again like to lead a folitary 
life, and whether the commerce I had (ince carried on 
with mankind had not depraved my mind. Sometimes 
ihe would change the difcourfe to the moft fublime fub- 
je£U 2 and whether it were that (he was de(irous to exa- 
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and that the perfidious Wills had given the captain fuch 
inftrudlions as would complete my ruin. I expeded 
death, and what was much more grievous, that I fhould 
never be able to recover my lord AxminJIer's efleem, and 
my ever dear mifs Fantiy*s love, before that fatal day hap- 
pened. They'll never^ faid I, hear of this fad cata- 
flrophe, and in cafe they do, they won't pity me. How 
can I flatter my felffo far as to think they'll ever be 
inform'd of my innocence f How cruel foever thefe re- 
iledions might be, they yet were infinitely lefs grievous 
than thofe which arofe a moment after in my mind. I 
confider'd, that PFills's treachery would not extend barely 
to me J and that a villain being always completely fo, 
he would certainly involve my lord Axmttifier in my 
ruin. This thought nrflfd in fo fuddenly upon my 
mind, and in fo dreadful a fhape, that it caufed a kind 
of filence in my foul, rfhd dainp'd all my faculties. I 
was fix'd in fuch- deep aftohiftinient, that Iwas altoge- 
ther immoveable. O abominable crime ! O deep aiflidi- 
on 1 cried I; I've betray^ my degr patron, my father, 
my benefaftor ; I've betrayM " my adorable Tanny^ Mrs. 
Riding ; the only perfons upon earth I ought to love 
and refped. My indifcrcet conduct will coft them their 
lives. Alas ! 'tis I only who now deferve death 5 if it 
be not to atone for my guilt, at leaft let me die to remove 
my fhame and infamy from my own eyes. I continued 
above a quarter of an hour in this dreadful anxiety, and 
even hated myfelf. I wifhed to be in London ^ and that 
the executioner was putting an end to all my misfortunes. 
Nor indeed was it poffible for any man's fate to be more 
wretched than mine : I was expos'd a third time to be 
accufed of perfidy, a thing my very nature abhorr'd. My 
falfe or involuntary crimes j)roduced the fameeffeft as tho' 
they were real ones, and had been perpetrated defigned- 
]y. The moft invetrate enemy the vilcount and his daugh- 
ter had in the world cou'd not have ruined them more ef- 
fcdually than I had done. And yet what in the world 
cou'd be more dear and valuable to me than thofe two ami- 
able perfons ? For whom cou'd I with fo much pleafure 
have laid down my life as for them ? The one had ufed me 

with 
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WJth the tendernefs of a father, and the other was the 
idol of my heart. Alas ! there once was a time when I 
iTftfl allowed to think I was dear to them. 

I KNOW not whither thofe dreadful refledlions wou'd 
bnre carried me, had not the captain vifited me about 
en hour after they had weighed anchor, and the Ihip 
was fleering her courfe. At his coming down, he told 
sne he had been very impatient to hear from my own 
mouth, whether thofe things which captain PFM ac- 
ta(ed me of were true or not. Don't be dejedlcd, fays he, 

iouVe fallen into better hands than you imagine ; but 
ere I defire you to be fmcere in what I wou'd know 
ftom you. A requeft made with fo much warmth, put 
sne into a frefh dilemma. I was afraid he would be 
Ungry in cafe I did not inform him of every particular 
which the treacherous captain Wilis might have let him 
into; and I* was ftill more perplexed, left in my en- 
deavours to gratify him I fhould difcover feveral circum- 
fiances with regard to my lord Axminfier and myfclf, 
which Wills might poflibly not have told him. I ob- 
fcrved indeed in his countenance, and the tone of his 
▼oice, fomething vaftly engaging, which feem'd to 
fpeak him a man of honour ; but how could I hence- 
forwards rely on outfide and fliew, after having been 
fo vilely betray'd by captain Wills f I reflected on thofe 
circumftances almoft at one and the fame time, when I 
refolved to be fincere even in the moft minute circum- 
fiances which related to myfelf, and not once to men- 
tion my lord Axminfier or his defigns, unlefs the quefti- 
ons he ask'd me might force me to it. I begun by 
telling him plainly, that I was Oliver^s fon, but an 
unhappy one, whom my father had refus'd to own, 
and even abandoned before my birth. I fet his cruelty 
in the ftrongell light, to juftify an averfion which was as 
natural in me as tendernefs is in other fons. I related 
my mother's misfortunes to him, and her melancholy 
end ; and as my heart had not been able to recover from 
the grief with which it was feized a moment before, 
the remembrance of my dear mother melted me fo much 
that I barft into tears. I interrupted my relation to 

wi^ 
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and that the perfidious Wilis had given the captain fuch 
in(lru6tions as would complete my ruin. I expeded 
death, and what was much more grievous, that I fhould 
never be able to recover my lord Axminfier's efleem, and 
my ever dear mifs Fatmy*s love, before that fatal day hap- 
pen'd. They'll never, faid I, hear of this fad cata- 
flrophe, and in cafe they do, they won't pity me. How 
can I flatter my felffo far as to. think they'll ever be 
inform'd of my innocencie ! How cruel foever thefe re- 
iledions might be, they yet were infinitely lefs grievous 
than thofe which arofe a moment after in my mind. I 
confider'd, that Willsh treachery would not extend barely 
to me ; and that a villain being always completely fo, 
he would certainly involve my lord Axmiftfter in my 
ruin. This thought fuflt'd in fo fuddenly upon my 
mind, and in fo dreadful a fhape, that it caufed a kind 
of filence in my fdu], rfhd daifrp'd all my faculties. I 
was fix'd in fuch- deep aftoriiftinient, that I was altoge- 
ther immoveable. O abominable cringe ! O deep aifliSi- 
on I cried I; I've betray -d my dear patron, my father, 
my benefactor ; I've betrayM'my adorable Tanrr^, Mrs. 
Riding ; the only perfons upon earth I ought to love 
and refped. My indifcreet conduct will coft them their 
lives. Alas ! 'tis I only who now deferve death ; if it 
be not to atone for my guilt, at leaft let me die to remove 
my Ihame and infamy from my own eyes. I continued 
above a quarter of an hour in this dreadful anxiety, and 
even hated myfelf. I wifhed to be in London^ and that 
the executioner was putting an end to all my misfortunes. 
Nor indeed was it poffible for any man's fate to be more 
wretched than mine : I was expos'd a third time to be 
accufed of perfidy, a thing my very nature abhor r'd. My 
falfe or involuntary crimes j>roduced the fameefFedl as tho* 
they were real ones, and had been perpetrated defigned- 
\y. The moft invetrate enemy the vilcount and his daugh- 
ter had in the world cou'd not have ruined them more ef- 
fedually than I had done. And yet what in the world 
cou'd be more dear and valuable to me than thofe two ami- 
able perfons ? For whom cou'd I with fo much pleafure 
have laid down nay life as for them ? The one had ufed me 

with 
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With the tendernefs of a father, and the other was the 

idol of my heart. Alas ! there once was a time when I 

was allowed to think I was dear to them. 

I KNOW not whither thofe dreadful refledlions wou'd 
have carried me, had not the captain vifitcd mc about 
an hour after they had weighed anchor, and the fliip 
was fleering her courfe. At his coming down, he told 
me he had been very impatient to hear from my own 
mouth, whether thofe things which captain Wills ac- 
cufed me of were true or not. Don't be dejedlcd, fays he, 
youVe fallen into better hands than you imagine i but 
here I defire you to be fincere in what I wou'd know 
from you. A requeft made with fo much warmth, put 

■ me into a frefh dilemma. I was afraid he would be 
angry in cafe 1 did not inform him of every particular 
which the treacherous captain Wills might have let him 
into; and I* was ftill more perplexed, left in my en- 
deavours to gratify him I fhould difcover feveral circum- 
ftances with regard to my lord Axminfter and myfclf, 
which Wills might poflibly not have told him. I ob- 
ferved indeed in his countenance, and the tone of his 
voice, fomething vaftly engaging, which feem*d to 
fpcak him a man of honour j but how could I hence- 
forwards rely on outfide and fliew, after having been 
fo vilely betray'd by captain Wills f I reflected on thofe 
circumilances almoll at one and the fame time, when I 
refolved to be fincere even in the mod minute circum- 
ftances which related to myfclf, and not once to men- 
tion my lord Axminfier or his defigns, unlefs the que(li- 
ons he ask'd me might force mc to it. I begun by 
telling him plainly, that I was Oliver^s fon, but an 
unhappy one, whom my father had refus'd to own, 
and even abandoned before my birth. I fet his cruelty 
in the ilrongell light, to juftify an averfion which was as 
natural in me as tendernefs is in other fons. I related 
my mother's misfortunes to him, and her melancholy 
end i and as my heart had not been able to recover from 
the grief with which it was feized a moment before, 
the remembrance of my dear mother melted me fo much 
that I barft into tears. I interrupted my relation to 
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wipe them away» and afterwards raliing my eyes to the 
captain, I was furpriz'd to perceive that he himfelf cry'd 
as he looked at me. I afcribed his tears to his compaf- 
iion. May heaven, fays I, reward that generous pity 
which makes you take fo great a ihare in my pains ! I 
was going to refume my llory ; flop, amiable young 
man, fays he, with a voice interrupted with iighs, ftop. 
Let me firil take off thofe manacles which fuit il] with 
your hands ; I'm heartily forry you have worn them fo 
long. Saying this, he himfelf, took them ofF, and take- 
ing me by the hand, he led me into his own cabbin, when 
he (hut the door, and fet me down by him. 

He appeared abfent in thought, and fix'd his eyes 
fledfaftly upon me for fome moments. His iighs plain- 
ly reveard his inward anxiety. Acquaint me, fays he, 
more fully with your ftory, and by what caprice of for- 
tune the firil flages of your life happened to bear fo great 
a refemblance to thofe of mine. You are Oliver* s fon, 
you fay, but what was the name of your mother, who 
fuffer'd fo much from your father's cruelty and injuftice f 
I anfwered that her name was Cleveland, Alas ! fays 
he, I never heard of it. You won't wonder at it when 
I inform you in what manner I was brought up. But 
furely you cannot bt^ have heard of Molly Bridge and 
h€r unhappy fon. My aflonifhment, and the anfwer I 
made, gave him inmiediately to underfland that I was 
informed both of his name and misfortunes. Molfy Bridget 
fays I, that lived in KumntyMarJhy and was brought up 
by Mrs. Riding ; you fee jiim before you, fays he, cm- 
bracing me tenderly, I am he. I took him in my 
arms, dear captain Bridge^ faid I, how good is heaven 
to me, in making me find a friend in the very man to 
whom I was deliver'd as an enemy ! How are the black 
defigns of that villain Wills now fruftrated ! But I mull 
beg you to inform me how isitpoiTibiefor you to be alive, 
fince Mrs. Ridiftg believ'd you dead, and fo often told 
me your fad dory ? He promised to inform roe how hea- 
ven had wrought a miracle in his favour ; but rejoice at 
it, fays he, only as I am this day fo happy as to be of 
Jkrvke to you, for life is now fo great a burden to 

me, 
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•fcarce walk three abreaft. Yoa fccm furpriz'd, fayt 
; Mrs. Eliot to me, but have patience^ and you'll be fatis- 
•■^'d prefendy. At laft, the way we walk'd growing 
t*wider by degrees, we fdon came to the mouth, which 
brought us upon the main land : The profpedl I then faw 
^ fifuck me at once with admiration, when Mrs. Eiiot car- 
ried me to an eminence, iirom whence I might take a 
- more extenfive view of it. *Twas a plain about £ve or 
> fix leagues long, and about four leagues broad. It Teem- 
ed to be furrounded with rocks like that we had gone 
through, and they were vaflly craggy and ileep, buc 
not very high. The profpeft was thus bounded on all 
■ ^es, but then no fpot in the world could be more beau- 
tiful. The whole country look'd like an inchanted gar- 
• dtn, for the embelli(hment of which both art and nature 
Ijccm'd to have united their endeavours. There one be- 
l^ield vifto's of trees which extended out of fight, fmall 
f woods, a beautiful mixture of meadows, and cultivated 
lands, houfes on each fide, with exadl fymmetry, which 
feemed built equally for conveniency and the delight of 
the eye. In the midft of the plain was a vafl edifice, 
which indeed was not magnificent, but then 'twas a 
great ornament to the landskip, it appearing to be built 
14 the center of the reft of the houfes, and confequently 
was equidiftant from them. The fun, which now begun 
to dinufe its rays, gave fo fmiling an air to every part 
of this rural fcene, that I fancied myfelf convey 'd into 
another world, and could not enough fatisfy my eye. You 
fee, fays Mrs. Eliot, our habitation and your own, and 
this is the happy fpot heaven has indulged you for your 
rcfidencc. I now, fays fhe, again fetting forward, will 
inform you with whom you are going to live, and what 
kind of happinefs you are to exped in this place. 

You muft undoubtedly have heard of the famous fiege 
oi Rochelle^ and the dreadful calamities the citizens fuffer- 
cd. Moft of the perfons you will fee here were once in- 
habitants of it. You know that a zeal for religion 
prompted us to take up arms. The feverity of the court, 
cardinal Richlieu's treachery, the vvoV^iUoti o^ ^ ^^^^t -^xv 
vilegea and rights which had been ^\2JCNX.t^ nja \sii "^^ 
mou/akmn promifca, our mifcrica «Ltid ^^Kt^YiSRw^'^ ^ 
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our tyrants, which increasM daily, had brought as to the 
brink of defpair. We refolv'd to exert ourfelves to the 
utmofl for the fake of our reh'gion and liberties ; but our 
defence and endeavours were more juft than fuccefsful, 
and ended w?th the entire lofs of all the advantages, 
for the prefervation whereof we had taken up arms. 
After having ftood out a long fiege, which will be for 
ever memorable, becaufe of the terrible circumftances 
with which it was attended, famine forced us to yield. 
Our conquerors triumph'd with fo much barbarity over 
us, that we couM not bear the pride with which they 
infulted our miferies ; upon which, about fourfcore of the 
moil rich and diflinguifh'd citizens met together ; we 
then held a council about our misfortunes, and concluding 
that it would be impoifible for us to be more wretched, 
we determined to abandon our unhappy country, and to 
feek out feme place where we might at leaft be allow'd 
tp live, and ferve God in our own way. We firft thought 
of retiring into England^ for moft of us had fome ac- 
quaintance there, not to mention that fevcral of us could 
fpeak Englijhy the Rocheilers obliging moft of their chil- 
dren to learn it for the convenience of trafficjc. . Imme- 
diately we pack'd up our moft valuable thinap, and hav-». 
ing agreed upon a place in London^ where i^ ftiould all 
meet, we divided ourfelves into feveral little companies 
in order to leave France, as opportunity might ofer. 
Heaven was fo propitious to our defigns, that we all met 
in London in lefs than fix weeks after. Immediately the 
principal perfons among us prefented a petition to the 
king, by which we humbly begg'd to be indulged the li- 
berty of our own worlhip, and of being allow'd a church. 
Our petition did not meet with the fuccefs we exped- 
cd, for England \v2is almoft as much troubled upon the 
account of religion as France, There were two parties 
who tore cne another to-pieces by the odious diftrnftion 
of presbyterians and thofe for epilicopal government i or 
rather, the archbiihop of Canterbury , jealous of his au- 
thority, and that of the reft of the bilhops, perfecuted all 
thofe unmercifully who adhered to the principals of re- 
formation cftablifhed inFrance. He had got fuch an afcen- 
'fanc over kin^ C^<?r/«'s miud that this prince entrofted 
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the government of all fpiritual matters to him ; and he 
grew daily more bitter againil fuch as were enemies to 
the hierarchy. We were told, that a great number of 
presbyterians, wearied out with perfecution, had aban- 
doned their country in the fame manner as we had done ; 
and that fome were gone to Holland^ but the greateft 

fart to America, The archbifhop hating us as much as 
. e did them, the king, at his requeft, rejedled our pe- 
tition, and urged us to join in worfhip with the church 
of En^landy but not one among us was difpofed to ac- 
quiefce in this. We had been fo fhort a time in London^ 
that there was . nothing cou'd induce us to day in it, 

, whereupon we agreed in concert to venture once more 
upon the feas, and to feek for an afylum in fome other 
country. Some Etiglt/h presbyterians hearing of our 
'defign, ofitrM to carry off all their efFedls, and to feek 

"\ ;their fortunes with us ; accordingly we bought a Ihip 

^- tetwccn us, and being unanimoufly refolv'd to fail for 
' AnuricUy we freighted it with whatever we thought might 
be neceffary for the colony we intended to found. 

Wff were not above two hundred in all, children and 
ibrvahts included. Our voyage was very happy for the 
£rft fix weeks ; I may even ^y, that it was fo entirely, 
^^oce the unhappy accident that befel us brought us to 
the felicity we now enjoy. The wind, which had been 
favourable for above a month, chopped about on a fud- 
den, and blew fo flrong that the Tailors told us we were 
to exj^eft a ftorm. Figure then to yourfelf the diftradti- 
on with which the women and children were feized, of 
whom half our crew was compofed. We expefled tt 
be certainly buried in the waves ; and itideed, our fhip 
was tofsM about in fo dreadful a manner for fome days, 
that we could not but give ourfclvcs over for loft, but a 
hard gale of wind threw us on the coaft of this ifland, 
• where our vefTel run upon the rocks. But by a rrJracle 
of providence, the tide, which was going down at that 
inftant, left us in fuch a manner upon the ftrand, that 

- inf^ead of being drown'd by the water, which rulli'd in- 
to the ihip, we faw it run out of it through the leaks 
which the points of the rocks had made in it ; by which 
. means we eafily got out of her, and came ug in the 
0.3 "^-^ 
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fand. And now all hands were employed in unloading 
the moil valuable part of our cargo ; but we need not 
have put ourfelves to this ufelefs trouble, had we confi- 
der'd, that the veflcl was drove Co far up the ftrand that 
it was impoflible for the flrongeft waves to carry her back 
again, and that the cargo would have £xed her down 
more firmly. Be this as it will, the return of the tide 
did not do us the lead prejudice ; fo that we iaved not on- 
ly our cargo, but the fhip itfelf, and all the pieces of 
the wreck. 

'TwAS neverthelefs a melancholy fight to fee all our 
trunks and other things lying confufedly upon the fand 
along the rocks, and we and our children fitting upon 
them, waiting for the refolution our husbands fhould 
take. As the coaft was craggy, they were obliged to 
fend out a few of their company, in order to trace it, 
'till fuch time as they fhould meet with a path, by which 
we might get up into the country. They brought us 
but a melancholy account at their return ; they told us 
that the rocks were alike craggy for half a mile, and 
that they could not pof&bly advance any farther, becaufe 
the fea came up clofe to the coafl. Thus were we con- 
finM in a fmall bank of fand, furrounded on one fide by 
the fea, and with inacceffible mountains on the other, fo 
that there now remained only two expedients to which 
our husbands could have recourfe. The one was, to 
invent fome way by which we might climb the rocks ; 
but then, had they themfelves been able to do fo, we 
and our children muft have flaid behind. The other was, 
to take the long-boat, at the hazard of running every in- 
ilant upon the fharp black rocks, which appear'd every 
where upon the furfece of the water, to fe^ch round the 
ifland for fome place for us to live in. They were go- 
ing to attempt the latter, when heaven pointed out to 
one of our EngUJhmen the narrow paflage you juft now 
came through. He firft went up alone, as far as the 
opening to the plain, when returning back immediate- 
ly, he told us, in the utmoft tranfports of joy, the hap- 
py difcovery he had made. We Jook'd upon him as 
our prefer vtT ; and this fervice afterwards entituJed him 
to be one of the firll rank in our colony. We came in* 

to 
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to the plain, as into a kind q{ fromifed land \ and the 
firft thing our people did was to trace the extent of it. 
At their coming back they told us with aftoniflimcnt, 
that we were hemm'd in all round ; and that after hav- 
ing examined it with the flridlell care, they had not been 
able to find one out-let in the vafl chain of rocks which 
furround it. Mod of the women began to lament at our 
being excluded from all correfpondence with the reft of 
the world j but when our husbands affur'd us, that it 
• feem*d to be a very fine foil, and that they had found a 
thoufand kinds of fruit, which the Earth yielded fpontane- 
oufly, we changed our opinion, and began to think that 
, heaven itfelf mufl have conduced our fteps to a place 
fo proper for us to fettle in ; and ouf happy condition 
has fmce confirmed us in the good opinion we then en- 
. tertainM. You may judge how dear our folitude is to 
- us, by the labour we have employed to embellifti it ; na- 
'' tare aflifts us in it, and indeed there is no part of the 
world where Ihe is more* indulgent. During the many 
years we have been fettled here, wc have enjoyed the 
. bleifing of a perpetual fpring, which at the fame time is 
always improvM with the abundance of autumn. 

I SHALL not now, fays Mrs. Eliot ^ take notice of the 
order we eftablifh'd, after we had taken pofTcffion of 
this happy place i but will leave you the pleafure of fee- 
ing it yourfelf. All that now remains for me to tell 
you, is the motive of my going to England^ and that 
which prompted me afterwards to offer you my fervice 
when we were on board together ; this is an article I 
cannot poflibly omit. This country, fays fhe, notwith- 
ftanding it is indulged with fo many bleilings both by 
heaven and nature, has neverthelefs fome noxious qua- 
lity either in the air or the foil, which prevents our co- 
lony from increafmg. I cannot fay that our women are 
barren ; fo far from it that nioft of them are very pro- 
lific, but then they bring nothing but girls into the world. 
Within thefe twenty years laft paft, there have been born 
four females to one male child. 'Tis true indeed, that 
the females are amiable creatures, and one wou'd ima- 
. gine that nature, in creating them, had employed all her 
.7 graces and charms. But you will naturally fuppofe, that 

I 
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as mod of tKem cannot meet with husbands^ they con- 
fequently. muft lead very melancholy lives, to oar no 
fmall regret. The poor girls do nothing but iigh conti- 
noally ; fo that 'tis but too plain fomething is wanting 
to make them happy. We might inde^ get them 
husbands from St. Helena, but this we don't think pro- 
per, for two reafons ; the £r(l is, from our diiinclination 
to introduce men among us of a different perfuaflon &om 
cmrfelves ; the fecond is, the defire we have to conceal 
ourfelves fo long as we can from the reft of the world. 
We are vallly well pleas'd with our folitude, and our be- 
ing fequeftred from mankind. We therefore thought, af- 
ter mature deliberation, that the beft way to prevent the 
ruin of our colony, would be to get young husbands from 
Trance and England for our daughters 5 and I was com- 
mifTioned to do this, our people making me the com- 
pliment to fay that I have the moil infmuating tongue. 
I fet out from cur ifland about fifteen months ago, with 
cne of cur men who was ncminated to go along 
with me. I went firft to France^ where I viiited all thofe 
cities in which our religion flouriihes ; but tho' I was very 
affiduous, I met with few young People willing to go 
with me, upon my bare Promifes ; in ihort, I found but 
two for my purpofe in France^ and three in England. I 
might indeed very poflibly have brought a greater num- 
ber, had I been willing to receive them without diftinc- 
tion, but I wanted a fet of prudent, religious, virtuous, 
good tempered young men ; and God knows we meet 
with few fuch in Europe ! I faw you in the ihip, your 
countenance pleas'd me, and you no fooner difcovered 
your ill fortune and your inclinations to me, but I thought 
you a fit perfon for my defign. You may have taken 
notice of the reft who were on loard with me, tho' you 
did not know the motive of cur voyage. They came 
aftiore about three days fmce, along with me, are here 
cxpeding you, and are equally impatient with the reft 
ot the colony to fee you. 

Mrs. Eliot, having now ended her difcourfe, ask'd 

t whether I did not approve of the fortune ihe had 
ttcd me J and whether I was not obliged to her for 
«iDg me from ilavery, in order to put me into the 

arms 
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« arms of a pretty woman, and incorporate me in a fo* 
ciety of people lo amiable and virtuous, I wasfo over- 
joyed at what ihe told me, that I could fcarce believe it 
I to be true ; and therefore asked her a thouiand queflions^ 
f all which ihe anAverM in the moft ingenuous manner. 
f There Was only one thing ihe refus'd to fatisfy me in^ 
and that was my furprize to think how it were poflible 
for their colony to be conceal'd from all the world, when 
I St. Helena lay fo near that one could get to it in £ve or fix 
I hours. I alio askM her how (he could find the way either 
I to or from St. Helena, This, fays ihe, is a iccret you 
^ muil not enquire into, *till iuch time as we ihall think 
I proper to diicover it ; but a circumilance which ought 
to make you lefs anxious upon that account is, that a few 
of the oldeil people only are acquainted with it. Heaf- 
;! ing her iay this, I thought 'twould not be prudent to ask 
I any more queftions, and was perfuaded that the ible rea- 
I ion why ihe refus'd to gratify me in this particular, was, 
f in order that I might not be able to leave the iiland in 
"; caic I ihould grow weary of it. We walk'd forward, and 
when the four men who had Aaid behind to take care 
. of the boat, were come up to us again, we made greater 
. hafie» and about an hour after got into Mrs. £//W's 
• houfe. 

'TwAS vtry neat and commodious, andtho' *twas 

. furniihed in the plained manner, yet every thing feem'd 

to fpeak abundance. You may, fays (he, form an idea 

of the reft of the houfes from mine, for they are exaft* 

ly like it. The reafon of their being built alike was^ 

in order to prevent any jealoufy from arifing among us. 

We all live here in a perfect equality, by which means 

. • we hav(? left no room for ambition. Precedency is here 

regulated by feniority, and few are jealous of it when 

old age only entitles them to it. She afterwards called 

- her fervants to change my cloaths : She had brought a 

fuit fortne in the boat, which I put on at my coming 

a (here ; but* ihe would have me cloath'd in a better 

drcfs, in order to appear in public, efpecially a? I was to 

be feen by fo many young women, one of whom I was 

to make choice of for a wife. God forbid, fays ihe» 

. that I ^ould ever infpire you with a love for that empty 
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ornament, fine cloaths ; but on this occafion 'tis lawful 
to adorn, in a modefl manner, the advantages you may 
have received from nature ; 'tis even a mark of refpeft 
which we owe to virtuous perfons when we are to appear 
before them. Saying this, Ihe obliged me to put on a 
* plain fuit of cloaths that had been made for me, and 
which fitted me very well. Obferving this drefs, and 
that of the fervants walking with us, I could not for- 
bear asking what ihe meant by the equality ihe told me 
was obferved in the colony. 1 fuppofe, faid J, you don't 
look upon your taylors and fervants as your equals. No, 
fays fhe, we have not chang'd the order of ranks and 
conditions, and fuch as were fervants at our leaving Eu- 
rope, are ftill upon the fame foot, and their children al- 
fo ; but then they neverthelefs are upon a kind of level 
with us, which I will now explain to you : Firfl, They 
Ihare equally with us in all our poffeffions, which are in 
- common, as you'll know better afterwards. Notwith- 
ftanding that my fervants eat at a table by themfelves, 
they feed upon the very fame diet, and they are allowed 
the greateft plenty of all neceflaries. Secondly , Any ma- 
tter or miftrefs who treat their fervants ill, are punifh*d 
feverely for it. Have not they as much right to re- 
fufe being puniih'd by us, as we to ufe them unkindly ? 
With regard to their rank, 'tis immediately after that 
of our children, and they obferve the fame order among 
themfelves as we do. Thus, as one cannot fay there 
is any inequality between a father and a fon, there is very 
little more between us and our fervants. Every family 
is confiderM as an entire body of which the father is 
the chief, the children are the next, and after them the 
fervants. They are as nearly related to us as the hands 
are to the body, and we confider ourfelves i'uperior to 
them no otherwife than as the head is with regard to the 
reft of the body. 

I APPROv'^D very much thefe prudent regulations, f<|, 

conformable to the didlates of religion and humanity. 

Whilft I was difcourfing with Mrs. Eliot, the four men 

who had left us at our com'm^ mto the houfe, fpread 

the news of my arrival, a V\tt\e a^iex v^V\cV^ ^^^^.x^^m- 

^r of perfons of both fexes c^i^^ ^xi^ <^^^U^^^^^^^^^ 
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'ion my arrival in the civileft manner. Moft of them 
were advanced in years, bnt a fluih of health which ap- 
pear*d in their countenances, and the frcihncfs of their 
complexions, denoted at one and the fame time the excel- 
lency of their climate, and the fobriety of their lives. 
I difcover'd fome regret at their not having given me an 

.opportunity of vifiting them firft, when one of the old 
men anfwer'd. We have banifh*d all modifh reflraints 
and idle compliments ; we are better pleased that we came 
to/ee you firfk, as we think *tis giving you a pledge of 
our friendfhip, than you would have been to prevent us 
in it, becaufe you would thereby have given us a mark 
of honour and refpedl : The advantage is confequently 
on our fide, and therefore you ought not to regret it : 
Ought not all men to condad themfelves in this man- 
ner with regard to their fellow-creatures ? You'll find by 

.that time yon know us better, that we put a much higher 
value on mutual charity and real afle^tion, than on all the 
outward grimaces which men have complimented with 
the name of civility. 

I MUST confefs, that in hearing them argue after this 
manner, methought I was fo far from being got among 
proteft&nts, that they feemed rather a community of 

SuakerSy who condenm the ordinary cuiloms of maa- 
ind, and whofe way of life is entirely different from 
that of the reA of the world : However, the more I 
' talk*d with them, the more their converfation pleased me^ 
and Ievehperceiv*d, that as they abhorr'd the fpecious 
appearances of politenefs, fo they had the eflence of it, 
I mean the utmoft cordiality and complacency. Th^ 
acquainted me with the laws to which they were all fub« 
jc£l, their cufloms and employments, and promifed to 
do all that lay In their power tq make my days happy 
among them. In this manner I was vifited the firll day 
of my arrival by a great part of the colony. Their 
dumber, which was at firfl about two hundred, as was be- 
fore obferved, was now almofl doubled, and would have 
beep much greater, could they have got husbands for 
all their daughters, and this was their greatell pain. I 
oh fervid that they were not faiiafyd V\x\i '\A\^. l.\vo^^ 
voyage i they could not have im«L^vnL^ V^xxx ^^ ^^^ 
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have brought them more than fix men, when they were 
near an hundred women among them who wanted hm- 
bands, and thereupon told me that they muft be obliged 
to take fome new refolution on that head. 

After having fpent the day in the congratnlations 
they made me upon my arrival, and other tefliroonies 
of their friendihip, I told Mrs. Elioi in the evening, that 
I ihould be very glad to have her explain herfelf, about 
the wife Ihe intended to provide for me : I hear, faid I, 
you have near an hundred marriageable women, now 
how can you pretend to provide for them all, fince yoo 
have brought but ^x of the other fex ? She anfwerM, 
that it had been refolved the young women ihould caft 
lots, in order that no one might have room to complain 
of her being poftpon'd, we being determined never to 
do any thing that may give room to pre-eminences or 
diflindions. I was very much fhock'd at this anfwer, 
being very unwilling to take up with any wife that 
chance fhould allot me : My heart required that I fhonld 
be permitted to chufe, and I began to fear that I fhould 
not meet with the happinefs' they had fiatter'd me with, 
in cafe I fhould be forced to live with a woman I could 
not love. My fear was fo much the more juft, as I had | 
been told that their women were the moft charming 
creatures in the world: 'Tisfcarce pofliblc they fhould all 
be fo, and what a chance fhall I fland, in dafe fate ihould 
allot me a difagreeable woman ? How afflidting muft it 
be to me to be thus unhappily wedded, when I fhould 
have continually before my eyes fo many beautiful obje^ 
as they are reprefented to me ? I withdrew in the even- 
ing, full of thofe thoughts, and was diflurb*d with them 
all night long. < 

The next morning, as foon as I awak'd, I had the 
pleafure of feeing all the Ave young men who came in 
the fame vefiel with me. They had been carried the 
day before to the other end of the plain, that they might 
view the feveral parts of it, by which means. they had 
heard nothing of my arrival. We embrac'd one another 
with a tendernefs which is reciprocally felt by perfons 
tvJio have one common dellinY •, \>\it. vjV^tv, ^Ix&t %V^nNi 
a quarter of an hour's conveilaxiotv, vi^ \)fe^^xw xa \s^^ 
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|itt!eacquainted,anc[to openourfelvesto one another with- 
out the lead referve, they did not conceal from me, that 
^otwithdanding the many pleaAires they tailed in this 
^reeable place^ they ne^rthelefa had the fame reludlance 
with myfelf, to take any woman at random, as chance 
filould pleafe to determine. We, fays one of them, came 
£i-ft afhore, and therefore have a right to chufe firil, 
that is to fay, faid he with fome warmth, that in cafo 
IA>rtune does not fevour us, fome new-comer will carry 
}pS the prettied woman in the ifland before our faces. 
My dear friends, if I may advifc, youMl never fuffer 
this ; the perfon who fpoke with fo much vivacity was 
a> Frenchman, I anfwerM that I approved his refentments 
fMit that I did not fee any poflibility of prevailing with 
the old men to think as we did. Tm fure, fays he, Pll 
Stefy them ever to prevail with me toconfider this in the 
&mt light as they do, nor fhall they ever force me to 
marry a woman for whom I have no inclination ; faying 
ip^hich, he urged us to join with him in reprefenting to 
the old men the injuilice of their condu^ in this arti- 
cte. I refused abfolutely to fubfcribe to their refolution, 
not that I had lefs averfion than they to marry after this 
inanner, but was unwilling to interrupt the tranquillity 

fi^hich reign'd in this place ; I therefore advis*d him not 
to difcover his refentments till fuch time as we knew 
whether fortune would declare againfl us. He and his 
companions told me they had been affurM a little before^ 
that the lots were to be cad that afternoon, at the deiire 
of feveral young women, who were extremely impatient 
to know their fate : They had been confined to their houfes 
ever fince ourtirrival, and this precaution of keeping them 
from the fight of us, increas'd their curiofity. Mrs. Eliot 
came and told me that I was to-be married that evening. 
I now ask'd her whether fhe had any daughters ? She 
anfwer'd that fhe had two, and wifh'd heartily that one 
of them might be fo happy as to fell to my lot. 1 fpent 
part of the morning in vifiting fome of the old people 
of the colony, who fhew'd me every thing that was re- 
markable in the plain, and carried me to \3tia\^x^ ^^>Ssk». 
I^foxe-mentioned. I at firft took it iot i OwaxOcv, \s^x. ^^^;i[ 
^ifeisftiW m€ 'was a common ftotcAioufc, v^V^tw^,^ 
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riches of the ifland were depofited, and explained the 
whole to me in the manner following : 

We on all occafions coniider ourfelves, fays one of 
them to me, as one people or a (ingle family ; we all 
lead a calm and unruffled life^ as fo many children in their 
:fether's houfc. Every year we chufe four governors by 
lot, whofe office is to fuperintend continually the publick 
utility. Their private duty is to oblige our fcrvants to 
cultivate our lands, to carry the produdl of our harvefts 
into the ilorehoufe, and after to diilribute it among us, 
which is done in an equal proportion, according to the 
number of perfons who inhabit each houfe : A fervant has 
as great a portion as his mailer. We did not at £rft 
enjoy the abundance we now do. When we came from 
Europe we had a great deal of ready money, and a con- 
iiderable quantity of provifions and tools ; but our money 
was of no fervice here ; our provifions might fubiifl us 
for a cei tain time, but we were in want of corn to fow 
our lands, and horfes to plough with, and it was proper 
for us to make provifion for time to come. Our fhip was 
daih'd to-pieces againft the rocks, and we had only oar 
long-boat; how then could we venture ourfelves on un- 
icnown feas, in which were innumerable rocks ? But 
whither could we fly ? Which way ? Upon what hopes ? 
However, there was an Englifljman among us who offered 
to hazard his life for the public good : 'Twas he who fo 
happily difcovered the cleft of the rock, of which I know 
Mrs. Eliothas given you an account. The htdiVt EngUJbfnan 
above- mention'd would not fufFer any one to accompany 
him in his enterprize, when he put a good quantity of 
provifions in the long-boat, and fet out with only a little 
fail and a couple of oars. The whole colony pray'd 
during his abfence that he might meet with fuccefs, ef- 
pecially as our prefervation had fo great a dependance 
upon it. Two days after his departure fome of our 
young people, who were walking upon the fhore, faw 
him advancing towards it, and immediately came and 
told us the joyful news, when we all ran to the coaft. 
'Twas he himfelf, who brought back his boat loaded with 

rn, and feeds of feveral kinds which we wanted. 
' one was vtry urgent to know the circumHances of 
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is voyage, but being as prudent as conrageouSy he re« 
is'd to explain himfelf in public. The moft confiderable 
lerfons of our colony, among whom I was nominated, 
net together, in order to hear his relation, when he told 
isfuch particulars as raifed our admiration. We thought 
ffoper, purfuant to his advice, to conceal part of it, for 
he fake of our colony ; but at the fame time we divulged 
iich particulars as were neceflary to be difcover'd for the 
onfolation of our people in general. 'Twas publickly 
:>ld that he had been at St. Helena, that we lay at a 
iftance from it, and were fure of getting from thence 
'katever we might want in time to come. The name 
four generous companion was Drvtgton, He died a few 
eaf s ago ; but before he died he did the colony a thou- 
ind other important fervices, which claim the gratitude 
F our lateft pofterity. 

Ou R plain made quite another figure fome time after 
& return : Every one fell to cultivating the ground with all 
Biaginable diligence, fo that in about fix months we had 
Wdlt our houfes and tillM our lands. We, under heaven, 
save our plain the fmiling afpedl it now wears; and 
^king upon ourfelves as the founders of a new date, 
^t were not more excited by the confideration that we 
^crc labouring for ourfelves, than by thedefire of giving 
Our pofterity an advantageous idea of our care and induflry. 
!^fr. Drington was employ'd in going frequently to St. 
Selena, and in bringing from thence whatever neceflaries 
l»e might want. We appointed three of our companions 
lo aflifl him in his voyages, who bound themfelves by 
in oath not to difcover any of thofe particulars, we had 
thought proper to conceal from the colony, which me- 
thod has always been obferyed fance Mr. Dringion^s de- 
ceafe. ^There are but four men among Us, who are all 
^orn, that are impower'd to go fea, and when ' any of 
Lhefe die, another is eledled. Thofe have the fole copi« 
mand over the boats, which they keep chained up in a 
potto you may have obferved at your arrival. They fel- 
lom go .for St. Helena now, we being in ho want of any 
ififtance; for our lands yields more than we have occa- 
l^fbr. Our flocks are fo much inciea^'^, ^^'^X ^c^f 
if^&metimessL biudcn to us : We xnig\il vxAt^^ l^^'»:sx 

(4i . . , 
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of them to the inhabitants of St. Helena, But what fhoald 
we do with the money ? That which we brought from 
Europe is here placed among our ufclefs treafurc; we 
have lodged it by confent in our flore-houfe, and look 
upon it as an iniignificant dead part of our pofTeflions, 
of which we cannot make any ufe. Thus, of the three 
principal paffions which infeft the heart of man, we have 
found out the art of fuppreffing two of them : The 
equab'ty which is eftablifhed among us fecures us from 
ambition, and the ufeleffnefs of riches has curM us of 
avarice. Love is the only pa (lion *for which we cannot 
find a remedy. Our young girls pine away, and it is a 
moft melancholy circumftance, that we can neither root 
out thispaffion from their hearts, nor cafe them of their 
pain. I myfelf, added the good old man, know but 
too well how difficult it is, at a certain age, to curb one*s 
defire, or refift human rt'ature. 

Afi'er he had ended, I put two queflions to him. 
I eafily conceive, faid I, that 'tis no difficult matter for 
you to hinder the inhabitants from going to fea in your 
boats, and fatisfying their curiofity, but how is it poffiblc 
for you to conceal your abode from the iflanders of St. 
Helena, fince they lie fo near you ? And what judgment 
can they form of the four men you fend to them, when 
they fee them arrive at fo great a diHance from the con- 
tinent in a boat, in which they may naturally imagine 
they did not crofs that great expanfe of water? The old 
man anfwerM, that the firfl time the inhabitants of St. 
Helena faw Mr. Drington arrive, they look'd upon him 
as one come from the clouds; and were very urgent to 
know whence he came, and what accident had brought 
him into their ifland; bat that prudent EngUJhman having 
confider'd what advantage it would be to the colony not to 
be difcover'd, even by their neighbours, he had made 
them fuch ambiguous anfwers, that they could get no- 
thing to the purpofe out of him; that his companions 
had been as prudent ; and the better to divert the curiofity 
of the Portuguefe, and fome EngU/h who are fettled in Sr. 
Helena, they never fail from their harbour 'till dusk, 
rhereby to prevent them from making any difcoveries. 
They are perfuadcd, (ays tii^ o\d m^tv, that wc don't Yiio 
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^fiir from them; but tho* they make the (Irid^eft fearch, 
^Siey willy I believe^ fcarce ever be able to find us out; 
ikud nothing but chance, or the indifcretion of our four 
5l^riner5, can ever inform them of it. My fecond 
'jiliieflion was the fame I had before made to Mrs. Elsot. 
*3*yhat benefit, faid I, d'ye think your daughters can reap 
ifrom mine and my companions arrival ? There cannot 
ibp above fix of them obliged, and the reft will be but 
^e more afRidled to find themfelves rejefled by the ca- 
gttrice of fortune. He agreed that I was in the right, 
[wd made heavy complaints againfl Mrs. E/ht for fuc- 
jtiJBeding fo ill in her commifiion. However, fays he, 
Are have this day taken a refolution in the alTembly which 
H^fil give them fome confolation ; which is, to fend again 
%i Europe, and, ifpoflible, prevail on a fufficient number 
tbf young men to tranfport themfelves to our ifland. In 
y£ife this fcheme fliouM not fucceed, we*ll permit our 
Ipaughters to go (beftowing on each of them a handfome 
Fjbrtune) to any part of the world they themfelves (hall 
/tikebeft. 

'' Th e old man was not yery prudent in acquainting me 
%dth this laft circumftance, and indeed he did not fee into 
the confequences of it. The refle6Uons which then fug- 

^ fled themfelves, made me think the defign they had of 
flowing wives on us by lot, more unjuft than ever. I 
tou'd not forbear difcovering this to my &ve companions; 
"^nd I had no occafion to add any thing farther to make 
them fenfible how afili£ting it mufl be for us to fee all the 
ipretty women leave the ifland, Whilfl we, perhaps, fliould 
Be bound for life to the mod difagreeaUe of them. Mr. 
Gelift, a young Frenchman of wit and merit, but whofe 
vivacity feem*d to have the afcendant over his prudence 
on this occafion, mov*d, that we (hould immediately com- 
plain to the principal old men, and declare that we would 
never fubmit to a law fo unjuft with regard to ourfelves. 
He won over our companions to his opinion ; fo that as* 
no one opposM this refolution but my (elf, I was obllgM 
to ufe a thoufand arguments, before I cou'd make them 
agree with me that we need not yet carry matterrs fo hx i 
and that in honour, as well as for the fake of peace, wc 
'itihould fiifpend our complaints *till fuchtime as they fhould 
y. Vol.- 1. R ^xw--- 
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attempt to force us. 'Tis not, (aid I, the fame as if 
we had already contra£led an intimacy with feme anuablc 
objeds, which they would oblige us to break j for wearc 
not yet acquainted with any of the young women we arc 
to fee by and by. We have not yet conceived a particu- 
lar paffion for any, and all we defire in general is to 
be married to a pretty woman ; poffibly chance may &- 
vour us ; in which cafe we fhould not only have the plea- 
fure of feeing our defires gratify 'd, but the fatisfadlion of 
Laving given the whole colony a proof of our wifdom. 
"Sut if on the contrary, fortune fhouM not be propitioos 
to us, we fhall then have the greater liberty of com- 
plaining, and our remonHrances muft have the greater 
vreight with them, aft^er fo ample a tefUmony of our mo- 
defty and fubmiflion. We may firft requefl our marriage 
may be delayed on pretence that we defue to be a little 
acquainted with our deflined brides ; this favour can ne- 
ver be refiis'd us ; and we'll thence take advantage of 
breaking off in a civil way, if poflible, from the invo- 
luntary engagements which they wou'd oblige us to fub- 
mit to. Thefe arguments made fo much impreilion on 
Mr. Gelin as to make him change his refolutipn. At 
our feparating we embraced one another like brethren, 
and promised to afford reciprocally all thofe affifbinces 
ivhich might forward the fuccefs of our mutual hopes. 

The time appointed for the ceremony being come, 
tone of the old men came for me to Mrs. £/w/'s, where 
I continued to refide. He told me that the eledtion was 
to be in the church, and that all the young women were 
aflemWed in it. I got there almoflat the fame time with my 
companions, to whom feveral old men had been fent. Ca- 
riofity had brought together all the inhabitants of the 
jUand, in order to be fpedators upon fo extraordinary an oc- 
cafion. We made our way in thro' the crowd ; but care had 
been taken to leave an area clear, in which all the maidens 
were ranged in a circle. A table flood in the middle, 
at which the minifler was feated, and the four governors 
of the flore-houfe on each fide of him, when we were 
ordered to go up to them. All the fpedlators kept a pro- 
fiwnd filence, and feemed to wait with t^e utmoU impa- 
tience for the opening of this lingular ceremony, which 

begun 
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^begun hy a fliort prayer, in which they bcgg*cf of heaven 

%o blefs us. Afterwards the minifter, addrcfling himfclf 

?to us with a loud voice, made a very eloquent difcourfe 

^n the fubjeft of our meeting. He told us in a few 

^ivords the hiftory of the colony, and the particular marks 

lof protection which heaven had indulged it during twenty 

ijrears. He gave us a fhort expofition of the laws of 

Vhe country, and the feveral engagements by which we 

fere going to bind ourfelves, at the fame time we were 

kicorporating ourfelves with the inhabitants of the ifland. 

The laws feemed to be drawn up with iimplicity, and noC 

iifficult to be obeyed. They confided of a fmall number 

bf dear and immediate confequences, and general pre- 

as of juftice and charity. He congratulate us on our 

iring been chofen by providence to ihare the blefTmgs 

t>f that happy iiland ; and exhorted us to make ourfelves 

irorthy of the fociety whereof we arc now becoming 

nembers. Notwithftanding that all |he young women, 

llSrom among whom they were going to chufe us wives, 

fliad been educated in the principles of virtue and integrity, 

Ijie faid, he did not doubt but that God, whofe hand 

l^diredb chance, would allot to each of us that woman, 

[-whofe temper and qualities fhould beft fuit our inclinaf- 

Hions. 'Tis for this ^eafon, fays he, as much as to avokl 

I the jcaloufy which preference creates, that we are deter- 

[Uninedto give you wives by lotj being firmly perfuaded, 

that whatever men call by that name is in reality a (ccret 

lifpoiition of heaven, which always turns events to %he 

lidvantage of thofe who reverence his holy will. 

At the fame time that niy ears Itftned to this difi' 
coufe, my eyes were employM on a very different fubjeft; 
*Twa8 not natural I fhould come into a company bf 
young virgins, who indeed Were all charming creature^, 
without at leall taking notice of their air and counte- 
nance ; my eyes wandered from one to another, andniy 
iKlmiration was fo much divided, that had iP been left to 
my choice, it wou'd have been very difficult for me to 
determine ; and therefore was not fe^ry that chance was 
to decide it. In what manner foever, faid I, it fhalt 
JtoLppm, *ci8 inifK>flible but I m«ft be fatifified withiir. I 
«ib)ttld be in too great a dilemma, were I left to ehuit 
^ R z V- 



i88 T^be Life of 

in fuch a crowd of beauties, and am very glad that 
trouble is fparM me. Such was the fituation of my mind 
for a few moments. Meer admiration is a calm and dif- 
interelled fenfation; I was not, as yet fenfible to any 
other, but a glance foon gave me a ftronger idea of it. 
As my eyes was running a fecond time over this circle 
of beauties, I obferv'd one whofe glances were directed 
to me, but the moment mine met lier*s, fhe fixM them 
on the ground. This was a random look, and I did 
not immediately perceive there was any thing more par- 
ticular in my curioiity, than in that which had prompt* 
ed me to contemplate the reil ; neverthelefs, my glances 
feem'd to be fix'd on one objedl ; I ran over, with a 
kind of greedinefs, all the features of a face which ieem- 
ed to have efcap'd me the firft time. The fhapc, the 
air, the leafl motion of this lovely perfon fcem*d to com- 
mand my whole attention. Yet would flic every now 
and then lift up her eyes to look uppn me, when per- 
ceiving that I Hill kept mine £x*d upon her, fhe at length 
blufhed, and call her eyes downwards ; at the fame time 
I felt a glow diffufe itfelf over my cheeks $ and this 
change having recallM me from my abfence of thought, 
fuch emotions were raifed within me, that I don*t re- 
snember my bread ever felt fuch tumults before. I re- 
covered myfelf, and feem'd to liilen to the minifter^s dif- 
courfe, but was inceffantly diverted from it by a fecret 
impulfe, which call'd me back to the lovely obje£l. I 
did not any longer find thofe charms in the reft of the 
maidens which I had admirM in them before ; their air 
appeared to me afiedled ; I read in their eyes the firong 
diefires they had to be married, and the dread they were 
under left fortune fhould prove their enemy ; whereas, 
Jhe who had made this conqueft over my heart breathed 
nothing but innocence and modefty. I muft confefs, I 
then began to think of the advice I had given Mr. Ge- 
lin^ and wifh'd to have a minute's difcourfe with him, 
in order to make him change his former refolutions. 
Cupid caus'd me inftantaneoufly to feel, that he had 
made my happinefs depend on the beautiful object he 
then prefented to me ; and that I was not to exped it 
either from chaac« or my own choice. 
^' - - Whilst 
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h Wh I l ST I wis rerolving theTe difirent thooghti, die 
miniftery haring ended * his difcoarfe, declared the order 
wiKfJiich was to be obfervM in the eledion. Of two me- 
thods which might be nfed, fays he to the affembly, the 
J&ae of making all the young women draw together; 
^i^ind the other, of dividing them into fix bands, anfwer- 
'mrible to the number of young people s the laft appears to 
'm mod natural, and will, I believe, be bed ^pprov^d. 
Bvery band fhall confift of nine maidens j chance (hall 
~ cide which band every young man (hall belong to ; 
d they (hall afterwards draw, in order to fee who that 
appy perfon (hall be whom heaven fhall pl^fe to fa- 
oor with that diftindion. This method was uWerfally 
^AifppUiidcd. The girls were very well pleafcd with it ; and 
seed, there feem*d to be a nearer proportion between 
teen to one, than between fourfcore and fixteen and 
: ; and this redu£tion feemM to bring their hopes to 
ar the fame level. They were prefently divided into 
Ibmds ; our fix names were writ on fo many pieces of 
i||iaper9 and a girl was called from each band to draw 
fitbem out of the basket in which the minifter had put 
i'dkem. Then a confufed found was heard in the whole 
''tftfiembly> which denoted the impatience they had to fee 
Miow chance wou*d determine. As for myfelf, who was 
;f4«iccited by emotions different from curiofity, I trembled 

Efaw the girls put their hands into the basket. My 
was going to be decided at once ; for in cafe chance 
*d remove me from the band in which my lovely 
'charmer was, all hopes wou*d inflantly vanifh. My pa& 
'.f^n wits already grown to that heieht, that the fear of 
' any not fncceeding rais*d a thoufand tortures in my bo- 
torn. At Jaft, t|ie lots were drawn, and I had the un- 
• luippinefs to fee myfelf difpofed of in the manner I had 
'dreaded. I offer' d up my complaints inwardly to hea- 
ven ; bdt what words can exprefs their bitternefs f fcarce 
cottld I re^in from bnrfling into tears. I fuffered my- 
ftlf to be led, without once opening my lips, to the 
' bund to which I now belong*d 1 my eyes only exprefs^d 
< my grief to the amiable creature I was forced to aban^ 

fa I and ! perceived by her looks that fhe had taken 
IMi of my grkf, and giie(ii*d th« caofe of ie. I wae 
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perpetaally turning back, and gazing upon her a^ I was 
going away ; and to heighten my anguifh, I imagined 
her languiHiing air told me, that fhe was as much abid- 
ed at our reparation as I could be. 

I w A s now incapable of attending to the reft of the ce- 
remony ; but obferving that fortune had thrown Gelin in- 
to the next band to mine, I went up to him to put him 
in mind of the promife he had made. Don't imagine, 
fays he, with fome £re, that I ihall forget them r I am 
even forry that I followed your advice, as it poflibly may 
make me unhappy all my life-time: We are treated 
like fo many flaves ; but don't fail, fays he, of fupport- 
ing what I have promis'd to undertake for our common 
intereft. The pkce we were in did not give us an op- 
portunity of explaining ourfelves &rther : I retomM to 
the band I belonged to ; and the eledtion being over in a 
moment, fiich as chance had favourM were taken from 
the reft. Joy fparkled in their eyes ; and tho' the others 
did their utmoft to conceal their jealoufy, it was never- 
thelefs painted on- their countenances. The minifter faid 
to us. Here are your wives ; receive them from the hand 
of god, who has now declared his will f upon which he 
bid us embrace them. I turnM my eyes to Gelin, to puf 
him in mind that now was the time to put his defign in 
executiwi j but was very much furpriz'd to fee him im- 
mediately obey the minifter*s order. He even gave us to 
underftand, by a little nod, that we might imitate him. 
I underftood too well, that what defign foever he might 
have formM to aflift us, 'twas imprudent in him to go 
thofe lengths, and that fo public a teftimony of confent 
would form fuch a tie as would be difficult for us to 
break •, however, his example and that of my compa- 
nions prevailed with me to imitate them, when I em- 
brac'd, with a forrowful air, the woman I was to look 
upon as my wife. . Tho' my heart had not been inflamed 
for another, I yet ftiould have difcovered the fame re- 
luftance ; for fortune had been fo unpropitious, that it 
feem'd to have referv'd the moft difagreeable woman 
among them for me. 

Tho' Gelin thought to do well, yet the fequel will 
ihew that he a^ed very imprudently^ nor was I ]e& iUly 

thaa 
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Jth^n he in relying wholly upon him ; but his wit and 
i|K>Idnefs made me fancy him the ficteft perfon to manage 
.our a^rs, and knowing his vivacity, I little thought 
.]ie would have ruin'd our hopes by his ill-timM prudence 
.Und moderation. But this was the fource of all our mis- 
.fertunes : He imagined that in order to be more fecure of 
the fufpenfion of our marriage^ which he intended to re- 

aiiire» the beft way would be to zHt fo as not to occafion 
le leaft doubt of our fincerity, and this only had prompt- 
Jtd him to embrace the woman who was prefented to him 
jbr his bride. A fatal reafoning I which might indeed 
.hive contributed to gain us what we then defir^d, but 
which afterwards ruin'd all our happinefs, and had like 
to have coft us our lives. 

' Th b minifter was going to join us with the ufual cere* 
jnonies, when Getin raifed his voice, in order to publifli 
our requeft to the whole aiTembly. I did not hear what 
.ke iaid : He delivered himfelf in French, that being much 
eifier to him than our language, which he had learnt 
^^y fince his leaving France with Mrs. Elioi, AW the 
colony was composed of Englifi and French ; both lan- 
jpages were well underftood in it, and the minifler had 
»oke in the Et^iijb tongue, in order to be better under- 
mod by me and three of my companions, as we did not 
imderftand French. I therefore did not underftand G^/rVs 
difcourfe, but he fpoke ytry gracefully, and we had no 
xeafon to fufpedt nis intentions ; befides, I eaiily dif- 
eovered by the countenances of the afliilants that they 
looked upon his requeft as reafonable. All the fpedla- 
tors applauded his difcourfe : The minifler himfelf was 
tbefirft perfon that approved it ; he even gave the name of 
wifdom to the defire we ihew'd of being acquainted with 
our deftin'd brides, and meriting their afiedion before 
wc were join'd together for life. Six weeks were allow- 
ed us to (atisfy fo juft and modeft a defire ; and as we ap- 
peared fatisfy'd with the time, every one applauded, as 
we came out of the church, the condu^ we had obferv'd 
with regard to the affembly. 

Thbrb was not one of my companions but wifhed 
,98 'ardently as myfelf for an opportunity of meeting to- 
j^ether^ in order that we might coofult on our own a£. 
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fairs ; accordingly we got away from a crowd of impor- 
tunate people who were got round us, and withdrew to 
a folitary place. Gelin was overjoyM, and the firft qne- 
ftion he ask'd us, was, what we thought of the fervicc 
he had done us, and whether we did not approve hit 
artful management ? He afterwards eonfefs'd to us, with- 
out giving us time to anfwer, that what obligations fo- 
ever we might think we ow'd him, he was perfuadcd 
that none of us would reap fo mueh benefit from the fuc- 
cefs of this adlion as himfelf I (hould have been un- 
done, fays he to us, with an air of tranfport, had the 
miniiler and the affembly been as averfe to my difconrfe, 
as fate has been to my wifhes. I don't conceal it from 
you, my friends ; I am diflradedly in love, bat mihap- 
pily for me, 'tis not with the woman deftiny has alot- 
ted me to marry. He added, that he wanted us to ad- 
vife him in that aflair, and flood in need of that friendly 
afiiflance he had bound himfelf by oath to give ns. Af- 
ter he had opened himfelf in this manner, we gaz'd one 
upon another ; we feem'd to be in equal confufion, and 
continued filent for fome moments. At lafl, we all fpoke 
in our turns, and 'twas only to declare that we aU la- 
bour'd under the fame difcontent, and defir'd the fame 
.afii fiance as Ge/tft. This fimilitude of aflledion increased 
the friendfhip which had already united us. The warmtl 
with which each of us exprefl himfelf when he men- 
tion'd his paffion, plainly fhew'd the zeal with which irf 
refolved to ferve each other reciprocally ; becaufe there 
was no man among us but would meafore the affiflance . 
he would afford others by that he himfelf required of I 
them. Our firfl debates were how to find an expedient I 
to fee our miftrcfTes : This was the mod difficult point ; I 
and as for the reH, we relied as much on love and fortune, 
as on the advice we fhould receive from one another in 
the cdnferences we propofed frequently to hold. One of 
cur companions got over this obftacle, by afToring us 
that he had heard the man at whofe houfe he liv*d, fay, 
that the girls would not be confined after the ele£Uon was 
over ; whence he concluded that we fhould have the liber- 
ty to fee and converfe with them, and could not bateafilj 
£ad our miilreiTes^ as the country was fo little in ejrteoi* 

1I0C 
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lot to mention that the houfcs ftoodalmoll together round 
he church and the llorc houfe. We were unanimoufl/ 
igrced, that as prudence and difcretion were moll ncceflh- 
y to the fucccfs of our defign, every one fhould not only 
)e careful of his own condudl, but alfo watch over his 
:ompanions. Our intercfts were fo infeparable, that it 
vas impoflible but the flips of every fingle perfon muft 
ircjudicc the common caufe. With regard to the con- 
laft we were to obferve to our intended wives, all we rc- 
blvcd was, that we fliould behave with decency, and re- 
crrM the improvement of our fchemes 'till fuch time as 
mr hopes fhould be a little better grounded, and we fhould 
*ee a little farther into the fuccefs of our cntcrprize. 
Tvvas neccfTary for us to meet often, in order to confer 
ogether ; but as the doing tiiis too frequently might oc- 
afion fufpicions, we appointed twice a week only, and 
U the fame time the exad day, hour and place. 

We then fcparated, in order to return to our refpeftive 
iabitations, and I Hill continued at Mrs. Eliot's, We 
lad not been acquainted that we were to continue in our 
ivcral places of abode 'till fuch time as we were marri- 
ed, when each of us was to have a houfe given him, 
tnd be made mailer of a family. I found Mrs. £//<?/ alone, 
svho expc^fted me at fuppcr, but was fur prized to fee four 
plates laid on the tabic, as there never had been but two 
before. She prevented my asking her any queflions about 
Ttf by telling me that as the eledion was over, I fhould 
rhenceforwards have the liberty of being in company 
with her daughters, and that they were going to fup with 
as. I won't, fays flic, fpeak contemptuoufly of the young 
woman whom fate has allotted you ; but without fufJcr- 
ing.myfclf to be blinded by the love I have for my 
daughters, 1 believe you would net have come the worll 
3fF, had heaven given ycu one of them. They h.ivc 
pretty well anfwcrcd the care I have taken of their edu- 
cation ; and as I elKem you fo much, fays the good 
woman, what a pleafurc would it have been to me couid 
I have caird you my fon I As I was thanking her for 
this teftimony fhe gave me of her fricndfliip aud civili- 
ty, her daughters, to whom flie had given notice of my 
return, came in and faluted us. But now let tlic reader 

Vol', i. s> \L^\sKX\S^ 
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xonceive^ if he can, my joy and aftonifhrnent ; for I dif- 
covered by the firil glance that the youngeil of them was 
jthe idol of my heart. 'Twas the fame fweet creature 
who had raifed the emotions of my foul at church, and 
M^hom I had fwore to love tenderly as long as I liv'd. I 
xnuit confefs that all the difcreet plans I had form'd va- 
jiifh'd away in an infiant, when turning about to Mrs. 
Eliot, and without confidering the efieds which my tran- 
fport might produce, Ah ! Madam , fald I, you are mo- 
ther to the perfon I love, on whom all my felicity de- 
pends. Bhe laughM at the exclamation I miade, and an- 
fwer'd as tho' it had been the refult of compliment. I 
then perceived that I had done wrong in explaining my- 
felf io openly, and therefore endeavour'd to check my 
imprudence in the fequel of our converfation. But tho* 
my expreflions were lefs warm, my glances were fo paf- 
fionatc, that Mrs. Eliot plainly faw the difpoiition of my 
heart. She afFedled to difcourfe oh indiflerent fubjefts at 
fupper, and afterwards made a ii gn to her daughters to 
withdraw. When we were alone flie told me with a fe- 
rious air, that fhe fancied I had an inclination for her 
fecond daughter, and that fhe could not comprehend 
where I firft forrnM it ; in ihort, that. the whole was a 
myftcry fhe defired me to clear up. I rtus'd a little on 
what anfwer I fliould make, being in d^ubt whether or 
no it would be prudent to truft he?j;l)ut at laft, as I re- 
lied very much on her goodhefi'^ 5[-/tpfd her ingenuoafly 
in what manner I had been flruck at cKiirch, and with- 
4)ut difcovering to her the circumflances which related to 
my companions, I confefs'd that fortune had determin*d 
fo contrary to my inclinations, that I was ready to at- 
tempt any thing to avoid fubmitting to it. She was ii- 
lent for fome time, and the perplexity fhe feemM to be 
in gave me the utmofl uneafmefs : I was afraid I had 
opcn'd myfelf too much to a woman of her prudence, 
^nd expected that flie would look upon my afiedlion for 
her daughter as a crime. I cannot, fays fhe at laft, ap- 
prove your paffion, without cafting a blemifh on niy ho« 
nour, and wounding my confcience. Your love is come 
too late, and I cannot fee how you will be able to fuc- 
€eed in it: I could have wifh'd indeed from my ibal that 

it 
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it haJ bcf n poiTible for you to marry my daughter ; but 
iince there*s no room to hope for it, I beg yoa never to 
mention it more. I am even forry that yoa explained 
yoorfelf fo hr. No, fays (he, after paufing a moment^ 
I can't do any thing for you ; *tis now too late, and I 
beg of you never to open your lips about it. Saying 
this (he withdrew, but not feemingly angry. I made 
namberlefs refledlions on her anfwer : I firil confiderM it 
as a dreadful fentencr, which at once blafted all my 
wiihes. However, when I recollected the manner of 
her addreffing me, and her contemplative air, a plain 
indication I thought of her approbation, I perfuaded my. 
felf that (he could not abfolutely condemn what (he had 
confefsM would otherwife have been agreeable to her ; 
and the* (he would not do any thing to gratify my pa(ri- 
on, yet nothing prevented my fuppofmg that (he might 
po(EbIy approve what I might attempt for my felf. I 
jodg'd that decency would not permit a woman of her 
age, and one fo much refpedled in the colony, to have 
any hand in the little (Iratagems of lovers, or to a£l con- 
trary to the deci(ions of the old men. She had indeed 
told me, that (he was angry with me for revealing mjr 

Siflion to her ; but then I fuppos*d (he would not be foi ' 
ould I fucceed in my addreiTes, and that her de(ign was 
only to hint to me that it was proper (he (hould feem toi 
know nothing of the matter. This explanation appeared 
£0 natural to me, and agreed fo well with the efleem and 
friend(hip Mrs. Eiiot had hitherto difcover'd for me, that 
I refolvM to make it a kind of rule for the regulation 
of my conduct. ' Twill be an eafy matter for me, faid 
I, to find out by her behaviour to me hereafter whether 
I had flatter'd myfelf too much. In cafe (he docs not 
forbid me the fight of her daughter, I then (hall have 
room to believe, that fo far from condemning my paffion, 
Ihe approves of it fecretly, and wi(hes it may be fuc- 
cefsful. 

These agreeable refle£lions made me pafs the night 
very happily ; and when morning was come I fought for 
an opportunity of feeing Angelica^ for that was the name 
of Mrs. Elhfs lovely daughter. 1 vj?k& ivox. ^t.tCvt\ ^'ft. 
pkafure of coavcrfing with her, and w^ fo Vv^Yi "^^ 
.S 2 ^ 
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to be fome moments alone with her. The impreflion 
which her charms had made upon me at a diflance was 
faint in comparifon of the new ardour which a moment's 
converfation with her made me feel. Her whole perfon 
fcem'd to me a com portion of wonders. I continued 
trembling with love and admiration, andwhilfl I firft con- 
templated on her features in iilence for a few moments, 
fuch an image was form'd in my heart as is not in the 
power of heaven or men ever to efflicc. Tho' this dumb 
language was pretty exprefiive, 1 neverthelefs refolv'd 
to breathe my paflion in words. She liften'd without 
once interrupting me, and did not dii'cover in her eyes 
that afFtded anger or difdain with which hypocrites and 
coquets endeavour to impofe upon their admirers. Her 
iTiodeily revealM itfelf by an innocent blufh, which add- 
ed new beauty to her countenance, and her iinccrity in 
her anfvver confirn>'d phe idea my paiTion had already 
form'd of her good fcnfe and tendernefs. She told me 
that fo far from being difpleafed at the inclination I dif- 
covcrcd for her, fhe thahk'd heaven for it ; that, more 
jndiffercnt to marriage than was fuppos'd, fhe had gone 
to the eledion with reludance, but that fhe confefs'd my 
glances, and an emotion of heart ihe could not defcribc, 
had fufpended her indifference for fome time; that fhe 
wilird to be the happy perfon whom fate had defign'd 
for me ; that tjiis defire was vaftly pleafing, and that 
'twas with regret fhe faw herfelf loll to all hope ; but- 
that as fhe was no longer allow'd to entertain any, fhe on- 
ly refervcd fome fmaU prctenfion to my efteem and- 
friend (hi p. 

Tho' I had not before been conquer'd by her pharms, 
•r'" this noble and virtuous freedom would have won me to 
her for ever ; and therefore thought myfelf not oblig'd 
to be refcrv'd with a perfon of this charadler, or to em» 
ploy the little artifices with which vulgar lovers ufe to 
fuccccd in their amours. J inllantly rcfolved to difcover 
to licr not only all the fecrets of my own heart, biu even 
what my companions had concerted, and did not conceal 

Kier their murmurs or machinations. Jf j have been 
brtunate, faid I, as to merit a little of your efleem 
tre 1 was fo happy as to convcrfe with and know yoo, 

I 
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I have fome rcafon to fl:itter myfclf, that this declaration 
' of my love will not leffcn it. I now make to you iho 
oath I have fworn a thoufand times internally, never to 
love any perfon but you ; or in cafe I am not fo happy 
as to obtain your afFcftion, to abandon the whole kx. 
But why ihould J not hope you'll have (ome regard for 
me ? Are you not intirely the millrefi of my dclliny ? 
And to what purpofe is the decree of fortune, if yu:i do 
but declare in my favour ? In a word, *tis in your powir 
to grant me all that my heart defircs. Let me now fee 
whether the efteem you flatter'd me with ib fufficicnt to 

make you attempt any thing for my fake ? 1 his 

lovely woman was as prudent as (he wa^ beautiful and 
. modeft. She anlwer'd, that (he had explainM htrf.lf fi/- 
ficiently, to fhew that (he ihould think it a happliicfs lo 
be mine ; but then fhe faw fo litrle poflibility ot it, that 
there was no room to entertain the leaft hopes of it ; 
that (he was obliged to :\t\ with the utlnoll cautic:\ for 
the fake of her duty and honour, and that after lliC ckci- 
fion of fortune, and the confent wc had given lo it, flic 
faw no poffibility of reconciling them with love. J c«- 
fily anfwer'd this objeftion. 'J he conduft, faid I, of 
. your people, with regard to us, is unjuft and tyrannical ; 
ftnd 'tis a thing unpiecedcntcd to oblige men that aref 
free to marry women whom they cinnot love. ^ Hitherto 
indeed every thing has fccm'd voluntary ort our fidcj 
but then a falfe conflru£lion has been put on our inclina- 
tions, if what was only an cff«d\ of our prudence svm 
look'd upon as a mark of our confent. Wc did not op- 
pofe the eleflion, becaufe at the fame time that we were 
afraid of fomenting divifions in the colony, wc hop'd 
that fate would be fo propitious to us as to m:ikc us fa- 
tisfied with our lot. Unliappily it has dcxlaiM a^iinil 
us ; this is a misfortune that gii^cs us fome p.iin, as it 
may occafion uneaftnefR's ; but we are fo far from le- 
folving to comply with it, that we arc all rcfolvcd to re- 
cover that liberty we have been unjullly do priv'd of. 
What upright man would condemn fo equitable ar.d 
natural a rofulution? 1 therefore don't fee any tliing in 
my addreflls that any way interferes with your duty. 1 
S3 am 
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am in the fame cafe with a tender and paflionate lover 
who endeavours to gain the afiedlions of a woman he 
adores ; and as all my deiires are grounded on honour, 
70U may compleat my felicity without injuring either 
your honour or innocence. I then told her, in order 
that what I faid might make the greated impreflion, the 
Yeafons I had to think that her mother would not be 
clifpleafed at my paflion, and reprefented to her that ihe 
ihould not regard the cenfure of a few old men, and fome 
jealous rivals, if heaven and her mother did but indulge 
Ds their approbation. She agreed that what I faid wa* 
right, and was fo delighted with what I told her cod« 
cerning her mother, that ihe did not fc^ruple to tell mc 
at once fhe was ready to acquiefce with my wiihes, pro- 
vided her mother confented to it. As I did not intend to 
deceive her, I was fo frank as to tell her, that what I 
caird her mother^s approbation was to be received witk . 
fome redri^lions. I made her comprehend, that as her 
parent was bound by the political confiderations of re- 
fpe£l, ihe poi£bly might fcruple to grant us a dired coa- 
ient ; but then» faid I, I am certain fiie approves of it 
in her heart, and wifhes it may be fucceisftd. Juft ai I 
fpoke thefe words Mrs. Eliot happened to come into 
the room. Her prefence fuggeiled a little artifice whkk 
was of advantage to me ; and this was to get cunninglf 
from her own mouth, the coniirmation of what I had 
related with regard to her inclinations ; being fully pe^ 
iuaded by the anfwer her daughter had jufl before nudtt 
me, that the lead appearance of a dired approbation . 
would remove every obilacle. Alas! madam, faid I» 
with a melancholy tone as ihe came in, what have I done 
thst fate ihould exclude me from the pleaiing hope of 
calling you mother ? 'Tis only fince I faw Angelica that 
I have learnt to feel all my forrows ; I never ihall be eafy. 
■ I am as afflidled as you can be, replied Mrs. EM 
frankly : I believe you could have been very well pleafed 
with that little creature, fays ihe, pointing to her daugh« 
ter : She*s a very goodnatur'd girl, and 1 will be fovaiB 
as to fay, vrfy like myfelf. You would then, faid I, 
[ lave freely indulged her to ray wiihes ; and therefore I 
«xn oiily to accufc fortune, fmce I ihould have obtained 

your 
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your confcnt. Tho' thcfc cxprcffions were wholly 

the cffcti of art, I yet fpoke them with as much u'armth 
as tho' they had been fuggcftcd by nature, and was even 
melted to tears. Mrs. £/iot perceiving it, could not 
forbear weeping, when taking me by the hand, (he af- 
fur'd me Ihe could have hnzirded her life with pleafurtf 
to obtain me for her daughter's husband. This confclFion 
was all I defir'd ; upon which I changM the convcrlati- 
on, and deferred to another opportunity the making a 
proper ufe of what Jngelica had heard. I was not long 
without one j for the inchanting mriid faw into my whole 
defign, and as her heart was incapable of harbouring 
the lead diflimulation, fhe confefs'd that the innocnullr<>- 
tagem which love had prompted me to employ, ^r.ve 
her the higheft fatisfa^ion. 1 am, fays (he, with a moi^. 
charming franknefs, perfuaded of two things ; the hr.'t 
b, that you have a iincere afitflion for me 1 for to whan 
dfe can I afcribe this preference you give me over the 
reft of my companions, and what aficAs me flill more 
ii» that ardour, that emotion which I difcover in yon 
€very time you move towards me M judge of the im- 
palfes of your heart by thofe I feel in my own. More- 
over, fays (he, I don't doubt, from what my mother faid, 
bat (he approves your paffion in her own mind ; and I 
conceive at the fame that (he is obliged to obferve a ccr- 
ttin decorum, and therefore yon are not to expeft that 
Ihe will give you a more exprefs confent. But fuppofing. 
I need only be careful of my honour and duty, tell me, 
fays (he, blufhing at the fame time, what you-rcquire me 
to do, and how you think to make me your wife ? Thi» 
queilion threw me into the utmoft perplexity ; for, to 
confefs the truth, I had not yet thought of any expedi- 
ent to fatisfy a virtuous young woman. 1 depended on 
Gtf/fVs art and vivacity. This was to be delated in our 
firft interview ; 1 therc»fore was ohllg'd to own to my 
dear millrefs that I had not yetfix'd upon the expedient; 
but I affured her, that as I had as great a regard for her 
honour as (he hcrfelf could have, (he might depend up- 
on it I never would propofe any thing to her incon(illent 
with it. My companion:., (aid f, and myfelf, havetKc 
mof^ chaRc and innocent views. Y«'c 2L\t Vq lafc^x x.^'^i.- 
S 4 >^^' 
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ther, in order to take a common refolution on this im- 
portant article, and whatfoever it be, 'twill be as much 
the refult of love as of wifdom and virtue. I indeed 
waited for the day of our affcmbly with the utmoft im- 
patience. In this interval, decency obliged me to vifit 
fometimes the woman whom chance had appointed for 
jny wife ; but then the comparifon I made of her every 
vifit with the real obje£l of my affedlions, made me ftill 
fonder of the amiable Angelica. 1 was almofl continually 
in her company ; and as it was natural, fince I livM with 
Mrs. EHoty that I fhould be very familiar with her daugh- 
ters, no great notice could be taken of my addrcHTes. I 
daily found, that how violent foever a lover may ima- 
gine his flame is, yet this paflion is ever increafing ; for 
the lafi moments I fpent with Angelica were always the 
moft delightful : I difcover'd new charms in her every 
moment, and what compleated my fatisfadion was, that 
I did not endeavour more aiHduoufly to convince her of 
my fmcerity, than fhe did to ihew me that (he had the 
deeped fenfe of the obligations ihe owed me for it. 

The time for our conference being come, my com- 
panions met as punctually as I did : We had thought pro- 
per not to be feen together fome days before, in order 
that our meeting might not be fufpedled. This caution 
was very neceffary, as we had to do with fo many 
fufpicious old men, who had nothing elfe to do but to 
watch us i wherefore we were vafUy pleas'd at this op- 
portunity we had of meeting together, and difcourfing as 
we fhould think proper. 'Twould have been an agree- 
able fight for an indifierent perfon to have feen the con- 
fufion we were in at our firft greeting, every one being 
eager to fpeak, and to give an account of the pofture 
cf his affairs. At lafl we all told our (lory : Not one 
of us had complain'd of love, for all our millrefiTes prov'd 
kind, but with this difference perhaps, that fome had 
comply'd Jefs out of efleem for their lovers, than from 
the I'trong inclination they had to put on the marriage- 
fetters." However, we all feemed to be equally well I'a- 
tisfy'd, felflove perfuading us that weow*d our conquefls 
to- our merit. Tht bufinefs was to give a happy iiliie 
/o fo good a beginning, and fevcral methods were pro- 
posed. 
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pob'd, all which were a long time debated upon : 'I'hat 
of addrefling our grievances in a body to iliC colony, 
was rejedlcd as too uncertain ; for our nii&fortunc \Mjjld 
have been irremediable, had the old men been let into 
our dcfigns, and refiib'd their coni'cnc. That of leaving 
the ifland, and carrying off our millrefTes, was alfo \ou\Cd 
upon as dangcrou^, though Gt/i» hinifclf made the nio- 
*tion. We fhould have run great hazards, not only in 
the methods \vc ftiould have been obi ig\l to employ to 
elude the vigilance of the inhabitanib, and icizc upc)a 
the barks ; but liill greater in the flight itlelf, whicii we 
could not pretend to attempt, without a pilot through the 
wide ocean, as we were wholly ignorant of navigation. 
However, Gelin infilled flrongly on this lad propofal. 
*7'will, fays he, beaseafy for us to leave the ifland as 
to aflemble here fecrctly ; we'll meet on the flrand in the 
night-time ; and as for the chains by which the barks 
are held, we may eafily force them away. Wc vvon*c 
run them into the fea till day-break, and I don*t fee 
why we fliould not find out the ifland of St. Helena as 
well as Mr. Drington did. This argument had no n^an- 
iicr of weight with us. To judge by the event, poflibly 
we might better have followed it ; but we then looked 
npon it as a rafh undertaking, not to mention that wc 
did not think ourfelves fo iecure of our millrefTes as to 
dare make them fo odd a propofal as that of abandoning 
their parents and friends, and flying away with us. The 
third propofal was, that we fhould marry privately. G^- 
iift, who alfo proposed this, .reprefented to us the ne- 
ceffity of it with fo much art and eloquence, that wc 
rcjcfted the two former, and were oblig'd to confcfs 
*t\vas the only propofal that was fcafible. 'Ihe mcJl 
fcar'ul among us ilartcd fome other difficulties ; but thcivj 
were over rulM by the llrong relolution we had of in- 
dulging our piiflion. How far foever the old men and the 
flighicJ maids might cairy their refcntments, we at leall 
fuppobM that they would never once harbour a thought of 
taking our minrcffes from us, after they had once rccci\t d 
pur plighted faith, and they themfclveii fhould h;ivc :il- 
iow*d us the liberty of marrying. 'Ihis iTopoflil at la It 

• prevaird> 
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^rcvail'd, fo that all now remained was, to get our mi- 
fireifes to confent, and this depended on our manage- 
ment. We fcarce doubted of the fuccefs of it ; for 'twas 
not probable they would long demur, when their ibecom- 
panions fhould fet them fo good an example. Numbers 
give courage, and thofc who boaft the greateft Vifdom 
are incapable of withftanding the attacks of love, when 
they think they have hit upon reafons to juftify them- 
felves. "" 

This important deliberation being ended in this man- 
ner, we parted full of the moft agreeable hopes. Jtigi' 
iica gave me an opportunity the very next day of ex- 
plaining myfelf to her, in order that fhe might hear the 
refult of our conference. I did not dHguife any part of 
it : You are fincere, faid I, and therefore your anfwers I 
tnuft be decifive. Remember that the expedient I pro- 
pofe to you is the only one that can make mc your's for 
ever, 'lis fuch an expedient as virtue cannot condemn^ 
and if you liften but ever fo little to love, you'll find it 
a very eafy one. What, (aid I, will be wanting to make 
our union holy and lawful ? You know what it is that 
the effence of marriage confifts in ; 'tis not in a vain 
ceremony, but in the gift of the heart, and the oaths and 
promifes which accompany it. Five couple of lovers (hall 
be witnefles of ours, to whom we'll do the fame fervicc 
they require of us, and who fhall be engag'd by felf in- 
tereft to atteft the truth of our vows. The fole reafoD, 
faid J, of my mentioning thefe motives is, merely to re- 
move all fcruples, which honour and the leaft -fhadow of 
fear might fugged 3 for the chief inducement to engage 
your confent fhould owe itfelf to the tendernefs and vio- 
lence of my flame. She anfwer'd, that as we had em- 
ploy 'd feme time before we had made this refolution, I 
could not take it ill if fhe herfelf alfo defir'd time to re- 
volve thefe things in her own mind ; that fhe indeed fore- 
faw that her conclufions would be agreeable to my defires ; 
but that whatever flep I might engage her to take, fhe 
yet would throw in one condition, without which fhe 
believ'd it impoflible to gratify both our wilhes with con- 
venience ; that fhe defired her mother might be informed 
0f our marriage^ at leaft as foon as it was concladed ; 

and 



Mr. Clevelakd. 103 

And that (he thought it would be proper for me to ac- 
quaint her with it firft. I promiled to comply exadllyr 
with all (he defired. ^Tis, (aid I, in your happiticfs on* 
ly that mine can be found ; thus my whole attention will 
be to make you content and happy, by doing always 
whatever you ihall defire. She was fo much aifctted 
with my paiTionate expreiTions, that (he confbfsM before 
our coDvcrfation ended, that Aie (hould come to a fpecdy 
refolution. 

Lo V £ was equally propitious to the red of my com- 
.|>anion8. At the third confultation, we found, after each 
man had given an account of the progrefs he had made, 
that we might all rely on oar miftreifes aftbdlions. We 
were to enjoy our liberty about a month longer ; but as 
we were eager to gratify our wi(he6, we refolved to make 
ftll pofiible difpatch. 'Twas now the mod beautiful fca- 
ibn of the year. We pitched upon the night follow- 
ing for the folemnization of our amorous myfteries ; 
«iid the place being mentioned, we thought none was 
lietter adapted to our purpofe than that we were then af- 
/embled in. 'Twas a beantifbl meadow, furrounded with 
ft thicket, about a hundred yards from the Town, if I 
jnay fo call it. We agreed that every one (hould bring 
thither about midnight the dear object of his aflR^iona. 
The day before was to be employM in our miftreffes fer- 
Tice, and in aflifling them to deal away from their re- 
•fpedive habitations. Angelkm trembled when I told her 
we were fo near the moment which was to crown our 
felicity. I had now fome new druggies to combat with, 
and a few flight objedtions to obviate ; but love flood my 
friend on thefe occafions, and immediately removM all 
the difiiculties which my amiable miflrefs ftnrted ; fo that 
AngtUca promifcd to be ready to follow me at mid- 
night. 

And now the wifh'dfor hour was come. All was 
calm and hufh in the colony, fix couple of happy lovers 
excepted, whofe felicity was juft approaching. I waited . 
for Angelica at the flrect-door, which I had openM foftly. 
She did not make me wait long ; but Gods f with what rap- 
tures did I fee her appear ,and look round for me with a fear- 
ful and confus'd eye I I difcovered myfclf, and receiving 
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■ her for the firft time with open arms, I claspM her with 
a rapturous embrace. We flew to the meadow in an in- 
ilant, where part of our companions were got with their 
xnillrefTes. The moon feem'd to fhine with unufual 
brightnefs, and as tho' it was delighted to behold a 
Aght worthy the attention of heaven and earth ; and 
by an efied of the exquifite iatis^dion of my heart, 
which diffused itfelf in fome meafure over all nature, I 
never found the air fo foft, or the verdure fo beautiful 
.as it was all the rell of that charming night. 

As foon as our little company were got together, G^ 
lift, who had aiTum'd fome iuperiority over us, by his de- 
cifive air and great volubility of tongue, harangued, in 
a very agreeable manner, on the ceremony which was 
going to begin. He firfl; gave thanks to love and for- 
tune, in the name of the a&mbly ; when, talking more 
.in the chriitian flyle, he expatiated on the duties of the 
.marriage flate with ^ much eloquence as the moft Sble 
preacher could have done. We all applauded his dif- 
courfe^ when he read a kind of oath, which he had drawn 
up, the terms of which were fo very ftrong and binding, 
that, abftradled from the great love we had for our fair- 
ones, made us for ever theirs : It was admirably well 
adapted to check inconftancy, and prevent diAaile, tho* 
we were to cohabit a thoufand years with tiiem. We all 
repeated it one after another, and our miftreiTes, or ra- 
ther brides, did the fame after us. The whole ceremo- 
ny was performed with the utmoft decency ; what there- 
fore was wanting to make this a holy and folemn 
marriage ?' Heaven, no doubt, approv'd of it, for wc 
had taken flrid care not to a£t in oppofition to its dic- 
tates. Neverthelefs, a fet of men were.fo barbarous and 
ur.jull, as to look upon this union as facrilegious ; and 
dillblved ties which ought to be as immortal by their na- 
ture, as they fhould be by our inclination. I can never 
rcflcdl on this delicious night, without admiring that 
my heart, which was then lufceptible of fo much joy, 
could afterwards be oppreffed with grief and defpair ! 
liC-avcns ! how unaccountable is the fudden tranlition 
from the moll exquifite felicity to the extremes of mi- 
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Every inftant of this lovely night was diflinguidied 
r a tranfport ; we fpent it in the arms of our dear 
Ives. How fwift did the moments Ry ! fiut alas I *twas 
e grcatcft imprudence in us, not to fufpc6l its being fo 
acting. Daylight now broke in upon us, when wc 
und too late, that we had for fomc time taken the light 
' the fun for that of the moon. There was no one 
nong us but was fenfible of the danger to which wc 
id expofed ourielves, which was rtill more to be apprc- 
snded upon our wives account ; for it was neceflhry they 
ould all flip into their houfcs unperceivM ; but this was 
Hrceiy pradlicabte. We already heard the inhabitants, 
ho were coming out of their houfes, and fear made us 
link they were going to look for their daughters ; upon 
hich wc held a council for a few moments. Several of 
,y companions were of opinion, that wc fhould all re- • 
trn home together, without the lead ceremony, and tell 
1 we met with that we were married : 1 his, fay they, 
c (hall one day be obliged to do ; let us therefore take 
lis opportunifv, fi nee we caru;;,>t extricate ourfelves any 
ther way. Our brides oppos'd this refolution out oi' fear 
ftd balhiUlnels, fancying that they would inevitably be 
Kpoi'd to a certain Ihamc, in cafe it (hould be known 
lat they had been catch'd in fome mcafure in the fafl. 
lotwithlbnding they confeffed that they mull be obliged 
nc time or other to reveal their marringe, they yet 
rifhM it might be done by degrees, and fo as not to ex- 
ofe them to raillery/ thinking they had nothing elfc 
) dread ; which wasalfo our opinion. To fatibfy them, 
re agreed that they (hould go to the village, when in 
ife they could not fteal into their houfes unperceiv'd, 
liey then (hould invent fome ftory, in order to excufe 
heir flaying abroad all night. I can't conceive what 
xcufe they could have hit upon, but the moment as 
hey were leaving us, after having tenderly embrac'J, wc 
py*d die minillcr of the colony advancing towards us 
vith feveral old men. They were come only to take the 
Jr, but the fight of fix of their daughters, whom ihey 
aw in our company, and fome of them in our arms, 
buck them with fear and aftonifhmcnt. They walked 
n as faft as their age would give theia leave. V^-^^ 
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prompted as firft to fly, and to ran childiihiy behind the 
trees ; but we coniider d that this was declaring oorTelves 
guilty. Ge/in again proposed that we ihould go and de- 
clare our marriage, but in vain ; and *twas alfo difap- 
prov*d by our wives. Upon this, faid I, we are all an- 
done, in cafe we are difconcerted : Liften to me, I'll 
undertake to manage thea&ir. The minifter mud cer- 
tainly have feen us, but then J don't believe he was able 
to know how many we were exadlly. Two of us, faid 
I, fhall fquat down, and creep along 'till they get to % 
the trees. Upon which I made two of them do {o, and 
bid them hide as well as they could. And now, (aid 
I, to thereH, let us and our wives go up to the mini- 
fler. We'll tell them, that as we were walking in the 
air this morning, we happened to meet with them by 
meer chance; he'll not have the leaft notion that we 
met in an amorous way, when he Cees more men than 
women. They all applauded my expedient. It happen- 
ed very luckily that the grafs was high enough to 
hide our two companions, for the minifler and his com- 
pany were not above forty yards from us. We went op 
to them, and as we were going I deiired Gelin, who ex- 
prefTed himfelf with greater fluency than I did, to fpeak 
as I had advis'd him to do. He accordingly did fo, 
and with fo unconcerned an ^r, that they feem'd to be- 
lieve him. Neverthelefs, as they were returning to the 
village with us, they put on fuch a ferious countenance 
as furprized me very much ; for I did not fuppofe that 
they had feen us embrace, or fufpeded that Gelim had 
told them a dory. Several of the inhabitants feem'd to 
take a particular notice of our coming in a body ; but the 
minifter's being along with us fecur'd us from calumny. 

We all took leave of him with a pretty indifferent 
air, when the five wives of my companions went home, 
and I did not hear whither their abfence had been per- 
ceiv'd, or what reception they met with. As for myfelf, 
who had the fame way to go as my wife, I concerted 
with her what excufe we ftiould employ to fatisfy her mo- 
ther. What occaiion, faid J, have we to ufe any fcni« 
pits ? You know what we agreed upon, and what I 
vrojDifed at your owik ie<\\ieft. l^U detain your mother 

NCWlft 
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whilft you're going to your chamber, when I'll acquaint 
her at once with our mutual paiTion and our marriage. 
We have no occafion to be afraid of her ; (he loves us, 
and therefore her anger will neither laA long, or be vio- 
lent. I am not afraid, fays my dear partner, upon my 
own account ; but I have a foreboding that fomething 
finilier will happen to you. I cou'd wi(h that I only 
were to fufier by it. The tone of voice with which fhe 
utter'd thefe words, chill'd the blood in my veins, when 
I flopt and fix'd my eyes^ AedhlXly upon her. Gods I 
laid I, what is it you declare to me, and wherefore 
thefe words ? She continued for fome time without mak< 
ing me any anfwer, but as I urg'd her to fpeak, fhe 
begg*d me to pardon her for having concealed from me 
t thing fhe had heard the night before. Yeflerday, fays 
flie, after we had talk'd together, my filler told me that 
the minifler had made my mother a viiit ; that they had 
difcourfed together along time witli great warmth, and 
that (he had an opportunity of lillning to part of their 
converfation. Tho' (he did not hear it diflindlly, (he yet 
found by certain expreffions the minifler ufed, that he 
complain'd of your indifference for that perfon whom 
&te had allotted for your wife ; and afcrib'd it to the in- 
clination he fancied you had for my (ider or me. My 
mother protefted (he knew nothing of the matter : But 
this imperious and paffionate man, who commands the 
refped of the colony, anfwer'd, that 'twas a matter 
which concern'd her highly ; when going away, he bid 
her remember what had happen'd to Gmton. This, fays 
JwgeUca, is a (lory capable of terrifying all fuch husbands 
as prefume to z€t contrary to their duty. Mr. Guitott was 
one of the chief men of our colony ; every one had the 
utmoft efleem for him, becaufe abdraded from his per- 
fonal merit, he was fon to the mayor of Rochel/e, who 
govern'd during the fiege, and fignaliz*d himfelf by an 
extraordinary love for religion, fiut having the ill for- 
tune to be furpriz'd in a love-intrigue with another man's 
wife, he was fentenced to be thrown into the fea with 
kts love, before the whole colony ; and it was accordingly 
mcuted. All the old men thought them(c\v«% Oc^Xv^^ \5^ 
suite Jum^n example, in order to make i^e WxA^^ ^^^- 
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lock inviolable. " Tho' this ftory, fays my wife, made . 
thedeepeft impreffion on me, I yet did not think pro- 
per to acquaint you with it ; not only becaufe you might 
have perfuaded me, that our engagement is not contrary 
to juftice, and confequently, that we are not in the fame 
cafe with Guitm ; but from a ftronger motive which I am 
not afhamed to own to you, I mean the great love I 
have for you. I neceflarily muft be under fome appre- 
henfions that your's will grow colder, by the dread it 
may fill you with, I am, fays fhe, more fearful to day 
than I was yefterday. I know not whether 'twas our ^ 
meeting the minifter that makes me fo uneafy, or whe- 
ther, as I am now your's, I am, therefore, more afraid 
of lofing yon ; but methinks, my. heart tells me fecretly, 
that fome evil will happen to you. Wou'd to heaven ' 
that my uneaiinefs may be vain, or at leaft, that the evil' 
may light upon me only. 

As 1 was troubled at the beginning of this difcourfe 
the conclufion of it eas'd me. I confider'd only the ten- 
der and amiable part of it, and affur'd my wife that I " 
ihould love her eternally for it. Mr. Guitonh ftory, faid 
I, is very different from ours. If you had told it me 
yefterday, and the minifter's threatning yifit, it would 

' have made as little impreffion upon me as it does now. 
You love me, do you not ? You don't repent of what 
you have done for me, and are refolv'd to be true to 
your engagements fo long as life ihall laft? Let the mi- 
nifter complain and threaten if he will, we are not his 
(laves. As for the evils you fear, I don't think heaven 
is preparing any for us, fince we have not defervM them ; 
and in cafe men fhould refolve to injure us, they poflibljr 
may not find it an eafy matter ; and depend upon it 
their malice ftiall not eafily reach you. I am indeed 
much eafier and more refolute fince our marriage than 
I was before. Angelica was' mine, fo that my wifhes 
were indulg'd ; nor had I any fears; for befides the 
ftrength of our bands, which I thought it would be im- 
poflible for the minifter or the colony to break, I- felt 
myfelf infpir'd with fo much courage as would enable 

me to defend mine and my wife's privileges. 
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much fcverity againd his own family, he fliouIJ cmplry 
much greater agninll thofc who nioulJ fwervc never lo 
little from their duty. I don't doubt, fays Mrs. Z/Vj/, 
but he hinted at one of my daughters when he threatened 
in this manner. The improbability to me there was 
yefterday that fuch a fcene would have been a^lcd lall 
night as J find there has been, prevented me irom charge 
ing my daughters to be more circumfpert than ever in 
iheir condudl. The w;7 is done, and we are thereby 

cxpofed to the utmoft refentment of our miniller. 

Alas! dear mother, faid J, interrupting her, what name 
is that you give to the moft facred ties that ever were 
made ? you call it an ^/7, and I defy the miniiler ever 

to prove any thing guilty in it. 1 confefs, fays fhe, 

that as you have proceeded in it, it deferves a better 
name, and I will therefore look upon your marriage as 
holy and lawful ; but you don't know what it is to be 
the objed of an ecclefiaftic's hatred, and are unacquainted 
with the character of our parfon in particular. Depend 
opon't, fays (he, he'll fet every engine at work to de- 
ftroy us. 

I MUST confefs that the hearing her talk in this man- 
ner, and recolledling the great obligations by which fhe 
had bound me, I could not forbear breaking into a vio- 
lent pa (lion : He dcdroy us I faid I, he.fliould not live 
% moment longer could I think he harboured the leaft 
thought of that kind. Don't be afraid, madam, faid J,, 
tho' there are but fix of us, I yet believe we are capa- 
ble of making a greater number dread us. We'll do 
ourfelves juftice, fincc we are forc'd to it ; and be aiTur'd 
that we won't do any thing that fhall prejudice you. ■ 
I was going to my companions, in order to encourage 
them to (land up in their own defence ; but Mrs. Eliot 
feeing me in fuch a paiTion, defir'd me to flay a little till 
I was cooler. I then defir'd her to give orders for jin^ 
ge/ica^s bdng call'd, whom I defir'd to prcfent to her 
mother. She came in with an air of conRifion. Come,. 
deareft creature, faid I, come and thank the kindefl of 
mothers, who forgives us for marrying without her 
confei^t ; *twas fhe only we had reafon to dread ; but hct 
goodnefs is not to be parallelled by any thing, except the 
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whereof her daughter had heard only a part. That 
haughty and imperious clergyman was exafperated a- 
gainlt me for a particular reafos, the woman whom 
chance had allotted for my wife being his brother^s daugh- 
ter. She had told him, and he htmfelf might poflibly 
hav« taken notice, that I had difcoverM very little love 
when I vifited her ; and indeed it would have been im-i 
poffible for me to court a woman, who, to my eye, was 
a v-ery difagreeable creature, tho* I had not been fo very 
^nd of the charming^iv^^/rVa. I had vifited the former very 
ieldom, and. lefs than X ought to have done, for my 
(Qwn fake and that of decency. The minifter, who waa. 
yfery fond of his niece, looking upon my indifierence as 
a mark of contempt and averfion, was prodigioufly net- 
tled ; and as we are always blind, to the iniperfefiions of 
thofe we love, he had not afcribM my coldnefs fo much, 
to the ill qualities of his niece, as to my bad tafte. As 
£ us*d to day whole days together at Mrs. Eiict^i without 
iHrring out, he fuppos'd that nothing but love could be 
the motive of it, and then calling to mind the great tef- 
timonies of friendfhip that good woman had difoover^d 
for me on all occafions, and her civility in oBnring me 
her houfe 'till fuch time as one ihould be provided for 
mCf. he was perfuaded that fhe indulged the pafiion I mnft 
certainly have for one of her daughters. Tfaefe were 
the circumftances which had brought him to her houfe,. 
and' made him fo angry. Mrs. EIrof at firft anfwerM his 
leproaches with great coolnefs ;. but he afterwards broke, 
into certain injurious expreflions ihe could notbear, and. 
therefore had anfwerM him in a very iharp manner. In 
a- word, Mrs. EHoti to defend the honour of her. daugh- 
ters, told him, that Oie had given them fo virtuous an 
education that there was no fear they would ever ad as Gmi- 
ton's miflrefs had done. Now who fhould this woman be, 
who had been thrown into the fee with her lover, but 
the miniiler's fifler-in-law, his niece*s mother. An ec- 
clefiaftic feldom pardons an outrage of this nature : He 
had led Mrs. E/iot, at his going away, to recoiled that 
he had firil given his voice to have his fifier-in-law put 
to death, for an example to the whole colony ; and he 
jgrote&ei with an oath, that as he. had aded wiih fo 
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much fcverity againft his own family, he fhoulJ employ 
much greater againfl tliofc who nioulJ fwcrvc ncvci to 
little from their duty. I (lon*t doubt, fays Mrs. L/uf, 
but he hinted at one of my daughters when Jic threatened 
in this manner. The improbability to me there was 
yefterday that fuch a fccnc would have been a^U-d lall 
night as J find there has been, prevented me irom charg- 
ing my daughters to be more circumfpe^l than ever in 
their condudl. The evil is done, and we are thereby 

expofed to the utmoft refentmcnt of our miniftcr. 

Alas! dear mother, fnid ], interrupting her, what name 
is that you give to the moft facrcd ties that ever were 
made? you call it an evil, and I defy the miniller ever 

to prove any thing guilty in it. 1 confefs, fays fhe, 

that as you have proceeded in it, it deferves a better 
name, and I will therefore look upon your marriage as 
holy and lawful ; but you don*t know what it is to be 
the objed of an ecclefiaftic's hatred, and arc unacquainted 
with the character of our parfon in particular. Depend 
. opon't, fays (he, he*ll fet every engine at work to de- 
ftroy us. 

I MUST confefs that the hearing her talk in this man- 
ner, and recolledling the great obligations by which fhe 
had bound me, I could not forbear breaking into a vio- 
lent paflion : HedcdroyusI faid I, he.fliould not live 
a moment longer could I think he harboured the leaft 
thought of that kind. Don^t be afraid, madam, faid J,, 
tho' there are but fix of us, I yet believe we are capa- 
ble of making a greater number dread us. We'll do 
ourfelvcs juilicc, fince we are forcM to it ; and be aiTurM 
that we won't do any thing that fhall prejudice you.— — 
I was going to my companions, in order to encourage 
them to iiand up in their own defence ; but Mrs. Eiiot 
feeing me in fuch a paifion, defir'd me to fl:ay a little till 
I was cooler. I then defir'd her to give orders for jh- 
gf/ica*s bdng calPd, whom I defir'd to prcfent to her 
mother. She came in with an air of confufion. Come,, 
deareft creature, faid I, come and thank the kindeft of 
mothers, who forgives us for marrying without her 
confei^t ; ^was fhe only we had reafon to dread \ buit Let 
goodncfs is not to be paraUelPd by zxc^ "ixc^^ ^iwcc^v"^^ 
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malice of herei^mies. I thank heaven that they are 
ours at the fame time; and mechinks 1 bind myfelf to 
you as ftrongiy by the oaths I have made to defend and 
revenge you, as by that I have taken to love you eter- 
nally. Mrs. Eliot was extremely kind upon this occafion. 
She intreated me to calm my tranfports, and not to dis- 
cover my refentments *till fuch time as theparfon Ihouldgo 
about to put his threats in execution. Then, faid ihe, I (hall 
exert myfelf to the utmoft for both your fakes. She then env- 
brac'd her daughter, fhedding afewtears at the fame time. 
She faid, that indeed fhe ihould never have confented to 
our marriage in cafe we had askM it ; but that fince pro- 
videiK:e had orderM matters fo happily, fhe could not 
but exprefs the fatis^dion it. now gave her. However, 
faid fhe, I am far from being eafy in my mind ; and I 
apprehend fo many dreadful confequences, either from 
the parfon and our old men, who will not fail of con- 
demning the fleps you have taken ; or from you and your 
companions, who very poflibly will oppofe the meafures 
they intend to take,, and ufe you in a cruel manner, that 
I cannot forbear fhuddering when I think of your im- 
pending fate. I again afTur'd her, that whatever might 
be the event, fhe fl^ould not be exposM to the lead dan- 
ger fo long as I fhould be able to defend her. 

-Whilst I was endeavouring to encourage her in this 
manner, and dividing my tendernefs between my good 
mother-in-law and my dear wife, word was brought me 
that a fervant of the minifler^s defired to fpeak with 
jne. I was going to fend him back without hearing 
what he had to fay, but Mrs. Eliot advisM me to the con< 
trary. The fervant told me that his mailer wanted to 
fpeak with me that inflant at his houfe. Poflibly in the 
pafTion I was in I fhould have refuiTd to go, had I not 
confiderM that I might poflibly hear fomething in this vi- 
£t that might be of advantage to us, and upon that I 
went thither ; and being come, was carried to a parlour^ 
where I was very much furprized to find the refl of my 
companions. They told me that the miniller had fent 
for them alfo, and as we were alone, I acquainted them 
with what I had heard fronv Mts, Efiot, ?jvd hinted the 
confequences they were to dray^mtiiit^^^ Vi ^^xsySsX^i^^ 



A/r. Cleveland. 2x3 

from the circumilances (he had informM me of. Mrs* 
Elot, faid I, is a woman of great wifdom and cxpc« 
rlence ; flic trembles for her daughter and myfelf, and 
le})end upon't that *tis not without caufe; nor is there 
iny evil can bcfal ils on this occafion but you mull be in- 
volvM in it ; when I therefore mention my interefl to 
jfou, I believe yours mud be infeparable from it. I'hcy 
ill anfwered, that I need not mention any other motives 
than thofe of friendfliip to engage them to defend both 
mine and my wife's caufe; not to mention, that ns we 
hid mutually embarked in one afEiir, we mull confc- 
]aently be bound by one common interefl. Saying this:, 
we engaged ourfelves that indant, by the moil dreadful 
Baths, to lland by each other to the lad drop of our blood. 
As I had fird proposed this new confederacy, and they 
called to mind the fervice I had done them in the mea- 
low, they chofe me for their head, and nominated Gc/in 
my afiidant; and this being done, they took a fredi oath 
to obey us implicitly in all things which fhould relate to 
Dur common intered, and that of our wives ; and this was 
lone in an indant. 

But now the minider came in. I gazM upon him with 
Dyes glowing with rage and indignation, for I abhorred 
both his perfon and behaviour. He addrefsM himfelf 
to me fird, thinking that the late fcene was of my con- 
triving. The whole colony, faid he, is very much dif- 
guded at your behaviour. *Tisa thing unheard of among 
Diy for people of your age, who are already bound by 
tbe mod holy promifes, to wives whom providence itfclf 
has allotted you, to walk out in the night-time with per- 
Tons of another fex. As this has given the utmod fcan- 
iaU we are refolved not to let it pafs unccnfured. We 
ire not ^fily impos'd upon by fiftitious dories : Where 
had you been this morning, faid he to me with a fevere 
voice, when I met you with a company of young women ; 
women lod to all fenfe of modedy ? 

The fliort but warm converfation I had jud before 
had with my companions, and that I had with Mrs. E/iot, 
left the dronged impredions upon me ; fo that I mud 
^onfefs that I was not cool enough to 2liv(v4^x iVv^Wv^'^V) 
mdioa with temper and modcmion, "^Yw^xi v^^ ^^^"^ 
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came into the iiland, faid I to him in a no lefs angry 
tone, we julUy imagined that all the privileges which the 
inhabitants enjoy, would be indulged us, and efpecially 
the two principal ones, I mean liberty and equality. In 
cafe we do acknowledge any fuperiority here over us, 
'tis not that of a private perfon, whole only office is to 
read prayers in church, but that of the general afTembly of 
the colony only. I would therefore, Sir, faid I, advife 
you to lay afide that haughty and imperious air, which 
becomes you worfe than any other perfon : We'll give 
an account of our adlions to thofe who are intpowerM 
to enquire into them. Thefe words quite difconcerted the 
miniftcr's pride ; however, after a moment's filencc he re- 
covered. Don't fall into a miftake, faid he, the' I don't 
aiTume any authority in this place, I yet declare to yoa 
that I fpeak the fentiments of the whole colony, and in 
their name I again ask you where you had been this 
morning ? As he was fo very urgent, and fearing to pre- 
judice our matters in cafe I refus'd to anfwer ; I then re- 
iblved to put an end to the aflFair, by telling him at once 
that we were married : Upon which I look'd upon my 
companions, to prepare them for what they were going 
to hear, in order that they ftiould fee I did not do any 
thing imprudently and without refleftion; aftenvards 
turning about to the minifter : Learn then, fays I to him 
with an eafy and refpedlful behaviour, what you feem fo 
very defirous of knowing: We are born free, and there- 
fore nothing fecmed fo unjuft or fo ill-contriv'd as that 
odious ceremony of calling lots for wives ; neither an 
Engli/hman nor a Frenchman can fufFer their hearts to be 
tyrannized over in this manner. We have had recourfe 
to our native privileges, and therefore have ourfelves 
made choice of the mod tender, the mofl amiable wo- 
men for our wives ; women who will hereafter divide oar 
pleafures and pains, and adminider frcfh delights to us 
in this calm and innocent feat. 'Twould have been impof- 
fible for us to be happy without them, and as we were af- 
fur'd that felicity would attend upon us when we were 
brought hither, we hope we (hall be fofler'd to enjoy' 
whit only can make ui \iZ'^Yi • ^^''vw^ ^^^A thefe 
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uch fcverity againd his own family, he flioulJ employ 
uch greater agninil tliofc who Hiould fwcrvc ncvci io 
tie from their duty. I don't doubt, fays Mrs. Z//j/, 
It he hinted at one of my daughters when he threaton*d 
this manner. The improbability to me there was 
sfterday that fuch a fcenc would have been a^lcd lall 
ght as J find there has been, prevented me irom charg- 
g my daughters to be more circumfpe^l than ever in 
eir conduct. The eatil is done, and we are thereby 
cpofed to the utmoft refentmcnt of our miniftcr. 
las! dear mother, faid ], interrupting her, what name 
that you give to the moft facred ties that ever were 
ade? you call it an evil, and I defy the minifter ever 

' prove any thing guilty in it. 1 confefs, fays fhe, 

tat as you have proceeded in it, it deferves a better 
ime, and I will therefore look upon your marriage as 
3ly and lawful ; but you don't know what it is to be 
e objed of an ecclefiaftic's hatred, and are unacquainted 
ith the character of our parfon in particular. Depend 
>on't, fays (he, he'll fet every engine at work to de- 
roy us. 

I MUST confefs that the hearing her talk in this man- 

tr, and rccollefting the great obligations by which fhe 

ad bound me, I could not forbear breaking into a vio- 

(nt paflion : He dcdroy us I faid I, he.fliould not live 

moment longer could I think he harboured the leaft 

aought of that kind. Don't be afraid, madam, faid J,. 

fto' there are but fix of us, I yet believe we arc capa- 

le of making a greater number dread us. We'll do 

urfelves juftice, fince we are forc'd to it ; and be aiTur'd 

hat we won't do any thing that fhall prejudice you. ■ 

was going to my companions, in order to encourage 

hem to (land up in their own defence ; but Mrs. Eliot 

eeing me in fuch a paiTion, defir'd me to flay a little till 

was cooler. I then defir'd her to give orders for Jn- 

'f/ica's bdng call'd, whom I defir'd to prcfent to her 

nother. She came in with an air of connifion. Come,. 

leareft creature, faid I, come and thank the kindell of 

nothers, who forgives us for marrying without her 

»>nfei^t ; 'twas fhe only we had reafon to dread ; but hct 

[oodncfa is not to be paralleird by any thing, except the 



2 1 a The Life of 

whereof her daughter had heard only a part. That 
haughty a^id imperious clergyman was exafperated a- 
gainlt me for a particular reafos, the woman whom 
chance had allotted for my wife being his brother's daugh- 
ter. She had told him, and he himfelf might poflibly 
hav« taken notice, that I had difcover'd very little love 
when I vifited her ; and indeed it would have been im-i 
poffible for roe to court a woman, who, to my eye, was 
a v-ery difagreeable creature, tho* I had not been fo very 
^nd of the ch&Tming Jfigilka, I had vifited the former very, 
ieldom, and. lefs than X ought to have done, for my 
(Qwn fake and that of decency. The minifter, who was. 
very fond of his niece, looking upon my indifierence as 
a mark of contempt and averuon, was prodigiouily net- 
tied ; and as we are always blind: to the imperfedions of 
ihofe we love, he had not afcribM my coldnefs fo much, 
to. the ill qualities of his niece, as to my bad tafle. As 
£ us*d to day whole days together at Mrs. Eiiot'^s without 
iHrring out, he fuppo&*d that nothing but love could be 
the motive of it, and then calling to mind the great tef- 
timonies of friendship that good woman had difcover^d 
for me on all occafions, and her civility in oflnring me 
lier houfe 'till fuch time as one ihould be provided for 
3&e^ he was perfuaded that (he indulged the paflu)n I mnft 
certainly have for one of. her daughters. Thefe were 
the circumftances which had brought him to her houfe,. 
and' made him fo angry. Mrs. EJhi at firft anfwer'd his 
leproaches with great coolneiis ;■ but he afterwards broke, 
into certain injurious expreflions ihe could not- bear, and. 
therefore had anfwer'd him in a very (harp manner. In 
a- word, Mrs. EHoti to defend the honour of her. daugh- 
ters, told him,, that Oie had given them fo virtuous an. 
education that there was no fear they would ever ad as Gut' 
ton*s miilrefs had done. Now who fhould this woman be, 
who had been thrown into the fee with her lover, but 
the minifter's fifter-in-law, his niece's mother. An ec- 
clefiaftic feldom pardons an outrage of this nature : He 
had led Mrs. E/sot, at his going away, to recoiled that 
lie had firil given his voice to have his fifier-in-law put 
to death, for an example to the whole colony ; and he 
jrotc&Qd mth an oath| that as he. had ad<d widb fo 

nucli 
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much fcverity againft his own family, he (houIJ employ 
much greater againft tliofc who fliouU fwcrvc never Ici 
little from their duty. I don't doubt, fays Mrs. £7/j/, 
but he hinted at one of my daughters wiien he threatened 
in this manner. The improbability to me there was 
yeikrday that fuch a fcenc would have been a^lcd lalt 
night as J find there has been, prevented me irom charg- 
ing my daughters to be more circumfpe6l than ever in 
their condudl. The e<vil is done, and we are thereby 
expofed to the utmoft refentment of our minifter. 
Alas! dear mother, faid I, interrupting her, what name 
is that you give to the moft facred ties that ever were 
made ? you call it an ^/7, and I defy the minifter ever 

to prove any thing guilty in it 1 confefs, fays fhe, 

that as you have proceeded in it, it deferves a better 
name, and I will therefore look upon your marriage as 
holy and lawful ; but you don't know what it is to be 
the objed of an ecclefiaftic's hatred, and are unacquainted 
with the character of our parfon in particular. Depend 
npon't, fays (he, he'll fet every engine at work to de- 
ftroy us. 

I MUST confefs that the hearing her talk in this man- 
ner, and rccol letting the great obligations by which fhe 
had bound me, I could not forbear breaking into a vio- 
lent paftion : He dcftroy us I faid I, he.fliould not live 
% moment longer could I think he harboured the leaft 
thought of that kind. Don't be afraid, madam, faid J, . 
tho' there are but fix of us, I yet believe we are capa- 
ble of making a greater number dread us. We'll do 
ourfelves juftice, fmce we are forc'd to it ; arid be aftur'd 
that we won't do any thing that fhall prejudice you.— 
I was going to my companions, in order to encourage 
them to ftand up in their own defence ; but Mrs. Eliot 
feeing me in fuch a paftion, defir'd me to flay a litde till 
I was cooler. I then defir'd her to give orders for Jn^ 
ge/ica^s bdng call'd, whom I defir'd to prcfent to her 
mother. She came in with an air of conmfion. Come,. 
deareft creature, faid I, come and thank the kindeft of 
mothers, who forgives us for marrying without her 
confei^t ; *twas ftie only we had reafon to dread ; but hct 
(oodncfis 18 not to be parallelled by any thing, except the 
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. As we drew near the village, we faw a croud of peo- 

Ele ranning towards it, who feem'd to be invited thither 
y fomething extraordinary. Tho* I was wholly wrapt 
up in the thoughts of the danger my wife was in, I yet 
did not think fhe had any thing to do in the fight before 
lis. However, I ran, in order to gratify my curiofity, 
and getting thither before my companions, I ask'd what 
was the matter. I was told that Angelica^ and fome other 
young women, had been feiz*d by order of the old men, 
and confined together in a clofe prifon. I was Aruck 
fo prodigioufly with what I heard, that I made 'em re- 
peat it to me again. My companions being come 
up, enquir*d to the fame purpofe as I had done, and found 
themfelvcs in pretty near the fame condition with ray- 
felf. They ask'd one another, with an air of the utmoft 
confufion, what we were going to do, and how we were 
to begin ; but as for myfel^ I was fo much opprefs'd, 
that I was not able to open my lips for fome moments. 
At laft, embracing him who ftood next to me ; Heavens! 
faid I, my dear friends, what fay y^u to this fatal 
ftroke ? If you love your wives as dearly as I do, won't 
you lofe your lives with me in defending them ? Come 
along ; you have appointed me your leader ; you (hall 
fee me die firft, but then don't refufe me your afliftance. 
Notwithftanding this tranfport, I rccolledled that wc 
had not a fmgle weapon. I did nof know whom wc 
were to fell upon, or where my wife was confin'd. I 
might have enquired, but rcflefting that 'tis fcarce pof- 
fible for a man who is tranfported with rage to take % 
prudent refolution, I thought proper to return to Mrs. 
£Hot*%^ and advife with her before I attempted any thing 
farther. Thereupon I advifed my friends to return to 
their fcveral quarters ; and as it drew towards evening, I 
made them promife to meet in the meadow that night, 
in order to a frefh confultation. We then feparatcd, 
when I ran 'till I was out of breath. Alas f faid I, as I 
was going, I am undone ; my ruin is but too furc ; but 
my enemies (hall not long triumph over me : The pcrfi* 
^jUous minilJer (hall die ; he (hall be the firft objeft of my 
mm^CDg^. Ab I drew uear to the houfe, I obferved three 
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n walking up and down before it, who, as foon as 
ry faw me, came upon me. I had not the Icall fufpi- 
n of what they intended. They were three of the 
nifter's agents, who waited to feize me ; a like num- 
• were waiting for each of my companions. They 
rounded mc, and tho' I made a vigorous reiiftance, 
y held me fo fall that it was impofliblc for me to cf- 
)C out of their hands. So unworthy a treatment threw 
into the highell tranfports of rage, for I was dragged, 
ber than led to prifon. As I made a great druggie 
jet out of their hands, a great many people flock'd 
lut us ; I begged them to fuccour me, by reprefent- 
; to them the miniller's tyranny and injufticc ; they 
ird me, but did not (ay a word ; fo that I did not 
yw whether they were touch'd with my calamity or 
:. At laft, they forced me into one of the inner rooms, 
the ftorchoufe, where I found two of my companions, 
ving done this, they lock'd the door upon us and 
hdrew, without faying a word. 
The companions of my imprifonment were G^//;/, 
I an Engli/hman^ whofe name was John/on ; and the 
ec others were alfo confin'd together. Gclhi fecm'd 
be in as great a rage as myfelf. The firll thing he 
;red was a dreadful oath, by which he fwore to be rc- 
iged in a fignal manner for the injury which had been 
le him, and afterw'ards to leave the ifland with his 
e, though he (hould expofe himfclf to a thoufand dan- 
's on the fea. I was for the prefcnt in too great a paf- 
1 to condemn his refentments ; but after having eafed 
•felves by complaints and threats, I bid him rcfle6l 
V difficult it would be to execute his dcfign ; and 
,t 'twould be adling much more wifely to confider of ex- 
lients with coolnefs. In the firll place, faid I, we' 
ift enquire the reafons why the miniilcr and vcflry 
ifed us to be feizcd. Let each of us ruminate a little 
3n this matter. Gelin having a very quick thought ; I 
ifure, fays he immediately, that having defignM to break 
'our marriage, as the miniller hinicd to us, they thought 
^ould be proper to feize us, in order to prevent our con- 
nmating it, for they little imagine we WAN^Vi^^\v\st- 
fiafld vfith, them. Jf *tis fo, \;\*ii \» >Ne m^^ ^^^^^^n^x 



be told It by a man of greater impartiality and tei 
than yoQ are mailer of. However, we fhall not fa 
to acquaint you with the circumjlances of our marr 
fince you dcfire it in the name of the veftry ; and ^ 
we have done js fo far from interfering either witl 
ligion or virtue, that *tis our glory we have not 
any thing repugnant to either. I then gave him a < 
plete and faithful account of our engagements ; 
.above all, did not omit expatiating upon the mod 
der part of the ceremony. 

He blu(h*d as I fpoke, and when I had ceafed fp 
ing, he turn'd about to the old men, and a;k*d them, 
a malicious fmile, whether he had not reafon to 
them by the way, that he was now going to the 
cunning and moll dangerous perfons of the compan; 
fee plainly, fays he, through all your arts, but th 
be of little advantage to you. Let me advife you 
to aggravate your ill condud by fraud and impol 
but imitate the reft of your companions, who, if 
have afted as imprudently as yourfelf, are at leaft i 
£ncere. As I did not underfland well what he m 
I only protefled to him that I would be fmcere in 
anfwers. 'Tis'all a jeft, fays he to me, with an a 
contempt; when taking up a pen, he writ fometl 
and got it fienM by the four old men. As he was 
ing, I asked my two companions whether they u: 
flood the meaning of what he had faid to us. We 
eluded, that either^r companions muft have been - 
reached, in cafe they had made a declaration diff 
from ours ; or that they had betrayM us, in cafe 
bad done it voluntarily. We intreated the minifli 
explain himfelf more clearly to us, but in vain ; ar 
only read to us our declaration, which he had t 
down. He told us, that it agreed with that which 
wives and the reft of our companions had made ; e: 
that being more artful than they were, we had pre 
ed, in oppofition to their teftimony, that we had 
fummated our marriage. Thefe words letting me at 
into his intention ; Sir, faid I to him, take care 
you're about; you certainly have an ill deftgn, anc 
£0Jng to lake a \cry imprudent ftep. Depend up< 
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re told you nothing but the truth ; and that what 
sws foevcr our wives and companions may have had 
explaining themfelves after a different manner, they 
t will confcfs the whole truth in my prefcnce. Yes, 
n he, that's after youVe had an opportunity to teach 
em their parts, and to be as infmcere in their anfwers 
youVe been. Saying this he left us, without fpeak' 
g a word more. 

'Tis now, fays I too Gclin, but too manifcft that they 

e endeavouring our ruin } and if we are to believe the 

iniiler, our wives and companions turn our own wea- 

ms againft us. Heaven only can extricate us out of 

is calamity ; for force will here be of no effedl, and 

oth and juftice will hardly be attended to in the veQry. 

he only hopes we have left, is to appeal to a general 

lembly of the whole colony. In cafe the veflry oppofcs 

• reafonable a defire, our complaints will thereby be more 

.ft, and more capable of exciting the pity of the peo- 

le ; and in cafe they indulge our requefl, as you are ma- 

er of fo much eloquence, I don't doubt but that if you 

eclare the truth of our flory, and difcover the malicious 

sfigns of the minifler, but youHl win over a majority 

> our intereft. Tho' Ge/in feem'd to liften to me, I 

et perceived that his mind was didradtcd, which fur- 

ri»cd mc very much, in a perfon of his vivacity. I 

Bproached him for it, but he flill continued iilent, and 

ilcover*d fuch an abfenceof thougl^^'|)Iainly (hevv'd 

le was in a deep rf^;#ri>. At la(l,jM[^ing urg'd him to 

nfwer me : Yes, fays he. Til f^ildw your advice witli 

)Ieafure, and we'll appeal to a general aft-mbly ; but the !) 

n cafe we don't meet with fuccefs here, I've a pr-.j-t't 

n view, which will be of much greater fcrvicc th.ir. luy 

eloquence. 'Tis going too far, fays he, growinj^ f^.l 

varmer ; the unworthy treatment we meet with i.> ul- 

parallell'd. 'Twas with the utmoft druggie that I inii 

ated your temper when the minifter^rame in to u?, aiu! 

infulted us fo vilely ; but I have thought of an expCiii 

cnt that will humble his pride, and make the colc»r,y 

Rand in greater awe of us than they have hitherto done. 

I begg'd him to fpeak plainer ; but he told me th;it 

wcnld be foon enough, when the remedy he meditated 

U 4 "^^ 
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was neceilary to be applied ; but then he zffar'd as 'twas 
an infallible one, and that we might depend on having 
our wives in our arms, and our enemies at our feet. 
Whatever defign he might have, I deiif d him to lay the 
thoughts of it afide for ibme time, and prepare to de« 
fend our caufe in the general aiTembly. The next morn- 
ing we fent our keeper to the minifter, and the principal 
eld men, to fignify to them that we acknowledged no 
other tribunal than that of the whole body of the co- 
lony, and therefore de(irM they might be fummoned to- 
gether immediately. They anfwer'd, that our lequeft 
fhould be coniider'd ; but we were fo fully perfuaded they 
could not refufe us, that it made us much eafier. GeJin 
fpent fome days in compofing his .fpeech, during which 
I was either refleAing on our cafe, or difcouriing with 
Johnfon on the uneafinefs our wives were under, and the 
great tendernefs we ow'd the dear creatures for their ge- 
nerous affeftion. They had denied the favours which 
love had prevailed with them to beftow, but then we 
were fenfible it was out of love and modefly. We even 
fttfpeded that the minifler had prompted them to do this 
by his artful iniinuations. As for my own part, I re- 
lied fo much upon Angelica's afiedtion, that I did not fear 
a change ; but my greateft anguifh was her abfence, and 
the fixM perfuafion I entertained, that mine gave her the 



We fpent four days in this manner, without being vi- 
iited by any perfon, and in the deluiive opinion, that 
we fhould -be indulj*d the liberty of juftifying ourfelves 
to the whole colony. The fifth day in the morning the 

' minifler came in to us, attended by the fame old men 
who were with -him before. He now fpoke to us with 
an obliging tone of voice. I am, fays he, come to 
bring you better news than you could have expelled : 
How exafperated foever the veilry and I were at your 
indecent behaviour, we nowconfider it as a frailty which 
your youth occafion'd you to fall into. We are fenfible, 
that the mod virtuous difpofitions, the mod folid and uni- 
form wifdom, is fometimes the fruit of the grcateft er- 
rors : A man who has deviated from virtue is more de- 

JJghtcd with her when he returns to his duty ; we there- 
fore 
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' forget your foible?, Tfci!'.- »• .r.:-;-* "' t^"" • ' 
{ and imprudence. Vcj ap^- *■- » r- ••:-•. . " 
; but you are vafi-v crfxicss .-. ;•'.•;.* v."..--^.-'*. 
end upon it they'd hare :.-«•-« 7-.-; v-. -«• -.v* : • 
1 do : But yoar crfs:* :: cf :'iV. *.:.•..-•..-• i.- 1 "v 
udgM by the vtBry '.r\>, \rr. •-,»•. - ; ■ -.-..• .-.^ .'^ • -" 
t we have r^'try'z "'. -.-•*•*-. /..-• v.-j -. •.'-• .• • 
irken, (a>« h* g"-'^;', v, w. -r.r.-- .• ... 
n pronour.c'c ::. /v..- £i?v:- r.^ /.^■. -r-'. . v 
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I HAVE given very near the whole particulars of this 
fatal decree : However, wc were not immediately ienfi- 
ble of the moil dreadful circumdances of it, with regard 
to our wives and ourfelves ; but no fooner did Gelin un- 
derhand that they look'd upon the chance-marriage as a 
lawful one, which difanulled the true one, but he broke 
out into fuch a lamentation as obliged the minifler to 
leave off*. He immediately flew into a dreadful paflion, 
and furely never was man in greater rage and indigna- 
tion. In vain I conjur'd him to calm his tranfport, fince 
it could not be of any ferv ice ; he was all in a flame, 
fo that J might as well have fpoke to the winds. 
He broke into a thoufand injurious expreiliontf againft 
the minifter, and reproached him openly with his malice 
and hypocrify, nor was he n^ore tender of the veftry, and 
the whole colony ; and adding threats to reproaches, he 
fwore he would employ fire and fword to defend our 

f rives and us. The minifler, whom this fury had at 
rll difconcerted a little, recovered himielf, and calling 
to mind undoubtedly that we were his prifoners, and 
therefore could fnore eaiily employ threats than put them 
in execution : 'Twas undoubtedly this refleflicio, I fay, 
that made him fo bold as to infidt us with the poignant 
laillery, which threw Gilin into fuch a rage that he 
was going to ru(h upon him, had I not fioppM him : 
Leave us, fays I to the minifier, if you have any widdom 
left, and doift force us to punifli your treachery and in- 
fults. He left us, and at the fame time advis'd us with 
the mod malicious air to obey the will of heaven, and 
the order of our fuperiors. 

GELIN was now very angry with me for checking 
his rage, but I reprefented to him that 'twas very hap- 
py for us I had kept myfelf from breaking out. D'ye 
think, fays I, I am not as much afFcdled as yourfelf with 
the indignities wc have received? I was as much exaf- 
perated as you could be at the minider's difcourfe, and 
had I thereby exposM my own life only, 1 fliould have 
vented my paffion in as furious a manner as you did ; 
but then are we not to confider our wives, who wait for 
fuccour ? What will become of them in cafe we, by our 

imprudence. 
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prudence, put it out of our power to defend them ? 
ley tremble undoubtedly at the danger they' are in, 
t how greatly will their terrors increafe when they 
ne to hear the fentence which the confiftory has pait 
on them ? The only refuge thofe innocent creatures 
vCy is our love, and the promiies we made them. 
ley without doubt are tliinking on us now, are dif- 
urfing upon us ; and in cafe they have any hopes left, 
i grounded on our tendernefs, our fidelity, prudence 
d courage. Ah I dear Ge/in^ faid J, embracing him, 
lat refentments will not motives like thefe fupprefs I 
i can anger pretend to difpute with love ? — • Noc- 
thdanding he for fome time heard me with pain, I 
t obfenred that my arguments had caImM the violence 
his tranfports. He ownM his imprudence ; and as 
lov'd his wife tenderly, the refledlions he made on 
? danger to which fhc was exposM, melted him into 
irs, when he afiurM me that even his anger proceed- 
from the violence of his love. But now beginning 
perceive that his rage againft the minilter would in- 
libly make our afBiirs worie ; he then told me 'twould 
time enough to employ the expedient he had before 
3ted to me. His deiign, as we ihall find, correfponded 
th his daring and enterprising genius. 
Hb had had the curiofity, a few days after his arrival 
the ifland, to view the ilore-houle all over, when he 
ide nice obfervations on the order and difpoGtion of 
is vail edifice, and had taken notice, that the arms 
lich the inhabitants brought out of Europe were flor'd 
refully in a room at the top of the ftore-houfc, though 
ey were feldom made ufe of. There were fifty or three- 
Dre muskets, feveral piftols, a great number of fwords, 
id fome barrels of powder. The door of the room 
here they were ftor'd was never fliut, and that of our 
jartment was not fo llrong but we might break it 
)en. Ge/ijr, after he had made thefe obfervations, fan- 
ed that as wc might very eafily feize upon the arms 
id the powder, it would give us an opportunity not on- 
of triumphing over the minifter and the veftry, and 
sfending ourfelves againd their machinations, but of 
nking ourfelves mailers of the ifland. He had objtM^ 
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cd to himfelf, that as there were but three of us we 
ihould fcarce be able to go through fo fignal an attempt ; 
bat his fruitful invention foon hit upon an expedient for 
this. In the firft place we faw 'twas an eafy matter 
for us to force our way to our companions, who were con- 
fined in another part of the (lore houfe. What reafons 
foever 'we had to complain of their fearfulnefs, there 
was no doubt but they'd be more courageous when they 
fliould be animated by our exhortations and example ; 
but Gf/fVs chief hope was groundeded on circumftances 
of a quite difierent nature, and thefc he fct in fo plau- 
fible a light, that I was highly delighted with his pro- 
ject, and found it concerted with much more judgment 
than I had thought him capable of. Notwithftanding ' 
the boafted feverity of manners of the inhabitants, and 
their zeal with regard to the obfervation of the laws and 
the decifions of their old men, we are to lay it down as 
a principle that we have to do with men, and as fuch 
they can never be able to fupprefs the fen^tions of na* 
ture. Oar wives have relations who love them very 
tenderly, and therefore cannot but fympathize in their 
misfortunes. Thefe relations have friends and fervants : 
If we fuppofe that the fix families of our wives have 
each four friends, and each of thofe friends a fervant, 
here are above fifty perfons on whofe fuccour we may 
depend, or at leaft we may be fure they won't oppofc 
us. But why may we not flatter ourfelves that we, by 
cfing arguments and entreaties, may bring them over to 
our interefts, and perhaps affift us to recover our free- 
dom ? This, fays Gelin, I (hall undertake to do, and I 
rely fo much on the eloquence you are pleafed to compli- 
ment me with, that I don't defpair of fuccefs. I (hall 
reprefent to them that fo far from de(igning to do any 
thing in oppofition to religion and the laws, no perfons 
(hall pay a greater regard to them than us ; that our on- 
ly defign is to defend ourfelves againft the minifter's ty- 
r inny, and obferve inviolably our plighted oath to their 
daughters ; that it afFedls their honour no lefs than our 
happinefs and repofe ; in fine, that we are their chil- 
dien, their daughters husbands, and that we ought to 
lave the fccond place in their hearts. I have no do- 

tioD» 
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n, fays he, of the human mind, if thefe confiderati- 
B don't make fome impreflions on them, i then will 
real my defign to them, and my opinion is, that fo 
' from condemning it, they'll declare openly in our 
^our ; and when this is done, we'll feize upon the 
and, the minifter and the elders, and eilablifh fuch an 
der as we ih!ili think proper. 

Every thing appearM not only feaiible, but eafy in 
is projedl. Johnpm approved it no lefs than I did ; how- 
xr, we lookM. upon it as our lait refuge, and therefore 
ere not to have recourfe to it but in the laft extremity. 
tlin wag for putting it in execution that vtry evening ; 
' at leafl, that we mould attempt to break out of pri« 
n in the night, go to our wives relations, and perfuade 
lem to take up arms in our favour. We all confented 
\ this. But tho* it were poflible, for us to break our 
3or open, yet this could not be done without our keep* 
r's perceiving it the next day. This wou'd occaiion us 
» be, confined more flridly, and confequently ruin all 
ar hopes. Gelin was forced to confefs, that the fcveral 
arts of his enterprize mufl: be executed at the fame 
me ; that is, we mufl feize upon the powder and arms 
lie very night we broke out of prifon. This we pro- 
lifed to do very foon, and only intreated him to delay 
: 'till fuch time as we were fure the veflry were refolv'd 
put their fentencc in execution. 

The next day the miniiler made us another vifit, 
vhcn I whifper'd Gelin to keep his temper. We waited 
n filence to hear what our enemy had to fay. He 
nade but a very fhort harangue, in which he faid, with 
jreat mildnefs, that as the morrow was a day of publick 
prayer, on which all the colony were to meet at church, 
ae thought we wou'd not refufe to fuffer ourfelves to be 
pondudled to it, to hear the fentence which the veflry 
(hould pronounce upon us. We were fo far from difap- 
proving this order, that we were overjoyed to hear him 
mention a publick afTembly pf the colony, and that we 
were allow'd to go to it. This was our greatefl defire ; 
upon which he went out, highly fatisfied at the promife 
we had made him of going to it with joy ; and indeed, 
nve congratulated one another u^Qti xVi\^ tN^w^ >mV\<^ 
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rcviv'd our former hopes. GeOn had prepared a very 
pathetic <Jifcourfe, which he propofcd to pronounce to 
the people.' We did not at all doubt but it would occa- 
fion a happy change ; we were furprized that the mini- 
fter did not make that reliedion himfelf, and thank'd 
heaven for it, looking upon it as an omen of our better 
fortune. But in the evening we receivM a piece of news 
which damp'd thefe tranfient fenfations of joy ; for the 
keeper coming in to us, took me afide, when he told 
me, that for Mrs. Eiiofs fake he had undertaken to put 
a letter from her into my hands. Here it is, fays he ; 
but you fhall promife me never to reveal what I have 
now done, to the minifter. This I promised to do^ and 
was perfuaded by the fear he difcover'd, that this fiery 
ecclciiaftic had ufurpM a great power over the inhabitants, 
at the fame timcthat he feem'd defirous of eftablilhing a 
perfeA equality. I open'd Mrs. Eliot's letter, and fure 
every line was a dagger to my heart. She began by 
calling herfelf the moft unhappy mother that ever livM, 
iind then reproach'd me with having broke the vows I 
had made to her daughter. Such a report indeed had 
been fpread, by the minifter, who had put that conftruc-' 
tion on our complying fo readily to go the next day to 
church. But notwithftanding the diftrafting opinion Mrs. 
Eliot entertained, (he yet difcoverM feme tendernefs even 
in her reproaches. Cruel Bridge ! did fhe fay, do you 
thus abufe the tendernefs of a mother, and a daughter's 
weaknefs? What harm had either of us done you? Alas! 
can we reproach ourfelves with anything but loving you 
too well ? She ended her letter with a circumftance that 
was ftill more cutting, by informing me in the moft 
melancholy terms, that the veftry had fentenced their 
daughters to be expos'd at their going out of the chuich, 
with different marks of ignominy ; and to (land an 
hour publickly to be fcoiPd at by all the inhabitants. O 
Gelift ! fa id I, tj^mblin^i/after I had read thefe fatal 
words ; O Johnfon! 'tis A>w we muft die, or fave our 
wretched wives. I gave them the letter to read, during 
which I did nothing but weep and complain, in which 
^y foon /ympathiz'd wilYime. Qdin was in fuch a 
OS trsLtifjott, that he tort Yvi^Wvt fe^m W^ VfewL'\ 
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len butting his head againd the door, in order to break 
open, he cry*d out, To arms ! my dear friends, let's 
t lofe a moment. Alas I we fhall certainly be too late. 
ie rage he was in brought me a little to myfelf ; upon 
lich 1 defired him to be cool for a moment. We are 
w, faid I, at the crifis of our fate, and pofTibly our 
es are at Hake : For heaven's fake, dear Gclin, don't 
: us ruin all by our imprudent tranfports. I'm as much 
ncem'd in this affair as yourfelf, and would attempt any 
ing to fecond, or lead you, in whatever you fliall think 
operto attempt ; but let us endeavour to cool ourfelves, 
d take a judicious refolution ; Gelin cry'd, that the only 
re expedient was to take up arms, and revenge ourfelves 
' the blood of our enemies. 1 at laft prevail'd with 
m to (lay 'till night ; that we fhould certainly be dif- 
vered, in cafe we attempted any thing in the day-time j 
d 'twas a wonder that the keeper, who was but juft 
me from us, had not been alarm'd at the noife we made, 
thus prevail'd with him to deliberate on matters with 
eater coolnefs, and to confent that each of us fhould 
ke fome time to digeft our thoughts, before we com- 
unicated them to one another. 

Accordingly, we all three retired to different parts 
'the room, and fpent about a quarter of an hour in deep 
editation, the iilence being interrupted only by our 
rhs. At lafl, Gelin being uneafy under this conftraint, 
ied out, that we fhould never hit upon fo good an ex- 
;dicnt as that of taking up arms, and that he wou'd not 
ive recourfe to any other. lam, fays I, of the fame opi- 
lon ; but as we mull be obliged to go thro' with it when 
nee we have attempted it; and muil never expedl to be re* 
jnciled to the miniiler and the old men, when once we 
avc thrown off the mask, it will be of the highefl 
jnfequence to us to aft cautioufly in this affair. Cou'd 
ot we, for inllance arm ourfelves, and at the fame time 
Dnceal our weapons ? Thus fhall »/e be ready to ufe them, 
1 cafe we are forced to come t) that extremity ; and if 
our fpeech fhould happen to make an impreffion on the 
eople, nobody will lufpeft that we arepriyately arm'd. 
Ulm at firfl rejefled this propofal j Talk not to me^ 
iji he, of Qjcechcs or xnicafuiw i «.\V\,Yv.^fe\^tK\H^\^*^ 
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be of more fatal confequence ^han my violent expedients* 
To arms ! To arms ! Til explain myfelf to-morrow by 
fire and fword. I let his fury have time to fpend itfelf, 
when, knowing his temper, I reprefented to him, as I 
really thought, that it would be infinitely more glorioas 
for us to fucceed by eloquence and the juHice of our 
caufe, rather than by dint of arm^. The people, fays I, 
will be eafily flirred up. Our youth, that of our wives, 
our civility, and the modeily of our behaviour fince 
we have been here, all plead in our favour. I am per- 
fuaded we fhall triumph over all the miniHer's artifices ; 
but 'twould be a melancholy refleftion, as we have fo 
much reafon to hope we fhall fucceed by gentle methods, 
to think we fhould make ufe of one which will infallibly 
fct the whole colony in a flame, and prevent our ever 
being able to live in peace in it. I added feveral argu- 
ments of the fame nature, which at h& made a wifh'd- 
for impreffion on Geltn, 

I WAS perfuaded that they were juftly grounded, when 
I revolv'd them fo much in my mind. Had the vefb-y 
certainly pafsM fuch a fentence on our wives, it would 
have been impoffible for us to have prevented it," fo that 
all that we had to do was to hinder its being put in execu- 
tion. I flatter'd myfelf that great things would be at- 
chiev*d by GV//Vs fpeech, and the kind difpofition of 
the alTembly, part whereof were our wives relations and 
friends. As the fovereign authority refided in the body 
of the colony, all the fentences of a veftry mJght be an- 
nuird in a moment. If Ge/m'*s eloquence and the juflicc 
of our caufe, were not able to make us triumph over 
our enemies, I was refolved to be the firft who fhou'd 
take up arms; and I did not doubt but one man with 
his piilol cock'd, wou'd drive away a croud of defence- 
lefs people, who for twenty years had not heard the re- 
port of a gun. My fcheme therefore was, that we fhou'd 
force the door of our prifon in the night, and each of 
us arm ourfelves with two piflols. 1 no longer fear'd 
that the keeper wou'd difcover in the morning that we 
had broke the door open ; but was perfuaded I was fafe 
with regard to him, fince he had undertaken to pot a 
• letter into my hands, zxA \a^zw^'^voa to carieftly 
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to let it come to the miniiler's ear; not to mention 
: he wouM never guefs the reafon which had engaged 
to break our door open. I therefore communicated 
plan to my companions, who approved it, fo that 
waited impatiently for the night, in order that we 
;ht put it in execution. 

fwAS come. We had candles to light us, when 

began to force the door, which immediately flew 

n. We broke it fo artfully, that there appeared but 

y few marks of our violence. We now went up to 

room where the arms were ftow'd, when we met 

h piilols that were no ways rully; made choice of fuch 

we could eaiily put into our pockets, and took three 

r for ouf companions. As I was viewing the mus- 

3 and other fire-arms, which we ihould be forced to 

ve behind us, I was thinking, the better to execute 

* deiign, that ^twould be neceftary to find out feme 

thod, by which we might render all thefe arms ufelefs 

thofe who ihould attempt to employ them againft us. 

r opinion was, that we moiildfpend the night in taking 

im to-pieces, and afterwards hide them in fome place 

lere they might not be eaiily found ; but Ge/in ipar*d 

that labour. The inftant, fays he, that we ihall be 

ced to have recourfe to arms, one of us need only fly 

the ilorehoufe, and keep the door of it *till fuch time 

he ihall fee us advance forward. We'll certainly retire 

it^ as to a fortrefs, fmce there is no place where our 

vcs can be fo fecure. We then ihall have, not only 

5 arms and the powder, but likewife all the proviflons 

the ifland; and confequently we ihall oblige our ene> 

1*8 to fubmit to whatever we fliall think proper to pre- 

ribe. This hint feemM of fuch ufe, that we applauded 

f/in highly for it. And now having prepar'd our pif- 

Is, and taken a fufHcient quantity of powder, the only 

ing to be done was, how to find out an opportunity of 

eaking with our companions. We were not only to give 

lem their piflols, but alfo to reproach and animate them. 

Vas an esify matter for us to find out the place where 

ley were confined, and to fpeak to them thro' the kcy^ 

ole; but the difficulty was, how to give them their 

(fiols. W-e iir'd them to fuch a pitch by oar diicourfes, 

.Vol. I. X ^V-^% 
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that being no longer able to deprive themfelvcs of 
pleafure of embracing us, they did not flay 'till w« 
vifed them to force their door, as we had done ours, 
they burft it open at once. They then flew toourarmSj 
fhed tears for joy. 1 then afTum'd the authority of les 
with which they had invelled me, when I reproa 
them with their meeknefs, in fufFering themfeives ti 
•vcr-reachcd by the minifter's artifices. They ex< 
themfeives by faying, that 'twas from the fear they 
•£ ^vevealiog too much, by making fuch a confeffic 
night be of dangerous confequence. I then made i 
fenfible how prejudicial their unhappy fear had been ' 
when they acknowledged their guilt, and begg'd \ 
impute their faults to their good intention. I did 
dloubt but they were really fincere, and intended y 
but then they were of fo heavy a difpofition, that 
ways had fome fufpicion of them. This will appea 
too evident in the fequel. We left them, after h: 
acquainted them with the particulars of our defigUj 
aiTur'd ourfelves of their conftancy and refolution 
the promifes they again made to that purpofe. I ac 
them to tell the keeper plainly, when he (hould find 
door broke open, that the only reafon why they 
done it,, was in order to obtain the fatisfadlion of f 
and difcourfmg with us. 

The day which we fuppos'd would determiw 
fete, beginning to dawn, we conjur'd Ge/in to c 
mind that he was not only to defend his own int( 
but thofe of Rve dear friends, who put their hap] 
and life in his hands. He did not want this advi 
animate him. ' But now the hour for coming to cl 
"was come, fome of the old men being met at our 
in order to guard and condudl us to church, we foil 
them without the leaft ceremony, and aflum'd a ch 
air, in order to prevent the leaft fufpicion. I nevert 

j^-~i,. ^mixt^Ji : :-.j --^ r^ ^"U £. ^u 
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?, and to aflure her of my conflancy ; but Gf/i» and 
^fijbn had difluaded me from it, thro' the fear they 
re under left the keeper ftiould betray us. The inftant 
ame into the church my eyes wandcrM about for my 
fe, but I could not fee licr, and was afterwards told 
It (he was fo much out of order that they could not 
ng her to church. We were carried into the middle 
the church, where the greateft part of the inhabitants 
:re already afTembled. A form had been fet for us, op- 
fjte to which thofe odious creatures were to (it that were 
6gn'd for our wives. They were conduced in a mo- 
:nt after us ; we faluted them in a courteous manner r 
IT civility was taken notice of by all the aflembly, and 
J could eafily judge by the difcontent or fatisfkflion 
lich appeared in their countenances, the difpofition of 
ch perfon with regard to the ceremony. The miniftcr 
pcar'd foon after, but we were uncertain whether our 
ar wives were to bear a part in this odd fpedlaclc, and 
d not dare to enquire after them. How eager foever 
might be to fee mine again, I did not know whether 
ought to wifh (he might appear in public,, and before 
T proud rival, 'till fuch time as our fate was pronounc'd; 
It as the minifter began his prayer without taking any 
)tice of them, I fuppos'd he intended not to take them 
It of their confinement 'till the time appointed for their 
;nominy. The minifter, as foon as he had faid the 
ual prayers, went up into the pulpit ; and now the de- 
five moment was at hand. My companions were, no 
Dubt,-in as great emotion as myfelf, and the whole af- 
mbly fcemed to be not a little mov'd. We had agreed, 
lat in order that our caution might feem to be the cfledt 
f prudtnce and a calm refolution, Gelin (hould not begin 
) (peak 'till the miniller had made an end. We were un- 
er very little apprehenfions from his difcourfe, being 
erfuaded that Ge/in would eafily deftroy all the arguments 
e might advance, and fuppos'd that our reafons would 
c approv'd as foon as they fhould be laid open. 

The fubjeft of the fermon was on the duties of the 

narried State. Thefc the minifter explained with great 

iloquence, but without making any particular applica- 

iQTi, the conclufion excepted, which wa« dcawti u^ dLlr 

X a " ^?^' 
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redlly for us. He firft recalled to our memories^ in the 
xnoft pompous expreflionSy the day, when we, as he pre- 
tended, had plighted our faith in the fame place, and 
called it an ever memorable day, made fo by the moft 
auguft, moil holy ceremony. What fruits did not the 
whole colony expeft to reap from it r But a wicked fpi- 
rit who imploys its feducing arts, and exercifes it tyranny 
over young minds, had interrupted the courfe of £6 delu- 
iive a hope ; this fpirit had breathed an irregular paffion 
into our hearts, which might have the very fame efieft 
as hatred, that is to fay, diforder, divifion, and the ruin 
of that happy peace, which till then had made their ifland 
fo delightful. Thanks to heaven, fays he, the evil was 
checkM in the beginning ; but they had ran the greateft 
danger, and 'twas owing to providence, that it had been 
fuppreft in its infancy, and brought us fo fpeedily back 
to our duty, that 'twould fcarce be imagined we had ever 
fwerved from it. I fhould have excusM the minifter, had 
he only mentioned our marriage as a fault, and our ii- 
lence as a mark of repentance ; but he did not flop here; 
for upon pretence of treating us with gentlenefs, and to 
be tender of our welfare by extenuating his fault, he 
found means to fatisfy the hatred he bore to Mrs. Eliot va 
the moH artful manner. He obferv'd, that one might 
eafily perceive by our air and behaviour that providence 
had indulgM us a moil excellent nature, and that we 
ihould not have flruck into the paths of error, had we 
either had no guides at all, or fuch only as were virtuous 
and faithful^ But what man, tho' ever fo prudent, can 
reiiil the artifices and iniinuations of a woman, lofl to all 
virtue, who makes it her whole ftudy to feduce him ? 
Dangerous fex ! Capable of running into excefs of 
every kind when once they deviate from modeily and 
virtue ! Tho' he did not name Mrs. E/iot after this zealous 
declamation, he yet hinted at her fo plainly in fpeaking of 
thofe weak mothers who fhare in the frailties' of their 
daughters by a criminal indulgence, and too often by 
their advice^ when their age does not permit them to do 
it any longer by example ; that the whole aiTembly dii- 
covered, by a murmuring found, that they underftood 

^bgdrUi of Jiis fatyr, and difa^PCQvM it. Mrs. Elt^ pof- 
- ^(^.j 
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sM a thoufand good qualities : Such an accufation as 
U the miniHer had brought againil her, made at ran- 
m, and without the leaft grounds, produced an cffedl 
ite different from what he expected ; for icmovM the 
lole afTembly to compaflion for a woman of fo much 
rtue, who was fo vilely usM in her abfence, and poilt- 
/ difposM the people in our favour. Tho* 1 eafily 
rceivM that things were turning for our advantage, and 
ok*d upon it as a happy omen, I yet had a great llrug- 
e before I could prevail with myfelf to hear this inju- 
3US difcourfe out before I difcover'd my refentments. 
I the firft emotions of my indignation I put my hand to 
le of my piilols, and (hould very poffibly have forgot 
lat I was in a church, had I not recollected that I ought, 
it Mrs. £//0/*s fake, to calm my tranfports. 
When the miniiler had done fpeaking, and feem*d 
ady to come down, in order to conclude the ceremony, 
fhich he fuppos'd us ready to comply with, Gelin began 
> fpeak with great modefly ; You'll be fo good. Sir, 
lys he, as to give me leave to add a Word or two to 
our excellent harangue, and that I myfelf acquaint the 
flembly with my fentiments, and thofe of my compa- 
lions. So new and unexpeded a fcene occafion*d a con- 
os^d murmur, every one endeavouring to draw near, and 
tifcovering a furprize equal to their curiofity. Ge/i», fo 
ar from being difconcerted at it, was the more en- 
:ouragM ; and his voice and geflures were fo adapted to 
lis difcourfe as agreeably captivated his hearers. 1 ad- 
/is*d him to get upon the bench we fet upon, in order 
:hat he might be the better heard. His preamble was 
very plain and fimple, but this fimplicitly was very art- 
ful : He firft declared, that his defign was to lay before 
the colony the feveral circumftances of our behaviour 
ever fince we had been in the ifland, pcrfuaded, fays he, 
that in cafe we happen to have been guilty of any inde- 
corum or frailty, our age and innocence will procure us 
the favour of the inhabitants ratiier than their ill-will. 
This ambiguous manner of preparing his auditors had 
the wiftied-for effect : It prevented the minifter's putting 
ft Hop to his difcourfe, becaufe, as it concealed from him 
•cmr real intentions^ he-fancied it would fecond his defign, 

^s5^ 
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and that nothing but repentance coald have extorted from 
us a confeffion of our faults ; nor was it lefs faccefsfiil 
with regard to the inhabitants, for as it left them in 
doubt whether we were going to oppofe or fubmit to the 
fentence of the confillory, it prevented their forming 
thofe prejudices which generally arife for or againft a 
perfon accused, when he profefTes himfelf to be innocent, 
or acknowledges himfelf guilty ; and Gelin was perfua- 
ded, that by making an impreifion afterwards on their 
hearts, he fhould interefl them in our behalf by an artfiil 
and pathetic declaration of the juftice of our caufe, and 
the malice of our enemies. He then related,^ in the moft 
£ncere manner, the reBedions we had firfl made on the 
ceremony of cafting lots, the firft time it was proposed to 
Hs, the conferences we had afterwards held on that im- 
portant article, the difinclination we had to obey it, and, 
at the fame time, the refolution with which we thought 
ourfelves oblig'd to conceal our inclinations, purely to give 
the colony a proof of our docility, and the refped we 
had for it. He confeisM, that to this motive was added ■ 
fome hopes that heaven would reward our fubmifiion, 
and direct the chance in fuch a manner as was agreeable 
to our defires j.that this refleftion had fupported us till 
the inlhnt the ceremony began, and that our fincerity 
was apparent by the eafy and undifturb'd air with which 
we came into the church ; but that thofe who examin'd 
our countenances diligently, might eaiily perceive a great 
damp upon our fpirits; that as the deiigns of providence 
never declare themfelves more fenfibly than by thofe in- 
voluntary emotions, we had interpreted them in the moft 
natural fenfe, that is to fay, as a token that heaven alotted 
ns thofe women, for whom it had fuddenly infpir'd us 
with the (trongeft afibftion ; that we had flattered our- 
felves, for lome moments, that fortune would confirm this 
difpofition, but that having found it contrary to our 
wifhes, it was not in our power to fupprefs the impreffi- 
ons dance had firft made on our hearts ; that v. e had 
atter.ded to the' reft of the ceremony againft our inclina- 
tions ; that fo far from once thinking to form any engage* . 
aicn t with thofe women whom fate had allotted us, bad- 
^IktiK^a for the grtax xcCi^&\4c bad to the ailembly. 
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nevfr could have prevailed with ourfelvcs to falute 
n, which was the only mark wc refolvcd ever to give 
1 of our eflcem ; that wc had fufficicntly declared our 
imcnts by the delay wc had (o much infiilcd upon, 
with which we fecm'd to be fo much pleafcd when 
'as granted us. To this GV//>r added, that as nur- 
e fuppofes the confent of the will, we thereibre 
ht look upon ourfelves as free at our coming out of 
church I that we had always argued on that hypo- 
is, and that having met 'immediately after the cere- 
ly was over, in order to deliberate on the common 
e, we had fo little notion that it could be fuppob'd 
Arere engaged, that this article had not fo much as 
; been debated upon ; that we had been checked only 
mgh thfe fear we were under of difpleafing the ir^ha- 
nts, in cafe wc fhould difpofe of ourfelves otherwilc 
I they intended ; but that fear was fcon over-balaiictd 
hope, when we confidercd that we had not been 
Qght out of Europe to be made wretched i and that as 
gion, miidnefs; and equity were the chara^rifiics 
uliar to the whole colony, he hoped they would never 
:e us to do any thing againft our inclinations. Our 
:or aiTur'd the aiTembly, that *twas on this foundation 
had formM the plan of an innocent artifice, by which 
did not fo much intend to impofe upon the inhabi- 
ts, as to fpare both themfelves and us a multitude of 
efs arguments, which would only have fufpended the 
npletion of our defires. He then related what each 
us had done in order to fucceed in them ; the diflicul- 
we had been oblig'd to furmount before we could 
ke our wives liften to our paffion ; the arguments wc 
ploy'd to prove they might indulge it without offend- 
; modelly ; the order, and the prudent and virtuous 
afurcs we had taken the night we folemnized our 
Triage ; and laftly, he repeated the very words of 
• oath by which we had bound ourfelves to them, 
lich I before acquainted you, was cxprefs'd in the 
>ngeft and moft binding expreifions. I obferved that 
J fpecch began to work upon the audience in our fa- 
BT } and as he waa now entring upon the mofl afFea- 
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ing part of the difcourfe, I did not doubt but he would 
at laft win over the whole aiTembly. 

And indeed, changing the fimple and irrefolute voice 
in which he had hitherto fpoke, he foon made his audi- 
tors fenfible that eloquence is the gift of nature, indepen- 
dent on age or profeflion. His gellures, his attitude, his 
eyes, every part about him was expreffive : He was 
griev'd, he was melted ; in fhort, he feem'd to feel alter- 
nately the feveral pafiions he endeavoured to infpire. 
He did not break into invedlives againft the xninifter, 
but then he reprefented his malice in very lively colours, 
and flrongly oppofed to it our £ncerity and innocence ; 
he gave io moving a defcription of the beauty of our 
wives, their virtue, their modefty, and the violent paf- 
iion we had for them ; in a word, he gave fo odious a 
turn to the violence which had been emploi^d aeainft 
Qs, and above all, to the fhocking fentence which had 
pafTed upon our dear unhappy wives, that the moil bar- 
barous favage mufl have been touched with his difcourfe. 
Laftly, as tho' he were recover'd from his tranfport, 
Alafs f dear brethren, fays he, with a tender and pathe- 
tic air, you who feem touch'd with our calamity, and 
the anguifh we feel, (hall we not merit your compaflion ! 
to you our innocence flies for refuge ; to your tribunal 
it appeals : We have not here either tender fathers or 
afFedionate brothers whofe fuccour we may invoke j wc 
have abandoned them purpofely for the fake of living 
with you : If we have any refuge left, 'tis in thofe who 
are friends to juftice and virtue. Alasf were we not af- 
fur'd that QVtry good quality prevailed here? Is not this 
the peaceable feat where we were promised fo much hap- 
pinefs ? U hat other motive had we to leave our country 
than the hopes of leading a calm and virtuous life among 
you, and of being incei&ntly prompted to laudable Ac- 
tions by your example ? Are the fweets we were flatter'd 
with the hopes of enjoying, reproach, imprifonment, 
violence, and the dtep anguifh of feeing what we love 
deareft torn from our arms ? Alas! d'ye think the forc- 
ing them from us was not a mortal blow ? D'ye believe 
^we could fee this and not refolve to fpend the laft drop of 
^Btpd in their defence \ No» no, don't imagine they (hall 
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avifli*d from us, or we tamely fubmlt to the igno- 
f that is preparM for them : This barbaroas fentence 
never be put in execution *till the Ia(l drop of blood 
des from our veins. Be not afham'd to kill us, if 
do not blu(h to difhonour our dear wives : By that 
m the malice of our enemies would be triumphant, 
why (hould you dip your hands in our bleod ? What 
idice, what injury have we done you ? In cafe our 
{rity, and the lafling affedion we have for our wives, 
you umbrage/ give us leave to depart from your 
d, we*ll fly away with the companions of our for- 
; we*ll feek fome climate where confbmcy and fide- 
are not k>ok*d upon as criminal. Give us only a 
; bark ; we don*t deiire either fails or a rudder : Love 
virtu^will chear our fouls in the midil of the wide- 
nded ocean ; we don*t want any other guides : Dear 
hren, do not rejed our entreaties or tears : You now 
5 heard what we requefl, we either defire death, or 
liberty of going to feek it, in company with our 
ss, in the vaft (ea which furrounds your ifland. 
Fwas high time that Gelin fhould end his difcourfe ; 
;he murmurs which were now arifing in the aflembly 
lid not have fufierM him to be he^, and tytry one 
aM to be griev*d for fome perfon who was dear to 
1. Every one began to fpeak with great warmth , 
tho* no one could be heard diHindly, 'twas very evi- 
t the affembly were for us. I fUll kept near Gelin, 
:n I faid to him, your difcourfe has maide a happy 
srefTion ; but in cafe you don*c fay fomething to prompt 
people to fpeak openly for us, Tm afraid no one will 
e to do it. Geihit who could exprefs himfelf upon 
' fubjeft without premeditation, immediately cry'd, I 
, dear brethren, that heaven does not abandon our in- 
£nce, fince it infpires you in our favour, as it evident 
m your countenances : But remember ^tis not enough 
pity. us, unlefs you indulge us your fuccour. You arc 
fible, that the fupreme authority refides in youc af- 
nbly I won't you annul the cruel fentence wjiicji Ji.ij 
en paft upon our wives, and reflore them to their li- 
rty ? Scarce had he utterM thefe words, when the 
irds libefty, liberty ^ the feat f nee is nuU^ wct^"l\r\i4 v«s. 
Vox. I. Y V.N^ 
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every part of the church. The incxprefliblc joy we felt 
on a fudden made us for fome time fo loft to refle6lion> 
that it occafionM our committing an irreparable over- 
i!ght. Wholly wrapt up in the' refledlion on the happy 
deliverance of our dear wives, we forgot to take the 
advantage of the favourable difpofition of the people with 
regard to as» and intreat them to confirm the validity 
of our marriage that inftant. The minifter obferved our 
cverfight fooner than we did, and made it fubfervient to 
his malice : He was very much diflurb'd all the time 
Gclin was pronouncing the latter part of his harangue, 
and when the people were for having our wives rellor*d 
to us. As every individual feem'd to favour us, he did 
not dare to open his mouth, or even difcover the leaft 
difcontent ; but when he obferv'd we had overlooked that 
article of our happinefs, which he had the greateft dc- 
iire to deftroy, 1 mean Our marriage, he immediately 
put it out of our power to mention any thing on that 
head, by difmiffing the aflembly. Go, fays he, to the 
people, let not thofe poor young women continue any 
longer in prifon, fmce you have thought proper to give 
them their liberty. Every one was eager to run and 
take them out of their confinement; and we were fo inccn- 
fiderate, that we did not then attend, as we ought to have 
done, to the circamllances, and the neceiSty of our af- 
fairs. 

All the people were now gone out of the church, i 
except the minilter and the members of the veflry, when 
we pcrceiv'd, but too late, the overfight we had committed, 
and were bewailing it, whilfl the minifler was difcourfing 
with the old men. As he had kept us back from going 
with the reft, we fuppos'd he had fomething to fay to 
us ; but we were far from thinking he intended to com- 
mit us again to prifon. Had we been unarm*d, we un- 
doubtedly fhould nave been the flrongeft, fince we had 
not to do with above a dozen or fifteen old men. 'Twas 
this very reflcftion prompted us not to oppofe the order 
the minifter gave, for our being remanded back to prifon. 
jf'jmj ydefir'd to fpeak one word to my companions : Wc 
-^■taftcd, fays J, very ridiculoufly, in forgetting the ar- 
. ^w^ch was moft cffenu^il to our happinefs ; but aa 
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ters now (land we ihould be much more fo, did we 
,fe to return to the (lore-houfe. We mull hope that 
Oiall one day recover the opportunity we have now 
J and iince we have obtained our wives liberty, and 
their fentence aboliih'd, we ought to confidcr our 
rn to prifon as a trifle. Gelin cou'd hardly be of my 
lion. I can't, fays he, think what views the vellry 
have in committing this frefli piece of injufiice. The 
e, faid I, they had before ; that is to prevent our 
ing the lead correfpondence with our wives. * Tis 
n that their firfl fentence, which relates to our mar- 
j^y continues dill in force, and that they intend to put 
n execution. But come, faid 1, taking him by the 
d, and follow me on the word I give you, that our 
finement will not be of the lead prejudice to us. GV- 
*elied fo much upon what I faid, that he came for- 
xl ; the old men feemM very well plca&*d with our 
f compliance, and fome of them guarded us to the 
e-houfe. 

^E were confined in the fame rooms. The keeper 
I that morning found we had forced our doors open, 
. being fatisfied with the excufe we made him, he had 
it mended. Tho' we might eafily have procured 
liberty in the fame manner wc had done before, when- 
r we mould think proper ; 1 yet fuppofcd the old men 
aid not refufe us leave to fee our companions, in cai'c 
defired it in a civil way. TJiey indeed granted our 
uefl, and accordingly ordered the keeper to give ui 
t fatisfaftion once a day for a certain time which they 
ited. I was very impatient to tell them the rcaloii 
y they were not to look upon our return to prifon Ub an 
I. You mud know, faid I, as foon as I had an op- 
'tunity of fpeaking to them, .that I have thought of 
lew projed ; I flatter myfelf that youlil approve oC ir, 
raufe tho' it be flow in executing, the fucccfb of it will 
certain, and may eafily be obtained. I'he minillcr 
ids to believe that wc have not confummatcd our mar- 
ge ; and *tis probably by his communicating this cir- 
tndance to the vedry, that he fo tii(\\y prevailed with 
rro to pronounce our divorce. Why fliould wo 
much pains to undeceive them in this article I 
Y 2 
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this truth foon difcover xtfelf ? Let us condram ourfelves 
fo far as to faffer three or four months imprifonment ; 
*tis fcarce pofTible but one of us fhould produce fuch fruits 
as will exhibit themfelves before fix months come about. 
If one of our wives (hould be with child, this will un- 
doubtedly fufficiently perfuade the minifter that we have 
really had a correfpondence together ; and he muft be 
the mod wicked wretch 'breathing, fhouM he after this 
pretend to feparate us. Thus, faid I, let us fet our hearts 
at eafe, and reft aifured, that things will foon change to 
our advantage. The pangs of abfence will be more cut- 
ting to me than to any of you ; but then will not hop6 
fofcen the deepeft anguifh ? Von may indeed make one 
obje^ion, which is, that we (hall be urged to put the 
fentence which the veftry has paft, in execution j but 
here we need not fear they will employ violence. They 
may prevent our cohabiting with our dear wives, but 
they will never pretend to force us to live with women 
whom they know we deteft. In cafe they fhould enquire 
into the reafons of this, we will wave giving them in a 
civil manner ; and then let *em put what confirudtion they 
pleafe upon the matter. 

My companions were fo pleas'd with this hint, that 
they thank'd me a thoufand times for it. Gc/i/t, tho' 
of a fiery temper, applauded it, notwithftanding he was 
already tormented at his wife's being kept fo long from 
him. In reality, the notions I dedarM above were juft, 
and feem'd to promife fuccefs ; but the fame evil ftar 
which had hitherto oppofed my happinefs, was preparing 
to complete my ruin. The advice which I had given 
my friends for the common caufe, prov'd fo fatal, that 
heaven feems to have punifiied it as a crime, in caufing 
all the fad cffedls it produced to fall upon me. 

Nevertheless, the little probability there was of 
its proving fo inaufpicious, having made our compani- 
on 3 receive it with joy, we began to put it in execution 
that very day. We mention'd our confinement to foroe 
of the old men who came to vifit us, as a circumftance 
which was fo far from putting us to any pain, that we 
' '^ '*4 them we (hould willingly fpend feveral months ia 
Vhey enquired the iea.taaot xXAi, bat we wouM not 
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{y tiktm, and anfwer'd only in a ludicrous way. Wo 
d the (ame part with regard to the minifter, and all 
e who were allow*d to vifit us. Not a week par»*d 
(bxne perfon or other of the coniiftory came to teize 
boot fubmitting to the iencence which the ydkry had 
I bat they all returned with the (am^ anfwers. l*he 
>lexity this gave them was a great fatis&dlion to us 1 
'ever, they could not pry into our defign 1 and as 
i of them were old men,, who boafted ereat wifdom 
^experience, they cou*d not conceal the uneafineft 
r felt, to fee all their cunning baffled by a few young 
>ws. We were not fo referv'd with regard to our 
es 2 our firft care was to acquaint them privately with 
intentions, both to prevent their entertaining any fuf- 
on, with refpedt to our fidelity, as well as to defire 
D to a£l in concert with us, and not omit acquaint- 
as immediately, fo foon as they fhould have the 
iptoms we wifh*d might appear. The keeper, who 
srM very much from the generality of his brethren, 
fented to do us that favour. I writ tvery day 
Mrs. E/ioi and my dear wife, and my heart was at 
9 when it breathM its pangs upon paper. I alfo 
1 to receive their anfwers. The moll tender, the 
ft paflionate expreflions of love and friendOiip were 
ploy'd in this delicious correfpondence, which for five 
Dths was my only confolation t Our keeper indulged 
companions the fame favour. We always (hew*d one 
>ther the letters we fent, and the anfwers we receivM i 
the friendlhip which united us was fo fincere, that we 
guifed our thoughts as little as we did our a£lions. 
ery one of us laid open his heart, and faw into thofe 
his companions, whom he confider*d, as his dear bre- 
en and faithful friends. They did not let us want 
oks, or any thing that might divert us. The Engltjb 
loy'd therafelvcs chiefly in learning y^^French tongue 1 
the Fnnch in improving themfelves in ours. In this 
mner did we draw a confiderable advantage from our 
ptivity ; but alas I I was never allowM to apply it to 
e ufe I intended. My chief view in ftudying the 
inch^ was in order chat I might be better able to breathe 
y 3 v^ 
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in words, the paffion I had for my dear, dear wife; but 
alas I I was doomed never to fet tyts upon her more. 

Scarce were three months paft, when Mrs. Eliot fent 
me the joyful news that Angelica was with child, which 
fhe aflur'd me was certainly fo. We celebrated a kind of 
fcftival up«n that account in our confinement. My com- 
panions congratulated me upon the likelihood there was 
that I fhould firfl become a father ; and they looked up- 
on this indulgence of providence as a confirmation of the 
little authority they had given me over them. We de- 
bated whether it won'd not be proper to acquaint the 
veftry with it ; and they were all unanimous that we 
fhou'd. I only difFer'd in opinion from them ; I begg'd 
them fo earneflly to acquiefce with it, that at laft they 
did, but 'twas purely out of complaifance, for I had not 
one good reafon to give them, nor even myfelf ; but I 
was actuated by a blind inflin£l, or a fecret foreiight which 
I myfelf cou*d not account for. I thought it wou*d be 
dangerous for my wife to be a mother before her compani- 
ons. I was yet uneafy only upon her account ; I fanci- 
ed that 'twas merely owing to a regard I had for her mo- 
^t^y and virtue, that made me willing to defer pub- 
lifhing her being with child, 'till fuch time as her com- 
panions were in the fame cafe with herfelf. What reafon 
ibever we had to believe that the people favour'd us, I 
know that a glance, a mark of furprize, the moft inno- 
cent and inofienfive raillery, flrongly affc6l a virtuous 
woman, who happens to be in a condition which fhe is 
told people did not exped to find her in ; and my defign 
io far as I was capable of judging of it myfelf, was to 
iccure my dear Angelica from every fubjeft of uneafinefs 
and confufion. The reader will perhaps think, that this 
reafon, tho* fo random a one, might alone have prompt- 
ed me to the refolution I fix'd upon ; but 'tis certain 
'twas a little better grounded. This I felt, tho* I was not 
able to exprefs it; *twas fome remains of the happy influ- 
ence of my flar, which prcfaged fome impending ills, tho* 
I could not guefs what they were to be. How indeed 
y/ou\di it have been poifibJe for me to fdrefee them, fince 
nothing but the moft deteftabk. malice could have given' 

chexn 
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tn birth ; and that I myCclf^ tho* I felt thexn» couM 

-ce perfuadc xnyfelf that they were real ? 

L THEREFORE told Mrs. £/iW, in my anfwcr, that 

cliev'd it wouM be proper to conceal my wife's prcg- 

icy, 'till fuch time as thofe of my companions h:id 

:over'd fomething of the fame nature. Several week:; 

i in this expefiation, but without hearing the new5 

) earneftly defirM. In the .mean time, the miniller 

i veftry, who were more and more puzzled how to 

i out the motives of our conduct, and had doue their 

noil to force the fecret from our brcails, were agaiu 

rcmely urgent with us. Sometimes they wouM tin- 

»y the moft gentle perfuafives, to incline us to obey 

ir injundlion.s but generally made ufe of menaces and 

>roaches. The miniilcr efpccially, who frequently vi- 

rd MS, never left us without ufmg the opprobrious names 

filly and rebellious creatures ; and telling us we might 

lly fear fome fcvere chaAifement both from heaven 

i the colony, which would force us to our duty in 

te of ourfelves. *Twas one day after he had vented 

nfelf in the mod injurious terms, that lofing all pati- 

cc to hear him run on in this manner, I inconfidcratc-. 

rcfolv'd to tell him plainly, that 'twas to no purpofc 

r him to talk to us. Wou'd you, faid 1 to him, have 

e marry two wives ? This Til confcnt to, in cafe ic 

r for the advantage of the colony ; but if you can- 

)t objedl any crime to mc, don't talk to mc any more 

* quitting Angelica, who is fo truly my wife, that llit'j 

3w far advanced with tlic fruits of our marriage. lie 

as fo much Ilruck at ihcfc words, that he obliged nitf 

» rcpeu: them tiirice before he couUI undcrllaiid n\/ 

leaning. J explained it fo far as he defiiM. And havt? 

9ur companiuni, fays he to me, after being fiient a mo- 

lent, have they been guiJry of the fame crime ? J an- 

ver'd with a fneer, that wc were aflociates in virtues aiul 

ices, and that wcall expedled the fame rewards or pa. 

ifhments. Upo^^ which he withdrew, without dccl.ir- 

ig his thoughts. Tho' 1 had miido this confclTion in 

onfidcrately, I yet did not fmd any room to repent of 

;j and my companions, who wifh'd earneilly that thi'* 

night happen, were ovcrjoy'd at it. We were ao'^; v\ 
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the fifth month of our confinement^ and were no longer 
to depend upon their wires being with child, fince they 
had not yet had any tokens of it. The hopes we had 
entertained for five months, were now confined wholly 
to Angelica and my{tM ; and we were impatient to know 
what turn the yt^y and the reft of the colony would 
give to fo indifputable a proof as I had now given the 
minifier of my marriage with Atigeltca. I wrote imme- 
diately to Mrs. £^«/, to prepare her in this matter, and 
ihe fent me an anfwer to it the fame evening. It gave 
me fome pleafure, fhe informing me that (he had been 
vifited by the minifter, who had defirM to fee my wife ; 
that he had enquir*d into the truth of her pregnancy, 
and having been convinced of it, he had left her with an 
apparent air of fatis&dtion. 

But the next day we were furpriz*d to find ourfelves 
guarded by another keeper, and that greater care was 
taken tii the prifon-gate than before. We enquired the 
reafons of this of our now goaler, . but to no purpofe ; 
and the only anfwer he made us was, that *twas done by 
order of the veftry. We then did not doubt but the 
ether was fufpedled of carrying letters to and fi-om our 
wives ; but this firft hardfliip was no more than a pre- 
lude to what was to follow. The hour being come in 
which we ufed to be allowed to vifit our companions, the 
keeper told us, it would no longer be allowed us, and he 
obftinately refos*d to tell us why we were treated with 
fo much feverity. This could not but make us very ua- 
eafy, and we held a confultation thereupon, but were 
not able to unfold the myflery : That 'twas not out of 
indulgence we were fo ill us'd was manifeft ; but then 
what could they pretend by this frcih infult ? Admit that 
my wife's being with child was made a handle, how 
were we become more guilty fmce the minifter's having 
certified himfelf of the truth of it by his own eyes, than 
when I had aflur'd l^im of it fivz months before ? 'Tis 
true, indeed, that he had always pretended to fufpedl my 
fincerity, but 'twas that very reflection removed all the 
fupicions I might have harboured of his cruel d^figns, 
ZD^ had even hitherto made me confider his injuftice as 
cxcafahlc. He perhaps, (^id I, \% perfuaded that we 

ve^^ftod 
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nd to impofe upon him ; the only thing wanting is* 

lifiire him, that our marriaee is confummated ; for 

frc^ttr bve he bears to his niece, the lefs proba- 

it is he would force foch a husband upon her ai 

lid be a dishonour for her to accept of, fuppoiing it 

: be poflible for me to prove the favours 1 received 

n my JngtUca, They are now prov*d beyond dif- 

e I after this he will never admit me for his niece*a 

band, and confequently he will no longer be prompt* 

to break thofe engagements which bind me to my 

e. This reafoning would have been jul^, had the 

lifter a£led the part of a tender uncle, and a virtuous 

1 charitable pallor ; but his only vices were, like the 

•ft cruel and infidious enemy, to fatisfy his refentments 

linft Mrs. £/;«/, her daughter, and my felf ; and this was 

X fole motive of all his outrage. My companions had 

i ihar*d with me in them, had it been poffible for him 

have deftroy'd me without involving them in it : Re* 

age was his only paftion, or at l^ift all the reft 'were 

m fubfervient to it. Mrs. Eliot was well acquainted 

th his charader when fhe gave me fo juft a deicriptioa 

it I and *twas with reafon (he faid he had been fo 

tive in putting his fifter-in-law to death, purely that 

t might revenge himfelf of Guiion, whom he could not 

in without making her ihare in it. This villainous ac« 

)n is worthy of his injurious treatment afterwards ; for 

don't relate any thing of this odious ecclefiaftic which 

te fequel will not evidently confirm. 

The difficulty we had to dive into his defigns ob]ig*d 

I to have recourfe to the ufual confolation of the wretch- 

1, I mean patience, and the invoking heaven. Tho* 

had no manner of notion of the danger which threat^ 

n*d me, I yet could not forbear being very uneafy upon 

ingelica^ account : The dear creature was ever prcfenc to 

ay imagination : What a wretched fruit was this of fo 

ender, (o innocent an affection t She undoubtedly, faid 

', feels great anxiety upon my account; whilft I am 

tembling left any evil (hould have befallen her ! Which 

)f us is moft worthy of pity ? Alas I I am feniible that 

he deepeft panes I feel are not my own ; but I am tor- 

ar*d for thofe ot Angelica^ We continued a month more 
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in this clofe confinement, and received three or four vi- 
fits from one of the old men, who exhorted us in general 
to hope for the beft ; but we could never prevail on him 
to tell us why we were fo barbaroufly treated, he re- 
futing to anfwer the queftions we made him with regard 
to our wives. GeKtty who was moft enragM at this ufajge 
propos'd to me more than once, that we ibould employ 
our piftols as the only remedy left to put an end to all 
the infults wc had received. We had not only our own 
piftols, but thofe of our companions, which we had 
thought proper to take from them ; becaufe as our room 
was larger and more cdmmodious, we confequently could 
conceal them better. I anfwer'd Gelin^ that wc were not 
abfolutely to negledl this refource^ but that I did not yet 
fee there was any neceffity for having recourfe to \l ; 
that we ought at leaft to ftay ^till fuch time as our fate 
was pronounc'd, arid not aft the jart of men in defpair 
•till we had loft aTl hopes. 

■ We had now been confined near fix months, when 
one morning the minifter and feveral of the old med 
came into our apartment in a feeming perplexity. With- 
draw, fays the minifter to Gelin and John/on^ and leave 
me alone with Mr. Brijge, My dear companions went 
out, attended by the ibid men, and indeed left me alone 
\vith my enemy*. He bid me fit down, with a very 
haughty air, and feating himfelf, he put two queftions tQ 
me at one and the fame time : Who are you, fays he ? 
And with what views are you come into this ifland ? Sur- 
priz'd at the contemptuous tone in which he fpoke to 
me, I gaz'd upon him for fome time without being able 
to utter a fyllable ; upon which he again ask'd me the 
fame queftions. I was determined to fatisfy him in a ci- 
vil manner, but to let him know, at the fame time, that 
I was capable of fome refolution. Tho* I know not, 
faid I, with what defigp, and by whofe order you ask 
me thefe queftions, if you don't know yet whom I 
am, I fhall inform you : Know then that I am fon to 
the IWPrtf/^<f?^r of the commonwealth of £»^/avJ. As 
to the motive which brought me into this ifland, 'twas 
in hopes of meeting with juft and virtuous men ; grant 
iaairns I may not be deemed \tv m^ ^^^^^xvous f This 
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fir from being an uncivil anfwer, but neverthelefa 

vproachM me for it, as tho* it (hewed a want of re- 

i. His hatred vented itfelf at ArU only in opprobri- 

wordsy but afterwards afliiming a lefs angry air, I 

hardly, fays he, believe that a man who has been 

Ity of fuch crimes as yon have committed, can be 

fon of fo great a man, or that you have the lead 

rk of honour and virtue, fince youVe violated all the 

'8 of it ; but if, fays he, you really believM that the 

abitants of this iiland love order and juflice, I now 

ne to aflure you of it, by informing you^ that guilt 

lere puniihM with the utmoft feverity, and that you 

orfclf will be an example of it. Wedon*t fufier either 

fllterers or feducers to live among us : A husband who 

saks his vows with his wife deferves death, and you 

nd already condemned by the laws. However, as the , 

tony only have the power of fentencing a man to 

ith, you yet may entertain hopes that theyMl perhaps 

itigate it ; but then don*t depend too much upon this, 

jfs he, with a difdainful air, but think of making your 

ace with heaven ; for the people have profecutcd, with 

e utmoft vigour, perfons who were lefs criminal than 

)a, are. I was for juftifying myfclf, or rather I was in 

ch confufion, that when I attempted it, I fcarce knew 

hat I was going to fay ; but he (lopt me, and defir'd I 

ould fufpend my juftification *till fuch time as perfon* 

ere nominated to examine me. He added, as he rofe 

p, that he had been fent to viiit me merely in his mi- 

iflerial fundlion, that is, to exhort me to repent, and to 

aake a chriftian ufe of chaftifement, faying which he 

^ft me. My companions did not return again ; but in 

moment the keeper and two men came in, who throw- 

Dg themfelves upon me, fetter*d and handcufPd me, as 

iiough I had been the vileft criminal. 

I MUST confefs that my courage and rcfolution could 
lot bear me up againll the violent impre^ions which fo 
lOexpedted an accident made upon me. I faw *twas all 
he minifter^s doings : Immediately Gkiton\ tragical end 
refented itfelf to my imagination : I thought myfelf 
bom'd to certain death, and fpent above an hour in be- 
lailing my fate, and exclaiming a^^LviA^t^^vU.'w:.'^. ^^iju 
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when this firft anguifh of my foul fomewhat abated^ I 
^gan to refle^y that Ai^elica would in&lijbly be in- 
volved in my ruin> and unidergo the. fame punifhment. 
This loft me the little refolution I 'till then was mafter 
ef, and I had like to have died with grief, and there- 
by hare diiappointed my enemies of the cruel pleafurc 
^ey flatter'd themfelves with, *vi%, of making me fufl&r 
iftill longer. My foul was in fuch diftra£lion that I 
Icarce haid the power of uttering a wcn-d s yet 'twas 
impoffible to keep my defpair from breaking out : I at- 
tempted to fpeak, to cry aloud, and vent my woes in 
Words ; fome indeed broke ftom me, but they were in- 
terrupted with fighs : I addreft them to AngeUeb^ to Mrs. 
Eliofy and my companions, and I call'd heaven and earth 
to bear witnefs to the torments I felt. 

My amiable wife, whofe name, notwithftanding my 
rage, melted me whenever I repeated it, was at this time 
in as deplorable a condition as myfdf, but this I was 
not informed of *till feveral months afterwards. How 
afflidting foever the uncertainty of my £ite might be to 
me, it yet would have been very much aggravated, had 
I then known the pangs fhe fufier'd. My generous 
friend Gelin was the ^5. that informM me of it, who 
at the fame time told me the treatment my companions 
had met with, and every thing that had happened to 
thepl from the time we had been feparated ; but this I 
i)^1l relate afterwards. 

By the charadter I have given of the minifter, and 
his thirft for revenge, one may caiily guefs who occa- 
fioned my being treated fo barbaroufly, and the mifery 
into which I was fo fuddenly plunged. Now lillcn to the 
horrid fcheme he had form'd. 1 had no fooner informed 
him of Angelica's being with child, but he went imme- 
diately to Mrs. Eliot'Sf as was before related, in order 
that my wife herfelf might confirm the truth of it. Af- 
ter this he went to all my companions wives, and ma- 
naged fo artfully as to prevail on them to confefs indi- 
re^iy they were not in the fame cafe with Angtlka, He 
now thought he had compleated his utmoil wifhes, and 
at liberty to fatiate his revenge. His vidtims had 
\ riemfelves up into hu ipovitt, and he now refolvM 

IMA 
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to meddle any farther with my companions* but to 
it all his malice at jifigiUca and me. By the fentence 
the vellry, the ceremony of calling lots was to be 
ScM upon as a holy and folemn marriage ; fince 
1 I had carried on a criminal correfpondence with 
ther woman, I was therefore in Guitm^i cafe ; that is^ 
lad committed adoltery, and confequently deferved 
th. Such were his arguments. He foreiaw that my 
apanions, efpecially Gelin^ might prove an obftacle in 
M^ay, by confefling themfelves guilty of the fame 
me ; but as he had already found means to perfuade 
; old men, that this confeffion was a mere trick, he 
agined he might eafily confirm them in the fame opi- 
m, by making them obferve, that *twas not probable 
len fix young fellows had had a criminal correfpondence 
th as many younggirls, that one of *em only (hould 
ove with child. This indeed was fo peculiar a circum« 
.nee that I mvfelf couM fcarce account for it ; and I 
11 look upon It as an undoubted proof that fome mail- 
Dus power diredb my face, and even changes the ufual 
nirfe of nature to make my deftrudlion certain. 
How infallible foever this projedl nught appear to the 
linifter, he yet conceal'd it in hit bofom *ti)l the fixth 
tonth of our confinement. His only aim in this delay 
^ to verify more ftrongly that An^eUca and I were the 
nly guilty perfons. The only cauuon he took was, to 
lake our confinement flrifler, in order that I might 
ot fufpedl his defigns, or attempt, in concert with my 
ompanions, to fruftrate them. During a month that 
\t kept us in this confinement, he afiedled, in public, 
lot to believe that Angelica was with child. God for- 
)id f would he fay, that fuch wicked fcenes (hould again 
3e adled in the colony ! The fatal end of Gmton and my 
Sfter-in-law will, I hope, for ever keep our maidens with- 
in the bounds of modefly and virtue. He afifumed this 
hypocritkal behaviour for fome weeks, but at laft my 
wife*s pregnancy being vifible to all the world, he threw 
off the mask on a fudden, and aifembled the veftry, when 
be made an artful fpeech, which exafperated the mem- 
\kti of it fo much againil me, that there was fcarce one 
of them but was wimng to vote for my being put to 
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death. His envenomed eloquence had chiefly two ar- 
ticles for its objcd ; iirft, to prove our pretended marri- 
age by lot, and the juilice of the veftry in confirming 
it by their fentence ; fecondly, to deftroy the belief which 
fome of the veftry might entertain^ that ray compani- 
ons were as criminal as myfelf, fuppofmg I were fo; 
and to perfuade them that I only was guilty of adultery. 
The confequence of the firft article was, that I wag 
guilty, and deferved to be puniihed ; and the fecond, took 
irom me all hopes of pardon ; for when many are ac- 
complices in guilt, mercy is often ihewn them, but when 
one perfon only is impeachM of a crime, he genelally is 
made an example of ; and *twas natural to think, after 
the treatment Guiton had met with, a young fellow like 
myfelf, without friends, and unpatronizM, cou'd little ex- 
pedl favour. The miniiler obferv'd, that befidcs the clear 
and evident proof which might be drawn in favour of 
my companions from Angelica's only being with child, 
there were other teflimonies of their wifdom and inno- 
cence ; that thofe who had been confined apart from me, 
had firft denied their having committed the leaft inde- 
cency with the women they pretended they had married 
in the meadow ; that they had made this firft depofition 
voluntarily, and without being conftrain'd to it ; that as* 
they had changed thelf note after they had fpoke to 
me in church, 'twas maniieft I had follicited them to it ; 
that 'twas equally plain thofe who had been confined 
with me had foUow'd my directions in every thing; 
that forefeeing the ill confequences of the criminal cor- 
refpondence 1 had carried on with Angelica, I had found 
•twould be impoflible for me to extricate myfelf, but by en- 
deavouring to increafe the number of the guilty ,* and that 
I had been fo cunning as to perfuade my companions 
that our interefts were infeparable.; that the young wo- 
men had alfo differM in their depofitions ; that in their 
confinement they proteftcd they had never once fwerv'd 
from their duty ; but that the inftant they were free, that 
is, fo foon as I, by letter, had taught them what to fay, 
they had talk'd after a quite different manner j that he 
had intercepted fome of mine or my companions let* 
tcrs} and that they were written in fuch malicious and 
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;erous terms, that he therefore prevailed with tiie 
y to change our keeper. In a word, the miniller 
loyM on this occafion all that the moll inveterate ha- 
couM infpirey in order to make us odious to the 
>le ; and indeed, his difcourfe had all the fuccefs he 
poG^i. From that moment the old men confider'd 
not only as a wretch who was convidted of adultery^ 
alfo as the contriver of all that I and my compa- 
15 had aded ; and blaming me wholly for the re- 
Qce they met with from them, they looked upon me 
r as guilty. 

V£ may now fuppofe that they thought me unwor< 

of life \ and indeed, they were unanimous in this 

nion J and tho* feveral perfons in the aflembly, who 

a friendihip for Mrs. EUoty wifh'd that her daughter 

rht meet with fome indulgence, yet her caufe vift 

ftrongly interwoven with mine, that 'twas impoffibie 

(he muft undergo the fame fate with me. Befldes, no 

! would have dared to follicit for her in preience of th? 

aider, fince he had been fo aflive in profecuting his 

sappy fiAer in the fame circumflances. Her dellruAi- 

and mine were therefore refolv'd upon ; but as the 

Iry were nqt impower*d to pafs fentence of death, 

ty contented themfelves, according to the e(labli(h*d 

.lom, to reduce the feveral articles of the minifter's 

arge under different heads, and cxpofe them tQ public 

nv. * Twas the cuflom, on thofe occafions, to fix a 

nd of declaration on the church door, containing the 

imes with which the prifoners were charg*d. Thcfc 

ery man examined, that after full information he might 

: enabled to give his ooinion ; and this being done, all 

e inhabitants of the illand ufed to meet, proclamation 

;ing firfl made for that purpofe, when they proceeded 

gularlv to pronounce fentence. From that day, my 

ife and I were looked upon, if not as criminals already 

)nvidled, at leaft as perfons impeach'd, whofe guilt was 

» notorious and certain, that our condemnation feem*d 

levitable, and were both of us treated accordingly. An- 

flica was forced away from her mother's, and confin*d 

1 a gloomy place ; and as for myfelf, I was loaded with 

bains, and .ordered by the minilter to prepare for death. 
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As for my companions, who were jaiHfied in fome mea- 
fare by the pretended crimes which were laid to my 
charge, they were fet at liberty. The minifter was an- 
fwerable for their behaviour ; and as he was refolved to 
tuin me, he told the veftry, that as they would now no 
longer be depraved by my counfels, they might depend 
upon their prudence and docility. Such were the pre- 
ludes to the htzl fcene that was preparing. 

When Gelin and Johnfon were fet at liberty, they 
couM not conceive the reafon why I was ftill confm*d. 
Thcfe two friends who lov'd me dearly becaitfe we had 
bi long been companions in ill fortune, cou*d not conceal 
the uneafineis they felt, when I was excepted out of the 
pardon which was indulged them ; and indeed they difco- 
ver'd it publickly the very fame day ; but how were they 
exafpetated when they heard that my wife had been 
feissM f and that, both of us having been pronounced ca- 
pitally guilty by the veftry, they waited only for the af- 
fembling of the colony, in order to put their fentence 
in execution I Upon this, Gelin ran inmiediately to the 
miniiler, when he fpoke to him in fo refolute a tone as 
quite difconcerted him ; and giving him to underftand, 
that what veneration foever he might have for the veftry 
and the colony, yet nothing in the world fhould ever 
tnake him abandon me in my diftrefs ; he told him 
plainly, that before he attempted to take away my life, 
he muft put it out of his power, to facrifice his in my 
defence. The minifter, who fancied that my compani- 
ons would be fo overjoy'd to find themfelves fet at liberty, 
that they would value very little what became of me, was 
forced to employ all his rhetorick to foften Gelin. He 
own*d to him, that the veftry had come to refolutions, 
with regard to me, which were not very favourable ; 
but added, that it would be a conftderable time before 
they wou'd be put in execution ; and that what turn fo- 
ever things might take, he might be fure, tliat fentence 
would not oafs upon Angelica 'till after fhe was delivered ; 
that the veftry and colony might very probably change 
their refolutions before the time came ; in a word, that 

fc\y atafe was not defperate. This anfwer was true in 
rt } for they cou'A not ^^ctien^ \.^ cotA^mti A^eUeM to 
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oor me confequently, before fhe was brought to bed« 
all the ininifter*8 aim in thii was, to foften Gelin'% 
.'rjuft for a time, thinking that it wouM be a very eai'y 
cer for him afterwards to win over him and hii corn- 
tons, by a pretended (hew of kindnefs, or impofe up- 
hem by his artifices ; and finding that what he laft 
I "had made fome impreflion on Gelin^ he thence took 
ifion to let him know, that his own and his corn- 
ions good behaviour wouM contribute more than any 
ig elfe to the recovery of my liberty. 
t B L I N had a fiiult which is common to all fin- 
; and generous men, I mean a mind inc^paUi of har^ 
ingd^ruft andfuj^iciw. He had juft been fet at li- 
ty, and the minifter had not forgot to aifure him, that 
vas obliged to him for it. This circumftance, heights 
by a fpedous appearance of goodnefs and modera- 
I with regard to me» made GiUn think that he was 
our enemy ; that he had given him the bed advice, 
: confequently that his following it wou*d be of the 
heft fervice to me. Gelin won Johnfon and the reft of 
companions to his opinion ; upon which they all 
>lv*d to conftrain themfelves fo fiir, as not to complain 
being debarrM feeing their wives, or in cafe they 
aM b(B again urged to marry the women they ab- 
rrM. They afterwards declared from time to time, 
: in the mildeft terms, that they cou'd not yet refolve 
3n marrying them ; and they waited continually on 
\ minifter and the yt^^ in order to procure my re* 
fe. I can^t fay whether it had been better for me, 
d they a£led in a quite different manner ; but *tis ccr- 
n that the minifter was not to be wrought upon by 
Idnefs and civility ; and it only gave him an oppor- 
aity of abufing their credulity^by weaning them infen- 
le, as he had propofed, and at laft making them to b^ 
rjured with regard to their wives, and unfaithful to 
eir friend. I (peak only of three among them, for 
^n and Johnfon might be impofed upon, but they had 
uls equally aohorrent with mine to &llhood and infio 
Jity. 

*TwAS my three other companions, whom I have not 
% naixi*d» that my fubtle eneniy was now rcfolv'd to 
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found : Two of them were Engli/hmen, whofe names 
were Blackmore and Green^ and the third a Frenchman ^ 
caird RouffeL I never knew direftly by what arts he im- 
posed upon them f however, I don^t doubt but that 'twas 
rather from ficklenefs of temper than for the fake of 
intereft that they were alienated from us. They were 
compelled to vifit continually the women they intended 
for their wives, and at the fame time were forbid tBe 
fight of thofe who were really fuch : They were forever 
exhorting them to have the fear of God before their 
eyes, and endeavouring to prove that they could not 
break their firft ties. A new paffion, a weak fcruplc, 
and the minifter's continual follkitations, made them for- 
get what they ow*d to their honour and their oaths. 
They at laft yielded to what they hadfo Tongbeen prompt- 
ed to in vain, and growing fond of the wives that were 
given them, they no longer had any regard for their 
companions. This was what the minifter chiefly aim'd 
at, as was plain from the caution he employ*d when he 
married them j for being afraid of Gelin and Johnfin^ 
whom he had always found inflexible,, he performed the 
ceremony in private, for fear they ftiould put a flop to it 
by their complaints, and the reproaches they ipight ca^ 
on their weak friends. For this reafon they did not 
hear a word of their marriage •till feveral days after 
It was concluded ; or rather 'till they difcovered it by 
the confused air and behaviour of our three felfe friends. 
Celin could not forbear reproaching them fbr it in the 
fevereft terms, and treating them with the utmofl con- 
tempt and indignation ; but this had no other tf^Q, 
but to exafperate them to join with our enemies againfC- 

What a triumph wa^ this for the minifter ? And \nr 
deed he was not long before he reaped the fruits of it. 
Having found that nothing could ftagger Gelin and John- 
jpn^s conftancy, he thought that as he now had fet them 
at variance with their companions^, they were too incon- 
Uderablb to })ave atiy regard' ftiewn them ; and- accord- 
ingly, inftead of uflng them with gentlenefs^ as he Had 
done before, Ke relblv'd to treat them with fcverity. 
UL Ills being^ told \\i^X GcHn V^Vsi^kR into feveraf 
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ifljunous CJfprcflions when he heard of ihc marriage of 
our companion*, he took an occafion from thence to 
talk to him in the (harped terms, which plainly fhew*d 
what he was to expctt afterwards, and that they were 
rcfolved not to fpare him. However, his great love and 
af&dlion for me made him fubmit patiently to this in- 
fult. He has fmce told me, that he himfelf had won-^ 
der*d how it was poiTible for liim to bridle his temper 
fo much, for he never had fo i^rong an inclination to' 
ufe the minifter as he defervM : But the friendfhip of this 
generous Frenchman had foon a morejud, but a more 
unhappy fubjedt to exercife itfclf upon, and which en- 

fag'd him to venture his life, in the boldeft manner, to 
efend mine. As I was more ftruck with his generofity 
than the fervice he did me, I muil confcfs that the obli' 
gations by which he has bound me are fo great, that 
tho* I were to fhed the laft drop of my blood, 1 yet could 
never repay them fufficiently. 

But now Angelica was delivered, while unhappy I wad^ 
languifhing in prifon, and groaning in chains I Alas ! I 
was not told 'till now of her being imprifonM ; but fcarce 
were her pangs over, when the minifter, who believ*d 
he might now throw of all reftraint, aiTembled the veftry, 
and preft them to execute their firll refolution. I 
have already obferved, that my wife^s being with child 
had ferved as a pretence to fofpi^nd it. Tho* Geiin and 
Johnfin did all that lay in their power to foften the old 
men, they were dill inflexible, and accordingly they re- 
folved to fix, the next day, on the church-door, a paper^ 
containing the crimes I was accus'd of, and the judgment 
of the veftry. Gelin heard nothing of it 'till he read the 
fetal writing above- me ntionM : The moment he read that 
it was leveird at my wife and I, he tore it down, which 
being immediately told the minifter, the vcftry met upon* 
It. After fome debates, they thought it would be beft 
not to punifh him, and make as tho' they knew nothing 
of the matter. An afTembly of the whole colony wat 
appointed, who accordingly met a few days after in the 
cnurch ; but as the minifter ftood in great fear of GeUtft 
eloquence, and was perfuaded that he would ufe all his 
rndravou/v ta procure my Te\ft9Lte, V^^^^Sn^^^g^."^^ 
Z 2 ^^^ 
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vedry to draw op an order, by which my companions 
were forbid appearing at church on the day fentence was 
to pafs upon me, and j;ave particular orders to the war- 
dens not to let them in. In the mean time, GeUn and 
yoJbnfiM did their utmoft to gain me the people's fevour, 
and to excite their wives friends and relations to exert 
themielves in my defence. Their endeavours were fruit- 
le&, and the only anfwdf which was made them was. 
that the law was exprefs, that my crime was fully proved, 
and that as GmtM had been made fo fevere an example,, 
it was not fitting I ihould be fparM. As to the objedi- 
on which might naturally be made in my favour, ^iz. 
that I thought myklf truly married to JttgeUca ; and that 
even fuppofmg the validity of the marriage which was 
made by lot, 1 yet was guilty of but one error, ilnce I 
had never looked upon it as valid : To this objeAion I 
iay they anfwer*d, that *twas a trifling cxcufe, fince 
three of my companions had juft before ihewn, by mar- 
yying the women who were deftia*d for them, that they 
were sot infenfible to their former engagements, and that 
*twas probable J muft have as deep a fenfe of it myfelf, 
tho* I afled fo difierently. Thus did the vile conduA of 
thefe three fiilfe men contribute more than any thing 
elfe to my rain. G^Zfn has neverthelefs told me fiince, 
that they might eaiily peKeive by the manner in whick 
the people refused to bear his earneft entreaties, that the 
minifter had prejudiced them againft me, and that he 
had for three months endeavourM underhand to erafe out 
of their minds all the fentations of pity they might en- 
tertain in my favour. 

At laft, the day of meeting being come, my trial 
was brought on regularly : My wife's confeffion and mine 
were read, the depofitions of the witness taken>^nd my 
cafe was laid open by one of the old men, when Hhe 
people dedaring they had heard enough, they afterwards 
gave their voices, according to the ufual method. Above 
tv^o thirds were againft me and my unhappy wife, for 
we were both comprehended in the fame &d fentence» 
and accordingly we were declared guilty of Guiimf% 
Clime, and condemned to Jie the fame death. Execution 
ftjf arderVl Aext day» and inoidfu dot tUa JreadM ce- 
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nony might end in a manner worthy the whole proce- 
re, the minifter made a pathetic difcourfei in which he 
>Cefted he had the utmoft compaflion for me» and ex- 
ited the aflembly to take warning by my (ad fate. 
Now what do you imagine were my thoughts, while 
r life and that of my dear Angetica were confpir'd 
linA ? Alas I I flattered myfelf with the hopes of meet- 
{ with a milder ^tc : My delnfive hopes were ground- 
on my havine been fo long confin*d» and die hu- 
inity of the inhabitants, whom I did not yet uke for 
Tett of barbarous and merdlefs people. I hardly had 
rn vifited by any perfon except the minifler, during 
|f three months imprifonment. When he firfl vifited me 
behaT*d in a moft hanghty and fevere manner, but 
d afTumed a placid behaviour lately : His cruel jo/ 
D(e undoubtedly from the refledion that I fliould (hort- 
be condemned to die ; and I, on the contrary, fup- 
ii*d it to be an omen of my happy deliverance. This 
linion made fo ftrong an imprduon on my mind, that 
had refrainM for fome days from abandoning myfelf to 
oans and wailings, which hitherto had preyed conti- 
ially n^n me, and even the thoughts of my dear, 
!^ wife, whofb idea, which was for ever in my mind» 
id made me fhed fo many tears, now prefented it&lf to 
y imaginatibn under a lefs mournful form. I ftall fee 
nr agMn, fays I to myfelf; I fhall be permitted to fee 
sr again, and love her tenderly. Deareft JiigiUiM! &te 
ill no longer oppofe the moft tender, the moft innocent 
iffion that ever warm'd a lover's breafl : I fhall enjoy 
tee in peace, and fpend the reft of my time in thy arms# 
*hns, while they were fentencing me to a cruel death, I 
d myfelf with fond notions of fantaflic happinefs : I 
as the fporc of that malicious power which doomed me 
> be unhappy fi^m my birth, and has preferv^d my life 
orely to mi^ke me a fad example of wretchednefs and 
'oe. 

Thb ideal fatis&Aioa which this jpre me was more 
lum balanc*d by the fqrrows I fufer'd before the day wai^ 
nded. It was now about doik» when I heard a dread- 
fd thundering at my door i vpoa which I ran towards 
\ toliflcOi wiMAiMthoi^t I hnidGAb crying with j^ 

S^>$s«^ 
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furious and melancholy tone of voice^ open the doOr, 
or I'll murder you. The great noife I heard made me 
fbppofe there were feveral perfons along with him ; and 
I wonder'd ytry much how it would end. The door flew 
open, when 1 faw Gelin and John/on, ray dear friends 
and ^ithful companions, come in, who immediately em-* 
bracM me in the moft tender and afledionate manner. 
They were followM by fifteen men, fo that the room- 
was full : Their prefence, and the marks they gare me 
of their friendfhip, agreed fo- well with the agreeabler 
ideas I had entertained rayfelf dl the day with, that I 
was perfuaded for a moment, that they brought in the news 
of my releafe. Tell me, fays I, clafping them feft, zm 
I free ? Are you fo ? How does my dear wife do ? A ^^ 
or two which fell from Gelin before he anfwerM mc, de- 
noted but two plain that he had no good news to tell 
me. Alas ? my good friend Bridge^ faid he, with a me- 
lancholy voice, I'm going to pierce thy heart. I know 
tliee, and am going to ftrike thee dead ; and then, with- 
out giving me time to anfwer, he added, that my con- 
dition was fo wretched, he wa»Hforced to acquaint me with 
k. You are, fays he, (bedding fome tears, fentenced to 
die to-morrow, you and your dear Angelica. All I can 
do for you is, to defend you to. the laftdrop of my blood 
affifted by our worthy friend Johnjbny and thefc fifteen 
brave men. We have not one moment to lofe, and at 
leaft let us die like men of honour. 
- 'Tis impoffible for thefe words to ftrike you as they 
did me : Gelin would have knockM off my fetters, and 
carried me out along with him : No, no, faid I, pofliing 
him from me with a trembling hand ; no, dear GeKn^ 
I'll- be fpeedily informed of all the misfortunes which 
have befallen me. For heaven's fake doni conceal any 
part of them from me : U Angelica is to die } alas! Bat 
don't hide one circumftance, fays I, interrupting my felf; 
in cafe (he be already dead, I need go little farther to die. 
He then told me in few words part of my wretched con- 
dition, and the little hopes I had left if I did not imme- 
diately follow his inftruSion^. He iiiform'd me thtft my 
wife had been happily deli^ei^d of a fon, and that my tne- 
mies were £> barbarcm, ia<ti;»xctlY to defer femcncing 
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T to die with me 'till fhc was dcliverM. This reflcdli- 

U added to the horrors of her condemnation and mine, 

rd me with fuch deep pangs as furely never mortal felt 

ifore. My heart was at one and the fame time a prey 

tendernefs and rage : I was tore to-picces by one, and 

much melted by the other, that I burft into a flood 

' tears as I embracM my dear friends. Thefe iran- 

orts were fo violent that they firuck me dumb ; rage 

ould not fuffcr my tendernefs to exprefs itfelf, and ten- 

srnefs feem*d to check all the expreilions of my rage. 

yOHNSON znd Gelin melted with compaffion to 

c the excefs of my grief and defpair : They forced off 

ly chains, and told me their deiign, which was, thnt 

e fhould furniih ourfelves with weapons out of the (lore- 

oufe, that we fhould refcue Angelica, and then go to 

ar wives houfes, and take them along with us. After 

lis, we were to go back to the florehoufe, which we 

lould keep as a fortrefs, and not lay down our arms 

ill the colony fhould grant us a free pardon. When I 

rfl thought of the projcft, fays Ge/ifi to me privately, I 

id not intend to treat our enemies with fo much modera* 

ion, but had I not promifed it, thefe perfons wou*d not 

lave aflfbrdcd us their fuccour. Let us eo, my dear 

riends, fays J, now beginning to take a Tittle breath ; 

et*s go, and fecure all we hold dear in the world. As 

or our enemies, fays I, in Gelin's ear, we'll revenge 

mrfelves in fome manner or other upon them. I indeed 

iad formM a fcheme, by which I mould have punifh'd 

he minifler fufficiently, in humbling his pride and haugh^ 

incfs ; for notwithftanding I was fo highly exafperated, 

; yet could not thiiik of revenging myfelf any other 

«^ay on an ecclcfiaftic. My defign was, to force him 

)ut of his habitation, carry him to the florehoule, and 

there oblige him, for feveral days together, to kneel 

down before us, and be a fpe^ator while we indulged in 

tendernefs to our wives. As I was very well acquaint- 

id with his temper, I knew that he wou*d rather have 

thofen death, than fubmit to this punifhment. 

' Wb immediately arm'd ourfelves, and took each of 

08 a piftol, a musket, and a fword, when marching out 

fn good order, we left* three men to guard the doc^- 
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lioufe. Scarce were we come oot, when we heard a con* 
fufed noife, as though the people were afTembled. We did 
not doubt but *twas upon our account. My companions 
called to mind that they omitted one particular, which 
might be very prejudicial to us ; and that was, they had 
forgot to fecure the goaler at their coming into the ilore- 
houfe. We therefore fuppofed that he had told the mi- 
nifter and old men the forcible manner in which Geliu 
and his company had entred the prifon ; and that the in* 
habitants having been inform*d of it, were in the ut« 
moft fear and mrorize. However, as thjs was no rea- 
fon for us to lay aude our defign, we advanced forward. 
Being got about twenty yards farther, we iaw the mini- 
fier coming towards us with a torch in his hand, with 
about an hundred men at his heels ; and that which fur- 
prized us moft, was, that moft of them were armed with 
fticks, ftiovels, and fuch like inftruments. 1 muft con* 
fefs, that upon the firft fight of my enemy, I had a 
great mind to ftioot him, and thereby put an end to hii 
villainy and treachery ; and I queftion whether heaven 
wou*d have punifli*d me for this crime, iince it won*d 
in all probability prevent this wicked man from commit* 
ting many more. I neverthelefs fuftered him to live, 
and thereby exposM my felf again to his per£dy. Tho* 
he advanced in the boldeft manner, he neverthelefs was 
in a fright when he faw himfelf opposed by fo many 
men armed with fwords and muskets.' The people who 
were along with him were as much terrify*d as Kim* 
felf. Gelift, juft as I was going to vent my reproaches, 
began to mortify him, which he did in the fevereft man* 
ner. Stand, wicked wretch, iays he, prefenting the end 
of his piece towards him, and thauk heaven that thou 
art fallen into the hands of people who are honefter than 
thyfelf Thou deferveft to be put to that death which 
thou hadft determined to make my friend fufter. We 
will let thee live, in order that thou may'ft be thy own 
tormentor ; for life muft be a burden to a wretch who has 
fo many crimes to reproach himfelf with. However, if 
thou art fond of it, thou muft begin this moment to at- 
tODC for thy guilt. This difcourfe, which one would 
^rc imsLgia'd moft eith!;x x^xTify or exafpciate him ftUt 

\sAte« 
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•c, did not produce cither of thefe cfFcdls. He had 
e to rccovcf himfclf as Gc/in fpoke ; and being per- 
iod, from what he faid, that we had no dclign 
n his life, he had fo much prcfcnce of mind as not to 
over any emotions cither of fl'ar or anger ; upon 
!ch he anfwer'd Ge/m, that he could not conceive why 
was treated in that cruel manner. I did my ende.v 
r, fays he to him, to procure your liberty, and was 
«fsful ; and the reafon why I did not indulge your 
nd the fame favour, was bccaufc juflicc, our laws, and 
fentencc of the vcllry and colony wou'd not pcruiic 
But there's a confidcrable diftancc between condcmna- 

I and execution ; and the' it be appointed to-morrow; 
t's only a matter of mere form, and it may very pof- 
Y be fufpended. In a word, tho' there was no civoi-i- 

our condemning your friend to die, he yet maybe 
doned now fentencc is paft upon him. I muft confcP, 
s he, that I was very much furprizM you did not fuc 

a pardon ; and fo far from being difplcasM at the 
:mpt you have made to get him released, I myfclf af- 
; you, that Til join with your endeavours to obtain it. • 
for your companions, I mean fuch of our inhabitants as • 
now arm*d with you, I confefs that it will be diffioult 
cxcufe them. This is fuch an unparallcll'd attempt 
can never be pardon M s and as for my own pirt, I 
;lare, thatby vertue of my minillcrial funftion I cut 
im off from our communion, in cafe they don't this 
imcnt lay down their arms. I forefec, fays he, what 

II be the confequence of this, directing himfelf to ihrm ; 
are going to pardon Sri^f^e, and you may probably be 

nifli'd in his ilead. Tho' you fliou'd efcapc punilh- 
!nt, you plainly fee that your reputation wou'd be blall:- 
for ever ; but there is Hill room left for repentance, fo 

me advife you to carry back your arms to the (lore- 
iifc. -> 

This fubtle fpecch was the caufc of our ruin ; it in- 
cd brought the miniller to condign puniihment, bat 
aat advantage cou'd the puniftiment of a wicked man 

to a fct of unfortunate wretches ? Our irrefolute com- 
itiions having confulted together for a moment or two, 
folv'd to return to the ftore-houfe, in fpight of all oat 
Vol. J; A a ^\i\.\>i'^vsR.'^ 
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entreaties to the contrary. This threw Gelzn into the 
utmoft tranfports of grief : We mull not now, ia jj^ he, 
fufFer ourfelves to be deluded by new artifices ; we;muft 
either die, or be victorious in our enterprize. I approv'd 
of the motion, when Johnfin^ he and I flanding clofe to- 
gether, and fhewing by our pofture that we were rcfolv'd 
no one fhou'd come near us, we went on towards the 
place where my wife was imprifon'd. The minifler ufed 
all his endeavours to flop us, by repeating his treacheroui 
promifes, but to no purpofie. We anfwer'd, as we were go- 
ing on, that nothing but death cou'd put a flop to our de- 
fign ; and that before this could be done, more blood 
would be fpilt than ours, 

Tjiis was our fixMrefolution, in which we were more 
and more confirmed as we advanced forward. We were 
j^ow come within forty yards of the place where my wife 
was confin'd. In our way we met with a great many 
people who were running up and down, as in a publick 
alarm, but as no one oppolied us, our hopes of fuccefs 
Hill increafed. We had now gone about three fourths of 
the way, when wc heard a great many people running 
behind ts. Hair, fays I to GeUtty we are purfued. Tho' 
\^e had no other light than that of a few candles, which 
fome women who were in a great fright held out at their 
dwors, we yet could fee fifteen or twenty men, who came 
up to us in a moment. We eafily imagined that their 
arms were thofe our deferters had carried, which the mi- 
nilter had bid them feize upon. They now bid us halt, 
a-nd lay down our arms. We'll fooner, fays Gelin, die a 
thou land deaths. The firfl that advances a llep farther is a 
dead man. Our pieces were indeed cock'd, which made 
them afraid of coming any nearer ; whereupon they ad- 
\irc'd us to yield, and to confider that they wou'd over- 
power us with numbers. But we were as rcgard)«fs of 
their exhortations as of their menaces, fo that we kept 
cur ground in the fame pofture, 'till the minifter came, 
who foon appeared at the head of his men. He flill 
held his torch in his hand, and as moil of his followers 
had taken fome in their way, 'twas in an inflant as light 
as day. The miniller, whom numbers had now cm- 
Hl^cd, and cxafp^r^ited to £itidu^ dill in a poilure<of de* 
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ice, caird his followers a pack of cowards, in being 
'aid of three young fellows. This reproach made them 
yance boldly. Since 'tis fo, cries Ge/in, (lepping for- 
ird towards the minifter, have at thee. Upon which 

fir'd at him, and wounding him mortally, he dropp'd, 
thnfin and I firM alfo, and wounded feveral men ; .ind 
ereupon drawing our fwords, our enemies rufh'd upon 
, and tho' notwithibnding we made a furious rcfiilanccy 
ey yet feiz*d and difarmM us ; which being done, fomc 

the old men who were then prefent, ordered us to be 
fried immediately to the florehoufe, where we were 
iprifon'd in different apartments. I had time to fpenk 
ily a word to my companions as they were forcing them 
/ay: Farewel, fays I aloud, brave GV//>r ; farcvvcl, dear 
fhftjon ; may your generofity and fricndihip Ix; fital to 
c only ! 'Twill however be a great confolation to me 

my dying moments, to think that I had two fuch 
Ithful, fuch generous friends. 

And indeed, I couM cxpedl nothing but a fpcedy death, 
)t feeing any poflibility of avoiding it. According "y, I 
'cpar'd myfelf for it, with all the refolution I was now 
.pable of. But with what difficulty did I obey the or- 
jrs of heaven I Sure never were emotions fo like thofo 
" the dcepeft defpair I but was furc J merited pardon. 
/as it poflible for a wretch to be more unfortunate tlmii 
? Whence can a man draw any arguments fur patience 
» fupport himfelf againft the moil cruel of all evils, 
hen he has reafon to accufe heaven no lefs than men ? 
jch was my dreadful condition. I confiderM that pro- 
idence had refiifed me the advantages which it grants 
> all, except a very few, fuch as thofe of birth, a fa- 
ler's tendernefs, and the fmiles of fortune ; and life, in 
lie manner it was granted me, was not fo much a lavour, 
8 a fatal and poifonous gift. . Had men ufcd me with lei's 
Bvcrity ? Alas! call back all the fad circumftanccs of my 
ife. Torn from a mother's arms in my infant years ; 
lepriv'd of her endearing care, by an accident, the bare 
tflcftion of which fills me with fhame and horror;' 
>rought up afterwards in a dreadful cave, where all thu 
>bjed8 round me were mournful, and rais'd the moll 
jloomy reflcdlions in my mind. I was ca^er to (<i^ \:^h 
A a 2 'v:^\>cw^'^' 
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father ; I was in raptures at the thoughts of it ; when 
ialas ! he became my deadly enemy, who was forced to 
commit a violence upon himfelf before he could be in- 
duced to fpare my life ; and who when he allowed it me, 
ivas refolved to make it as miferable as poillble. At laft 
1 efcaped from his cruelty, and have fome hopes of a 
phange in my wretched fortune. But what is the eifeft 
of the promife which was made me, of meeting with 
Jiappier days ? Only to multiply the caufe of my forrows, 
^nd make me find the moft cruel tormgnts in thofc very 
|:hings which create the felicity of others. Love, friend- 
fliip, all things are converted to poifon and tortures, when 
I am the objeft. A whole colony, that profefs'd virtue, 
become barbarous and inhuman, when I am to be made 
unhappy. A tender and innocent paffion is look'd upon 
as a crime ; a holy marriage is confider'd as adultery ; I 
a;ii fcntenced to die ; and the only two friends who in» 
dulge me their afliftance in my dillrefs, arc involved in 
my ruin. 

What man had refolution enough to bear up againft 
fuch dreadful refledions I But hitherto my complaints were 
only againft the cruelty of fortune ; faint forrows when 
I comparM them lo thofe of love ! 1 was to lofe my 
inchanting Avgetica ; the thoughts of which by my death, 
was a more cruel torment than all thofe my enemies 
were preparing for me ; but when I refleded that fhe was 
fentenced alfo to die, to fee her perhaps expire before my 
eyes j my Angelica! my dear, dear wife! all that my 
foul held dear ! Oh, my torments were inexpreffible, and 
fure no one ever felt fuch before [ I figured to myfelf the 
dear creature in chains alone and inconfolablc, and ex- 
pelling deiith, which fhe look'd upon as unavoidable ; 
and as 1 was fenfible that fhe had a moft tender heart, 
I was fully perfuaded that fhe did not fo much bewail 
her own misfortunes as, mine. She then, would I fay to 
niyfclf, is weeping for me ; (he deplores my death, and 
perhaps dreads it more than her own ; and \ am denied 
telling her the deep anguifli I iazX^ telling" her that I 
adore her only, and that fince fhe is fentenced to die, I 
ivtJuiJ clcfpife the moft glorious fortune that fhould keep 
l^/rOiD d;'ing witU hex. i ai^^m rcjiefented her to my 
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agination, languifhing, weak, and not recovered froni: 
J parigs of delivery : When thefe dreadful ideas pre - 
ted themfelves to my fancy, neither the didatts o( 
igion, or the approach of death, could endue nic with 
olution fufficient to refill them. Cruel minifter f barba- 
18 people I What would 1 fay ? Does not a fweet cita- 
•c of fixteen, a tender and innocent creature, whofc on- 
crime is the loving me, and being lovely, infpirc yoir 
ch fome companion for her numbcrlcfs forrows ? Artf 
u men ? Are you fierce wolves or tygers, that third for 
>od ? Cruel proteft,ints ! Is this the tendcrnefs and hu- 
inity your religion infpires ? Go back to your rcl'pcdivc 
untries, which you pretend to have abandoned for the 
ce of truth ; be there Turks, Idolaters, and don't vio- 
:c the holy laws of nature, which are the moll facrcd 
d inviolable. 

Thus did I fpend the night in thefe heartbreaking; 

Hedlions, in which the unhnppy Mrs. Eliot was not for- 

t. She lov'd me with a mother's tendcrnefs before f 

uld chim it in quality of herfon, and I was certain chnc 

y death would afflidl her almoll as much as that of htr 

ughter. Could I at lead but thank her for her indul- 

nee! Had I been allow'd to fee her once more, and to* 

g her pardon for the ruin I had brought upon her fa- 

iTy I Alas I fo foft, fo tender a woman as fhe cannoc 

ivc long bore up againft fuch an uninterrupted fc- 

js of woe : Grief and tears mud have brought hct 

ihappy old age to the grave. The mother, the daugh- 

r, and the fad fruits ff our marriage, are undoubtcJ- 

• all dead. I no more flatter myfclf with the hopes of 

cing again what is fo dear to me : Bcffore this couM bo 

rought about, heaven mufl work a miracle in my favour, 

ad a miferable wretch like me is not to expect any. 

The day which fucceeded this dreadful night wr.s 

le lall I expefled of my life, and that q{ Angdiui, Tho' 

was very much afflidled upon Gclin and Johnfon\ ac- 

ount, I yet could not think they would be lo cruel as to 

•ut them to death for refcuing me : *Twas probable 

bey would not go thofe lengths unlefs the miniilcr hap- 

cn*d to die of his wound. I thought the wound was 

let mortal, particularly as he ftood fo £ixta^S«.x V\%i\^^^ 

A a 3 ' ^^ 

j:- 
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up. 'Twas foxne confolation to me, if I could receive 
ainy in this defpair, that my frien^fii were not expofed to 
To much danger as myfelf. I no^ e^cpeded the fatal 
moment when I was to be carried to execution. The 
goaler bringing me fome fudenance, I refused to take it, as 
being of no ufe, fmce I had fo liitle time to live. I call'd 
upon heaven to aflift me, and my mod tender wifhes were 
for my dear wife ; I endeavour'd to make her execution 
familiar to my imagination, in order to lefTen, if pof- 
iible, the tortures which the fight of it would fill my foul 
with ; and fuppoflng that we ftiould fuffer together, as 
<^uiton and his miilrefs had done, I figur'd to myfelf the 
terrors of the inftant when we fhould be- thrown into the 
fea together. I coniider^d whether I could not by fome 
means or other fuccour my wife, bear her up in my arms 
in the midft of the waves, convey away the dear crea- 
ture, carry her to (hore, and by that means preferve her prc- 
<jious life ; or at leaft contribute to make death more 
tolerable, and employ myfelf 'till the laft gafp in foften- 
ing the dreadful horrors of death, by the moft paffionate 
afiurances of my love. Thus did I fpend the whole day, 
without being vifued by any perfon. Surely the effefls 
. of love are vaftly aftonilhing : I felt a kind .of impa- 
tience *till the executioners came to feize me j 'twas not 
that I began to confider death in a lefs horrible light, 
but the Itrong defire I had to fee Angelica^ made me for- 
get that the moment this exquifite pleafure would be in- 
dulged me, I fhould be inflantly deprived of it.. As all 
my attention was fix'd on her «if2y, and on the inexpref- 
£ble fatisfaftion I fhould enjoy in fpeaking to her, and 
hearing her dear voice, I loft fight, as it were, of our 
punilhraent, and fed myfelf with a ufelefs and unhappy 
lenderncfs. 

At laft night being come, I imagin'd that our execu- 
tion would be fufpended till the morrow,, which J afcrib'd 
to the tumult we had occaiioned the night before. I was 
refieding on this, when J heard the door open on a fud- 
den ; upon which four men came in, and advanced to- 
wards me without fpeaking a word. They took off my 
chains, but had brought a to\>e, wkh which they tied my 
""^(19. 1 ask^d them (ever^ ^ue^\QTv^>\i>ax ^Ni\.^\^«Qj^Qb- 
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in any anfwcr. Tell me at lead, faid I to them, whc- 
icr you arc going to carry me to death ? Shall 1 fee 
ly wife? Shall I not be allowed to bid her a lad farewd ? 
'hey feem'd to give me fome figns that they were oblig'cl 
y oath, not once to open their lips, and dil'cover'd iome 
neaftnefs upon that account ; but one of them i'poke : 
iCt it be fome confolation to you, fays he, that you will 
ot die alone. Well, faid I, I forgive you my death, 
rovided I may be allowed to breathe my lall with my 
Angelica, They took me out of the Aore-hourc, and 
arried me towards the fea. I am then, faid I, going to 
leath ; my life and misfortunes will end together, hea- 
ven be prais'd for it : But where (hall I meet my wife ? 
rhey would not make any anfwcr. I was furpri/ed 
hat neither compalTion nor curiofity had brought any 
perfon to be a fpeftator on this fad occafion. But now. 
after we had walked about a mile, metliought 1 hearc 
the noife of fome perfons, fome going before, and otiier: 
behind us. 1 did not doubt but Angelica was amor' 
them, when my heart was feizM with fuch emotions th 
I could fcarce go a ftep farther. Dear, unhappy wi*' 
faid l, in the moft mournful tone that ever fure was heard 
are our fond, our endearing promiics come then to this 
Tis then in perifhing together that we lh.ill fulfil th.' 
oath we reciprocally made, never to be fcparated. Oh !^ 
faid I to the men who guarded me, would pity at Icaft 
but fuffer you to unloofe my hands ! If you would but 
give me leave to clafp my deareil wife with one foul- 
ravifliing embrace ! What are you afraid of? Dare you 
not be a little more human than thofe who gave you 
thofe cruel orders ? Cannot you put oft' your cruelty for 
a moment ? They made me no manner of anfwcr. We 
were come to the entrance of the winding way which 
went through the rock : We pall it in the dark, but as 
we were coming out towards the fea I perceived a light,^ 
and ten or twelve men Handing on the ftiore, one of 
whom I difcover'd to be Gclin. 

His hands were alfo tied : ' Twas him I had heard walk 
before us, with the guards ; and Johnjofty who was be- 
hind, came up a moment after. I thought they were 
4oonvM to deilruAion no lefs than myfelf. By a flood of 
A a i^ ' \s.^\'s 
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tears which gufh'd fuddenly from my eyes, and the an- 
forefeen horror with which" I was feiz'd, I found that I 
had not yet been fo unhappy as I was in that inflant. I 
advancM forward in a transport towards my dear friend^ 
whom I was not yet allow'd to embrace. The paffionate 
emotions by which I firil exprefsM my grief, perfuaded 
them, that 'twas not the fear of dying that thus put me 
by my (elf '^ friendfhip now afted as flrpngly on my heart 
as love had done before. I fcarce could £nd words to ex- 
prefs the fenfations I then felt. Gelia fpoke before me : 
He fpoke with a refolute tone of voice, but his eyes 
fcem'd to have loft their ufual fprightlinefs and fire. This, 
fays he, is a very tragical fcene, but we mufl go through 
it Jike men of honour. We ^\ere fentenc'd to die as 
yefterday, fo that there will be only the hour and the 
manner of our death which will be chang'd. I was en- 
deavouring to anfwer him, but I certainly fhould not 
have fpckc with fo much refolution as he did, when I 
i^as interrupted by one of the old men, who was giving 
cut fome orders from the boat ; upon my coming, and 
leelng us /landing together, he fpake to us as follows : 
Hearken, faid he, to what 1 am ordered to fay to 
ycu: 'lis manifeft that ^ou deferve to die; Bndgevj2ii 
jufily fentenced to death, for committing a crime which 
was never pardoned in this colony ; and Gelin and John- 
fin incnrr'd fo much guilt ycfterday, that the adion alone 
proclaims it. We liv'd in a peaceable and happy man- 
ner before you came among us : You have diilurb'd our 
tranquillity by feducing our daughters, murdering our 
miniiier, and impofing laws upon us by force and vio- 
knee. In fine, you have brought all the depravity of 
Europe hither, which we hop'd would never invade thefe 
happy feats. Such are your crimes ; they are evidently 
proved, and there is not one in the colony but voted for 
your being put to death j fo that one would have thought 
it inevitable • However, the miniiier, in his expiring mo- 
ment?, defir'd the veftry to meet in his houfe ; to them 
he confefb'd with all humility that he had contributed 
to your errors by his feverity, for which he reproach'd 
himfelf ; and his earnell defire to make his peace with 
hea,ven, made him intercede ^o»ftiot\<^^ ^c>x ^^ivir pardon, 
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hat we could not refufe indulging his rcqucl^, that ve-' 
icrable man having been as a father to the colony for 
nore than twenty years. He is dead, and your lives arc 
par'd. However, now you are pardon' J, we have not 
hought proper to keep you any longer among us. Kc- 
cntments, tho' ftifled for Tome time, are yet apt to 
>reak out afterwards : Notwithllanding the guilt ycu have 
ncurr'd, and our lenity, we hardly think you will adl 
uftly with regard to yourfelves ; and what may we 
lot fear from three fuch bold, fuch enterprizing yourg 
nen as you ? Bcfidcs, there arc fo many difficulties in 
^our marriages, that they never will be got over. Vou 
ire refolved not to fubmit to the fentence of the vellry, 
md they are determined not to revoke it ; fo that the 
)eft you can do for both, will be to banifli yourfelves for 
rver from this ifland, and to return to your native coun- 
jics. Such is the fvrntence of the confillory, which I am 
Drder'd to declare to you. They ordered, that you (hould 
oe carried privately to the fca-iide, to prevent your be- 
ing made a fpcdacle to the people, whom curiofity woukl 
have invited hither: And farther, that you may not 
have any jull reafon for complaint, or toaccufe us of ic- 
verity, they have ordered me to ^ive you fifteen hun- 
dred pound?, which you are to divide equally between 
you. YouUl find it oil 1}oard the little veflel which will 
carry you to St. HeUna. Depart, faid he, andyouMl fooa 
meet with a ihip in that place in which yoa may fail for 
Europe, 

Who could imagine, after the many afflidling circum- 
ftanccs I have related, that there remained others itill 
more dreadful ? But 'tis certain that when I heard that 
myfclf and Angelica were fentenced to die, it yet did not 
make fo deep an impreffion on my mind, as my being 
ordered to leave the illand. My companions were as 
much grievM as myfelf. Our pardon was not look'd up- 
on by us as a favour, but accounted more dreadful than 
death itfelf ; which would have put an end to all our tor> 
ments, but the life we were condemned to lead, far re- 
moved from our wives, wou*d be the moll cruel punifh- 
ment. No, fays I, they (hall not force me either to go 
away or accept of life. 1 will die» iiv koSa \ W*^ \s^- 
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. rited death ; that only (hall tear me from an ifland where 
all my happinefs is fix'd. Have fomc pity, fays I to the 
old man who was going away, and leaving us with thofc 
who had guarded us ; have fome compaSion. Behold 
three unfortunate wretches, who wifti to die. Heavens ! 
are three criminals refufed to be put to death, who beg it 
as a fevour ? Stop, hearken to us i don't drive us to the 
utmoft defpair! He turn'd his head, but 'twas only to 
tell us that he fy mpathized with us in our forrow, and 
the neceffity he was under of obeying the orders of the 
veftry. We then all fell on our knees, and our intreaties 
were fo moving, that had he heard them, he muft have 
been melted into compaffion ; but as he ftruck into the 
opening of the rock, we loft all further hopes. Geiin 
and Johnjon, who were no lefsafflifted than myfelf, ask'd 
me what we fhould do. You are eloquent, fays I to Ge- 
lirty endeavour therefore to foften thofe who guard us. 
•Accordingly, he eraploy'd all the rhetoric that art and 
nature, heightned by grief, cou'd fuggeft. But the in- 
habitants had appointed a fct of wretches to guard us, 
whom they knew to be inflexible and barbarous. 

And now they urged us to go on board the veflel ; and 
-indeed, had we refufed it any longer they fcemed inclined 
to force us to it. Our hands were ftill bound fa ft, fo 
that we could not make the Icaft refiftancc. I whifpefd 
in GelifCs ear, The evil is now paft all cure ; let us not 
render ouifelves. obnoxious to thefe fellows, iince we arc 
wholly in their power. But in cafe we are carried to 
St. Helena, we may then- return back in a formidable man- 
ner. Our fifteen hundred pounds will procure us affiftance 
fufficient. Though the inhabitants have told us that it 
would be impoffible to come at their ifland, we yet will 
£nd it out, tho' it were to iink under water. I fpoke the 
fame words to John/on, and both of them approv'd the 
hint, and thereupon we went on board. Our vcffel was 
not a very fmall one. Six of the men who guarded us, 
and two rowers went into the Ihip. The night was fo 
dark, that had they not been thoroughly acquainted with 
the coaft, they would never have dar'd to run in the 
ttid/J of fo many rocks. We went on our courfe very 
hccefs fully for fome hour^. HW xV^^^ ^V^ \>MLrded us 



Mr. Cleveland. 275 

•ere not now under the fame obligation of being filcnt, 
icy yet refufed to anfwer the quellions we put to 'cm. 
line turn'd wholly upon Angelica ; but the llron^ cmo- 
ons I felt, had prevented me, after the old man had 
5oke to us, from enquiring what fate my wife was 
oom'd to. Tho' I might naturally fuppofe that fliC 
^as not excepted out of the pardon, yet a bare probabi- 
ity was not fufficient to footh my uncafinefs, and it in- 
reafed vtxy much, when I found my keepers ftill filcnt 
m that article. Thefe obdurate wretches were deaf to 
ny intreatics to the lad. Alas ! *tis that Bital uncertainty, 
vhich is not yet cleared up, that is dill my greatell tor- 
nent. 

We were now come to St. Helena^ and 'twas ftill dark. 
Dur keepers fet us on fhore in a fort of hafte, and caking 
:he bag of gold out of the veflel, they divided it into 
three parts as near as they could by weight. As you are 
fuch intimate friends, (ays they, you'll divide the money 
more exadly hcrea^er, and the only reafon of our do- 
ing it, is in order that it may be more portable. They 
then gave each of us our fhare, and leaving us on the 
lliore with our hands bound, they returned immediately 
on board. But Gelin called after them, What ! won*c 
you loofe our hands, but make us pafs for a fet of 
wretches who have been guilty of fome enormous crime ? 
They told us, they were obliged to leave us fo, the 
veftry having given orders for that purpofe ; and tiiry 
did not conceal the reafon of it, which was, the appre- 
hcnfions they were under leH we (bould attcnript to detain 
them, or oblige them to carry us back to the ifland. 
'Twas to no purpofe that we promifcd not to abufe our 
liberty, in cafe they would indulge it us. , As they were 
going off from the fhore I /poke to them as follows ; You 
have, fays I, been deaf to all our quellions, and infcnft- 
ble to our entreaties ; and we have not yet been able to 
melt you to compafTion ; but in cafe you have not quite 
put off all humanity, grant us (oh ! we beg it of yoi.) 
before you row away, the only favour we liave to ask, 
thus may heaven indulge all your dcfires, when you are 
got to yx)ur ifland; alas ! that happy ifland I when you 
are rctura'd into it, go to our dew v<Wt^^^ ^wl vjill Uxotu 
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we defir'd you to do it. Inform them then, tho' not of 
the excefs of our defpair, fince that you cou'd never de* 
fcribe ; but that we are deeply griev'd for their fakes. 
Give them a faithful account of what you faw us do, and 
all you heard. Tell the foul-inchanting Jngelica, that 
the moft barbarous fentence, the moft cruel feparation, 
cannot hinder me from being her's, and that (he is ftill 
my wife ; that (he is bound to be conftant and faithful to 
me, and may depend upon my being fo to her-; that I 
may again be betray'd by per(idious wretches ; be cruelly 
treated by the inhuman i be unfuccefsful in my depgm^ 
peri(h in my enterprizes ; but that neither fortune or the 
malice of mankind, (hall ever be able to drive her from 
my heart. Tell her unhappy mother, that I reproach 
myfelf for all the forrows (he feels, tho' I am, alas ! the 
innocent caufe of it ; that they touch me more than they 
do her ; and that I am fufficiently puni(h'd for 'em by the 
deep defpair into which I am plunged. Tell them both 
Alas ! tell them — But the hard-hearted wretches 
were got at fuch a diilance that it was impo(rible for them 
to hear me. Poflibly they might not attend to my en- 
treaties when they were nearer ; and I dare not flatter 
myfelf fo far as to think that the unhappy Jngelica had 
the confolation of hearing that I invoke her name to the 
laft. I had a particular view in employing the words 
4iejigns and enterprizesy the meaning of which, (he and her 
mother cou'd not fail of underftanding, were they but 
told them. I don't doubt but they are daily complaining 
of fate, for fufpending fo long the execution of them. 

I LEAVE you to guefs ajt our dreadful anxiety, after 
the vefTel was fail'd away. Day did not yet begin to 
break, and ihe barbarians would not leave us a light, 
'Twas lo dark that we cou'd hardly fee the fand, tho' it 
was white. We judged, by the noife of the waves in- 
creafmg every moment, that the tide was coming in ; 
and therefore were obliged to walk for fome time in the 
dark, the fea now beginning to wet our feet. Being 
got at a confiderable diilance, we fat down, and refoiv'd 
to continue there 'till day-light. We endeavour'd to force 
clf the cords from our hands, but to no purpofe, fo that 
-«//- were obliged to coriUn\ieboutv^/u\i^Qm^^Wx\ubl« 
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land ihould loofe them. I (hall not tire you with the 
relation of our complaints and groans. At lafl, day be- 
gan to appear, when we difcover'd the town about forty 
yards from us. We were very much afhamed to go to 
it in the c'ondition we were in, knowing that it might 
expofe us to (hanie and contempt. We were firll dilco- 
ver'd by fome faiiors who were on the coaft ; and being 
(truck with the ocidnfTs of Lhe fight, they gazM upon us 
in aftonifhment for fome time, not daring to approach 
us. I miift obferve, that as the coaft of St. Helena is in- 
habited only by ibme Portuguefe, and a few Engliff? and 
French f all the inhabitants are acquainted with one an- 
other 'r fo that the fight of three unknown pcrfons With 
their hands bound, cou*d not but furprize them. We 
begg'd them to lool'e them. After having confulted to- 
gether a little, they anfwer'd in broken Englijh^ thatthofe 
who had tied them had undoubtedly a reafon for fo do- 
ing, and therefore they had no bufinefs with it, but that 
they would carry us to the governor, who might adl as 
he pleafed. ' Twas to no purpofe that we continued our 
intreaties, they being ftill deaf, and forced us to follow 
them. Being obliged to go thro' the fettlement, we were 
in a moment furrounded with a great number of peo- 
ple, which fiUM us with the utmolt confufion. But now 
meeting the governor in the llreet, the firft requcft we 
made him was, that he wou'd pleafe to order the popu- 
lace to retire, and go with us into fome houfe, in order 
to hear what we had to fay ; which he confented to. 
The governor, whofe name was Don Pedro Columella^ 
tho' a Portuguefe^ neverthelefs fpoke both EngUJh and 
French with tolerable propriety. We told him our 
whole ftory, which he liften'd to with admiration ; and 
finding undoubtedly that our grief was natural and un- 
afFoAed, he was moved to companion, and gave us the 
flrongeft aiTurance of his protedlion. 

We did not immediately difclofe our grand defign to 
him, but left him for a coniiderable time in the opinion, 
that we waited only for fome fhip in which we might 
fail for Europe, Gelin^ who had a moft winning carriage, 
endeavoured in the mean time to infmuate himfelf vivt<^ 
iu$ bvouT, in orier that be m^\ ^\w^vi^ «S&^ ^a^^ 
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our enterprize. At laft Don Pedro was £0 kind to us, 
.that we were not afraid of begging him to lend as fach 
:a fuccour as might enable us to recover our wives. We 
had often difcourfed with him about the unknown ifland, 
which we had left with fo much regret, and were ftill fo 
fond of. He always took great pleafure in hearing xa 
relate the particulars of our adventures, and the rife and 
prefent ilate of tliat colony ; but then he, at firft, never 
ihew'd the leaft inclination to fend any perfons to difco- 
ver it. I find, fays he, thofe people have a mind to live 
concealed, and I don*t defire to hinder their being fo. 
They come to our iiland, but not fo often as they did a 
few years ago, to purchafe certain things they want. Iron 
and feveral forts of tools are of great fervice to them, 
and they leave it to our choice either to pay ourfelves in 
money, cattle, or the produce of their lands. I know 
there are feveral fmall iflands in this, fea, and they un- 
jdoubtedly inhabit one of them. Don Pedro faid farther, 
that his predeceffor had made feveral fruitlefs attempts 
to find out their abode ; that he had caufcd them to be 
followed ; and that having once taken fome of them pri- 
foners, he had endeavoured both by threats and promifes 
to make them difcover their ifland, but finding it impof- 
fible to get any thing out of them, he refolv'd to let 
them alone ; that he himfelf had done the fame for 
ten years, during which he had governed St. Helena ; that 
about a year before one of their wives had made a voyage 
into Europe, who had embark'd at St. Helena, and re- 
turned fome months after ; but that he had not had the 
fatisfadlion of feeing or fpeaking to her, becaufe the 
men who waited for her in this port fet fail with her 
theinftantfhe arrived. 

Tho' the governor did not acquaint us with any thing 
but what we knew before, his difcourfe ncverthelefs 
flattered our hopes. We no fooner found that he was 
willing to forward our defigns, but we intreated him to 
lend us one of his largeft veiTels, a few foldiers, and fome 
experienced failors, which he confented to, and accord- 
ingly we fet fail. We fpent upwards of fjx weeks in 
rambling over the weftern part of the JEthiopian ocean, 
expofed every inftant to ikie b^m^ loll^ as wc were 
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fo fmall a veiTely which was fcarce able to refift the 
inds and waves. We put into a great number of known 
id inhabited iflands, I'uch as Martin rtiz, St. Maria 
Agoftaj Los Picas, and we dilcover'd fevcral that were 
ifore unknown. 'I'ho* the danger increased daily by the 
azinels of our veflll, this yet would not have damji^d 
ir refolution had my two companions and 1 only been 
a board ; but our foldiers and Tailors, who knew the 
inger we ran, and were in continual dread, declared, 
ley would return immediately to St. Htlena: They rc- 
refented to us, that 'twas not probable the ifland we 
>ught for lay at fo great a diitance from it ; that it mull 
eceflarity be near St. Hehn.i, fincc we ourfelvcs had 
fliir'd them we had not been above three hours in coming 
rom thence ; that it was on this fuppofition only that 
be governor had lent us a vefTcl, and ordered tlicm to 
ccompany us. However, as we Jiad rewarded them fo 
ibcrally, they promifed to follow us all the world over, 
n cafe we could procure a tight vellcl. Thus did we 
•eturn from our firll expedition, with the unhappiuefs of 
feeing our hopes farther removed than ever. 

Do N Pedro was very much troubled at the ill fuccefs 
of our voyage ; for as we had been out fo long, he flat- 
terM himfelf that we had met with fuccefs, and was dif- 
pofcd to grant us all the aiTiilance we might want far- 
ther ; but there was not fo much as one vefTel in the har- 
bour, at Icali for our purpofe. 1 he iflnnd of St. Helena 
carries on very little trade, but *cis well fituated for fuch 
(hips as return from the Eaft- Indies by Africa^ and for 
fuch as return to Eurcfc from the moil fouthern parts of 
America, it lying in their way, and turnifhing them with 
all forts of refreshments ; but if we except the Ihips 
which fometimes put into the harbour, there are but a 
few indifferent veftels in it. The governor gave us a 
piece of advice, which, had we not been fo impatient, 
we (hould have followed ; and that was, to Aay in St. 
Helena 'till ncceflity (hould bring fome of the inhabitants 
of the colony thither. I'll give, fays he, ftriel orders 
that no one ihall mention your being among us. As 
jthey probably won't fufped any thing, Til get a wonder- 
ful 



j8o The Life of 

fill * Phofphorus^ wliich I myfelf know how to make, 
fix'd privately to their veflel, when you (hall lie ready in 
my fhip, and the inftant they fet out, you may follow 
them at fome diftance, tho' it be ever fo dark. We 
fed upon thefe childilh and trifling hopes for near fir 
months ; but they were merely ideal, and we had the mor- 
tifSlation not to fee one of the inhabitants of the colony 
arrive in all" that time, as tho' they fufpedled that we were 
ftill in St. Helena, and therefore were refolved not to 
come thither. 

We were continually on the ihore, calling our impa- 
tient eyes over the whole ocean ; and tho* the veflel of 
the cqlony had been at never fo great a diflance from us, 
we fliould foon have difcover'd it, could our fight have 
reach'd as far as our thoughts. One day, as we were 
thus employed, we fpy'd a ftiip that was making heavily 
towards the ftiore. We plainly faw that it had been buf- 
feted by a florm, and was in danger of finking. Her 
captain immediately order'd fome of his men to go into 
the long- boat, whom he fent with a meflage to the go- 
vernor, defiring their afliftance. His veflel leak'd in 
every part, fo that he was afraid he fliould not be able 
to reach the fliore. All the veflfels which lay in the 
harbour inflantly made up to the ftiip in diftrefs, in order 
to take in the crew, and part of her lading. The vef- 
fel being thus lightned, arrived fafe in the pojt; *Twas a 
Dutch fliip. However, as fhe was not yet i/i a condition 
to fail fo far as Holland, efpecially as her cargo was worth 
fifty thoufand pounds ftcrling, the captain, not willing 
to run any hazard, refolved to have another built at St. 
Helena, The ifland abounds with excellent wood for that, 
purpofe, and they found carpenters fufficient. We no* 
fooner heard of his defign, but I thankM heaven for in- 
fpiring him with it ; for nothing could be more favour- 
able to the fuccefs of ours. I refolved to propofe to him 
the refitting of his veflTel, and to offer to pay part of the 
cxpence. Though fhe was very crazy, I yet thought flie 

might 

* Ij a fubftance ^whicb hums, or Jhines in the darky with* 
cu/ iein^ lighted by a fenfibll jirt . 
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ght be made to fcrve well enough for our purpofe, ef*. 

:ial]y as we were not to take any lading on board. This 

»ropos*d to my companions, wiio approved of the hint i^ 

on which I foon made an agreement with the captain, 

10, at the governor's defire, came to very reafonable 

ms, when I immediately fct the carpenters at work% 

ley were almoft as long a refitting her as the other 

rpenters were in building a new one. 

And now we had a (hip of our own, 'twould be im- 

fiible for me to defcribe the joy we felt when we put 

it to fea. This precious vefTel was not only part of our 

(iTefilons, but our deareft hopes were grounded on it. 

he governor gave us fifteen foldiers well arm'd, with 

ght mariners ; when taking in a large quantity of pro- 

uons, we were perfuaded, that in cafe the colony was 

)t a vifionary one, and our whole adventure an illufion 

' fancy, we (hould at lafl difcover what we fo eagerly 

»ught after ; but providence has not yet permitted us to 

id it out. We have now rambled up and doWn the 

as for near three months, and have gone an hundred 

mes round the ifland of St. Helena at about ^vc or fi 

agues diftance, in fearch of the colony, but in v?'-'^ 

[eaven I is it thou who blinded us, apon fome acct 

^hich to us is incomprehenfible, or dofl thoa leave d^ 

wretched defliny in the hands of fortune, which tormen ^ 

s in this fevere manner ? We have now been tofs'd abouV 

defe three months by fome invidious power, which always 

emoves us from the place we fearch after ; to-day we 

re near St. Helena, to-morrow we are drove fifty leagues 

rom it, as the winds, the waves, and fortune pleafe to 

Lrive us. We were this night thrown into your courfc 

>y a violent ilorm, and were for eight or nine hours 

n danger of finking every moment : I neverthefs look'd 

ipon this accident as the greatefl bleffing that heaven* 

!ver indulged me, fince otherwife I had not met with^ 

I dear brother,, and refcued him out of the hands of his> 

enemies. 

My brother plunged me into freih perplexity when; 
he ended his relation ; and his heart, now as much foft* 
en'd by my prefence, as the remembrance of his misfor- 

Vol. L B b va«»> 
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tunes, eas'd its deep pangs by (bedding a flood of tears, 
in which I fympathized with him. He afterwards told 
me, that his meeting with captain fTWs had made him 
ycry uneafy. He firft, fays he, ask'd me whether I was 
seturning for England: I anfwer*d him that I was, in 
cafe the winds and waves would give me leave ; upon 
which, without asking any more queflions, he defir*d me 
to take one of the prote£ior^s enemies which he had 
kn his (hip, gh board mine ; and he afterwards let me in- 
to fame of the moft material fecrets you had enthifted 
kim with. I was (truck with horror when I con(ider*d 
his perfidy, but thought it would be proper to employ 
difiimulation^ the better to catry on the defign I had of 
Succouring you. 'Twas this prompted me to ufe yoa 
with feverity 'till he faii'd away : My heart bled when f 
thought of the terrors you were under ; and tho' that 
treacherous wretch had given me but an imperfe^ ac- 
count of your ftory,. yet inftind, or fomething like it, 
told me that you were my brother. Alas ! I perceive bot 
too plainly that you are as unfortunate as myfelf; we 

ith had the fame father, and are pani(h'd for his crimes. 

fays he, I have dwelt too long on this dory, and I 

mpatient to carry you to Gelin and John/on, who un- 

otedly are furpriz'd at my (laying fo long with you. 

fluft entreat you to love thofe dear, thofe faithful friends 

tx my fake ; you'll foon (ind that they deferve to be 

fteemed for their own. And faying this, he brought 
us together. 

Had I myfelf told this (lory merely from the relati- 
on my brother made, it would not have been fo long ; 
but J am to inform the reader that it was drawn up by 
my brother at my requeft, in almoft the very words in 
Richie is now given. 



The End of the FirSf Volume. 
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